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 “We are but 
travellers on 

this earth and 
in this life.” 

 
St. Mary of the Cross 

Mackillop (1867) 

Term 4 Week 1 Newsletter 

4 T H  O C T O B E R  2 0 1 7    

Acting  Principal’s Message 

 A warm welcome back to everyone after what I hope was restful and relaxing break.  Our final 

term for the year is shaping up to being extremely busy one, with lots of exciting learning to be 

experienced across the classrooms. 

Staffing 

It is my great pleasure to make two exciting announcements regarding staffing for 2018.  The first 

is to announce that our APRE from 2018 will be Mr Dennis Wolbers.  Dennis currently works at 

Good Counsel College, Innisfail in the Diocese of Cairns as a pastoral leader and teacher.  We look 

forward to welcoming Dennis, his wife Rosa and family to our school and parish families in 2018. 

The second announcement is that Mrs Kristy Cameron will be joining us on staff in a full time ca-

pacity in 2018.  Kristy has been a valued member of staff during 2017 as our PE specialist teacher 

and supply teacher.    

Reading Strategy 

As you would be aware, during Term 3, the teaching staff from Prep to Year 4 have undertaken 

training in a Diocesan wide reading strategy.  We have our final days of training in the upcoming 

weeks and are currently working with our reading coach, Mrs Katie Hauser.  The teachers receiv-

ing the training have been implementing  new strategies  their teaching of reading. 

The Toowoomba Catholic Schools Office is providing a great deal of support to all schools as we 

implement these changes including some online resources.  If any parents are interested in find-

ing out more about the reading strategy the link below contains some YouTube clips of Mr Jim 

Midgley TCSO Director: Teaching and Learning, being interviewed by some students from Mater 

Dei about the reading strategy. 

http://twbtandl.weebly.com/reading-strategy.html 

Cyber Safety 

Towards the end of Term 4 we will be hosting two different organisations who will be coming to 

educate our students about Cyber Safety.  Prep to Year 3 will participate in an interactive work-

shop with presenters from Connect – a branch of the Alannah and Madeline Foundation.  Our 

Year 3 to 6 classes will then participate in a presentation by Susan McLean, Australia’s leading 

expert in Cyber Safety.   

In today’s digital world, it is essential that our young people know how to navigate online envi-

ronments safely.  As parents and teachers we can help our children to do this by; 

 supervising them whilst online (this includes using phones, social media and chat rooms) 

 educating them about the pitfalls and dangers 

 ensuring they stay safe at all times 

 

 

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300 683 390 

 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

 Mrs Janine Butlin 

 Mrs Suellen Dennis 

 Mrs Anna Lee 
 
School Councellor 
 
Ms Anne Woodcroft-Brown 

School Banking 
THURSDAYS- 

http://twbtandl.weebly.com/reading-strategy.html


 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Patronal Celebrations 

On Sunday the 22nd of October we will have our final School 

Family Mass for 2017.  As part of our ongoing tradition at this 

mass we will celebrate the Patron Saint of our school and Par-

ish, St Stephen.  Mass will be at 8:30 am followed by a Family 

Fun morning over at the school.  Teachers are organising some 

fun activities for families to participate in together.  It is a won-

derful celebration for our school and parish and a very enjoya-

ble morning.  Please see the flier included in the newsletter for 

more details. 

 

Prize Winning Garden 

In the last week of school last term, we were informed that we 

had placed second in the Toowoomba Carnival of Flowers 

Country School division.  Congratulations must go to Howard 

Schefe (our groundsman) and to Janine for their hard work and 

planning to make our school such a beautiful place.  The gar-

dens are looking fantastic and it is wonderful to hear all the 

positive comments from students and parents as they walk past 

some of our garden beds of an afternoon. 

 

P&F Meeting 

Our next P&F meeting will be on Thursday the 12th of October 

at 9am at Afternoons and Coffee Spoons.  All are welcome to 

attend. 

 

“We are each gifted in a unique and important way.  It is our 

privilege and our adventure to discover our own special light.”  

Mary Dunbar 

 

God Bless 

Lisa 

 

PE News 

 

2018 Enrolments 

We are currently looking at our enrolment numbers for 2018. 
Could you please notify the office if your child will be leaving 
the school at the end of term 4. This will assist us in our plan-
ning for next year. 

Also could parents of year 6 children please let us know which 
school your child will be attending for secondary school. 

 

 

 

Welcome back to Term 4!!  I trust that staff, students and 

parents have had a restful break and are excited about re-

turning.  This term students will participate in a swim inten-

sive in November over a two week period. More information 

regarding this will be circulated closer to the date.  Physical 

Education lessons will continue this term on Fridays and will 

include cricket, softball and tee ball for the younger stu-

dents.  The focus skills will be throwing, catching and batting. 

Last term, students enjoyed playing games focused on team 

work and ball handling skills.  Soccer, Touch Football and 

Netball were just a few we explored.   

A big thankyou again to Sporting Schools for providing anoth-

er generous grant in Term 3 which enabled us to purchase 

more equipment for the school – both Athletics and Touch 

Football Equipment.  This grant also covered the funds nec-

essary to deliver coaching sessions from Mr Michael Kavney 

to further enhance the students’ ball handling skills and 

team work in Touch Football. 

New hurdles, agility poles and agility ladders have been enjoyed 

by all classes!!  

New Vortex Mega Howlers – we are now proud owners of a 

class set of these for throwing practise.  All classes have loved 

enhancing their throwing skills.  The older grades have compet-

ed in some fun challenges. 

Yours in Sport, 

Kristy Cameron 
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Date – Sunday 22nd October 

Time – 8:30 am 

Venue – St Stephen’s Church for mass followed by activities at St 

Stephen’s School 

Activities include –  

Decorated bike or scooter competition 

Face painting 

Bottle stall 

Trash and treasure stall 

Fairy floss 

Target the teacher 

Toss the dice stall 

Table Tennis 

 

Morning tea will be available for a Gold Coin donation. 

Silver Circle Draw at 10:45 am. 

Wanted!  

Any donations of bottles and / or objects to fill a bottle for the St. 

Stephen’s Parish Patronal Celebrations. Suggestions include; pen-

cils, lollypops, toy cars, homemade jams, art and craft supplies 

etc.  

Small prize items and donations for the trash and treasure stall 

would also be appreciated. 

Please see Lisa Cavanagh for details and donations. 

Thank you. 

 

 

School Family Mass and Family Fun Day  

This year, as part of the Carnival of Flowers, we decided to 

enter the hanging basket competition. With the theme of 

‘Around the World’, how to express this as a hanging basket 

became a challenge. To that end, incorporating the basket 

given to us from Yates and adding another coconut fibre bas-

ket on top to create a globe, an idea emerged to use plants 

which were native to the continents. The globe was created, 

including some holes cut into the basket, (thanks to Mr 

Schefe) so the plants could be inserted. Using Lobelia (North 

America), Petunias (South America), Gazania (Africa), Dian-

thus (Eurasia), Australian native violets for Australia and Alys-

sum to represent the ice regions, the ‘Around the World’ 

hanging basket began to take shape. 

After quite a few weeks of nurturing, it was delivered to 

Cobb and Co Museum for judging and while our entry was 

not successful, it formed an integral part of the whole dis-

play, representing a colourful snapshot of our worldly beau-

ty.  

Mrs Dennis and Year 5 

Carnival of Flowers Hanging Basket Competition 

Image sourced:.freeimages.com/photo/ping-pong 

http://images.freeimages.com/images/large-previews/95b/ping-pong-2-1416494.jpg
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There are many occasions at school that we need to get a mes-

sage out to our school community immediately.  We can post 

messages on our skoolbag app quickly and you are notified im-

mediately our mobile phone.  Unfortunately less than 25% of 

our parents are using this service. 

It is our preferred method of notifying parents as it is faster, 

cheaper and more time efficient that paper notes ant text mes-

sages.   

If you have haven’t got this free app on your phone I respectful-

ly request that you download the app today.  Once the app is 

downloaded you will discover that it has newsletters, notes, 

tuckshop menus etc. available.  For an information sheet please 

contact Kym at the office.  You are required to have a password 

to access this app.  Forward your request for this password to 

pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Ideally we are aiming to go fully digital by 2018 for our news-

letters. 

School Crossings 

Please talk to your children about using the pedestrian cross-
ings safely outside the school. 

Children should approach the crossing walking (if riding a bike 
they are to dismount and walk the bike across the road) and 
not be playing with balls or hats. 

P&F News 

Please join us for coffee 

Parents & Friends of St Stephen's School 

are welcome to attend 

 the St Stephen's P & F Association Meeting 

to be held on 

 

12th October 2017 at 9.00am 

at 

Afternoon's & Coffeespoons 

SKOOLBAG APP 

Image sourced:/www.tmr.qld.gov.au/Safety/School-road-safety/
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Club Pittsworth have asked sporting clubs/schools to sell tickets for raffles on Friday nights. Club Pittsworth supply the prizes and all the 
clubs/schools need to do is sell the tickets and encourage their club/school to attend that night to buy the raffle tickets and maybe stay 
for dinner. St Stephens P & F have been invited to sell tickets  on the     3rd  November 2017.  We invite you all to come and support Club 
Pittsworth and St Stephen’s P &F on these nights.  

P&F –Raffle Tickets (Club Pittsworth) 

If you have any unwanted plant vouchers, please 

drop these in to the school office and we will use 

them to plant in our school grounds. 
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St. Stephen’s Parish  

Community Feast Day Cel-
ebrations 

Family Mass 8:30 am.   

Followed by  

Fun Day Activities 

SUNDAY 22ND OCTOBER 
2017 
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TERM 4 Monday 3rd October - 1st  December 2017 
 

Date Event Commences Class 

 

2rd October Queens’ Birthday Public 
Holiday 

  All 
  

3rd October First Day of Term 4 8:45am All 

12th October P&F meeting 9am-Afternoons and 
Coffeespoons 

  

13th October Read with Me    Prep 

13th October Lodge Mass  10.30am Yr 2 

16th October Pupil Free Day-CTJ day   All 

18th October Mass 9am Prep 

19th October Children’s Mission Prayer 
Celebration 

2:15pm in M. Hall Yr 1 & Yr 3 

22rd October School Family Mass 8.30am All 

24th October Mass 9am Yr 1 

31st October Mass 9am Yr 4 

1st November All Saints Day     

2nd November All Souls Mass 9am Yr 4-6 

2nd November Lodge Visit  2pm Prep 

6th -16th November Swimming Lessons   All 

8th November Remembrance Day Pray-
er Celebration 

2:15pm Prep 

9thNovember P&F Meeting/AGM 7pm Pittsworth Hotel Motel 

10th November Lodge Mass 10.30am Yr 3 

14th November Mass 9am Yr 6 

16th November Cully Fest Excursion   Yr 1 & 3 

17th November Cully Fest Excursion   Prep, Yr 2 & Yr 4 

21st November 2018 Prep Parent infor-
mation night 

    

21st November Mass 9am Year 5 

23rd   November School Swimming Carni-
val 

  All 
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PO Box 285, 

Pittsworth 

QLD 

4356 

Tel: 0746931627 

Fax: 07 46932156 

Email:pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au 

28th November  Orientation Day   All 

30th November Year 6 Graduation Mass 6pm Lisa/Michelle 

30th November Year 6 Dinner 7pm in M. Hall Yr 5 Parents and Lisa/
Michelle 

1st December End of year Awards cele-
bration 

10am All 
  

1st December  Last Day of Term 4   All 


