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After being away on long service leave, it was wonderful to return to St Stephen’s School 

Community. Thank you to Lisa Cavanagh for looking after the school in my absence. The 

grounds are certainly much greener due to the lovely rainfall we have received and I was 

very excited to see the awards the school received for their gardens while I was absent. 

While I was overseas I visited a lot of beautiful churches. Many of these beautiful church-

es were built hundreds of years ago, many of them took up to 400 years to complete. It 

is very surreal for an Australian such as myself to comprehend planning to build a church 

that you know you will never see completed. Sadly, outside of many of these famous 

places were police and armed forces standing guard and patrolling the area with ma-

chine guns. The Basilica of St Francis of Assisi in Assisi was very beautiful, painted inside 

with wonderful frescos by artists such as Giotto. I was able to sit and pray in the silence 

in the crypt where St Francis is buried and imagine what it would have been like when St 

Francis was alive. Looking at our own church, I appreciate the community effort that 

went into building a beautiful house of prayer.  

Currently the staff is very busy working on staffing, budget, booklists etc for 2018. As 

soon as staffing is finalised I will announce the staff for 2018. Congratulations to Lisa 

Cavanagh who has been appointed the APRE for St Monica’s School Oakey commencing 

January 2018. Lisa commenced work here in 2012. In that time she has taught years 6, 

6/7, 3/4, 3, and 2. Lisa has also taught dance and drama and acted as both middle leader 

and APRE. 

Lisa has had a very active role in both the school and parish community and on behalf of 

the school community I would like to congratulate her on her appointment to a leader-

ship position in the Diocese. We will miss Lisa’s enthusiasm and passion for education 

and wish her all the best as she returns to her place of primary schooling. May God bless 

you on your new leadership role at St Monica’s School, I’m sure our paths will cross in 

the future.  

God Bless, 

Janine 

 

 

 “We are but 
travellers on 

this earth and 
in this life.” 

 
St. Mary of the Cross 

Mackillop (1867) 

Term 4 Week 3 Newsletter 

1 8 T H  O C T O B E R  2 0 1 7    

  Principal’s Message 

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300 683 390 

 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

• Mrs Janine Butlin 

• Mrs Suellen Dennis 

• Mrs Anna Lee 
 
School Councellor 
 
Ms Anne Woodcroft-Brown 

School Banking 
THURSDAYS- 
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A HUGE welcome back to Janine from her well-deserved 

Long Service Leave.  The staff certainly appreciated hear-

ing all about her travels, especially seeing some pictures 

from The Vatican and Assisi.   

Next week is Family Week (22
nd

 to 28
th
 October) and what 

better way to begin this week than with a celebration.  This 

Sunday, 22
nd

 October, is the final School Family Mass at 

8:30am in St Stephen’s Church.  (We will also celebrate 

our patron saint during this mass).  Thank you to those 

families who have indicated their availability to assist in 

the mass.  After mass we will move over to the school 

grounds for morning tea and some ‘old-style fete’ activi-

ties.  Activities for the morning include; 

Decorated bike / scooter competition 

Bottle stall 

Face painting 

Roll the dice game 

Trash and treasure stall 

Fairy floss 

Target the teacher game 

Morning tea will be served from the tuckshop for a gold 

coin donation (tea, coffee and soft drinks will be available).  

The parish Silver Circle is scheduled to be drawn at ap-

proximately 10:45am with the morning concluding after 

this.  In the case of poor weather, morning tea and activi-

ties will be conducted in MacKillop Hall. 

Please note – supervision of children is the responsi-

bility of parents at this outside of school event and the 

playground fort and prep playground will be out of 

bounds. 

Any donations of morning tea items would be greatly ap-

preciated and can be dropped to the school tuckshop after 

mass to Mrs Jackie McGlashan. 

I would love to hear some ways that families have marked 

Family Week next week.  Some suggestions include: 

Make time to do a favoured family activity eg fishing or 

go on a picnic 

Play a board game together  

Get out the ‘good’ crockery for a family dinner at the 

table 

Read your favourite book as a child to the family 

Pray together as a family 

There are events on in the Toowoomba region, just follow 

the link for more information www.familyweek.com.au . 

 

Enjoy Family Week. 

God Bless 

Lisa Cavanagh  

 

Year 4 News 

 

 

“There was movement at the station…” My apologies to 

parents who have heard this repeated hundreds of 
times at home, but that’s a good thing! In English this 
term, the year 4’s are exploring literacy through poetry 
and we have started off with a favourite; The Man From 
Snowy River. We are continuing our focus on reading 
and looking at the different vocabulary and word choic-
es that authors use to build an image in our minds. Our 
Maths focus for the term is “Chance and Data”, and we 
will be collecting, sorting and representing data in differ-
ent forms. Chance topics included expressing chance 
as a number, a fraction or words. In HASS we are con-
tinuing to focus on Australia, how different groups use 
the land and what we are doing to sustain our environ-
ment. Science this term allows us to investigate heat as 

energy, how it is transferred and sources of heat. We 
love investigating our world, posing questions and de-
signing our own experiments. (*Disclaimer- all experi-
ments at home must be done with adult supervision!) In 
Religion we are looking at Moral Choices: What guides 
our morals? Where do we get them from? Students ex-
plore morality through parables and life experience and 
understand that some times moral choices are the most 
difficult ones. As a class, we have grown spiritually, aca-
demically, physically and emotionally. I’m so proud of 
the progress that all students have made in these areas 
and we are remising about the fabulous year that we 
have had already, and (sadly) counting the days until 
the end of the year! I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank all parents for their support this year!!!  

Term 4 is flying! Already we have: 

· Made our rosary bead decades and are using them each 
morning during morning prayer; 

· Planted many pots with vegetable and flower seeds in 
readiness for the ‘Roll the Dice’ stall at the Patronal cele-
brations on Sunday 22nd October; 

· Begun using some technology and coding kits in library 
lessons with Mrs Burgess; 

· Begun our Science unit on how plants and animals sur-
vive in different environments; 

· Started learning about the various levels of government 
in HASS; 

· Created some great cinquain and diamante poems; 

· Continued to consolidate Maths concepts and are finding 
the gaps that we need to review. 

We are looking forward to finishing our year on a high with 
the thought of becoming leaders in Year 6. 

Year 5 News 

APRE News 

http://www.familyweek.com.au
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2018 Enrolments 

We are currently looking at our enrolment numbers for 2018. 
Could you please notify the office if your child will be leaving 
the school at the end of term 4. This will assist us in our plan-
ning for next year. 

Also could parents of year 6 children please let us know which 
school your child will be attending for secondary school. 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 News 

At the end of Term Three our class organised a fund-

raiser to raise money for the famine in Sudan, it was 

titled Sacrifice for Sudan.  We laid out a map of Sudan 

on the stage in MacKillop Hall which students were 

asked to place coins around.  The end result of this was 

that we actually outlined the map completely – twice. 

We held a sandcastle building competition for the Prep 

to year 3 classes.  Year 6 students facilitated the com-

petition and took photographs of all the entries which 

were carefully categorized.  Height and size of the 

structure, flags, moats, ‘patting’ and many other ele-

ments were taken into account when being judged. 

Students in years 4 to 6 were offered a table tennis 

competition. This was a very popular way to raise mon-

ey and we saw some fierce competition.  We used an 

elimination draw which proved to be a very fair competi-

tion. 

The winners of the competitions were announced and 
congratulated at the final assembly for term three.  The 
amount raised was $235.00 which was a very generous 
effort from all members of our school community.  

Sandcastle building for  “ Sacrifice for Sudan” 

Student of the Week– Week 2 

Katelyn, Eden, Ella, Bailey, Isabella, Chelby 
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Baby News 

 Congratulations to Kellie and Darcy –

Lailah Shae Born on Monday 25th 

September. A little sister for Charlize 

in Prep 

 Congratulations to Michelle and Rob 

Arnold on becoming Grandparents –

Sophie Michelle born over the Sep-

tember school holidays. Congratula-

tions to Scott and Shelly (Miss Ches-

ter former Teacher of St Stephen’s) 

Equestrian  News 

During the last week of School holidays, Lottie repre-
sented St Stephen’s in the QLD Team at Interschool 
Equestrian Nationals. 
The event was held at Toowoomba Showgrounds 
with over 300 riders representing all states of Austral-
ia. 
Lottie competed in Primary Combined Training, 
where she had to complete a dressage test & show-
jump course on her horse Kings Gina. 
Lottie scored a PB in her dressage and a clear round 
in her jumping, resulting in 4th place. She received a 
sash & was named in the QLD Primary High Points 
Team which were awarded 3rd overall. 

Congratulations 

Congratulations to  Kassidy and   Cooper on receiving 

the Sacrament of Baptism at St Stephen’s last weekend. 

Sourced from : http://all-free-download.com/free-

vector/download/cute-cartoon-baby-elements-mix-
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St Stephen’s has now these greeting cards available to purchase 

from the school office-$1.50 each or  5 for $5 
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Venue: Afternoons & Coffeespoons 

Opened: 9.10am 

Present:  Sally Croft, Belinda Saal, Telia Simpson, Carolyn Moore, Jen Bourke, Sharon Denning, Leah Moore, Lisa Cavanagh, Lisa 
Gillam 

Apologies:  Lisa McEwan, Janine Butlin, Miranda Stirling, Sharlene Vonhoff. 

Confirmation of previous minutes: Previous Minutes presented by Belinda Saal. 

Moved: Belinda Saal 

Seconded: Sharon Denning 

Business arising from minutes: 

 

Inward correspondence 

 

Outward correspondence 

 

Belinda moves that the correspondence report be passed.  Seconded by Leah Moore. 

Business arising from correspondence: 

Donation of $30 to be given to Pittsworth State High Awards Night 2017.  Carolyn Moore to prepare cheque and forward. 

 

Item Issue Raised Action By 

Phonic Ear Has been installed in the Year 
5 and 6 classrooms.  Donation 

Nil.   

Sticky Beak 
Lunch Bags 

Flyer to be emailed to Kym 
Summers in PDF format and 
added to booklist for 2018. 

  

  

Information to be presented at 
Prep Information Evening. 

Carolyn Moore to do flyer 
and email to Kym to be put in 
newsletter, on app and in 
2018 booklist. 

  

Sally Croft to do presentation 
at Prep Information Evening. 

16th October 2017 

  

  

  

  

  

21st November 2017 
Fundraising 
Plates 

Order has been placed by 
Leah Moore. $180 profit. 

Nil   

        

Date From Content 

  Pittsworth State High School Awards Night 2017 - Donation 

21.09.17 Australian Taxation Office Update details 

18.09.17 Toowoomba Regional Council 2018 Australia Day Award nominations 

10.09.17 Pittsworth Meals on Wheels Volunteers required. 

      

Date To Content 

      

St Stephen’s P&F  General Minutes-Held on 12th October 2017 
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Treasurer’s report (Carolyn Moore): Closing balance as of 12th October 2017 is $10,791.63. 

Father’s Day Stall $1,067.99 profit. 

Sprints Bar - $5,578 less bill from Pittsworth Hotel Motel. Sally Croft to follow up. 

P & F Levy to be paid from the school. 

President's Report (Sally Croft):   

We have had a busy couple of months with activities and a few more to go before the end of the school year. 

Father’s Day Stall was another great success with wonderful work done by Miranda & Amanda. 

I would also like to congratulate all the helpers on the day who helped make “Father’s Day” such a special event for our school. Thanks 
to Miranda, Amanda, Jenny, Leah, Jodie, Lisa, Sharon, Olya & Sharon. Without your help and support this would not be possible. Also, 
a big thankyou for the items that were donated for our Raffle, we hope the winners enjoy their prizes. 

Sprints Bar was another success. We really appreciate Leah’s single-minded determination to get the job done. With only a few helpers 
on both days we were able to make approximately $4000. The others we would like to Pete Denning, Steve VonHoff & Tanya for giving 
part of their weekend to help Leah out. 

Another thank you to Leah for organising the Plates for the children to decorate. We have made approximately $100.  We hope all the 
families that took part will enjoy their plates and clocks when they arrive. 

I am also very pleased to say that we have been able to have every classroom in our school fitted with Phonic Ears in the last 12 
months. I think this is a wonderful achievement and something that we can all be proud of. I’m sure the teachers and students will enjoy 
this new technology in the school. I now look forward to seeing what our next project might be and if anyone has some ideas please feel 
free to let us know or talk to Janine. 

We have also agreed to cater for the upcoming Open Gardens so if anyone is able to help with donation of food or some time over the 
weekend of the 28th & 29th October please ensure that you speak to either Lisa Gilliam or Sharlene Von Hoff. 

Acting Principal / APRE Report (Lisa Cavanagh): 

Announcement of APRE from 2018 to staff and in newsletter – Mr Dennis Wolbers.  Dennis currently works at Good Counsel College, 
Innisfail in the Diocese of Cairns as a pastoral leader and teacher.  We look forward to welcoming Dennis, his wife Rosa and family to 
our school and parish families in 2018. 

Mrs Kristy Cameron will be joining us on staff in a full time capacity in 2018.  Kristy has been a valued member of staff during 2017 as 
our PE specialist teacher and supply teacher.    

Two new supply teachers have begun working at the school – Mrs Megan Neylon and Mrs Kellie Maher 

22nd October is the School Family Mass and Parish Family Fun Day.  Mass is at 8:30am, followed by family fun activities at school in-
cluding the drawing of the silver circle. 

Morning tea – donations of items appreciated – gold coin donation 

Fun activities for families include; Target the Teacher, decorated bike/scooter competition, bottle stall, trash and treasure, Roll the Dice 
stall, face painting and fairy floss.  Gold coin entry or 50c a go for activities.  Money’s raised from these activities will go to Children’s 
Mission of Mercy (this is the orphanage operated by members of Father Thomas’ order in India). 

Teachers have continued attending the reading strategy training and are implementing in their classrooms.  Our coach, Katie Hauser, 
has been a great support.  A link to some YouTube clips was shared via the newsletter with information for parents. 

We have received a grant for us to access some Cyber Safety education programs in 2017.  We have booked; Alannah and Madeline 
Foundation – Connect, for two interactive workshops for Prep to year 3 on Monday the 20th of November AND Susan McLean, Austral-
ia’s leading cyber safety expert for an information session with years 3 to 6 on Thursday 30th November. 

Prep to Year 4 will be attending Cully Fest on Friday the 17th of November (not the 16th for 1 and 3 as previously advertised).  Cully Fest 
is an Outback and Aboriginal Folk Festival.  Prep to year 3 will be participating in the following activities - Activities included - Aboriginal 
Painting, Fairy Wonderland, Emu/Kangaroo Dance, Drumming Percussion, Balloon Twisting, Aboriginal Story, Opal Mining, Jumping 
Castle, Ocre Display and Talks, Art Class, Bravehearts.  Year 4 will be participating in: Create and learn to play a didgeridoo, Aboriginal 
Artefacts Talks, Aboriginal Storytelling, Laser Tag, Music Workshop. 

Maintenance 

Gutters at the front of the school and in the walkway from the toilets to the main school building over the holidays 

Difficulties with the gym alarm over the school holidays – Brett Wilson came and set traps for the mice – fuse at the gym had to be re-
placed 

Leaking male toilet in MacKillop Hall repaired 

School gardens and grounds are looking beautiful – we placed second in the Carnival of Flowers country schools competition and 
highly commended in the Pittsworth gardens competition.  Howard and Janine have worked hard planning the gardens together.  Spe-
cial thanks to Lloyd and Clare Cronin for keeping the watering up over the school holidays. 
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Swimming lessons are planned for weeks 6 and 7 (6th November to 15th November) – 7 sessions. 

Swimming carnival booked for Thursday 23rd November – thanks to Anna for all her had work in organising these. 

End of year concert – Friday 17th November 

Students to arrive at 5pm and delivered to their classroom where they will get ready for the concert 

P&F wine and cheese/nibbles in MacKillop Hall for parents 

Concert to begin at 6pm 

Teachers will bring students to the hall to perform their item – each class will perform a dance and another item (song or poem) 

At the end of their item – students will return to their class to have pizza – parents can collect students from their classrooms after  

the concert 

Transition day is Tuesday 28th November 

Year 6 graduation Thursday 30th November with Mass at 6pm followed by dinner in MacKillop Hall. 

End of year awards presentation – Friday 1st December from 10am – final day of school for 2017. 

Grants Report (Telia Simpson) 

Monsanto Grant submitted at end of August. 

Gambling Community Benefit Fund grant – unsuccessful but has been resubmitted. 

Quotes for McKillop Hall kitchen and covered walkway to enable grants to be applied for quickly and efficiently. 

Parish Report (Lisa Gillam): 

St Stephen’s Patronal Day on 22nd October 2017.  Silver Circle to be drawn at 10.45am. 

 General Business

 

 

 

No
. 

Item Issue raised Action By 

1. Woolworths Earn 
and Learn 

Approximately 16800 points received that will be avail-
able to claim goods. 

Nil   

2. Garden Party Ca-
tering 

Coffee machine to be hired for $100.  Coffee cups and 
lids to be purchased. 

More volunteers needed to bake goods and help on 
the day. 

Sharlene Vonhoff. 28th October 2017 

3. Skoolbag App Reminders to be put on App. People are not receiving 
notifications. 

Lisa Cavanagh to in-
vestigate. 

  

4. Sprints Bar $2,000 of the profit from the bar at the Pittsworth 
Sprints 2017 to be donated to Fr Thomas’ orphanage 
– Mission of Mercy. 

Moved Leah Moore. Seconded Sharon Denning. 

Carolyn Moore to or-
ganise $2,000 donation 
to Mission of Mercy. 

20th October 2017 

5. Graduation Dinner Graduation gifts to be ordered. 

  

List of gift recipients to be obtained. 

  

 Check to see if Carol Hicks is happy to co-ordinate 
dinner. 

  

Year 5 parent helpers to be co-ordinated. 

  

  

Leah Moore to order 
gifts. 

Lisa Cavanagh to or-
ganise list. 

  

Lisa Cavanagh 

  

Lisa Cavanagh to send 
out letter to Yr 5 par-
ents. 

17th November 
2017 

 3rd November 
2017 

  

 3rd November 
2017 

  

3rd November 2017 
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6 Club Pittsworth 
Raffles 

Families to be reminded about raffles on 3rd Novem-
ber 2017.  Volunteers needed to sell tickets.  Recom-
mend booking a table. Starts at 5.30pm. Year 5 par-
ents to start fundraising for 2018 camp. 

To be put on App 

  

Find Year 5 parent to co-ordinate. 

  

  

  

  

Lisa Cavanagh 

  

Sally Croft to approach 
Lisa Robertson 

  

  

  

  

27th October 2017 

  

  

7 Chip Van at Pitts-
worth Show 

Volunteer required to co-ordinate the chip van at the 
Pittsworth Show in 2018. 

Please let Sally Croft 
know if you are availa-
ble. 

  

          

Meeting Closed: 11.20am 

Next meeting:  AGM – Pittsworth Hotel Motel – 9th November 2017 at 7pm. 

P&F –Raffle Tickets (Club Pittsworth) 

Club Pittsworth have asked sporting clubs/schools to sell tickets for raffles on Friday nights. Club Pittsworth supply the 
prizes and all the clubs/schools need to do is sell the tickets and encourage their club/school to attend that night to buy the 
raffle tickets and maybe stay for dinner. St Stephens P & F have been invited to sell tickets  on the     3rd  November 
2017.  We invite you all to come and support Club Pittsworth and St Stephen’s P &F on these nights.  
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SKOOLBAG APP 

There are many occasions at school that we need to get a message out to our school community immediately.  We can post 

messages on our skoolbag app quickly and you are notified immediately our mobile phone.  Unfortunately less than 25% of 

our parents are using this service. 

It is our preferred method of notifying parents as it is faster, cheaper and more time efficient that paper notes ant text mes-

sages.   

If you have haven’t got this free app on your phone I respectfully request that you download the app today.  Once the app is 

downloaded you will discover that it has newsletters, notes, tuckshop menus etc. available.  For an information sheet please 

contact Kym at the office.  You are required to have a password to access this app.  Forward your request for this password 

to pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Ideally we are aiming to go fully digital by 2018 for our newsletters. 



 11 

 

PITTSWORTH LITTLE ATHLETICS 

 

Hi All 

Pittsworth Little Athletics has commenced this term , it is a fun, energetic way to get 
your children active. 

We now hold our centre days on a Tuesday afternoon, Bridgeman Oval in Pittsworth. 

Any child is welcome, from Tiny tots through to Under 16’s 

For anymore information contact Steve on 0408 764 628 
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St. Stephen’s Parish  

Community Feast Day Cel-
ebrations 

Family Mass 8:30 am.   

Followed by  

Fun Day Activities 

SUNDAY 22ND OCTOBER 
2017 

* Silver Circle tickets are 
due back this Friday 20th 

October 2017 to the school 
office 
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If you have any unwanted plant vouchers, 
please drop these in to the school office 
and we will use them to plant in our 
school grounds. 
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TERM 4 Monday 3rd October - 1st  December 2017 

Date Event Commences Class 
22rd October School Family Mass 8.30am All 

23rd-27th October Book Fair 8.15 – 8.50am  and 
3.00pm to 3.30pm. 

Library 

24th October Mass 9am Yr 1 

25th October Junior Celebration 2.30pm Yr 2 

31st October Mass 9am Yr 4 

1st November All Saints Day     

1st November Senior Celebration 2.30pm Yr 4 

2nd November All Souls Mass 9am Yr 4-6 

2nd November Lodge Visit  2pm Prep 

6th ,7th ,8th, 9th 
13th, 14th,15th November 

Swimming Lessons   All 

8th November Remembrance Day Prayer Service only.  
NO ASSEMBLY 8TH November due to swimming 
 

10:50am Prep 

9thNovember P&F Meeting/AGM 7pm Pitts-
worth 
Hotel 
Motel 

10th November Lodge Mass 10.30am Yr 3 

14th November Mass 9am Yr 6 

15th November  NO school Celebration due to swimming   

16th November-due to swimming 
held on Wednesday 

Senior School Celebration 2.30pm Yr 5 

17th November Cully Fest Excursion   Prep, Yrs 
1, 2, 3 & 4 

20th November  Volunteers Morning Tea 10am MacKillop 
Hall 

21st November 2018 Prep Parent information night  5.30pm  Prep 
Room 

21st November Mass 9am Yr  5 

21st November Junior Celebration 2.30pm Yr 2 

23rd   November School Swimming Carnival   All 

28th November  Orientation Day/Transition Day   Prep 2018 
9-1pm 
Yr 1-6 
2018 8.50 
- 3.10pm 

30th November Year 6 Graduation Mass 6pm Lisa/
Michelle 

30th November Year 6 Dinner 7pm in M. Hall Yr 5 Par-
ents and 
Lisa/
Michelle 

1st December End of year Awards celebration 10am All 
  

1st December  Last Day of Term 4   All 


