
  

 

 

 

 “We are but 
travellers on 

this earth and 
in this life.” 

 
St. Mary of the Cross 

Mackillop (1867) 

St Stephen’s Catholic School 

Newsletter  
S T  S T E P H E N ’ S  

C A T H O L I C  N E W S C H O O L  
F E B R U A R Y  8 T H  2 0 1 7  

Opening School 
Mass  
Father will  
celebrate Mass 
with the school 
community on 
March 3rd 9am.  
All are welcome 
to join us for 
this Eucharist  
Celebration.  

Principal’s Message 

Tonight is parent information night. The first night of the school year where we 

gather as a community to work together for our children. On the weekend, I 

went to watch the movie “Lion”. The story of a young Indian boy who becomes 

separated from his family and ends up being adopted by an Australian couple. 

When he becomes an adult he decides to try and find his birth mother. It is a 

beautiful story which depicts how strong the ties of family are and how fortu-

nate we are in this small country town in rural Queensland to have the support 

and love of our families. 

In the next few weeks I will share with you the ten traits from “What makes a 
family strong”. The first one is ‘Commitment’ by Kay Kuzma. Kay writes, “The 
most important trait in strong, happy families is commitment. Commitment to 
the team—putting the family first—and commitment to each individual in the 
family in helping him or her become everything he or she can.…With commit-
ment comes the desire to help family members reach their potential. A winning 
attitude is "I’ll forgo my own immediate gratification to help a family member 
succeed, because I know the personal joy that I experience when I help another 
family member." 
It is often said “it takes a village to raise a child”. Children are influenced by the 
people in their environment. Their parents, siblings, teachers, friends, bus driv-
ers, shopkeepers etc. Kuzma says we need to be committed to helping children 
become everything they can be. Teachers also should be equally committed to 
helping children achieve success at school and working beside them on their 
educational journey to unleash their full potential. Parents and teachers work-
ing together with common goals is the key. The little Indian boy had two moth-
ers, his birth mother and his adopted mother. Although they lived thousands of 
kilometres apart, essentially they wanted the same things for their child. My 
hope is that as teachers and parents we can continue to work together for the 
children in this school. As we “Strive for Success and Celebrate our Spirit” on a 
daily basis. 
 
God Bless, 
Janine  
 

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300683 390 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

 Mrs Janine Butlin 

 Mrs Suellen Dennis 

 Mrs Anna Lee 

School Banking 
THURSDAYS-
Commencing 
Week 4 



  

 

P A G E  2  

 APRE Newsletter Report – Week 3 2017 

Sunday’s Gospel reading from Matthew was the 

same Gospel we selected for the Graduation 

Mass at the end of 2016.  Jesus was using a para-

ble to explain how important it was to let our 

‘light’ shine out for all to see.  Jesus was an in-

credible storyteller, who was able to capture the 

attention of large crowds to inform them about 

God and about the Kingdom of Heaven. 

My class has been learning all about the life of 

Jesus.  One of the core aspects of Jesus’ life was 

his lifelong devotion to his faith.  The stories 

from the Torah (the scriptural text of the Hebrew 

people), were the stories that Jesus would have 

heard as a child.  This week, Year 2 shared the 

story of Noah and the great flood with the whole 

school during our weekly Celebration. 

 

 

 

Students and parents will notice a change in for-

mat for our weekly gathering.  Rather than an 

assembly; we have made a change to a Celebra-

tion.  Junior school and senior school classes will 

take turns to share a prayerful Celebration, 

based around something they have been doing 

in class.  Class teachers will be awarding two stu-

dents of the week when it is their turn ie year 6 

will present two students of the week at a senior 

Celebration and none the next week.  This way, 

students will receive their student of the week 

award from their class teacher. 

Our year 6 leaders have participated today in a 

Leadership Retreat with Mr Tony Worner from 

the Toowoomba Catholic Schools Office.  Next 

newsletter will have a report on the day from the 

students and some photographs from the day. 

I am looking forward to catching up with all  our 

families at our Parent information evening to-

night.  It is a wonderful opportunity to get to 

know each other and to find out what is going on 

in your child’s classroom this year. 

God Bless 

Lisa Cavanagh 

Acting APRE 

APRE News 

 

Come to the library and show the love:  

 Tell us about the book you love the most. 

   Join in  and find your perfect (book) match. 

 Share your love of books with others. 
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News from Year 5 

YEAR 5 NEWSLETTER ITEM 

What a wonderful start to the term! The children 

have been busy settling into new routines and 

showing a willingness to be ready to learn. Already 

reading has become a favourite pastime with many 

joyful “Yes”s when reading stamina or partner 

reading is announced. And, as comprehension is 

such an important part of the reading process, it is 

pleasing to hear in depth recounts of what a part-

ner has read, showing that listening skills are devel-

oping too.  

All children have chosen a home reader. Please lis-

ten to your child read aloud, as these readers ena-

ble your child to practise fluency and reading with 

expression. They also have their library books and 

no doubt their favourite books from home, all of 

which makes for a great variety of reading practice. 

The children enjoyed a wonderful teamwork activi-

ty with Mrs Craft last week, trying to 

save Steve! They were developing all 

important teamwork skills and general 

life skills of patience and persistence. 

The photos show the concentration 

involved! 

Kellie Craft and I look forward to 

meeting as many of you as possible 

tonight for the Parent night where a 

lot of information will be imparted 

with regard to this term’s work. If you 

are unable to make tonight, the infor-

mation will be sent home to you with your child. 

Please don’t hesitate to see me if there is some-

thing you wish to discuss. 

We are looking forward to a wonderful year. 
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YEAR SIX NEWSLETTER ARTICLE 

By Zahara, Nickayla, Olivia, Mitchell and Patrick  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Math’s lessons, we are revising place value, fractions, and different number concepts to one million and every 
morning we have math’s warm ups.   

Our Health study includes the six dimensions of wellness and how to take care of our bodies.   

 

We have been investigating the wonderful world of materials and learning about fair tests and variables when car-
rying out investigations.  

 

Within our English lessons, we have been revisiting Fables, how to write them and discussing other tales such as 
fairytales, myths and legends.   This week we are becoming proficient at writing complex sentences.  

In Year Six, for the first three weeks of this school year, we have been su-
per busy: 

Last week we completed ‘beginning of year testing’. 

We have had many discussions regarding setting good examples for the younger students in our school and we have 
created our own ‘Vegas move’.  Saying “We will serve!”   

We are looking forward to the year ahead as St. Stephen’s School Leaders. 
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New Staff 

Mrs Kirsty Cameron 

Hello Everyone!!  My name is Kristy Cameron and I am looking forward to teaching PE at St Stephen’s from Term 

2.  Since 2006, I have taught various ages from Prep to Year 6 and have held a variety of other roles, including 

APRE in Millmerran and Curriculum Coordinator in the Cairns and Toowoomba Diocese.  I have a Certificate in 

Community Coaching – General Principles and will soon be an accredited Level 1 Community Athletics Coach. 

I look forward to sharing my love of sport with your children in an engaging and fun way.  My goal is to teach a 

range of sports whilst providing all students at St Stephen’s an opportunity to develop and improve their social 

and physical skills.  The focus for Term 2 will be Athletics skills in preparation for the Athletics Carnival.   

I look forward to getting to know everyone in Term 2. 

Yours in Sport, 

Kristy Cameron 

 Tennis Coaching begins Tuesday and 

Wednesday afternoons.  

Please contact Ruth Bontine 

0412396609  
We have had many discussions regarding setting good examples for the younger students in our school and we have 

Australia Day 2017 

St Stephen’s Centenary Celebration Committee  

was proudly nominated-”Pittsworth Community Group/Event” 

In recognition of outstanding community service, Encouraging community  

participation and demonstration of Australian Value 
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N E W S L E T T E R  T I T L E  

A fact sheet 

 
Holly Moore, Keira Quinn, & Patrick Quinn attended a five-day Basketball Super-
camp in Toowoomba on the holidays.   They received quality training from a 
group of highly skilled coaches who have also played to an outstanding lev-
el.   Throughout the week they learnt many new skills, and also played a 'round 
robin' competition within their age groups.   Patrick, Holly and Keira were mem-
bers of the Championship Team in their respective groups.   Further, Keira with 
her new friend won the 2V2 comp, Holly took out Most Valued Player for the 
10Yrs division, and these two were named in the All Star 5, for their age.   

http://bit.ly/2iwaZ6i
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/ndis-in-toowoomba-free-information-sessions-tickets-31246370736?aff=erelexpmlt
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National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) 

 

A fact sheet  with regards to the NDIS is attached to this newsletter. Please also note that the Toowoomba Library is running a free 
information session about this scheme. 

DATE: Wednesday 15 February Session 1: 12-1pm Session 2: 5:30-6:30pm 

LOCATION: Toowoomba City Library 
155 Herries St, Toowoomba 

COST: Free 

CONTACT: To RSVP go to http://bit.ly/2iwaZ6i and register or call Sharon on 1800 193 362 or hello@montrose.org.au 

 https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/ndis-in-toowoomba-free-information-sessions-tickets-31246370736?aff=erelexpmlt 

 

http://bit.ly/2iwaZ6i
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/ndis-in-toowoomba-free-information-sessions-tickets-31246370736?aff=erelexpmlt
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From time to time parents and volunteers ask what to do when they realise they have a private interest that 

may affect their ability to be impartial as they volunteer in the school.  For example, they may have a busi-

ness that wishes to tender for a school building contract or have been asked to be a member of panel to in-

terview for a role in the school and a friend has applied for the job.  We commonly call this a ‘conflict of in-

terest’.  The Catholic Schools Board has a policy that requires staff and volunteers to declaration  a conflict 

or potential conflict of interest.  If  you believe you may have a conflict or potential conflict of interest at any 

item, a Declaration of Interest form—volunteers can found on the Toowoomba Catholic Schools website or 

ask for a copy at the school office. 

Due to further developments in our use of cloud technologies, Toowoomba Catholic Schools have updated the Privacy 

Statement used by all Catholic schools in the Diocese. It now includes the school and Toowoomba Catholic Schools 

Office (TCSO) may use online or ‘cloud’ service providers to store personal information and to provide services to the 

school or TCSO.  This may include services relating to email, instant messaging and education and assessment applica-

tions.  This personal information my be stored in the ‘cloud’ which means that it may reside on a cloud service provid-

er's servers which may be situated outside Australia.  These are secure servers and used by many other Dioceses and 

education providers.   

In addition, changes are being made to the Public Health Act 2005 that relate to sharing of information with health 

provides.  From 2015, school principals will be required to disclose student and parent information to school health 

program providers for the purposes providing school health programs. (immunisation and dental). 

A full version of the Privacy Statement can be found on our school website. 

 

 

Cooper 

Patrick 

Jessica 

Talitha 

Jack 

Sophie 
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St Stephen’s Catholic NewSchool 

Whole School Prayer Celebrations, 2017  @ 16/2/17 

 

 

 

Day/ Date Liturgical Celebration Year Level 

Term 1     

9am Friday 

20 January 

Welcoming Prayer Celebration Lisa 

1 March Ash Wednesday Liturgies 

(Years 4-6 Church) 12pm 

(Years P-3: Mackillop Hall) 9am 

Parish 

  

  

9am Friday 

3 March 

Leaders’ Mass  Year 6 

Michelle / Lisa 

2:15 Wednesday 

22 March 

Holy Week Celebrations – Stations of 
the Cross 

All Staff 

9am Sunday 

26 March 

School Family Mass – Church 

  

Lisa 

Term 2     

2:15 pm Wednesday 

19 April 

Easter Prayer Celebration All Staff 

2.15pm Wednesday 

26 April 

ANZAC Day Prayer Celebration Year 5 

2.15pm Wednesday 

10 May 

Mother’s Day Prayer Celebration Year 1 

9am Sunday 

28 May 

School Family Mass - Church Lisa 

7pm Friday 

9 June 

Confirmation - Mass Parish 

6:30pm Saturday 

10 June 

First Communion - Mass Parish 

9am Wednesday 

?  June 

Grandparents Day Prayer Celebration 

Open Classrooms 

Year 6 

9am Friday 

23 June 

End of Term 2 Mass – Church 

  

Year 4 
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Whole School Prayer Celebrations, 2017  @ 16/2/17 cont. 
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7February 2017 

 

  Holy Week: Holy Thursday 13th April, Good Friday 14th April, Easter Sunday 16th April. 

  Catholic Education Week: 24 July to 28 July. 

  Prayer Celebrations at a whole school and class level. 

  Liturgical Committee will be formed each term. APRE to invite volunteers at the commencement of each term. 

 Prayer Celebration / Mass plan to be sent to Lisa at least 2 weeks prior to the celebration (please refer to your  
prayer celebration planning sheet in your curriculum folder when planning). 

2.15pm Wednesday 

30 August 

Father’s Day Prayer Celebration Prep 

9am Friday 

15 September 

End of Term 3 Mass – Church Year 3 

Term 4     

2.15pm Wednesday 

? October tbc 

Children’s Mission Day Prayer Celebra-
tion 

Year 1 & 3 

9am Sunday 

22 October - tbc 

School Family Mass – Church 

St Stephen’s Feast Day Celebrations 

Lisa and Staff 

9am Thursday 

2 November 

All Souls Mass 

(Years 4-6 Church) 

Parish 

2:15pm Wednesday 

8 November 

Remembrance Day Reflection Prep 

6pm Thursday 

30 November 

Graduation Mass - Church Year 6 

Michelle / Lisa 

10am Friday 

1 December 

End of School Year Thanksgiving Prayer 
Celebration and Awards Celebration 

ALL STAFF 
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 St Stephen’s School 

Parents & Friends Association 

Monthly Meeting 

Thursday, 9th February 2017 at 7.00 pm 

To be held in the Library 

AGENDA 

1. Opening of meeting 

2. Reflection 

3. Welcome, Attendance and Apologies 

4. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

5. Business Arising from Previous Minutes 

6. Correspondence 

7. Treasurer's Report 

8. President’s Report 

9. Principal’s Report 

10. Other Reports 

10.1 Grants 

10.2 Parish 

11.  Business 

 Narrated presentation for parents/carers of the acceptable use of ICT systems and 
resources policy (45 minute session). Would parents prefer a night/morning/afternoon 
at the school to view the presentation? (Janine) 
 Pittsworth Show and organising helpers for the chip van (Sally) 
 Confirm additional funds owing from the school to the P&F from 2016 (Sally) 
 Mother's Day stall (Sally) 
 New constitution - has it been copied and put in school library and new one sent to 
 Queensland P & F Association (Leah) 

 Diocese delegate (Leah) 
 Meeting dates, times and locations for 2017 (Belinda) 

 
12. Next Meeting:  9th March 2017 at 7 pm in the school library - TBC 

13. Prayer 

14. Meeting Closure 

 



  

 

St Stephen’s Catholic School Newsletter 

TERM 1 Monday  23rd January –  Friday 31st March 2017 

Date Event Commences Responsible 

16th—20th  January Pupil Free Days   All 

20th January Book Drop off 2-3pm All Teachers 

23rd January First day of Term 1 Year 1
-6 
Prep Staggered 

  All 

26th January Australia Day Holiday   All 

27th January Tea & Tissues Morning 
Tea 

9am Mackillop hall Year 1 parents and P&F 
  

8th February Parent Information Night 5pm-7pm   

8th  February Just Leadership Day St 
Stephen’s Program 

8:45-3pm M. Hall Michelle/Lisa and Yr 6 

9th February School Board Meeting 
P&F Meeting 

5.30-7pm 
7-8.30pm 

  

15th-16th February Principals Meeting   Janine 

21st February Mass  9am Yr 6 

26th February Project Compassion 
Launch-St Patrick’s Ca-
thedral Toowoomba 

 9am Lisa 

28th February Mass  9am Year 5 

1st March Ash  Wednesday 9am 
12:30pm 

Prep-3 
4-6 

3rd March Leaders Mass/Opening 
Mass 

9am All 

6th  & 7th March APRE Cluster Days   Lisa 

9th March School Board Meeting 
P&F Meeting 

5.30-7pm 
7-8.30pm 

Janine and P&F 

10th March Lodge Mass 10:30am Yr 4 

14th March Mass 9am Yr 3 

17th March School Cross Country   Anna and All 

18th  March St Stephen Day Parish 
Race Day 

  

22nd  March School Photos   All 

21st March Mass   Yr 2 

26th March School Family Mass 9am All 

28th March Mass 9am Yr 1 

29th March Pizza and Popper Day  All 

30th March Show Holiday   All 

31st March End of Term 2 3pm All 

     CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2017 


