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Principal’s Message
“We are but
travellers on
this earth and
in this life.”
St. Mary of the Cross
Mackillop (1867)

School Banking
THURSDAYSStudent Protection Resources for Parents:
For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188

Child Safety Services
You can make a report of
voice your concerns-

1300 683 390

Last week there were alot of activities in the school in the lead up to Mother’s Day. We
had a multi-draw raffle on Wednesday at the end of assembly and a mother’s day stall on
Friday. This event was coordinated by Miranda Stirling and Amanda Barron. They rounded a band of helpers and there was a lovely warm buzz in MacKillop Hall all morning on
Friday while the stall was in progress.
This is a wonderful event for a number of reasons.
Firstly, the children are always very excited about their shopping expedition as they
search for the perfect gift for their mothers. Secondly, there were many mums on hand to
offer suggestions, assist with finances and wrap their presents. It was similar to a mini
market.
THANK YOU…THANK YOU… THANK YOU
It is events like these that the children will remember fondly when they look back on their
schooling at St Stephen’s School.
On a sad note. This week the staff will farewell Gretchen Thomson after many years of
service to St Stephen’s School. Gretchen came to St Stephen’s in 2012. Over the past
years, Gretchen has worked in the capacity of cleaner. Unfortunately, she can no longer
continue in this capacity. Thank you Gretchen for your contribution to our school and
good luck in the future.
Finally, thank you to the Parents and Friends Association generous donation to the school
we have been able to install a further two phonic ear systems in the years 3 and 4 classrooms.
These audio enhancements systems are a wonderful addition to the classroom. Children
can clearly hear the teacher’s voice anywhere in the classroom. They also ensure adequate voice care for teachers.

Thank you to parents and staff of St Stephen’s for assisting us in the education of the students of the future.
SCHOOL STUDENT
PROTECTION CONTACTS

Mrs Janine Butlin
Mrs Suellen Dennis
Mrs Anna Lee

God Bless
Janine

School Councellor
Ms Anne Woodcroft-Brown
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APRE
“I am the way, the truth and the light” (John 14:6).
Whilst visiting my mother-in-law in Kingaroy over the
weekend, we attended mass at St. Mary’s Church. The
gospel reading was from John and it includes the line – “I
am the way, the truth and the light” (John 14:6). Jesus
said these words to his disciples describing how they
could get to know God. Jesus is the way, the path we
need to travel to get there. He is the truth and He is the
light in the darkness.
Our next school family mass is on Sunday the 28th of May
at 9am in St Stephen’s Church. At this mass, the 13
young candidates for confirmation and Holy Communion
will be presented to our parish community. We ask your
prayers for our young peple as they journey towards
reeiving these sacraments of initiation. A huge thank you
to Mrs Arnold and their families for helping guide them
towards knowing Jesus better. All members of our
school community are invited to attend the mass and to
stay for a ‘cuppa’ afterwards. Any donations of morning
tea items would be gratefully accepted.

In the coming weeks, we will be commemorating Reconciliation Week as a school. National Reconciliation week
(27th May to 3rd June) this year also celebrates three significant events in the history of Australia.
The first is the 20th anniversary of the “Bringing Them
Home” report into the Stolen Generation, the second is
the 50th Anniversary of the Referendum to count Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians as Australian
Citizens (yes – only 50 years ago!!) and the third is the
25th anniversary of the Mabo case which declared Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders to be the Traditional Owners of the land. Each time we meet as a school we
acknowledge the traditional owners of the land upon
which we meet, the Giabal people. Mrs Lee and Year 4
will lead us in prayer during our celebration on the 24 th of
May at 2:30pm around Reconciliation.
God Bless
Lisa Cavanagh
Acting APRE

Year 3

News

There has been quite a flurry of busy individuals in Year
Three as of late. Last week the Year Three’s successfully
completed their first lot of NAPLAN tests.

Every student did such a wonderful job and really
gave each task their all. I am certainly proud of all
the effort they put in over the three days – well done
Year Three!
Aside from NAPLAN, we have been looking at the
roles of the Bishop and Father Thomas in our Diocese, and the meanings behind each of the symbols
in the Diocesan Crest in Religion.
In Maths, we have just finished off Measurement
and are now learning about Time - many students
are already experts! Once we have completed our
learning about Time, we will be looking at Data and
how it is collected and represented in Graphs.
In Literacy, Year Three have been learning about
Persuasive Texts. We have been exploring the
structure of a Persuasive text, as well as the type of
language that is used to persuade a reader including rhetorical questions, emotive language, modality, personal pronouns and facts. We have also explored how to write a sizzling start – an introduction
that excites the reader.
In Science, we have been looking at push and pull
forces and friction. In our last session of Science we
investigated what would happen when we rub our
hands together. Once that was completed we put on
a pair of gloves and did the same thing – looking to
see if anything would change. Everyone noticed that
our hands became quite hot!
In Humanities and Social Sciences, Year Three
have been looking into the past and present. We
viewed a range of images taken several years ago
in Pittsworth, identified the features we could see
and compared them to what we see and know of
Pittsworth today. Some of the images included the
old Dairy, the original Tattersall’s hotel, Post Office,
State School, Fruit Store and Pool. We also learnt
that Pittsworth was once named Beauaraba.

Year 4 News
In Year 4 we are busily completing our assessment
on persuasive writing. Students have been gathering information and working hard on ideas about
homework. Some students believe that we have too
much homework; some believe we have too little
homework; and some believe that the homework
should change.
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They have been using their new found persuasive Students of the Week
skills to convince their teacher to let them do coding on I-Pads. In science this term we are investi- Week 3-Sienna, Logan, Allie. Indiana, Ryan, Ellie,
gating the states of matter and how some materials Harper, Tom
change. We experiment with different types of substances and examine reversible and irreversible
changes.
In Religion this term we are studying the church
past and the present. Students will examine how
stories, people and rituals of the past can influence
our lives. We will study the life of St. Paul and how
he managed to spread the story of Christ across
many nations. In Geography, we are studying the
effects of flooding and other natural disasters. We
will examine the recent floods in Queensland and
the short and long-term consequences of this
Week 4-Beau, Olivia, Alexis, Mason B, Caitlin G, Sarah,
event.
Charlotte, Fletcher
The class is discovering in all subjects, it is important to understand how we learn and that we all
learn in different ways.

Interschool Equestrian Report

Changes to Newsletter Format

Last weekend, Lottie Ostwald represented St Stephen’s at
the Darling Downs Interschool Equestrian Championships
at Dalby. Over the 3 days, she & her horse performed 13
separate workouts from 5 different disciplines; against
schools from all over the Darling Downs and South West
Queensland. She received the following results:

Combined Training – Champion Primary Preliminary 45cm
Dressage – 6th Primary Preliminary
th
Pope Francis, asks everyone to be stewards of the Showhorse – 4 Primary Show Hack
environment. This is something at St Stephen’s Showman – 6th Primary 3-Phase
we are working on. We have purchased recycling Showjumping – Champion Primary 50cm
bins for each classroom, are composting lunch
scraps and have invited guest speakers in to teach
us about recyclers. We are promoting the school Lottie is the second St Stephen’s student to have won
website, email and skoolbag app as alternatives to both of these Champion trophies. Former student Camerpaper copies.
Newsletter format has been on Moffatt, has also won these in previous years. Go St
changed to A4. Paper copies are available upon Stephen’s!!
request.
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School Fees Schedule 2017
Payment options for School Fees:
1.
2.

Cash/Cheque or credit card paid at the office
Foer those who wish to pay by (Direct Deposit) Internet Banking only . Please ensure you leave a
name/account number for our records if you se this method of payment.

ACCOUNT NAME: ADF
BSB: 064-786
ACCOUNT: 517146001
3.

Direct Debit forms available from the office.

SCHOOL FEES DUE 19TH MAY 2017
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Late Arrivals and Early Departures
must come to the office and be
signed in/out

Free Dress Day
Free Dress day in support of Dalby State School.
On Friday 2nd June we will be having a free dress
day. Cost is a gold coin donation. Participation is
optional. Please ensure all children who are participating wear closed in footwear and a broad
brimmed hat.
All funds raised will go towards supporting the
Dalby State School who suffered significant damage in a recent fire.

Medication at School
If your child requires medication to be administered at school, please complete a form which is
available from the office. Under the new guidelines form the Department of Education and Training over the counter medication requires medical
authorisation from a prescribing health practitioner
(eg. Doctor, Dentist, Optometrist, but not a pharmacist to administer any mediation to students,
including those bought over the counter. No student is to carry mediation in their bag. All medication is to be handed into the office.

Change of Student details
If your contact details have changed eg. address,
phone contacts and email, please notify the office
as this is important for your child’s safety in the
case of an emergency.
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Federal Government changes create uncertainty for
school funding

Library

Over the last week you will have heard significant
discussion in the media about school funding and
Catholic schools in particular.
The funding package announced by the Prime Minister and the Education Minister includes a number of
changes that should be of concern to us as a Catholic school community.
While the package includes a base funding increase
beyond what had previously been proposed by the
Federal Government, it also alluded to a number of
changes to the existing funding system which may
impact on the overall level of funding to Queensland
Catholic schools.
The Catholic education sector is concerned the Federal Government has, to date, been unable to provide the necessary detail to allay concerns about potential funding reductions.
Some key points of concern include:
The absolute failure of the Federal Government to
consult with the Catholic sector before announcing its proposed changes
The lack of detail and so a heightened sense of
uncertainty about our future funding position
Proposed changes to the funding model which
target Catholic school systems and which will
potentially reduce our funding and impact on
fee levels in schools.
The Catholic education sector has urged the Federal
Government to urgently meet Catholic education representatives to provide more detail about how the
proposed changes will impact on schools, teachers
and parents and to negotiate an acceptable outcome.

P&F News

Our next P & F Meeting is on Thursday, 18th May at
7 pm at the Pittsworth Hotel Motel.

CPR
CPR course will be held at St Stephen’s School on
12th July between 3.30pm-4.45pm. Cost will be $60
per person. If anyone is interested in attending
please contact the school office (4693 1627) by
25/05/2017.

Bella Sisters Pittsworth

Bella Sisters is a fortnightly support group for
girls in years 6-12 (established by City Women Toowoomba). These are inspiring nights,
helping to empower girls in who they are and
what they believe. Our heart is to see girls
become overcomers and not victims. Bella
Sisters offers the girls a safe place of belonging. We meet each Wednesday fortnight during the school term. If you require more information please contact Lyndsay Beattie on
0437 569 333 or Sharlene Vonhoff on
0409279142.
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Yoga
Come and try yoga! How would you like to get
to know your body better, improve flexibility,
help aches and pains, deal better with stress
and frustrations and improve your overall physical, mental and emotional wellbeing? Come join
me on the mat Monday mornings 9-10am for a
great stretch, strengthening and de-stress
class. All levels welcome, even if you can't
touch your toes .$10 per casual class. BYO yoga mat if you have one, towel, water & comfortable stretchy clothing,
Contact Olya on 0401578147 if you have any
questions
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Pittsworth Early Years Network

8

Walk to School Message
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Darling Downs School Report
If you are interested in any of these trials please see Mrs Lee for nominations. Please be aware that you
need to be playing these sports at a club and be of a high skill level to trial for these sports.
The Inner Downs Primary Sports calendar is set at the start of the school year. If you would like a copy
contact Mrs Lee or Kym at the school office.
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TERM 2 Tuesday 18th April- Friday 23rd June 2017
18th May

P&F Meeting

7pm-Pittsworth Hotel Motel

23rd May

Parish Mass-Yr 3

9am

24th May

Senior Celebration-Year 4

2.30pm MacKillop Hall

26th May

Under 6’s concert

10am MacKillop Hall

28 May

School Family Mass

9am

30th May

Parish Mass-Yr 2

9am

31st May

Junior Celebration-Prep

2.30pm MacKillop Hall

5th June

World Environment Day

9am-MacKillop Club

7th June

Grandparents Prayer Celebration 9am in M. Hall
and Open classrooms

8th June

P&F Meeting

9th June

Lodge Mass-Yr 6

th

th

7pm-School Library

9 June

Confirmation-Yr 7

6.30pm-Parish

10th June

First Communion

6.30pm

13 June

Parish Mass-Prep– Yr 6

9am

13th June

School Performance-The Bongo
Brothers

14th June

Parish Mass-Year 2

9am

15th June

School Athletics Carnival

Bridgman Oval

23rd June

End of Term Mass

9am

Last day of Term 2

3pm

th

rd

23

June

PO Box 285,
Pittsworth
QLD
4356
Tel: 0746931627
Fax: 07 46932156
Email:pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au
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