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Principal’s Message
“We are but
travellers on
this earth and
in this life.”
St. Mary of the Cross
Mackillop (1867)

Opening School
Mass
Father will
celebrate Mass
with the school
community on
March 3rd 9am.
All are welcome
to join us for
this Eucharist
School Banking
THURSDAYSCommencing
Week 4

Welcome back to the start of another year which promises to bring us challenges, surprises and
many, many rewards. We welcome a number of new staff including Chloe Barwick, a graduate
teacher, Jackie McGlashan, Ellen Witham and Trudi Burgess. As always we have a keen class of
prep students who have been settling into school via a staggered start. Even though we have
only been back at school for 3 days so much has happened. A big thank you to the staff for preparing the school for the school year. Last week staff attended a number of professional development sessions and as a result we have continued to work towards improving our school results by improving school culture. I’m sure by now your children have told you about many of
many of the new initiatives which teachers have begun implementing in their classrooms. To
learn more about our goals for 2017 please attend our parent information sessions on Wednesday 8th February.
Many things have happened over the school holidays, besides the usual carpet cleaning, pest
control and keeping the grounds and gardens in shape. Firstly, we have a beautiful deck surrounding the large shade tree in the prep grounds. Thank you again to the Parents and Friends
association whose generosity allowed us to go ahead with this dream. During the hot days the
deck provides a significantly cooler space for the children to learn. Secondly, thank you to Dennis Hintz and his family for installing watering systems in our gardens. This will make the job of
watering and beautifying our school much easier and economical. Thirdly, we have two new
gates, one on the northern entrance to the school and at second at the Weale street entrance
to the school. These higher gates will help ensure the safety of our children. Thank you to Leo
Schick for also bringing another idea to fruition.
Last, but not least we have had new interactive projectors installed into the year 1 – 6 classrooms and an interactive Smart TV installed in the prep room. Over the past twelve months the
old projectors were progressively dying and not working to capacity. The Prep, year 1 and year 2
classrooms also have speaker systems installed. These microphones make it much easier for all
students to clearly hear the teacher’s voice in the classroom and ensure the teacher is not
straining their voice in the classroom.

Student Protection
Resources for Parents:

I look forward to working with the community of St Stephen’s School community again this
year. As we journey on together I’d like to share the words of Wilfred Peterson with you.

For Free Legal advice1300 651 188

“Walk with the dreamers, the believers, the courageous, the cheerful, the planners, the doers,
the successful people with their heads in the clouds and their feet on the ground. Let their spirit
ignite a fire within you to leave this world better than when you found it”.

Child Safety Services
God Bless,
You can make a report of voice your
concerns1300683 390

Janine
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Principal’s Message cont’d
PROCEDURES AT ST STEPHEN’S CATHOLIC SCHOOL

move. If you are late or need to pick up your
The beginning of the school year is a time to child from school early you are required to
call into the office to sign your child in or
revisit our important procedures that we
out. All visitors to the school are required to
have in place here at St Stephen’s:sign in/out at the office whenever they are in
the school grounds.
Communication is an important vehicle
between the family and the school and I
cannot stress enough the importance of you
ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND
reading the fortnightly newsletter and the
correspondence sent home from your child’s Year 1-6 adventure playground, situated
teacher. These forms of communication are near the big sandpit is NOT to be used by
children under Year 1 at any stage. This is a
our main means of keeping you informed
WPH&S regulation due to the heights of the
with what is happening around the school.
various equipment parts and will be
Teachers can be contacted via email or by
enforced at all times. Please keep your
calling the office to make an appointment.
As you would be aware, teachers are unable children under Year 1 off this equipment.
to meet with you once the bell has gone as
they are responsible for the students in their Official Forms to be completed
Accompanying the newsletter today are all
class.
official forms that need to be completed:
If you have an issue or a concern, please
know that we will try and deal with this
together. If you need to discuss a concern
with the teacher please take the time to
make an appointment as the mornings and
afternoons can be busy for teachers. It is
also important to know that the teacher is
the first point of contact in dealing with your
concerns. You are always welcome to speak
with a member of the leadership team after
speaking with your child’s teacher.
School begins at 8:45am with morning duty
beginning at 8:30am. Arriving late for school
will cause your child to be anxious as they
miss the instruction session for the class
which sets them up for the day’s activities.
The teacher is also required to mark them
absent if they are not present when the roll
is called. Before school, Preps are supervised
in the Early Years Playground until the bell
rings, while Year 1-6 are supervised in the
eating undercover area. We ask that children
wait in the eating undercover area seated
until the teacher on duty allows them to

1) 2017 Family Particulars Update form
2) Responsible use of ICT agreement Upper
Primary and Secondary Students to be completed by Years 5&6. Responsible use of ICT
agreement Young Students Prep to Year 4
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Principal’s Message continued…..
School uniform: Your assistance in ensuring
that the school uniform is worn correctly each
day is appreciated. If for any reason your child is
out of uniform, please send a note along to your
child’s teacher to explain the reason for not being in correct school uniform. Please clearly
name all items of clothing and property with
your child’s name – this will enable us to return
lost items to the owners. Remember that long
hair must be tied back each day, hair ties to be
school colours only, one set of studs/sleepers
and a wrist watch is the only jewellery to be
worn and please ensure that sports shoes are
predominately black (as per our school policy).
Please note that coloured sandshoes are not
part of the uniform policy – do not allow your
child to wear these coloured shoes as part of
their uniform. Any child out of correct uniform
will be given an ‘Out of Uni-form’ note
informing parents of the infringements that
have occurred.
Medication:- It may be necessary from time to
time for your child to be administered
medication at school. As of January 2016, new
guidelines for the administration of medications
in schools has taken effect. In these guidelines
it states that “schools are required to receive
medical authorisation from a prescribing health
practitioner (eg. doctor, dentist, optometrist,
but NOT a pharmacist) to administer ANY medication to students, including those bought overthe counter. This includes Panadol, Ventolin
and anti-histamines. Please make sure that the
doctors name is on the label. (a copy of this
form can be found on our school website). All
medication will need to be directed through the
school office.
I thank you for assisting us with our procedures
above.
The school office will be open from 8:30am4.00pm Monday-Fridays.
Distribution of Newsletter
Our newsletter is distributed fortnightly on
Wednesday afternoon. We are endeavouring to cut

down the amount of paper we sue at school to align
with the Catholic Social Teaching encouraged by
Pope Francis in Laudato Si. Please inform the office
with Family Name and Children Names
Family Name

Child/Children’s names

A. I require a hard copy of Yes/No
the newsletter

B. I prefer to have my
newsletter email

Email address to be provided

C. I will use the Skoolbag
app

Yes/No

Important Notice for Volunteers
Volunteers include parents, grandparents, friends
and parishioners.
If you intend volunteering at St Stephen’s school
this year we require you to complete a short induction process. You have the option of completing the
induction at home or attending a session at the
school.
We will be offering two induction sessions in week 3
Session 1 - Wednesday 8th February commencing at
8:45am

Session 2 - Thursday 9th February commencing at
2:30pm.
Please register with Kym at the front office if you
would intend attending one of these sessions.
If you would like to complete the induction at home
please call into the office to pick up the relevant paper work.
All volunteers need to have completed the induction with the first 4 weeks of the school year.
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From the APRE’s Desk

A very warm welcome back to everyone to the school year for 2017. It was wonderful to see so many happy faces this week,
excited to be back at school and ready to learn. I would like to especially like to welcome any new families to the school.
The staff, on the pupil free days, had a Welcoming Prayer Celebration, to welcome not only the new school year, but as a special
welcome to our new teachers; Chloe Barwick, Jacqueline McGlashan and Trudi Burgess, along with Ellen Witham and Kellie Craft
(joining us regularly this year). I shared with the staff my favourite prayer, one from St. Teresa of Avila a Spanish Saint who lived
from 1515-1582.
Christ has no body but yours,
No hands, no feet on earth but yours.
Yours are the eyes with which He looks
Compassion on this world.
Yours are the feet with which He walks to do good.
Yours are the hands with which He blesses all the world.
Yours are the hands, yours are the feet,
Yours are the eyes, you are His body.
Christ has no body now but yours,
No hands, no feet on earth but yours.
Yours are the eyes with which He looks
Compassion on this world.
Christ has no body now on earth but yours.
Each of us are called to be the hands, the eyes, the feet of God in this world. It is up to us to, like St Mary of the Cross MacKillop,
to “See and need and do something about it.”
I was especially proud to see the wonderful job our Year 6’s have been doing this week. They have certainly been relishing in
their leadership role. On the 8th of February, Mrs Arnold and I, along with Mr Tony Worner form TCEO, will be participating in a
Leadership Day with our Year 6’s here at school. I certainly look forward to spending some time with our leaders and they begin
their leadership journey.
MacKillop Club will begin in week 2 on a Tuesday lunchtime. All students are invited to come along and join in our group. There
are four key values of MacKillop Club;
Make Room in Your Heart for All,
Have an Attitude of Gratitude,
Do Your Bit and
Listen to God’s Call.
Each term we prayerfully reflect on one of the values and organise acts of service for others e.g. Caritas Lenten Appeal, The Biggest Morning Tea and Mission Week activities. Students in year 6 are invited to take on leadership positions in the group.
God Bless
Lisa Cavanagh
Acting APRE
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Introducing our new Teaching Staff …...
Mrs Jacqueline McGlashan
Hello everyone!
I’m Jackie (Mrs McGlashan) and I am thrilled to be part of the St. Stephen’s teaching team this year. You may
have seen me around before as I completed two of my final teaching placements with Miss M in Prep and Mrs
Cavanagh in Year 3 back in 2015. Since then I have completed my first year of teaching in Dalby and am now in
my second year; I am certainly glad to be closer to home. I enjoy visits to the beach, spending time with my two
beautiful dogs and anything to do with chocolate!
I am extremely grateful to be part of the St. Stephen’s community. I look forward to meeting you all and to a year

Mrs Trudi Burgess
Welcome to the Library.
My name is Mrs Burgess and I am the new Teacher Librarian here at St Stephens. I am very excited to join the St
Stephens family and begin getting to know you all. I will be in the library on Tuesdays and every other Wednesday.
The best part of my job is sharing a love of books with students. I hope to spend time with you, during class time,
before school and at lunchtime getting to know what, who, how and why you love books. And if you aren’t a
book lover yet, I hope to encourage you to explore new books until we find something that you love.
My home is in Toowoomba, where I have lived since I was young. I have a husband and three children, Jake in
year 12, Elli in year 8 and Jaymee in year 2. Of course I love to read, but I also enjoy movies, cooking and exploring new places.
Be sure to come and say hello when next you visit the library.
Mrs Burgess.

Miss Chloe Barwick
Hi! I am extremely excited to start my teaching career in Year 1 at St Stephen’s! I am very lucky to begin this
adventure in such a beautiful school. I look forward to making lots new friends and getting to know everyone
throughout the school community. I have grown up in Toowoomba and really enjoy craft, cooking and love anything to do with animals! I welcome everyone back to school and let’s make this an amazing year!

Mrs Ellen Witham
Hello, I’m Ellen Witham, I have been working between different classes in 206 and this year I
will be sharing the teaching duties in the Prep classroom. I have been teaching in K-2 classrooms since 2003 and have also worked in Learning Support and Special Education Teacher
roles. My teaching is centered around students engaging, exploring and enjoying!

PAGE

6

New Families Morning Tea… “Tea and Tissues”
Morning tea for the new Prep parents and any new parents will be held in Mackillop Hall on Friday 29th January
from
9-10am.
Year 1 parents will host this morning tea. “Old” parents
from the school may attend if they wish to welcome new
families.
Thank you to Sally Croft and Carolyn Moore for coordinating this event.
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Parent and Friends
Association
NOTICE OF MEETING
of
St Stephen's School
P & F Association
to be held on
9th February, 2017
at 7.00 pm
in the Library
All Welcome
Please forward agenda items to the
school office by 6th February, 2017.
pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au

Parent Teacher Information Sessions:
Parent Teacher Information Night will be held on Wednesday 8th February. The evening will commence at
5:00pm and conclude at 7:15pm. The Parents and Friends Association will be running a BBQ throughout the
evening. Drinks will be available to purchase.
Children are welcome to come to the evening with their parents however any child attending must be adequately supervised by their parents throughout the course of the evening. Children are welcome to attend the information sessions with their parents. Alternatively supervision will be provided in the school library whilst parents
attend sessions.
The timetable for meeting with your child/children’s teacher is as follows:
5:00pm Welcome by P&F President
5:10 pm Prep and Year 5
5:40 pm Year 1 and Year 3
6:10pm Year 2 and Year 6
6:40pm Year 4
7:15pm Evening Concludes
All sessions will take place in relevant classrooms. At these meetings you will have the opportunity to meet with
your child’s teacher and learn about the curriculum, classroom timetables and teacher expectations for 2017 .
We look forward to seeing your there.

8

Transport to and from school
For the security of your child it is important for us to understand the method in which your child arrives and departs from School . Could you please cut out this form and send it back to the school
office.
Bus , please complete below

Car

Walk/Bike

Brookstead Bus—S118

Southbrook Bus—P124

Linthorpe Bus—P624 (Stonleigh)

Arnold’s Bus—P139 (Broxburn, Felton, Balgownie)

Little Porter’s—P809 (Kincora)

Porter’s - P819 (Irongate)

Please indicate days traveling on the bus
Monday

Thursday

Tuesday

Friday

Wednesday

Student Name/s:___________________ ______________________________ ___________________________________
Parents Name:___________________________________

Parent Signature:_________________________________



Reminder to Parents:
Please be mindful when parking opposite the Anglican
Parish Driveway in Murray St. Please do not block the
driveway with your vehicles.

Tuckshop 2017
Children are able to purchase Morning Tea from the Tuckshop. Prep and Year 1 only MUST
pre order.
Children are to have their orders in a snaplock bag with their name and class. These will be
placed into the tuckshop boxes in the classrooms. Tuckshop boxes will be sent down to the
tuckshop by 9am.
***Please note Prep and Year 1 if you are ordering your child morning tea and lunch, they
will need two snap lock bags. One for morning tea and one for lunch. There will be two boxes in the Prep and Year 1 room, one for Morning tea and one for Lunch).
Lunch must be pre-ordered by all children. Children who order lunches from tuckshop and
include an ice-block in their order will be given an ice-cream token.
The ice-cream token can be redeemed after they have finished eating their lunch and the
teacher on duty sends them to collect their ice-cream.
PLEASE FIND ENCLOSED A TUCKSHOP 2017 MENU

Tuckshop Volunteers Needed.
Thank you to all parents and friends who have volunteered
over previous years with St Stephen’s tuckshop. We have lost a
some of our volunteers at the end of 2016. If you are able to
help out in any way please complete the tuckshop form and return it to the school by Wednesday 1st February.
Tuckshop commences 8th February and will held each
Wednesday. Tuckshop Convenor-Sonya Markey 0439 451 584

TERM

1,

WEEK

1
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Tuckshop cont.
Volunteering at Tuckshop.
1. Collate Orders
Helping the Tuckshop Convenor collating orders at 9am.
Basic food preparation , buttering bread until the serving ladies arrive at 10.30a.m.
2. Serving


Servers to arrive at the Tuckshop by 10.30a.m and assist selling food



Lunch preparation includes cooking toasted sandwiches



Tuckshop Boxes filled, students collect orders and ice blocks are sold

3. Donating
If you are unable to help out with any of the other roles for tuckshop it would be appreciated if you could make a
cash donation each term. The amount donated is up to you.

TUCKSHOP HELP 2017
NAME: _____________________________________________________________________
Phone Number: ________________________________________________________________
I would like to help by: ___________________________________________________________
On same day as: _______________________________________________________________
1. Collating Orders: _____________________________________________________________
2. Serving: ___________________________________________________________________

3. Cash Donation : _________________________________________________
Any suggestions/comments to further improve our tuckshop?: ___________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
If you have returned your form last year, you will not be required to complete a new form.

Come and have fun
and play soccer
with us in 2016
Come along to The Pittsworth Leagues Club on Friday 5th Feb
between 5:30 and 7:30pm for a free trial session and see what is involved.
Annual sign ups for junior and senior teams will take place only on this evenings.
Both male and female of all ages from 5 to 55 welcome,(must turn 5 this calendar year.
Birth certificate will need to be sighted.
Any enquiries contact: Peter Miller on 0400015477

Instrumental Music Lessons for 2016
FLUTE, CLARINET, SAXOPHONE OR PIANO!!
Give the gift of music to your child! Instrumental music lessons are available during school time. If your child is in
grade 4 or above they can learn any of the wind Instruments. Hire of these is available at reasonable cost from your
school. Grade 3 is the starting point for piano. Lessons are given in small groups of 2 or 3. Accounts are sent each
term and each half hour lesson is $18. Pick up and return a form at the school office. Email Chris at yougotbuckleys4@bigpond.com.au for more info.
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Invitation to “Support a Reader”
The staff at St Stephen’s are very excited about our schools learning
programs for 2017. We would like to invite any parents, parish or community members who value literacy to assist our children to grow into
better readers by becoming a “Support a Reader Volunteer”. This will
involve listening to and supporting individual children with their reading
within their classrooms at particular times of the day across the week.
All volunteers are required to complete some paperwork to ensure the
safety and wellbeing of all concerned before commencing in the role of
a volunteer. Also, if you are not a parent of a child within our school, by
law, you are required to have a current blue card. Staff in our school
office are more than happy to assist you with these processes.
Please consider offering some of your time within the following time
frames. If interested, please contact Deanne Olischlager (Learning SupMonday
8.50 – 9.20am
(Years 1 and 3)

Tuesday
8.50 – 9.20am
(Years 1 and 3)

Wednesday
8.50 – 9.20am
(Years 1 and 3)

Thursday
8.50 – 9.20am
(Years 1 and 3)

9.20 – 9.50am
(Year 2)

9.20 – 9.50am
(Year 2)

9.20 – 9.50am
(Year 2)

9.20 – 9.50am
(Year 2)

9.50 – 10.20am
(Year 2)

9.50 – 10.20am
(Year 2)

9.50 – 10.20am
(Year 2)

9.50 – 10.20am
(Year 2)

11.10 –
11.40am (Years
4 &5)

11.10 –
11.40am (Years
4 &5)

11.10 –
11.40am (Years
4 &5)

11.25 – 11.40

11.40 –
12.10pm (Year
6)

11.40 –
12.10pm (Year
6)

11.40 –
12.10pm (Year
6)

11.40 –
12.10pm (Year
6)

12.10 –
12.40pm (Year
6)

12.10 –
12.40pm (Year
6)

12.10 –
12.40pm (Year
6)

12.10 –
12.40pm (Year
6)

(Years 4 & 5)

School Fees
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School Fees are used for administration costs for the general running of the school, such as
rates, electricity, telephone, insurance, contract cleaning, security, salaries etc.
Building Fund Levy ($120 per family) is used to finance loan repayments as part of our Master Plan. The on-going improving and refurbishing of the school environment is a necessary
and a mandatory part of school life today to enable St Stephen’s to continue to offer quality
education in a supportive learning environment. The level of contribution has been set at
$120 per annum for 2017, as we continue to improve and “future-proof” our school in line
with up to date learning and physical environments for our children in the 21st century.

Excursion and Incursion Levy ($90 per student) provides a budget to engage the many services required as part of school life, eg:
Swimming tuition
Incursions (programs at school) e.g. Arts Council, Cultural infusions program, Excursions
Parents and Friends Levy ($120 family) covers:
Playground upkeep/ projects
Library projects
Reading books
Technology resources
Support school’s strategic plan
Accounts are sent home quarterly, once per term of the school year.
School Fees will be sent home with the next week. The school offers several ways to pay your
School Fees: EFT and BPay (Details will be on the statement) and Direct Debit. If you choose
this the Direct Debit option the following Direct Debit form will need to be completed and
handed back to the office for processing.
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Exciting News!! St Stephen’s School is currently conducting a trial of our
own iPhone App to help us communicate more effectively with our school
community. This app is a fantastic way for schools to communicate with
parents . It will contain school newsletters, events, school notices, parent
sick note forms and much more.

We are inviting parents to install our Skoolbag App. To install it, just look
for our school name St Stephen's Catholic Primary School Pittsworth in
the Apple App or Google Play Store, and install it on your mobile.
Instructions as follows:


Click the “App Store” icon on your Apple or Android device



Type your school name in the search



You will see your school appear. Click “Get” then “install.



The app is FREE to download.



When installed click “Open”



Select “OK” to receive push notifications, when asked.



Click the “More” button on the bottom right of the App then

Volunteers Needed !!
1. We are looking for a parents to assist with washing the sheets on a weekly basis from the
Student sick bay –Contact Kym at the school office (4693 1627)

2. Also we are looking for a volunteer to do the Commonwealth Student Banking Program
The School Banking Co-ordinator's role:
The School Banking Co-ordinator is a volunteer and helps to facilitate the program at the
school. Their role includes collecting deposits from students, facilitating the Rewards Program and depositing the money at their nearest Commonwealth Bank branch. The banking is done on a weekly basis (Thursday). Contact Kym at the school office (4693 1627)

VOLUME

1,

ISSUE

1

PAGE

Every student will learn and develop new skills within a caring, goal driven
learning environment.-Deanne

“Our goal is to provide opportunities for children to realize their potential by giving them access to a variety of
learning opportunities within a nurturing Christ-centred
environment.”Janine All children deserve
I believe that all children are created in the image of God
and are precious gifts. Each child has the right and the
ability to achieve academic success.
Lisa

to learn and thrive in
a safe and joyous
environment in a way
that is appropriate
and considerate of
their physical, social
and developmental
needs through vibrant and quality
teaching.”
Kylie

I believe all children should feel valued
and appreciated for the gift they are – to

grow and develop in all areas – academically, socially, emotionally, physically
and spiritually and that I am a supportive
means to that growth. Education should
be a joyful and fulfilling experience.
Suellen
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CALENDER OF EVENTS 2017
TERM 1 Monday 23rd January – Friday 31st March 2017
Date
th—

16

th

20

January

th

Event
Pupil Free Days

20 January

Book Drop off

23rd January

First day of Term 1 Year 1
-6
Prep Staggered
Australia Day Holiday

26th January
27th January

Commences

Responsible
All

2-3pm

All Teachers
All

All

Tea & Tissues Morning
Tea
Parent Information Night

9am Mackillop hall

8:45-3pm M. Hall

15th-16th February

Just Leadership Day St
Stephen’s Program
School Board Meeting
P&F Meeting
Principals Meeting

21st February

Mass

Yr 6

Caritas Leadership Day
Toowoomba
Mass

Lisa

8th February
8th February
9th February

th

24 February
28th February
st

1 March

Ash Wednesday

3rd March

Leaders Mass/Opening
Mass
APRE Cluster Day

6th March
th

9 March

Year 1 parents and P&F

5pm-7pm
Michelle/Lisa and Yr 6

5.30-7pm
7-8.30pm
Janine

Year 5
9am
12:30pm
9am

Prep-3
4-6
All
Lisa

School Board Meeting
P&F Meeting
Lodge Mass

5.30-7pm
7-8.30pm
10:30am

Janine and P&F

14 March

Mass

9am

Yr 3

?17th March

School Cross Country

Anna and All

18th March

St Stephen Day Parish
Race Day
School Photos

All

st

Mass

Yr 2

th

School Family Mass

9am

All

th

28 March

Mass

9am

Yr 1

29th March

10th March
th

22nd March
21 March
26 March

Yr 4

Pizza and Popper Day

All

th

Show Holiday

All

st

End of Term 2

30 March
31 March

St Stephen’s Catholic School

3pm

All

