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 “We are but 
travellers on 

this earth and 
in this life.” 

 
St. Mary of the Cross 

Mackillop (1867) 

Term 3 Week 5 Newsletter 

9 T H  A U G U S T  2 0 1 7  

Principal’s Message 
Principal News 9th August 

It was wonderful to return to St Stephen’s School after a school week spent in Charleville. The 

Leaders in Toowoomba Catholic Schools spent time both discussing their dreams for their schools 

and listening to the dreams of fellow Leaders. Many of these dreams were inspired by the mis-

sion of Toowoomba Catholic Schools. Firstly for all schools to be an exemplary place of learning 

where every student experiences academic success, and secondly an exemplary place of spiritual 

life and Catholic Faith where every student comes to know and experience the loving presence of 

Jesus in their lives. 

Here at St Stephen’s the teachers are continuing on their journey of improving the reading with 

our prep to year 4 teachers attending training sessions based on Pat Edgar’s work. There is a real 

purpose and buzz among our staff as they strive to improve the reading of the students in their 

care. 

Prior to the Leadership Forum last week, I attended the Catholic Schools Touch/Netball Carnival 

held on Thursday 27th July. Our children displayed wonderful team-work and spirit throughout a 

very busy day of games. 

I was fortunate enough to be with the touch football teams. I was extremely proud of how they 

supported and cheered for each other and thanked their opponents and referees at the end of 

each match. At the end of the day, we had some very tired, happy children to send home. 

In the end, it’s all about team work. Whether we are playing touch or netball or planning and im-

plementing a new reading strategy. It’s the collaboration that happens between the members of 

the team that leads to the success of the venture. 

God Bless, 

Janine 

SCHOOL DISCO  

ON WEDNESDAY 16Th AUGUST 2017 

  

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300 683 390 

 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

 Mrs Janine Butlin 

 Mrs Suellen Dennis 

 Mrs Anna Lee 
 
School Councellor 
 
Ms Anne Woodcroft-Brown 

School Banking 
THURSDAYS- 

Children’s Disco to be held in MacKillop Hall. 

Come along and learn a few dance moves. 

Junior 5:30 pm – 6:30 pm Prep to year 2 

Senior 6:45pm – 7:45m Year 3 – Year 6  

Children to be dropped off and collected by 
parents. Disco exclusive to the year levels, no 
younger or older siblings at the disco. There will 
be no other supervision outside for children out-
side of these age groups. Parents with children in 
both junior and senior disco are welcome to wait 
in the library if they wish. (The cost would be $4 
per child). 
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James, Madison, Harper, Sarah, Milla, Yudi 

This week we celebrate a very important occasion in the life of 

our school.  Tuesday the 8th of August marks the feast day of St 

Mary of the Cross MacKillop.  With our school being founded by 

the Sisters of St Joseph 101 years ago, Mary MacKillop is some-

one we strive to know a great deal about. 

At Celebration today we welcomed Dr Patrick Coughlan, the 

director of the Toowoomba Catholic Schools Office to present a 

very special award nomination to someone very special at our 

school.  Mrs Jodie Ferguson was nominated for the Spirit of 

Catholic Education award during Catholic Education Week.  Mrs 

Ferguson is a person who embodies the qualities of Mary 

MacKillop in her everyday life and we are very blessed to have 

her working with us here at St Stephen’s.  Congratulations Mrs 

Ferguson!! 

On Sunday the 27th of August, we will be celebrating the school 

family mass for Term 3.  Thank you to all those families who 

have returned their forms indicating that they are able to assist 

during the mass.  I take this opportunity to warmly invite ALL 

families to join us on Sunday the 27th of August at 9am followed 

by morning tea.  We wold particularly like to invite those stu-

dents who recently received the Sacraments of First Commun-

ion and Confirmation.  Lottie was unable to attend the First 

Communion in June and will be making her First Communion 

during the school family mass.  

I had a wonderful night at Emu Gully last week with the Year 5s 

and was incredibly impressed with how they conducted them-

selves and the attention they gave to their instructor.  They 

certainly did our school proud. 

God bless 

Lisa Cavanagh 

Acting APRE 

APRE  Student of the Week—Week 4 

 

Year 1 News 

In Year One we have just completed our ‘how to make a pizza’ 

procedure writing! We were getting very hungry during the 

writing of these. We have now moved onto description writing, 

we will be describing a monster that we will create ourselves.   

In Maths, we have explored tens and ones further. We pulled 

out some paddle pop sticks and bundled them together to make 

ten. We had fun bundling tens and ones. Oh and not to mention 

the fun we had playing place value Bingo, place value puzzles 

and making our very own place value monster! This week we 

have moved onto growing patterns. 

In HASS, we have been exploring the different seasons and how 

we can predict oncoming weather. We have been taking a look 

at how the Aboriginal people used to live off the land and use 

their weather knowledge to determine what they ate, drank and 

even used as medicine!  

Science has been a blast as we have now been on not one but 

TWO Schoolyard Safaris. We have found all sorts of creepy 

crawlies but also ensured we kept to our code of care – No 

touching or hurting their habitat!   

Last week we really enjoyed making our trailer for the school to 

see at our celebration. It showed how much we have learnt in 

technology this 

term. Soon we will 

be making our own 

trailer of a Creation 

story from the Bible. 

We will be exploring 

iBook creator soon 

too! 

Student of the Week-Week 3 

Abby, Angela,  Lachlan, Jillian, Aengus,  Jed, Sarah 
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Year 2 News  

Year 2 has welcomed 

Mrs Lawrie to our class-

room officially this term.  

Students have been 

learning about how to 

find the answers ‘right 

there in the text’ when 

they are reading and 

practicing with their 

homework reading.  In 

HASS we have been investigating people’s connection to places 

and how we can as global citizens care for our Earth.  This has also 

tied in with our Religion unit this term where we are learning all 

about the Covenant God has with the Jewish people. 

In Maths, we have been working hard this term on our 5 times 

tables.  They have been the focus of our rolling numbers and we 

have found new and interesting ways to count by 5s, including 

skipping and ‘last man standing’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 News 

In Year 3, we have hit the ground running in terms of our learn-

ing. Each and every student has had their ‘learn on’ every day. As 

a class, we have created a new Vegas move being ‘we are cham-

pions…boom’. This is used when the whole class and individual 

students have done something wonderful or have provided ex-

cellent responses to questions – we love being able to do our 

Vegas move!  

In Maths we have revisited multiplication and division, and have 

explored fractions and 3D shapes. Next on our agenda is grid 

maps and positioning.  

In English, we are learning about Information Reports and what 

type of information they can provide and what their purpose is. 

We are also revamping our small group time to increase the 

amount of reading practise student’s complete each day. This is 

to improve their reading and comprehension skills.  

In Religion, we are looking at Saints and how God is present in 

the Bible. So far we have been exploring the life of St Mary 

MacKillop, including where she came from, what she achieved in 

her life and what makes her special. We will also be looking at St 

Francis of Assisi and St Therese of Lisieux in the coming weeks.  

In Science, the investigation of soils has been our main focus. We 

have brought in soils from home and created ‘soil solutions’ (soil 

and water) in jars to observe what would happen to the soils 

over time when mixed with water. We will also be looking at 

different types of rocks and their different features. 

In Humanities and Social Sciences we are learning about commu-

nities. So far we have explored what the word ‘home’ means to 

us and how it differs from person to person. Later on in the term 

we will design a community of our own.  

               ST STEPHEN’S PREP 

Accepting Enrolments   for 2018 

now!! 

Feel free to come and have a look 

around. 

This is a wonderful opportunity to  

inspect the facilities and experience Prep life first 

hand. 

 

Contact Kym on 4693 1627  
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In week three on Thursday, the years 4, 5 and 6 students travelled 

to Toowoomba to participate in the Catholic schools Touch Foot-

ball and Netball carnivals. Netball News: All the teams won at least 

one game, and the experienced junior girls team won all their 

games. The students had a great time at this carnival and im-

proved throughout the day. Senior teams played 6 games and the 

junior teams played 5 games. A big thank you to Mrs Arnold for 

and Mrs Ferguson for training the netball groups. Also thank you 

to Mrs Follington, Mrs Arnold, Mrs Dennis and Mrs Quinn for be-

ing coaches on the day. Touch News: The two teams played 5 

games each. It was a great experience for the junior team to 

watch the senior team play some of their games, and to get an 

idea of how fast it is. The senior team won all their games (the 

first one being played against Mr Blaikie’s team from Downlands) 

and the junior team won 4 of their 5 games. The most pleasing 

aspect of these two carnivals was the fabulous behaviour and 

sportsmanship displayed by both the girls and boys teams on the 

day. Thank you to Mrs Ferguson who also helped coach the junior 

side and to Mrs Butlin who was their manager on the day. Finally, 

thank you to all the parents and grandparents who came out and 

supported our teams on the day. 

Sports  News 

RADII survey is now live! 

The information below is to allow respondents to ac-
cess their surveys anonymously. Respondents should 
follow this procedure.  
 
(1) Go to http://surveys.school/surveys.aspx  
(2) Enter the relevant Survey ID as listed below.  
(3) Click SUBMIT.  
(3) Logoff to save and record the responses.  
 
Parent Survey ID: MUM642x  
Closing Date: 12th August, 2017  
 
Please note that parents with email addresses regis-
tered at the school, and staff, have been sent individu-
al, personalized surveys. This feature is for students to 
access their survey and for use by parents/staff without 
email address who would still like to participate in the 
survey process.  
 
Thank you,  

INFLUENZA PREVENTION MEASURES 

 

Every winter and spring, influenza outbreaks of varying severity 

occur across the country and it is important for schools to have a 

plan in place. 

In recent weeks there has been a rapid rise in the number of in-

fluenza notifications including those for influenza B which often 

affects children. 

 

We can help prevent the flu spreading by: 

 Promoting flu vaccination 

 Encouraging children with flu-like symptoms to stay at 

home 

 Sending children home who arrive at school with flu-like 

symptoms 

 Encouraging everyone to cover coughs and sneezes 

 Ensuring we wash our hands regularly 

 

http://links.school-surveys.org/wf/click?upn=uFF2rEBJNGZcQIHLKkAA0KZg2ezkIPDANphjtmLExCObJsLnfN8SPSJ5xQ7q4m1c_OGSh7qcBXBPPzK5pKXbBZf-2FP-2F18sIv59GHVMGfoTMlURPIEGlVZlpLD5uh6Zr4Nag0uZSvYJtOJl0ZF5-2BTO07V9-2B9YZto8ZiWIgsHkyC6o0TTiB7EvFcRCZBp5CQIi7iAgtknyGn5Ub7M
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There are many occasions at school that we need to get a mes-

sage out to our school community immediately.  We can post 

messages on our skoolbag app quickly and you are notified im-

mediately our mobile phone.  Unfortunately less than 25% of 

our parents are using this service. 

It is our preferred method of notifying parents as it is faster, 

cheaper and more time efficient that paper notes ant text mes-

sages.   

If you have haven’t got this free app on your phone I respectful-

ly request that you download the App today.  Once the app is 

downloaded you will discover that it has newsletters, notes, 

tuckshop menus etc. available.  For a information sheet please 

contact Kym at the office.  You are required to have a password 

to access this app.  Forward your request for this password to 

pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Ideally we are aiming to go fully digital by 2018 for our news-

letters. 

. 

ICAS Results 

 

Congratulations to all students who have sat for these tests. 

It is great to see them challenging themselves and persisting 

with difficult tasks. Thus far we have done the Science, 

Spelling and English tests with the Mathematics test due to 

be administered on Tuesday 15th August. 

Results have been received for both the Science and Spelling 

tests as outlined below. 

Science 

Credit: Hayley Norman and Eden Burgess 

Merit: Jillian Tandy and Charlotte Ostwald 

Participation: Emily Zeller, Emerson Strudwick, Jessica He-

garty, Caitlin Gillam, Chloe Denning, Chloe Thompson, Char-

lotte Thomson, Charntay Markey, Ava Fitzpatrick, Ellie Den-

ning, Aidan Burke, Aengus Graham-Smith, Indiana Cavendish, 

Tahlia Moore, Skye McEwan and Oliver Cameron. 

Spelling 

Credit: Matilda Arthur, Indiana Cavendish, Ava Fitzpatrick and 

Sophie Forde 

Merit: Eden Burgess 

Participation:  Oliver Cameron, Tahlia Moore, Maddison 

Frost, Isabella Ostwald, Ellie Denning, Jeriel Galano, Chloe 

Thompson, Chloe Denning, Jessica Hegarty, Charlotte Ost-

wald, Jillian Tandy and Patrick Quinn 

Well done to all of these students! 

Woolworths Earn & Learn 

Earn and Learn is a program put on by Woolworths. Staff, 
parents, grandparents, neighbours and friends who shop at 
Woolworths can collect stickers for your local school. Stick-
ers collected  can earn a choice of educational equipment & 
resources for our school. 
 
There is a box in the school office for the stickers and there 
is also a box for St Stephen’s School at  the  Pittsworth 
Woolworths store. 

P&F News 

NOTICE OF MEETING 

of 

 St Stephen's School P & F Association 

to be held on 

10th August, 2017 

at 7.00 pm 

at St Stephen's Library 

pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au 

SKOOLBAG APP 

Audiologist Visit 

St Stephen’s has been given the unique opportunity to have Full 

Hearing Assessments conducted at our school. An Audiologist 

will be visiting in the first week of Term 4. If you receive a letter 

offering an appointment to your child, we would appreciate 

your prompt reply so that we can make the most of this oppor-

tunity. 
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Volunteers Needed 

 

A big thank you to all those who have been helping us at school with our literacy program over the past Semester. The 
staff and students appreciate your time. Due to necessary timetable changes, we have to draw up a new roster for the re-
mainder of the year. If you have been a volunteer, Deanne Olischlager our Learning Support Teacher, will be in touch to 
negotiate suitable times for your assistance. If there is anyone else who is interested in assisting in this role, please con-
tact Kym in the office and let her know.  

Mass times will change in our Parish from August-Please keep the 
following for your information 

WEEKEND OF 

THE MONTH 

SATURDAY MASS SUNDAY MASS LITURGY OF THE WORD 

1st
 6.00pm - Oakey 7.30am - Cecil Plains 

9.30am - Millmerran 

8.30am Sunday - Pittsworth 

9.30am Sunday - Southbrook 

2nd
 6.30pm - Pittsworth 8.00am - Oakey 

10.00am - Peranga 

8.30am - Millmerran 

3rd
 6.00pm - Millmerran 8.30am - Pittsworth 

10.00am - Southbrook 

8.00am Sunday - Oakey 

4th
 6.00pm - Oakey 8.30am - Pittsworth 

10.00am - Mt Tyson (even 
months only) 

8.30am Sunday - Millmerran 

5th
 6.00pm - Oakey 8.30am - Pittsworth 

10.00am - Southbrook 

8.30am Sunday - Millmerran 

 

 

 

 

PO Box 285, 

Pittsworth 

QLD 

4356 

Tel: 0746931627 

Fax: 07 46932156 

Email:pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au 
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TERM 3 Monday 10 July-Friday 15th September 
 

Date Event Commences Class 

10th August School Board Meeting 
 

5.30-7pm 
 

Pittsworth Hotel Motel 

10th August P&F Meeting 7-8.30pm School Library 

15th August Mass 
 

 9am Yr 3 

16th August Junior School Celebration 
Prep-Year this week only 

2.30pm Yr 3 

16th August Dance and Groove 5:30-6:30pm 

6:45-7:45 

P-2 MacKillop Hall 
3-6 

18th August Meerkat Productions 
 

  All 

21st /25th  August Bookweek 
 

  All 

22nd August Mass 
 

9am Yr 2 

23rd August Bookweek Dressup 
 

 All 

23rd August Senior School Celebrations 
 

2.30pm Yr 4 

27th August School Family Mass 
 

9am All 

28th August-31st August Year 6 Camp- CYC Burleigh 
 

  Yr 6 

29th August Mass 
 

9am Yr 1 

30st August Father’s Day Prayer Celebration 2:15pm in M. Hall Prep 

  

1st September Father’s Day Stall 
 

 9-11am  Prep-6 

3rd September Father’s Day 
 

  All 

6th September Senior School Celebration 
 

2.30pm 5 

8th September Lodge Mass 
 

10.30am Prep 

13th September Parent Teacher Interviews 
 

MacKillop Hall All 

14th September P&F Meeting 
 

7-8.30pm  

15th September End of Term 3 Mass 
 

9am All 

15th September Last Day of Term 3 
 

3pm All 
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