
  

 

 

 “We are but 
travellers on 

this earth and 
in this life.” 

 
St. Mary of the Cross 

Mackillop (1867) 
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Principal’s Message 
This week I will be attending the Leadership Forum in Chinchilla. One of the 

main items on the agenda will be a discussion on the Toowoomba Catholic 

Schools Reading Improvement Strategy. The Reading Improvement Strategy 

(Prep to 4) is being implemented across all Catholic Schools in the Toowoomba 

Diocese. This strategy revolves around the development of collaborative profes-

sional learning communities and networks with the key purpose of building ca-

pacity and focusing on learning and pedagogical improvement. The strategy 

aims to build on the skills and knowledge of all teachers by deepening their un-

derstanding of best pedagogical practices surrounding the teaching of reading 

in classrooms. There will be four days of professional learning for all teachers 

prep to year four (commencing in term 3) and on-going follow up support in the 

form of modelling, classroom observation, feedback and coaching by a trained 

reading coach. Learning support teachers, middle leaders and school principals 

will all attend professional learning provided by Toowoomba Catholic School’s 

Office. Teachers in the upper grades (years 5 and 6) will be trained in 2018.  

We all know the importance of reading. It is the basis of everything. A day 

doesn’t go by, that we don’t engage in reading.  Whether we are reading sym-

bols, words, letters, books or emails. Fredrick Douglass said, “Once you learn to 

read you will be forever free”. Thank you to our teachers, school officers, par-

ents and volunteers who work together at St Stephen’s School as we strive for 

reading improvement in our school. 

God Bless 

Janine 

“The more you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn the 

more places you’ll go” Dr Seus 

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300 683 390 

 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

 Mrs Janine Butlin 

 Mrs Suellen Dennis 

 Mrs Anna Lee 

School Banking 
THURSDAYS- 



  

 

APRE NEWS 

The Gospel from Luke (LK 24:13-35) used 

this weekend is one of my favourites.  I can 

easily relate to the two disciples who were on 

the road to Emmaus, talking about every-

thing that had happened – trying to make 

sense of the death of their friend and mentor.  

When Jesus joined them on their journey, 

they did not immediately recognise Him.  It 

was not until Jesus was sharing a meal with 

them that they recognised Him.  Unfortunate-

ly, in the instant the disciples realised who it 

was they had been travelling with towards 

Emmaus Jesus vanished. 

The Road to Emmaus Gospel often leads me 

to think about my own ‘road to Emmaus’.  

Each of us have our own journey we are 

travelling and sometimes that path is not 

easy.  Would I recognise Jesus if He jour-

neyed with me?  I’d like to hope so. 

Last week, over 70 of our students walked 

another journey together when they marched 

on ANZAC Day.  There were many more stu-

dents marching with other sporting and com-

munity groups as well.  I was so incredibly 

proud of our students.  Thank you to all who 

attended.  Thank you also to Mrs Dennis and 

our Year 5 class for their very moving AN-

ZAC Prayer Liturgy on Wednesday. 

We have 10 young people from our school 

preparing to receive the sacraments of Con-

firmation and Holy Communion.  Please pray 

for them as they begin this important stage in 

their life.  Preparation lessons begin on 

Thursday the 4th of May in the St Stephen’s 

School Library, after school. 

We have some exciting events coming up at 

St Stephen’s, including the Mother’s Day 

Prayer Celebration (led by Year 1) and our 

Mother’s Day Stall. 

God Bless 

Lisa Cavanagh 

Acting APRE 
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Year 5 News 

This week we welcome Miss Lucy Hood to our 

class from the USQ who will be working with 

us for the next three weeks.  

We are also beginning to work on our ideas for 

the one minute films that the children will be 

creating on the topic “From Seed to Plate”. 

This topic will integrate themes from Technolo-

gy, Media and Health. Keep a look out for 

more information as the term goes on. 

NAPLAN will be here in a couple of weeks so 

the children have been reviewing, revising and 

practising various questions in Reading, Writ-

ing, Language Conventions (Spelling and 

Punctuation) and Numeracy.  

Please continue to hear your children read – 

oral reading is great – and ask your children 

questions about what they have read. This will 

ensure that they understand the text.  

During May we will be concentrating on Mary, 
the Mother of Jesus. Children will be praying 
the Rosary while learning about the Mysteries 
of the Rosary. Our Religious studies will con-
tinue as we explore the Holy Spirit in the lives 
of believers. We also wish a number of our 
class all the best for their forthcoming Confir-
mation and First Communion. These will take 
place on Friday 9th June and Saturday 10th 
June respectively.  

 

Year 6 News 

Students have been researching information to 

write a biography on a soldier from the local 

area.  They are participating in an RSL Com-

munity Project titled Pittsworth WW1 Link Pro-

ject.  Each student has received a profile about 

a soldier, which they have used to write their 

biography. 

On ANZAC Day thirteen of our year six stu-
dents marched behind the veterans wearing 
the badge bearing the name of their soldier.  
Students wore the badges with honor and re-
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Year 6 News cont 

 

We wish to thank Mr. Peter Sykes of the 
Pittsworth Branch of the RSL for coordinating 
this research project. 

 

 

Student reflection written about ANZAC 
Day and what it means to him. 

ANZAC Day 2017 

By Lachlan Thompson 

On 25 April 2017 some year six students, 

Mrs. Arnold and I went and marched down 

the main street of Pittsworth. We marched 

behind the veteran soldiers.  We thought 

some of these soldiers must have been in the 

Navy or Air Force because they did not have 

slouch hats on. In remembrance, some peo-

ple wore poppies or rosemary.  

When the march had reached the cenotaph, 

and the trumpeter had played The Last Post 

and Rouse, we waited while members of the 

community placed their wreaths on the ceno-

taph. 

On Monday 23 April, we had to study a hero 

from World War 1. I have to study Alexander 

Forbes Hogarth, who was a member of the 

11th Light Horse Regiment. He was born in 

1888 and died on August 6, 1915. He enlist-

ed on 10 March 1915, he only survived five 

months.  He was noted as killed in action 

(KIA), but actually died while on duty, from 

pneumonia. 

 

ANZAC Day to me means remembrance and 
showing respect.  It is a day we need to rec-
ognize because if the ANZACS did not land 
in Gallipoli on April 25, 1915 Australia might 
not be the same free country it is today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A new bell has made the year six students so 

excited.  Thank you Mrs. Butlin. 

For those of us who have been at St. Ste-

phen’s since Prep, the old bell has been rung 

approximately 11,259 times. 

From Thursday 27 April until we graduate, 

the new bell will sound approximately 1,296 

times. 

The old bell was purchased in 2008. 
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St Stephen's P & F 

General Meeting Minutes 
Held on 20th April 2017 

Venue: Afternoons & Coffeespoons 

Opened: 9.15 am 

 

Present: Janine Butlin, Sally Croft, Leah Moore, Jen Bourke, Lisa McEwan, Telia Simpson, Hollie Fitzpatrick, Miranda Stir-

ling, Naomi Janz, Nicole Cantarella, Carolyn Moore, Lisa Gillam 

 

Apologies: Hannah Schultz, Sharon Denning, Mel Smith 

 

Confirmation of previous minutes: Previous Minutes presented by Belinda Saal 

Moved: Belinda Saal 

Seconded: Jen Bourke 

 

Business arising from minutes: 

 Phonic Ear Quote from Visual Focus for $6,299.08 to install into year 3 and 4 

classrooms. Purchase order has been prepared. 

Action: Janine Butlin  by 18/05/17 

 Long Sleeve Polo Going ahead with long sleeved polo. Will be available from 

Condamine Clothing. Message to be sent out when they are available. Action: Janine Butlin to send out message when 

polo are available from Condamine Clothing. 

 

Inward correspondence 

Date From Content 

08/03/17 Toowoomba Regional Council Anzac Day Donation 

Outward correspondence-Nil 

Belinda moves that the correspondence report be passed. Seconded by Jen Bourke 

 

Business arising from correspondence: 

 $50.00 donation to be made to local Pittsworth Legacy group instead of purchasing a book. Jen Bourke to pur-

chase a card. Sally to speak with Jason Driscoll to confirm. Moved: Leah Moore Seconded: Jen Bourke 

Treasurer’s report (Carolyn Moore): Closing balance as of 20th April 2017 is $8,273.77 

Moved: Carolyn Moore Seconded: Lisa McEwan 

  $1,765 profit from the Pittsworth Show 

  A donation of $5,700 to the school for the purchase of 2 Phonic Ear Audio Enhancement Systems to be installed 

in the year 3 and 4 classrooms. Moved: Leah Moore Seconded: Belinda Saal 

 • Internet banking working very well. 

President's Report (Sally Croft): 

 Thank you to all the helpers that worked at the chip van at the Pittsworth Show. 

  Thank you to Miranda Stirling for organising the Mother's Day stall. 

 Thank you to the St Stephen's community for their support towards the Thompson family. Moved: Sally Croft. 

Seconded: Belinda Saal. 
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St Stephen's P & F 

General Meeting Minutes Cont 
 

 

Principal's Report (Janine Butlin): 

1. Chloe attended a mentoring conference for first year teachers. 

2. PD for staff included Zones of Regulation and non-violent crisis intervention. Ellen, Chloe and Deanne attended PD on teaching of 

literacy. 

3. Congratulations to Kylie McMahon who was married over the Easter holidays. No more Miss M we now have Mrs Bach. 

4. Last term we had our first Special needs meetings. A junior and a senior special needs meeting is held each term. 

5. Children enjoyed the World of Maths visit to the school. The displays were interactive and required team work and problem solving 

skills. 

6. We finished the term with a whole school family mass. 

Coming up 

 Principal’s Leadership Forum in Chinchilla 

 Jackie and Chloe will be attending some PD on Literacy Blocks. 

 NAPLAN testing 

 Deanne and myself will undertaking a on-line course on reading data Maintenance 

  Fix a leaking underground pipe behind the toilet block. 

  Install new sensor in the boy’s toilet to operate the flushing of the urinals. This was quite expensive as the wiring was deterio-

rated and had to be replaced. 

 Guttering cleared out at the front of the school 

 Lay turf on the northern side of the school and pebbles near the gate. 

 We will be planting some red roses around the flagpole leading up to ANZAC day to revamp the peace garden 

 Complete the deck by filling in around the centre of the tree 

  Lay turf around the outside of the deck 

 New sand in the sand pit 

  Restore the edge of the sandpit across the road and tidy up the boundaries and around the trees. 

Projects coming up 

 New ipads for new teaching staff 

  Phonic ear installation in year 3 and year 4 classrooms 

New projects 

 Long jump pit near the Sports shed. 



  

 

St Stephen's P & F 

General Meeting Minutes Cont 

APRE Report (Lisa Cavanagh): 

• As per report. 

Grants Report 

• Successful grant through McDonalds for another shade tent. 

• Gambling Community Benefit Fund grant to be applied for to construct a shade structure over the playground near the sport's hall. 

Quotes to be obtained 

by Janine. 

Parish Report (Lisa Gillam): 

• $4,748.01 was raised at the St Stephen's Parish Race Day. 

• Flower girls and page boys needed for the Deb Ball on 12th May. 

• Sacramental confirmation is on 9th June and First Eucharist on 10th June. 

General Business 

No. Item Issue raised Action By 

1. Janelle Hintz Open Garden 

Janelle Hintz has requested the P & F to do morning and afternoon tea at her Open Garden on 28th and 29th October. Coffee machine to 

be organised. Moved: Sally Croft Seconded: Belinda Saal. Action: Lisa Gillam to co-ordinate by 27/10/17 

2. Mother's Day Stall Miranda will have about 3 small raffles at the Mother's Day Stall. Action: Miranda Stirling  by11/05/17 

3. Athletics Carnival To be held on 15th June 2017. No canteen will be run by the P & F. Organise coffee van, hot spuds and pizzas. Action: 

Belinda Saal to organize Runnin on Hot Spuds and Coffee and Pizza Hut. By 01/05/17 

4. Tuckshop Orders Stickbeaks Reusable lunch order bags to be trialed at tuckshop. Fifty bags to be ordered as a trial.  

Action: Sally Croft to order trial bags  by 01/05/17 

 

5. Old BBQ There is an old BBQ in the shed. Please make an offer. Action : Leah Moore 

6 Playground The fort over the road needs to be removed and taken away. Offers to be considered. 

Action : Janine Butlin 

NOTICE OF MEETING 
of 

St Stephen's School 

P & F Association 
to be held on 

18th May, 2017 

at 7.00 pm 

at Pittsworth Hotel Motel 

Please forward agenda items to the school 

office by 11th May 2017 

pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au 



  

 

Students of the Week—Week 2 

Interschool Equestrian Report 

Over the long weekend, Lottie Ostwald represented St Stephen’s School in the South East Queensland Interschool Equestri-

an Championships at Beaudesert Showgrounds.  She competed in various components of Showjumping, Dressage, Show-

man, Showhorse and Combined Training and had to know 14 set workouts off by-heart to present to judges.   

She rode well and achieved: 

1
st
 Primary Showjumping 

6th 1:2 Dressage 

7th 1:3 Dressage 

4th Showhorse 

5th Showman 

2nd Combined Training 

 

 

Lottie was presented with the Primary Showjumping Encouragement Award, another rug for her horse Kings Gina. 

 

 

Sophie, Matthew , Mitchell,  Holly, Charlotte and Emily 



  

 

St. Stephen’s Parish Sacramental Program 2017 

The Parish Sacramental Program Plan is as follows: 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation was offered in 2016 and the sacraments of Confirmation 

and First Eucharist will be held in our Parish on the 9th  and 10th of June 2017.  The Bishop 

of our Diocese, Bishop McGuckin will celebrate Confirmation and Father Thomas will cele-

brate First Eucharist on the same weekend.  Participants will attend lessons each Thursday 

after school beginning May 4th.   

The sacraments will continue to be offered in alternate years.  Any queries should be di-

rected to the Parish Office email at:  ststephenspittsw@gmail.com 

 

 

 Chalice image sourced from- http://www.freeimages.com/photo/chalice-1411914 

SCHOOL FEES: 

Parents now have an option to pay the school fees 

via EFTPOS either by phone or in person.   

 

The new long sleeve School polo shirts have just arrived 

and are available to “Condamine Clothing” Pittsworth 

for $35 each. 

Tennis Coaching begins  

Tuesday and Wednesday  

afternoons 

Please contact Ruth Von Pien-0412396609 

  
Tennis imaged sourced from -http://www.freeimages.com/photo/tennis-silhouette-2-1428818 
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This  playground fort at the Weale St Oval needs to be removed and taken away as it 

deemed to be unsafe for the students.  Offers to be considered.  

Forward any  offers in writing to pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au by 17th May 2017 



  

 



  

 



  

 

     CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2017 
TERM 2 Tuesday 18th April- Friday 23rd June 2017 

18th April First day of Term 2 8:45am 

19th April Easter Prayer Celebration 2:15pm-Sports Hall 

19th April Parent Teacher interviews 3:30-8.30pm in M. Hall 

20TH April P&F Meeting 9am-Afternoons & Coffee Spoons 

21st April Gore Highway Cross Country –Cecil 
Plains 

  

25th April ANZAC DAY March 10am 

26th April ANZAC day Prayer celebration-Yr 5 2:15pm in M. Hall 

1st May Labour Day   

9--11th May NAPLAN-Yr 3 & Yr 5   

10th May Mother’s Day Prayer Celebration-Yr 1 2:15pm in M. Hall 

12th May Lodge Mass-Yr 5  10.30am 

12th May P&F Mother’s Day Stall  

14th May Mother’s Day   

16th May Parish Mass-Yr 4 9am 

18th May P&F Meeting 7pm-Pittsworth Hotel Motel 

23rd May Parish Mass-Yr 3 9am 

28th May School Family Mass 9am 

30th May Paris Mass-Yr 2 9am 

2nd June Under 6  Day   

7th June Grandparents Prayer Celebration and 
Open classrooms 

9am in M. Hall 
 

8th June P&F Meeting 7pm-School Library 

9th June Lodge Mass-Yr 6  

9th June Confirmation-Yr 7 6.30pm-Parish 

10th June First Communion 6.30pm 

13th June Parish Mass-Prep– Yr 6 9am 

13th June School Performance-The Bongo Brothers   

15th June School Athletics Carnival Bridgman Oval 

23rd June End of Term Mass 9am 

23rd  June Last day of Term 2 3pm 


