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 “We are but 
travellers on 

this earth and 
in this life.” 

 
St. Mary of the Cross 

Mackillop (1867) 

Term 3 Week 7 Newsletter 

2 3 R D   A U G U S T  2 0 1 7  

Principal’s Message 
 The past couple of weeks have been quite challenging with the amount of sickness that is in the 

school. Each class has a supply of hand sanitizer and antiseptic wipes and children are being re-

minded regularly about washing their hands. In amongst the ‘sick and tired’ children we have also 

managed to have some very JOYFUL occasions at school. Last Wednesday night, we had a big roll 

up at our ‘Dance and Groove’ disco. It was wonderful to see the children dancing, singing and 

generally just having a good time. All children are to be commended on their excellent behavior 

and their spirit! 

Today we have our annual book week dress up. Thanks to students, staff and parents for getting 

involved. The parents have been busy again this week preparing gifts for the Father’s Day stall 

which is being held on Friday 1st September. This is another great community event where the 

children come along and experience Father’s Day shopping at its finest. The Year 6 children are 

counting down the days until they get on the bus and head off to school camp.  

It’s events like these, that give everybody a lift. When the going gets tough it’s important that we 

infuse some JOY into our environment. The Dalai Lama and Archbishop Desmond Tutu were dis-

cussing how to find lasting happiness in a changing world. This discussion was summarized as The 

Eight Pillars of Joy in a book entitled ‘The Book of Joy’. 

1. Perspective: there are many angles. 

2. Humility: I tried to look humble and modest. 

3. Humour: Laughter, joking is much better. 

4. Acceptance: the only place where change can begin. 

5. Forgiveness: freeing ourselves from the past. 

6. Gratitude: I am fortunate to be alive. 

7. Compassion: something we want to become. 

8. Generosity: we are filled with joy 

Finally, this will be my last newsletter for the term. I will be taking some long service leave before 

and after the school holidays. In my absence, Lisa Cavanagh will be Acting Principal. My last day 

for term 3 will be Friday the  8th of September. I will return to school on Monday 16th October 

(which is a pupil free day).  

Hopefully when I return to school the weather will be warmer, the grass will be greener and the 

children, teachers and parents will be still smiling. 

God Bless, 

Janine 

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300 683 390 

 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

 Mrs Janine Butlin 

 Mrs Suellen Dennis 

 Mrs Anna Lee 
 
School Councellor 
 
Ms Anne Woodcroft-Brown 

School Banking 
THURSDAYS- 
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On Sunday, 27th August,  the school and parish families join 

together to celebrate the Term 3 School Family Mass.  Please 

note the changed mass times for St Stephen’s Church – mass 

will be at 8:30am.  All families are welcome to attend the mass 

and stay on for morning tea afterwards.  Thank you to those 

families who have indicated their availability to assist with min-

istries during the mass and/or bring a plate of morning tea to 

share.  

This week, notes will go home with each student about our 

upcoming lessons on Sexual Health incorporating the Daniel 

Morcombe Child Safety Curriculum.  These lessons will take 

place during Week 9 – Child Protection Week – as part of the 

classroom HPE lessons.  Parents are asked to return the slip at 

the bottom of the letter to acknowledge your awareness that 

the lessons will be taking place.  If you have any questions after 

receipt of your note, please do not hesitate to speak to your 

child’s class teacher for clarification. 

God Bless 

Lisa Cavanagh 

Acting APRE 

APRE  Student of the Week—Week 5 

 

2018 Enrolments 

We are currently looking at our enrolment numbers for 2018. 
Could you please notify the office if your child will be leaving the 
school at the end of term 4. This will assist us in our planning for 
next year. 

Also could parents of year 6 children please let us know which 
school your child will be attending for secondary school. 

 

               ST STEPHEN’S PREP 

Accepting Enrolments   for 2018 

now!! 

Feel free to come and have a look 

around. 

This is a wonderful opportunity to  

inspect the facilities and experience 

Prep life first hand. 

 

Contact Kym on 4693 1627  

(during school hours) 

Student of the Week-Week 6 

 

 

Jacob, Logan, Archie, Hunter, Emma, Kobi 

Sophie, Lily, Patrick, Keira, Tom, Harrison, Ben 

Mary MacKillop Awards 

Caitlin, Sophie, Amelia, Caitlin, Chloe, Sam, 

Anastazia 
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Library News  

Well, it’s finally here! 

Book Week has arrived and what a great week we are having.  Official 

events began last Friday with the wonderful Meerkat presentation of 

the Book Week book Gary.  Students thoroughly enjoyed the show; hav-

ing already experienced the story during library lessons, this interpretation gave a different perspective of the story of this likable 

pigeon who, even though is unable to fly, can still travel EVERYWHERE. 

Today we celebrated our love of stories, by coming to school dressed as our favourite book characters.  It was fun to guess who 

our friends were dressed as, and to share in all the excitement of being able to ESCAPE as our favourite book characters for a day.  

The staff as a group, were dressed as the different coloured crayons from the books, The day the crayons quit, and The day the 

crayons came home by Drew Daywalt. 

Students in years 4 to 6, have the opportunity to sign up for the Book Week ESCAPE Room experience.  At their designated time, 

each team of four students is locked in the library, and required to solve puzzles and decode messages in order to earn their free-

dom.  It has been great to see the teams work together to decipher the puzzles.  If you have to be locked up, what better place 

than in the  library? 

While the older students are ESCAPING from the library, students from the lower grades are participating in a library Scavenger 

Hunt.  They have the opportunity to visit the library and hunt for a variety of items, in order to earn a small prize.  Again great 

team work has been demonstrated by all participants. The ESCAPE room and scavenger hunts will continue into next week. 

The winning titles for the Book of the Year awards have been announced.  Below are the books that have been named as prize 

winners this year. The majority of these are now available for borrowing from the library. 

 Children’s Book Council, Book of the year 2017:  
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Speech Language Pathology 

Here at St Stephen’s we are very fortunate to have access to a varie-

ty of services that are provided by the Catholic Schools Office in 

Toowoomba. One of these valuable services is that of Speech Lan-

guage Pathology. Speech Language services are accessed through a 

referral to our Special Needs Committee after discussion with par-

ents about their child’s learning needs. The Speech Language 

Pathologist role is to support students with communication difficul-

ties so that they are able to access the curriculum. Within our school 

system, they study, diagnose and provide programs for communica-

tion disorders, including difficulties with speaking, listening, under-

standing language, reading, writing, social skills, stuttering and using 

voice. Time demands do not allow for actual therapy by our Speech 

Language Pathologist (SLP).       

 

Learning Support 

We have a unique opportunity in having an audiologist 

from Brisbane visit our school early next term. It is im-

perative that we make the most of this visit and fill all 

available appointments for the day. If your child has 

been offered a place in the first round of offers, please 

return your permission forms this week (by Friday 25th 

August) or the opportunity will be given to another stu-

dent. Round 2 offers will be sent out early in Week 8. 

Please remember that the payment of $66 is required 

by Monday 4th September. If you have any questions or 

queries please contact Deanne Olischlager our Learning 

Support Teacher. 

Hearing Assessments 

Book Week 
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There are many occasions at school that we need to get a mes-

sage out to our school community immediately.  We can post 

messages on our skoolbag app quickly and you are notified im-

mediately our mobile phone.  Unfortunately less than 25% of 

our parents are using this service. 

It is our preferred method of notifying parents as it is faster, 

cheaper and more time efficient that paper notes ant text mes-

sages.   

If you have haven’t got this free app on your phone I respectful-

ly request that you download the App today.  Once the app is 

downloaded you will discover that it has newsletters, notes, 

tuckshop menus etc. available.  For a information sheet please 

contact Kym at the office.  You are required to have a password 

to access this app.  Forward your request for this password to 

pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Ideally we are aiming to go fully digital by 2018 for our news-

letters. 

School Crossings 

Please talk to your children about using the pedestrian cross-
ings safely outside the school. 

Children should approach the crossing walking (if riding a bike 
they are to dismount and walk the bike across the road) and 
not be playing with balls or hats. 

Thank you for your assistance with this. 

Woolworths Earn & Learn 

Earn and Learn is a program put on by Woolworths. Staff, 
parents, grandparents, neighbours and friends who shop at 
Woolworths can collect stickers for your local school. Stick-
ers collected  can earn a choice of educational equipment & 
resources for our school. 
 
There is a box in the school office for the stickers and there 
is also a box for St Stephen’s School at  the  Pittsworth 
Woolworths store. 

P&F News 

Please join us for coffee 

Parents & Friends of St Stephen's School 

are welcome to attend 

 the St Stephen's P & F Association Meeting 

to be held on 

 

12th October 2017 at 9.00am 

at 

Afternoon's & Coffeespoons 

 

Please forward agenda items to the school office 

by 5th October, 2017 pitts-

worth@twb.catholic.edu.au 

SKOOLBAG APP 

Sparkly Hat Recipients 
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Venue: St Stephen's School Library 

Opened: 7.15pm 

Present:  Lisa Cavangh, Janine Butline, Carolyn Moore, Leah Moore, Belinda Saal, Sharon Denning, Lisa Gillam, Steve Vonhoff.  

Apologies: Telia Simpson, Miranda Stirling, Sally Croft, Jen Bourke. 

Confirmation of previous minutes: Previous Minutes presented by Belinda Saal. 

Moved: Belinda Saal. 

Seconded: Leah Moore. 

Business arising from minutes: 

 

Inward correspondence 

 

Outward correspondence 

Belinda moves that the correspondence report be passed.  Seconded by Carolyn Moore. 

Business arising from correspondence:  Nil 

Treasurer’s report (Carolyn Moore): Closing balance as of 10th August 2017 is $10,109.85. 

Sprint's Dinner total profit $1,909.05 

Moved:  Carolyn Moore  Seconded:  Leah Moore. 

President's Report (Sally Croft):   

A big thank you to everyone who was involved in helping with the Sprints Dinner on 29 th July.  Thank you to those families that were unable 
to come on the night but provided slow cookers and rice cookers.  Special thanks to the following:  Michelle Cross for collecting the veggies 
from Betros and slow cooker. Telia Simpson for buying the groceries, cookers and helping on the night. Jen Bourke for organising some 
more wine and water glasses. Leisa Robertson for slow cooker and helping on the night. Lisa Gillam for helping on the night. Kerri Sullivan 
for helping on the morning and night - great job washing up and keeping all the slow cookers together. Miranda Stirling for helping on the 
morning. Amanda Barron for helping on the morning and doing some last minute shopping. Carolyn Moore (aka Curry Lady) for helping on 
the morning, stirring the dishes and organising the kitchen on the night. Belinda and Emily Saal for waitressing, organising the order from 
Betros and additional ice from Ashtons. Sharlene Vonhoff for cooking veggies and dessert on the night and Steve Vonhoff for a top job on 
the bar. Sharon Denning for providing last minute slow cooker and helping out organising the bread and helping on the night. Carol Hicks for 
organising and delivering the drinks.  We had some great feedback.  Thank you also to Katie Hegarty for making the Apple/Pineapple Crum-
ble and Hollie Fitzpatrick for the sticky date puddings. We need to keep the quantities we ordered so we know for next time. We need to find 
a co-ordinator for the Open Garden.  Sharlene can get the coffee machine. 

Item Issue Raised Action By 

McDonald To be repaired To be assessed. Steve Vonhoff 

Weights for To prevent further damage to tents To be purchased Belinda Saal 

Sprints Din- Was a great success with positive feedback Nil   

Club Pitts-
worth Raffles 

St Stephen's have been invited to do the raffles at Club 
Pittsworth on 18th August and 3rdNovember.  Please sup-
port St Stephen's and Club Pittsworth on these dates. 

Contact Leah if you 
can help on 
0428931586 

15th August 2017 

Date From Content 

      

Date To Content 

14/07/17 Pittsworth Newsagency Thank you for back to school promotion of $250 

St Stephen’s P&F Minutes-Held on 10th August 2017 
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Principal's Report (Janine Butlin): 

1.We commenced this term with 141 students. We have a new prep student commenced last Monday. Another prep student will 
commence in term 4 

2. Kylie and have interviewed 15 preps for 2018. We have three more enrolment interviews in the next couple of weeks (18 in total) 

3. We are have way through the staff training for the rollout of the diocesan reading strategy. 

Our training occurs on a Thursday. Preps to year 2 attended 13th and 20thJuly and the years 3 and 4 attended on 10th and 17th 
August. 

4. In week 3 we celebrated Catholic Education Week. Michelle Arnold nominated Jodie Ferguson for a Spirit of Catholic Education 
Award. This was presented on Assembly yesterday by Dr Patrick Coughlan. 

5. Staff also attended the Bishop’s Inservice Day at St Joseph’s College Toowoomba. Guest speaker was David Hutton the new 
chairperson of the Diocesan Council. (previously the Toowoomba Catholic Schools Board) 

6. We were successful in recruiting a new supply cleaner. All paper work is being finalized. 

7. We attended the Catholic School Sports, Gore Highway sport and sent teams to the Toowoomba Catholic School’s Touch and 
Netball Carnival. 

8. Thank you to the parents who have completed their RADII survey. The survey closes tomorrow. So far we have had a 25% re-
sponse. 

9. I attended a Leadership Forum in Charleville. Directorate input, Visible leadership, world catholic context and the diocesan struc-
ture, history, tradition and governance 

10. Hannah Bailey is here on prac from USQ in year 4 

11. We have ordered some cards depicting the Crow and Mary MacKillop Mosaic 

Approx cost 200 crows cost $250 we are wanting to get a quote for 100 and 400 Mary MacKillop cost $273 

12. We donated $229.95 to Dalby State School following their school fire (monies raised from free dress gold coin. 

13. Year 5 camp. Initial cost was $226.60. Less 25.00 incursion/excursion money. Less 39.09 money raised through fundraising. 
Total cost$162.55 per child 

14. Year 6 camp Initial cost was $508. Less 25 incursion/excursion money. Less 160 fundraising. Total cost $323 per child 

Maintenance. 

1. St Saviour’s Primary school are going to lend us their cleaning machine for the Sport’s Hall, this will save us a lot of money. We 
will employ their groundsman to clean the hall. 

2. Queensland electrical services. Repairs to the year 2 air-conditioner ($196); reception air-conditioner needs replacing quote is $2 
600 advice is to upsize as the current size is not suitable for the area. Library air-conditioner repaired (control panel replaced - $451) 

Coming up 

Move and Groove Disco on 16th August, Book Week Dress up, Meerkat productions $1235, Year 6 camp from 28th to 31st August 
at Burleigh CYC 

APRE Report (Lisa Cavanagh): 

NAIDOC Week Celebrations took place in Week 2.  Indigenous Artist Peter Mulcahy conducted workshops and storytelling.  He 
also did the acknowledgement of Country at Celebration and displayed some of his artwork.  An article is in this week’s 
Sentinel. 

Catholic Education Week was in Week 3.  We had a scavenger hunt around the school to unlock clues.  Whole school mass 
with special Catholic Education Week awards with one student from each class.  Years 4, 5, & 6 students attended the 
Catholic Schools Touch or Netball carnivals on the Thursday.  Staff attended the Bishop’s Inservice Day at St Joseph’s on 
the Friday. 

We celebrated the feast day of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop this week (8/8/17).  We had a whole school mass and a special 
prayer celebration where Dr Patrick Coughlan presented Jodie Ferguson with her nomination for the Spirit of Catholic Edu-
cation nomination.  Jodie had been nominated by Michelle Arnold. 

School family Mass is Sunday the 27th August at 9am at St Stephen’s Church – all welcome.   

Grants Report (Telia Simpson) 

Monsanto Cotton Grant due on 31st August 2017.  Awaiting quotes for the new fire alarm system in the lower school.  Grant up 
to $5,000.  Is the P & F willing to make a contribution?  Possibility of going through phone system.  Janine is investigating. 

Decision made with Janine not to pursue Digital Literacy Grant. 

Sally forwarded information for a QLD grant of $20,000 for a community led initiative.  Unsure if kitchen upgrade in the hall 
could fit the criteria? Perhaps we could get a quote to give us an idea of the necessary budget.  This grant has to be 
matched dollar for dollar. 
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If a grant arose, would it be appropriate to apply for a fridge for the year one's lunches? I'm unsure about the rest of the school but the 
year one's bags are in direct western sun and ice bricks are of no benefit. No.  Further discussions can be had with Janine. 

 

Parish Report (Lisa Gillam): 

St Stephen's Feast Day is on 22nd October – Mass and celebrations.  Silver Circle tickets $20/ticket 

School Family Mass on 27th August. 

Mass times have changed and are noted in the newsletter. 

Mary McKillop Mass went well on Wednesday. 

 

 

 

No. 

Item Issue raised Action By 

1. Open Garden Cater-
ing 

Helpers required on 28th and 29th October.  Note 
to go out after holidays.  Lisa Gillam, Sharlene 
Vonhoff and Leah Moore to co-ordinate. 

Lisa Gillam to organise 
note to go out after holi-
days. 

13th October 2017 

2. Phonic Ear Systems 
for Year 5 & 6 Class-
rooms 

The P & F will donate money to the school to in-
stall 2 Phonic Ear Systems to the Year 5 & 6 
classrooms.  Quotes to be obtained and amount to 
be decided once quotes received.  Moved:  Car-
olyn Moore  Seconded:  Sharon Denning. 

Janine to obtain quotes 
and advise P & F of cost 

1st September 2017 

3. Pittsworth Sprints 
Bar 

The P & F will run the bar at the Pittsworth Sprints 
on Saturday and Sunday (2nd and 3rd September) 
from 10-5 on both days.  Helper required. 

Contact Leah if you can 
help on 0428931586 

  

Belinda Saal to put flyer in 
newsletter and App 

18th August 2017 

4. Sticky Beaks Lunch 
Bags 

Flyer to be put in newsletter and on App Carolyn Moore to organise 18th August 2017 

5. Fundraising Plates Details to go out next week Leah Moore 18th August 2017 

6 Father's Day Stall Miranda Stirling has Father's Day Stall organised.  
Raffles have been donated.  More stock to be pur-
chased. 

Miranda Stirling 28th August 2017 

General Business 

Meeting Closed: 8.30 pm 

Next meeting:  9am on 12th October 2017 at Afternoon's and Coffeespoons. 

 

Club Pittsworth have asked sporting clubs/schools to sell tickets for raffles on Friday nights. Club Pittsworth supply the prizes and all the 
clubs/schools need to do is sell the tickets and encourage their club/school to attend that night to buy the raffle tickets and maybe stay 
for dinner. St Stephens P & F have been invited to sell tickets  on the     3rd  November 2017.  We invite you all to come and support Club 
Pittsworth and St Stephen’s P &F on these nights.  

P&F –Raffle Tickets (Club Pittsworth) 
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St Stephen’s P & F  

Are offering you a chance to capture your child’s artwork forever.  This is not a major fundraiser, so please do not feel like you 

have to participate.    

Join our Pictureproducts Project! 

Turn your child’s treasured memories into durable, high-quality melamine Pictureplates that will last a lifetime. Both decora-

tive and useful, Pictureplates are simply beautiful. Children love eating off their very own Pictureplates, and as the years go by 

and they grow up and have their own families, their Pictureplates will bring back memories of those happy childhood years.  

For a functional keepsake, a melamine Pictureclock or MDF Small Clock can be mounted on the wall to keep your child’s pre-

cious artworks permanently on display. We are also offering a range of other products decorated with your child’s artwork, 

such as plastic or ceramic mugs, water bottles and calendars. 

Your child can use photos, markers, hand and footprints and paints to create their artworks, and you can order as many copies 

of your products as you’d like, so it’s a fantastic gift idea for grandparents and family members. What will your child draw? 

How to get involved 

Please see Kym in the office to receive the paper that is relevant for each item for your child to draw on, or contact Leah 

Moore on 0428 931 586 for a form.   When drawing is finished please return to Leah Moore or the school office with your pic-

ture, how many items of the picture you would like and cash or a cheque made out to St Stephen’s School P & F in an enve-

lope marked ‘Pictureproducts’. Please DO NOT fold the picture.  

Schedule and Price List 

• Order forms and payment are due 13 September 2017 

• Drawings can be done at home and must be returned by 13 September 2017. 

• We expect to be handing out the finished products by 20 November 2017.  
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St. Stephen’s Parish Community Feast Day Celebrations 

Family Mass 8:30 am.  Followed by Fun Day Activities 

SUNDAY 22ND OCTOBER 2017 
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TERM 3 Monday 10 July-Friday 15th September 
 

Date Event Commences Class 

27th August School Family Mass 
 

8.30 am All 

28th August-31st August Year 6 Camp- CYC Burleigh 
 

  Yr 6 

29th August Mass 
 

9am Yr 1 

30st August Father’s Day Prayer Cele-
bration 

2:15pm in M. 
Hall 

Prep 
  

1st September Father’s Day Stall 
 

 9-11am  Prep-6 

6th September Senior School Celebration 
 

2.30pm 5 

8th September Lodge Mass 
 

10.30am Prep 

13th September Parent Teacher Interviews 
 

MacKillop Hall All 

14th September P&F Meeting 
 

7-8.30pm  

15th September End of Term 3 Mass 
 

9am All 

15th September Last Day of Term 3 
 

3pm All 

 

 

 

 

 

PO Box 285, 

Pittsworth 

QLD 

4356 

Tel: 0746931627 

Fax: 07 46932156 

Email:pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au 

* Please note there will no assembly in Week 10 
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