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Principal’s Message
“We are but
travellers on
this earth and
in this life.”
St. Mary of the Cross
Mackillop (1867)

School Banking
THURSDAYSStudent Protection Resources for Parents:
For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188

Child Safety Services
You can make a report of
voice your concerns-

Today signals the last day of autumn with the 1st of June heralding the start of Winter.
We have been particularly blessed with the lovely warm sunny days that we have been
having. Last Friday, St Stephen’s school invited children from other early childhood centres in the Pittsworth area to join us for a morning of shared songs and storytelling to
celebrate under 6’s week.
The year five class led by Suellen Dennis welcomed our visitors with a wonderful African
song. Each group sang a shared a song with the children. This was followed with group
story time. Our wonderful early childhood teachers moved between groups to share a
story. Next, we headed down to the prep grounds for a shared morning tea of sandwiches and fruit. Thank you to Mrs Kylie Bach for planning and organising this wonderful
event. A good time was had by all, with the simple sharing of stories and songs.
I believe it is good to get back to some good ‘old-fashioned’ fun or sitting around as a
group singing and telling stories. In today’s modern world what we often lack is the ability to do this as we engage more and more with devices such as mobile phones and
ipads and lose the ability to engage in group activities.
Thank you to our prep mums who came along and made the sandwiches and our parents, friends and grandparents who stayed to enjoy the wonderful outdoors.
God Bless,
Janine

1300 683 390

SCHOOL STUDENT
PROTECTION CONTACTS

Mrs Janine Butlin
Mrs Suellen Dennis
Mrs Anna Lee
School Councellor
Ms Anne Woodcroft-Brown

1

APRE

Year 1 News

It was wonderful to see so many families at our School Family
Mass on Sunday at St Stephen’s Church. Thank you to all
those who participated in the mass and brought along morning
tea to share. A special thank you to Pam Tandy who once
again organised the setting up and serving of morning tea after
mass. It was wonderful to have our candidates for Holy Communion and Confirmation presented to the congregation during
mass. We ask for your prayers for these young people as they
prepare to receive the sacraments on the weekend of the 9th
and 10th of June. 10 students from St Stephen’s School are
part of the sacramental program and we especially pray for;
Nicole, Chloe, Emily, Jessica, Charlie, Mitchell, Matthew, William, Lottie and Harry.

In Year One we are about to delve into our assessment
on narrative writing. We have been very busy looking at
narrative structure and how to make our readers want to
keep reading! We have explored sizzling starts (an exciting to start to hook the reader in) and starting our narratives with a bang!

This week marks several very significant events in Australian
history. It is 50 years since the referendum that resulted in
Indigenous Australians being granted the rights of other Australian Citizens. It also marks the anniversary of ex-Prime Minister Kevin Rudd’s apology on behalf of the Australian Government for policies during the Stolen Generation and the historic
Mabo decision overturning the idea of “terra nullius” or empty
land. Reconciliation Week is a way for us to recognise and
move forward from the past, together as one.
We have much to learn from our Indigenous brothers and sisters in respect to connection to the land, respect for elders and
so much more. Our Australian Curriculum recognises this valuable contribution and enables us to learn more about this rich
and ancient culture.
Last Wednesday, Year 4 led the school in a meaningful prayer
celebration, highlighting Reconciliation Week. At this celebration, we created an artwork that will be displayed in the school.
This artwork is a representation of our commitment towards
Reconciliation here at St Stephen’s. Thank you to Mrs Lee
and Year 4 for their passionate, enthusiastic and meaningful
prayer celebration.

In Maths, we have been learning A LOT! Last week we
explored grid directions and made our own treasure
map. This week we will be investigating time. We are
looking forward to recognising the hands on a clock and
how to tell time to the half hour.
In HASS, we have been using Google Earth to explore
Pittsworth, and have been exploring compasses and the
terms North, East, South, West or Never Eat Soggy
Weetbix. We can identify natural, managed and constructed features and how we can care for different environments.
Science is similar to our HASS as we are exploring the
changes in different environments due to season and
weather change. We are also investigating how different
features change over time.
Thank you to everyone who bought in or sent through
photos or keepsakes of our Baptisms. We have been
exploring the symbols and actions for both Baptism and
the Eucharist sacraments, we will soon be investigating
the local parish community and the various church roles.
We had a fantastic time at church with Father Thomas
baptizing a fellow St Stephen’s student to demonstrate
this sacrament of initiation.

God Bless

Lisa Cavanagh
Acting
APRE
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Year 2 News

Students of the Week

Not only can we spell terrific and brilliant but we can
also tell you how to spell many other power words that
Week 5we’re incorporating into our everyday speaking, reading
and writing.
We’ve been getting our hands into all different types of
mixtures in Science and still nurturing and watching our
Sweet Potatoes grow in our pots outside the Staffroom.
In Maths we are working very hard on instant recall of
facts, and have been investigating 3D shapes, money,
graphs, tables and reading time.
We love literacy rotations including a variety of reading,
writing and listening activities. Mrs Ferguson’s ‘Shake it
Spelling’ is a big hit. We’re so grateful that she’s
brought the jump rope back to the classroom! We’re
learning about the purpose of information reports and
have begun writing our own information reports
Lastly, we want to let you all know that ……….… “We
are terrific – BOOM!”

Caitlin, Jillian, Harry, Ellyshia, Keira, Jeriel
Week 6-

Mrs Ferguson doing “Shake it spelling” with a
group of Year 2 students

Under 6’s Day

Lily, Matthew, Charntay and Ellie

Interschool Equestrian Report
Last Saturday, Lottie Ostwald represented St Stephen’s at Morgan Park in Warwick for the Scots College PGC Showman
event. This horse discipline is in 3-phases where the rider completes a dressage test, then a complex ridden workout and lastly must unsaddle their horse and perform an in-hand workout
without any interaction or help from adults until they leave the
arena.
Lottie and her horse worked well to receive 4th place in the Primary section.
Lottie has now qualified for the QLD State Championships on
the first week of the School holidays at Toowoomba Showgrounds in five different disciplines (Dressage, Combined Training, Showjumping, Showhorse and Showman).
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School Fees Schedule 2017
Payment options for School Fees:
1.
2.

Cash/Cheque or credit card paid at the office
Foer those who wish to pay by (Direct Deposit) Internet Banking only . Please ensure you leave a
name/account number for our records if you se this method of payment.

ACCOUNT NAME: ADF
BSB: 064-786
ACCOUNT: 517146001
3.

Direct Debit forms available from the office.

SCHOOL FEES DUE 19TH MAY 2017
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Late Arrivals and Early Departures
must come to the office and be
signed in/out

Free Dress Day
Free Dress day in support of Dalby State School.
On Friday 2nd June we will be having a free dress
day. Cost is a gold coin donation. Participation is
optional. Please ensure all children who are participating wear closed in footwear and a broad
brimmed hat.
All funds raised will go towards supporting the
Dalby State School who suffered significant damage in a recent fire.

Scholastic Book Club
All book orders to back to the
office by Monday 5th June 2017

Medication at School
If your child requires medication to be administered at school, please complete a form which is
available from the office. Under the new guidelines form the Department of Education and Training over the counter medication requires medical
authorisation from a prescribing health practitioner
(eg. Doctor, Dentist, Optometrist, but not a pharmacist to administer any mediation to students,
including those bought over the counter. No student is to carry mediation in their bag. All medication is to be handed into the office.

Change of Student details
If your contact details have changed eg. address,
phone contacts and email, please notify the office
as this is important for your child’s safety in the
case of an emergency.
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Information for Parents!
St Stephen’s Athletics Carnival 2017
The athletics carnival will take place at Bridgman Oval and will be for ALL students. Please see the table below for
further details:
Please note that the St Stephen’s Catholic School Office will be closed on Thursday 15th June. If you need to
make contact with the school, please ring the School Mobile phone on 0402 829 728

Inter-house Athletics Carnival

When:

Thursday 15th June, 2017.

Time:

8:30am – 2:30pm

Where:

Bridgman Oval

Who:

Prep – 6 Students

Events:

200m, 100m, 80m, 50m, 60m
Discus, Long Jump, Shot Put, Ball games and Relays

Arrival:

Tabloid Sports (Years 5-7 only)
Students need to arrive between 8:30am and 8:45am. They need to report to
their Class Teacher upon arrival.
Bus students will be dropped at Pittsworth State School on Hume Street and
will be collected by Mrs Ferguson.

Departure

Students may leave with their parents at the conclusion of the carnival.
Students must be signed out from their class teacher before leaving.
Students going home on the bus or to be collected from St Stephen’s will return
to school accompanied by Mrs Bach at 2.45pm.

URGENT
Parent Helpers are still required!!!!
Sporting Schools Grant
St Stephen's School have been fortunate enough to secure a grant this term from sporting schools. This grant is
being used for a coach from Athletics Australia to run sessions with Yr 1-Yr 6 students. This program will begin this
Thursday in conjunction with PE lessons.
Also, please note that our Athletics Carnival is quickly approaching. If you can assist on the day it will be greatly
appreciated. Please complete the form attached and return to school office asap.

Yours in sport,
Kristy Cameron
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Centenary Merchandise

This little cross was crafted by Mr George Arnold, Stu-

dent Number: 454, enrolled:1929 from timber sourced
from the building known as St Stephen’s Parish Centre
prior to the building being removed. The convent was
opened on the same day as St Joseph’s Catholic
School—6th August 1916 and was sold and removed December 2013 for relocation. $10-00.

“Celebrate our Spirit” books are available for
purchase from the school office or
Lloyd Cronin 0428 220 617 for $20-00 or
$30-00 with postage.

Limited numbers

available.

P&F News
PHOTOS FROM
CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS

NOTICE OF MEETING
of

If you would like to order

St Stephen's School

photos from the Centenary

P & F Association

celebrations please contact the
school office.

$10-00 CD
$20-00 USB

to be held on

8th June, 2017
at 7.00 pm
at St Stephen's Library
Please forward agenda items to the school office by 1st June
2017
pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au
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St Stephen’s P&F General Meeting Minutes
Held on 18th May 2017
Venue: Pittsworth Hotel Motel
Opened: 7.10 pm
Present: Janine Butlin, Sally Croft, Jen Bourke, Leah Moore, Sharon Denning, Belinda Saal, Telia Simpson.
Apologies: Lisa Gillam, Miranda Stirling, Mel Smith, Carolyn Moore.
Confirmation of previous minutes: Previous Minutes presented by Belinda Saal.
Moved: Belinda Saal.
Seconded: Leah Moore.
Business arising from minutes:
Item
Old BBQ
Playground
Phonic Ear
Athletic's
Carnival
Tuckshop
Orders

Issue Raised

Action

By

To be advertised in the newsletter and
numbers for food to be obtained.

Janine Butlin

Sold for $20.

Nil

The fort over the road has been sold for
$500
Visual Focus has installed phonic ear into
year 3 and 4 classrooms.
To be held on 15th June 2017. Belinda has
organised 'Runnin on Hot Spuds' to serve
hot spuds, toasties and tea/coffee.
Stickbeaks Reusable lunch order bags to be
ordered.

To be removed
Nil

Sally to order 50.

Inward correspondence
Date

From

Content

12/05/17

Pittsworth RSL Sub-Branch & Legacy

Thank you letter for Anzac Day donation.

Outward correspondence
Date

To

Content

Belinda moves that the correspondence report be passed. Seconded by Jen.
Business arising from correspondence: Nil.
Treasurer’s report (Carolyn Moore): Closing balance as of 18th May 2017 is $4,821.30.

Profit from Mother's Day stall was $1,467.33.
Moved: Sal Seconded Jen.
President's Report (Sally Croft):
Sally thanked Miranda Stirling and Amanda Polzin for all of their hard work with the Mother's Day Stall. It was a very successful event.
Sally has purchased a small gift for the ladies. Thank you also to all their helpers.
Principal's Report (Janine Butlin):
1. Thank you to everyone who attended the ANZAC day march. We had a lot of children, parents and friends.
2. Ellen, Chloe and Jackie attended some PD on literacy blocks.
3. I attended the Leadership Forum from 2nd to 5th May in Chinchilla. Lots of discussion about the reading strategy and how it is going to be
rolled out in diocesan schools.
4. We survived NAPLAN testing on 9th, 10th and 11th May
5. Staff had a twilight session on Myers Briggs Personality testing on 11th May. There will be follow up PD on Thursday 1st June
6. Thank you to the Parents and Friends for the amazing mother’s day stall on Friday 12th May.

8

7. Gretchen Thomson retired on 5th May. She commenced work in 2012. The staff had a farewell morning tea for her on Wed 17th May.
8. Kym has transferred $2521.75 into NAB parents and friends account for term 1 levies.
9. Swimming has been booked in. It will run over two weeks, 7 lessons per child and swimming carnival on 24th November.
10. School Disco in term 3. I have enquired about a school disco on Wednesday 16th August. The cost would be $300.
Children’s Disco to be held in MacKillop Hall. Junior 5:30 pm – 6:30 pm Prep to year 2. Senior 6:45pm – 7:45pm Year 3 – Year 6. All children
are to be collected promptly at the end of the night. Children to be dropped off and collected by parents. Disco exclusive to the year levels, no
younger or older siblings at the disco. There will be no other supervision outside for children outside of these age groups. Parents with children in both junior and senior disco are welcome to wait in the library if they wish.
11. The fort across the road has been sold for $500 and will be removed shortly
12. End of year celebration on 17th November. Held in MacKillop Hall. Children dropped off to classrooms at 5pm to prepare for concert
Parents may like to have wine and cheese etc in MacKillop Hall. Concert/Dance commences at 6pm. Classes come up to perform on a rotational basis. Classes will return to their classes to get changed and have pizza. Parents can collect the children from their classrooms after the
concert.
Maintenance
Installation of long jump pit on Excavation $297.00 Don Glasby and 12 tonnes of sand from Blands $360
Visual focus completed installation of phonic ear system.
Ben Sharpe mowed the oval in Weale Street $330
Matt Harris $521.95 test and tag and install and powerpoints
Coming up
Free Dress day
Gold Coin day on 2ndJune. Money donated to Dalby State School.
Grants Report (Telia Simpson)
The McDonald's tent is ready for collection from the Toowoomba South McDonalds. Janine is going to organise for some senior students
to do an official handover with Licensee Mark Ward.
Currently working on the Gambling Community Benefit Fund grant for the shade structure over the playground. Quotes are being obtained. Janine to contact CEO to advise that we are applying for the grant and get further information.
Parish Report (Lisa Gillam):

Nil.
General Business
No.
1.
2.

Item
Learn to Groove
Disco
End of Year Dance
Concert

3.

Free Dress Day

4.

Father's Day Stall

5.

Decorate a Plate
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Pittsworth High
School 50th Jubilee
Stall
Pittsworth Sprints
20yr Anniversary
Dinner

7
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Woolworths Pittsworth Annual Hospital Fundraiser

Issue raised
th

To be held on 16 August 2017 for all students. Teachers to supervise.
To be held on 17th November 2017. P & F to hold a
Wine and Cheese evening for parents prior to the concert.
To be held on 2nd June 2017 to raise money for Dalby
State School
Miranda Stirling has offered to organise the stall this
year.
Leah Moore has offered to co-ordinate the fundraiser.
Minimum of 20 orders.
The P & F see no opportunity to run a stall at the jubilee.
Michelle Arnold has requested the P & F cater for the
diner in McKillop Hall for 100-120 people doing an alternate drop hot meal and desert. The P & F would also
request to run the bar. It would be expected that the
Sprints Committee hire the hall, set-up and clean up.

To be held on 19th August 2017. This is a very worthwhile community event.

Action

By

Janine.

10th August 2017

To be discussed closer
to the event.
Janine to put a notice in
the next newsletter
Date to be set when it
gets closer.
Leah to put a notice in
the newsletter and present at assembly.
Sally to advise Pittsworth High Jubilee Committee
Leah to check if Carol
Hicks can run the bar.

31st May 2017

8th June 2017
25th May 2017
25th May 2017

Sally to contact Michelle
to get an idea of their
expectations.
Nil

Meeting Closed: 9.00 pm
Next meeting: 8th June 2017 at 7pm in the School Library.
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INVITATION

POSITION VACANT-CLEANING

GRANDPARENTS & SPECIAL FRIENDS

OF ST. STEPHEN’S SCHOOL

Expressions of interest are called
for a relief cleaner at St Stephen’s
School.

Please come to a special school assembly on
th

Wednesday 7 June @ 9:00am
We wish to honour you with prayer and celebration
Enjoy morning tea

Please submit your applications by
9th June 2017 to the Principal at St
Stephen’s.

Visit classrooms

Any queries please contact Kym at
the school office-4693 1627.

Holiday Program for Gifted and Talented Students
During the upcoming school holidays there are some courses being run by BRAINways Education at the
University of Southern Queensland campus in Toowoomba. The list of programs for each grade level
and times are outlined below. Registration is completed online: register.brainways.com.au. The cost of
each progam is $39, please contact Deanne Olischlager for further information and the required nomination form.

PROGRAM
Date

26/06

26/06

Time

9.30am
–
12.00p
m
12.30p
m–
3.00pm

27/06

27/06

9.30am
–
12.00p
m
12.30p
m–
3.00pm

Program

Program

Program

Yrs. P-2

yrs. 3-5

yrs. 6-8

Science:
Reaching for
the Stars

Geographical
Geometry

Relativity Science

Graphing:
Mathematical
Gardens

The Science of
GPS

The Mathematics
of Astronomy

Writing: The
Point of Views

History: The
times are
Changing

Writing: A Relative
Perspective

History through
the Eyes of an
Artist

Philosophy in
Story Writing

History: Power to the People

10

Darling Downs School Report
If you are interested in any of these trials please see Mrs Lee for nominations. Please be aware that you
need to be playing these sports at a club and be of a high skill level to trial for these sports.
The Inner Downs Primary Sports calendar is set at the start of the school year. If you would like a copy
contact Mrs Lee or Kym at the school office.
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TERM 2 Tuesday 18th April- Friday 23rd June 2017
5th June

World Environment Day

7th June

Grandparents Prayer Celebration 9am in M. Hall
and Open classrooms

8th June

School Board Meeting

6pm-School Library

8th June

P&F Meeting

7pm-School Library

9th June

Lodge Mass-Yr 6

th

9am-MacKillop Club

9 June

Confirmation-Yr 7

6.30pm-Parish

10th June

First Communion

6.30pm

13 June

Parish Mass-Prep– Yr 6

9am

13th June

School Performance-The Bongo
Brothers

14th June

Parish Mass-Year 2

9am

15th June

School Athletics Carnival

Bridgman Oval

21st June

Pizza/Popper Day

First Lunch-12:50pm

21st June

12pm MacKillop Hall

23rd June

Instrumental ConcertSt Joseph’s College Toowoomba
End of Term Mass

23rd June

Last day of Term 2

3pm

th

9am

PO Box 285,
Pittsworth
QLD
4356
Tel: 0746931627
Fax: 07 46932156
Email:pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au
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