
  

 

 

 “We are but 
travellers on 

this earth and 
in this life.” 

 
St. Mary of the Cross 

Mackillop (1867) 

St Stephen’s Catholic School 
T E R M  1  W E E K  7  

M A R C H  8 T H  M A R C H   2 0 1 7  

School Family 
Mass 
Sunday 26th 
March 2017 at 
9am 

Principal’s Message 

This term I have been focusing on some of the traits of happy families. Ac-
cording to Kay Kuzma, having a sense of humour is one of the top ten traits 
of happy families. 

“Happy families have fun together; they play together; they laugh to-
gether. Having a sense of humor during tense, troublesome mo-
ments…defuses the tension and has an immediate calming effect”.  

At school, the children and teachers are starting to get abit weary as the end 
of term 1 approaches. I believe during these last few weeks of school taking 
the time to have some fun and to play and laugh together will help us make it 
through to the end and walk out the gates at the end of the term still smiling. 
Learning can be difficult, challenging, exasperating and tiring but it also can 
be invigorating, joyful and fun! In the end, it is all about finding a good bal-
ance. A balance between challenge and boredom, evoking invigorating re-
sponses, avoiding excruciating hardships, preventing frustration and empow-
ering learning. 
 A wise teacher once said to me, at the end of a child’s schooling the things 
they will remember the most are the fun times they have shared together in 
the classroom and in the schoolyard. We certainly witnessed this last year 
when we celebrated our school centenary. Past pupils and teachers came 
through our school gates to reminisce about the happy times they had 
shared at St Stephen’s School. What a fantastic legacy. To bring JOY to the 
lives of so many people. Having said all of this, it can be challenging for us 
as adults to remember what it was like once to be a child. We must remem-
ber that making learning fun is a gift. Time taken to play, laugh and have fun 
together is never wasted and if we have good intentions, we can have a very 
positive influence on those around us. 
Perhaps during this Lenten season, we can ‘dig deep’ and ask ourselves - 
how we can bring joy and happiness into the lives of those around work, 
school and us at home. Filling the buckets of those around us with so much 
joy that it becomes so infectious that they pay it forward by filling the buckets 
of others around them. 
God Bless,  
Janine 

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300683 390 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

 Mrs Janine Butlin 

 Mrs Suellen Dennis 

 Mrs Anna Lee 

School Banking 
THURSDAYS-
Commencing 
Week 4 
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I have just spent two very interesting, informative and 

rewarding days at the APRE conference in Toowoom-

ba.  It was a wonderful opportunity to get to meet and 

share ideas with APRE’s from the other Catholic 

schools in the Toowoomba Diocese.  It was also an 

opportunity for me to reflect on the meaningful Celebra-

tions we have here at St Stephen’s.  As a Diocese, one 

of our key goals is to help our students to know Jesus 

better.  Our change from a weekly assembly to a prayer 

celebration is just one example of how we are doing 

this in our school. 

Last week, the Catholic Education Week (CEW) 2017 

theme was announced.  “Sharing the Journey” has 

been based on a number of quotes from Pope Francis.  

The quote from St Mary of the Cross MacKillop the staff 

selected to be our theme for the year is, “We are but 

travellers on this Earth and in this life” (1867).  I was 

amazed at how we were moved by the Spirit to choose 

this theme, which ties in so beautifully with the CEW 

theme. 

Congratulations to our Year 6 class on the prayerful 

way they conducted themselves at the Leadership 

Mass last Friday morning.  They have been using the 

image the Parable of the Mustard Seed to help them to 

know Jesus better.  I look forward to seeing how the 

seeds they have planted take root and grow. 

Sunday the 19th of March is the Feast Day of St. Jo-

seph.  As the husband of Mary and the earthly father of 

Jesus, Joseph is a shining example of having trust in 

the will of God.  St. Mary of the Cross Mackillop says of 

St Joseph,  

“We see in St Joseph a perfect mirror of confidence  

in God – a wonderful, unbounded  

confidence in our good God.” (1893) 

We remember St Joseph in our prayers, especially dur-

ing this time. 

Next Wednesday, the MacKillop Club will lead the 

school in our weekly Celebration.  With the 21st of 

March being Harmony Day, they will be informing the 

school about some activities they will be running at 

lunchtime, including a scavenger hunt.  Our MacKillop 

Club leaders (Nikki, Lachlan, Callum and Patrick) will 

be leading us in prayer as a school community. 

During Drama lessons, students have been busily re-

hearsing their roles for our Holy Week Liturgy on 

Wednesday the 22nd of March at 2:15pm.  At this litur-

gy, each class will present a small section of the last 

week in Jesus’ life; from his triumphant entry into Jeru-

salem on Palm Sunday, up until his death on Good 

Friday.  All families are warmly invited to attend and 

share with us this very important event in the life of the 

Church. 

Our School Family Mass date is fast approaching; Sun-

day the 26th of March, 9am at St Stephen’s Church. 

ALL families are welcome to attend.  After mass there 

will be a shared morning tea in the church grounds.  A 

note will go home next week asking for student volun-

teers to assist with reading etc during mass. 

God Bless 

Lisa Cavanagh 

Acting APRE 

 

 

2017 School Leaders 

APRE News 
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In Year 1 this term we have been working VERY hard. It is fascinating to see just how capable the students are 

as they have made such a big leap from Prep into Year 1. 

We have been quite busy lately getting our art ready for the Pittsworth Show. We all worked extremely hard to get 

them just right! The students created a colourful-collaged house in the background with each person in our family 

glued on the top.  

Cross Country is coming up fast (17th March)! Our Year 1’s have been playing lots of fun sport games to build up 

their running stamina so if they go home a bit tired, that’s probably why! 

Science has been lots of fun learning about sounds all around us. While in HASS we have been exploring the 

past and present, and how different places can become special to us!  

Math has been a big adventure this term with lots to cover! Skip counting, counting to 100, counting on, counting 

back and even some place value with MABs (that’s our favourite)!  

Our morning Literacy Blocks have also been jam packed with writing, reading, editing and a lot to do with how to 

write a recount. During our recount writing we have been hearing about lots of fun weekends!  

News from Year 1 

News from Year 2 

We are a busy bunch of twenty, exploring all sort of wonderful concepts including:  number sequencing, 2D 

shapes, tallies and graphing in Maths.  Reading and writing narratives in English, Plant lifecycles in Science, All 

About me in Health and the life of Jesus in Religion. 

We’re enjoying filling each other’s buckets and expressing our attitudes of gratitude each afternoon after lunch.  

The handheld labyrinths have been a big hit in meditation and we are working on fun fitness in the lead-up to our 

Cross Country carnival on the 17th February. 

Our TERRIFIC two’s are working very diligently to master our non-verbal seat signals, safety line and learning 

ladder. We are extremely impressed by their efficiency and proficiency with these non-negotiables… Well done 

Year 2! 

We utilized scratched and dysfunctional CDs and DVDs to create our fish masterpieces for the Show.  They look 

fantastic, as does our handwriting from “My Country” by Dorothea MacKellar. 

Pictured below are our students utilizing the geoboards to construct 2D shapes in buddies. 
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Opportunity to enter an international Competition 

 

N E W S L E T T E R  T I T L E  

Once again, St Stephen’s will be offering the opportunity for any interested students in Year 2 or above to 

participate in academic competitions in the subject areas of English, Spelling Mathematics and Science. 

The cost and date of each competition is outlined below, we will require a minimum of 3 students in each 

subject area for that particular competition to be offered. 

 

 

The International Competitions and Assessments for Schools (ICAS) is an independent, quality skills-

based assessment program which rewards and recognises achievement. ICAS gives you broad insights 

into your child’s performance across various subject areas. ICAS (sometimes referred to as the UNSW 

assessments) has been developed by Educational Assessment Australia (EAA) since 1981. 

Each student receives: 

an engaging and challenging full-colour test booklet 

an individual diagnostic report highlighting strengths and weaknesses  

login details to access their online results which can be analysed and downloaded 

a High Distinction, Distinction, Credit, Merit or Participation Certificate acknowledging their level of 

achievement 

the chance to receive an individually-engraved UNSW medal for the highest scoring student in each year 

level for each subject. 

To learn more about ICAS go to www.eaa.unsw.edu.au/icas/about . Helpful tools to support your child to 

prepare are also available. You can access practice assessments at www.eaa.unsw.edu.au/icas/

preparation 

To enrol your child in ICAS, please complete the registration form and return it, with your entry 

fees, to the school no later than 20th March 2017. PLEASE NOTE, NO LATE ENTRIES WILL BE AC-

CEPTED.  

 

 
 
 

Subject Cost Assessment Date 

Science $8.00 Tues 30
th
 May 

Spelling $11.00 Wed 14
th
 June 

English $8.00 Tues 1
st
 August 

Mathematics $8.00 Tues 15
th
 August 

http://www.eaa.unsw.edu.au/icas/about
file://///nsg.unsw.edu.au/shared/EAA/Projects/2016/Marketing/Feb%20Pack%202016/_Operations/HandOver/Co-ordinators%20toolkit/www.eaa.unsw.edu.au/icas/preparation
file://///nsg.unsw.edu.au/shared/EAA/Projects/2016/Marketing/Feb%20Pack%202016/_Operations/HandOver/Co-ordinators%20toolkit/www.eaa.unsw.edu.au/icas/preparation
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Pancake Day 
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Chloe 

Gus 

Bella 

Sam  

Sophie 

Riley 

Clare 

Oliver 

 

Charlie 

Savannah 

Callum 

Oliver 

Jacob 

Zali 
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Interschool Equestrian Report: Week 6 

On Sunday 27th February, Josie, Bella & Lottie Ostwald rep-

resented St Stephen’s Catholic School at the Fairholme Col-

lege Interschool Showjumping competition at the Pitts-

worth Showgrounds.   

All girls rode well in all three jumping disciplines against 

tough competition from a variety of schools throughout 

Queensland.  Josie was the youngest rider of  the day. 

Lottie won the A2 and placed third in the Super 2 Phase and 

AM5, being awarded 3rd highest points scorer in the Prima-

ry 60cm category. 

Bella and Josie placed 7th and 8th respectively in the Primary 

50cm category. 

The girls are represented St Stephen’s again this Saturday 

at Millmerran Show in the Primary Dressage. 

 

Interschool Equestrian Report: Week 7 

It was an early start on Saturday morning when 

Josie, Bella & Lottie Ostwald represented St Ste-

phen’s Catholic School at the Millmerran Show 

in Interschool Dressage.  All girls competed in 

the Preliminary 1.1 Qualifier on their horses in 

misty rain.   

The girls rode well and performed to the exact 

letter in the arena, against many primary age 

students from Queensland and Northern New 

South Wales.  Bella & Josie did pleasing 

workouts, trying very hard; and Lottie was suc-

cessful at qualifying with her final score. 

The girls represented the Kurrajong (Pittsworth) 

Pony Club in Hacking, Sporting and Showjump-

ing events throughout the remainder of the day, 

winning numerous ribbons and prize money.  

They will represent St Stephen’s again in two 

weeks at the Glennie Interschool Combined Training and Showhorse events, and will compete at 

Pittsworth Show this weekend as well. 

 

Photos supplied by Kirsty Ostwald 



  

 

P A G E  8  

 

 

 

 

 

ST Stephen’s Catholic School-Pittsworth 
Wednesday 22nd March 2017 
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School Hats 

Following a recent incident with a child in 

a Toowoomba School, with a hat being 

caught on a playground equipment. 

I am requesting all parent to cut the cords 

off the school hats to prevent a further 

unfortunate incident. 

Head Lice 
Please continue to be vigilant in checking your child hair for head lice.  We will send a note 

home to alert you each time a new case is reported in your child’s class.  Please ensure if your 

child has longhair that it is tired back. 

Please be mindful when parking in 

Weale Street not to block  the residents 

driveways. 

NOTICE OF MEETING 
 

of 
 

 St Stephen's School 
P & F Association 

 
to be held on 

 

9th March, 2017 
at 7.00 pm in school 

library 

 

Plant image source from—http://www.freeimages.com/

photo/plant-1-1503680 

Cartoon car imaged sourced from-http://www.freeimages.com/photo/
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St. Stephen’s Parish Sacramental Program 2017 

The Parish Sacramental Program Plan is as follows: 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation was offered in 2016 and the sacraments 

of Confirmation and First Eucharist will be held in our Parish on the 

weekend of 9th of June 2017.  The Bishop of our Diocese, Bishop 

McGuckin will celebrate Confirmation and Father Thomas will celebrate 

First Eucharist on the same weekend.  Participants will attend lessons 

each Thursday after school beginning May 4th.   

The sacraments will continue to be offered in alternate years.  Any que-

ries should be directed to the Parish Office email at:  ststephen-

spittsw@gmail.com 

 

Chalice image sourced from- http://www.freeimages.com/photo/

French fries image sourced from -http://

www.freeimages.com/photo/french-fries-1540635 
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St Stephen’s Catholic School Newsletter 

TERM 1 Monday  23rd January –  Friday 31st March 2017 

Date Event Commences Responsible 

9th March P&F Meeting 7pm-School Library  

9th March School Board Meeting 
P&F Meeting 

6pm 
7-8.30pm 

Janine and P&F 

10th March Lodge Mass 10:30am Yr 4 

14th March Mass 9am Yr 3 

17th March School Cross Country   Anna and All 

18th  March St Stephen Day Parish 
Race Day 

  

22nd  March School Photos   All 

21st March Mass  9am Yr 2 

26th March School Family Mass 9am All 

28th March Mass 9am Yr 1 

29th March Pizza and Popper Day  All 

30th March Show Holiday   All 

31st March End of Term 1 3pm All 

18th April Term 2 commences   All 

     CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2017 

DATE CLAIMER 

 

Parent/Teacher Interviews will be held in Mackillop Hall on the evening of the 19th April between 3:30pm-

8:15pm. 

Notes will be sent home today for you to indicate your preferred times for interview.  Please return these forms 

by Thursday 16th March.  

 

FAMILY PARTICULAR UPDATE FORM 

 

* We still have a number of outstanding Family Particular update forms.  Please complete and sign this form and 

return it  back to the school by Friday 10th March 2017. 


