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As a community, we stopped today to reflect on All Saints Day which is celebrated by the 

catholic church each year on the 1st November. St Stephen’s School was founded by St 

Mary of the Cross MacKillop, an amazing woman who not only was the first Australian 

Saint but is the only Australian Saint. Saints are simply ordinary people who did extraor-

dinary things. Mary of course is a fine example of  an ordinary person who did extraordi-

nary things. Mary saw a need and did something about it. Mary MacKillop saw a need to 

educate children in the regional areas of Australia. She had a magnificent dream and she 

never gave up until she achieved her dream. How lucky are we to have her as a role mod-

el for us. 

Similarly, Father John Ryan who was parish priest in Pittsworth 100 years ago asked Mary 

MacKillop if she would send sisters of St Joseph to Pittsworth to run the school he want-

ed to build. Very soon, we will farewell our year 6 children. On the final day of school we 

will have our awards ceremony. The staff have been busy contemplating who should 

receive these awards as there are many worthy recipients. This year there will be a new 

award. The Father John Ryan Sporting Achievement Award. Criteria for this award in-

cludes nominating children who continually strive to excel on the sporting field and set 

high goals for themselves. 

Both our school houses, Mackillop and Ryan are named after amazing people who dared 

to dream. We here today are also challenged to  dream big. To prepare pathways for the 

future and to become the best person we can be.  

 

God Bless 

Janine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “We are but 
travellers on 

this earth and 
in this life.” 

 
St. Mary of the Cross 

Mackillop (1867) 
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  Principal’s Message 

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300 683 390 

 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

 Mrs Janine Butlin 

 Mrs Suellen Dennis 

 Mrs Anna Lee 
 
School Councellor 
 
Ms Anne Woodcroft-Brown 

School Banking 
THURSDAYS- 

Students helping out on Feast  Day Celebrations 
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It is hard to believe how quickly this term is flying by, today is 

the middle of the term 4!  We have so many important events 

coming up in the liturgical life of the school. 

Thursday the 2nd of November is All Souls Day, when we re-

member and pray for all those who have passed away.  Years 4 

to 6 will be attending mass at the Church at 9am tomorrow.  

Prep is busily preparing a memorial prayer reflection for Re-

membrance Day.  As Remembrance Day is on a Saturday 

(11/11) we will be holding our prayer service on Wednesday 

the 8th of November at 10:50 am.   

Our next special   event is our Year 6 Graduation Mass at 6pm 

on Thursday the 30th of November, followed by our End of Year 

Thanksgiving Prayer Celebration and Awards Presentation on 

Friday the 1st of December at 10am. 

Last week was Family Week and I set the students a challenge 

to do something with their families and tell me about it.  It was 

fantastic to hear of all the wonderful things the families of St 

Stephen’s did together; from reading a book together at bed-

time, dinner around the table, movie night in the lounge room, 

to a very fun sounding water balloon battle on a hot day. 

On All Saints Day, I leave you with a thought from a saint very 

special to us here at our school, St Mary of the Cross MacKillop 

– Australia’s only saint.  “Let us show this love in our acts, bear-

ing with one another, forgiving and forgetting.”  (Mary MacKil-

lop, 12/12/1890). 

God Bless 

Year 1 News 

 

 

We have been learning about Mary’s Joyful Mysteries in Reli-

gion and how we use the Rosary beads to pray the Hail Mary. 

Science has been a blast as we have been playing… I mean 

learning by looking at the different properties of spaghetti. 

We have been seeing how different items can change their 

state and deciding whether it can be reversed or not. 

 

 

This term, Year 2 has been learning all about 3D shapes in 

mathematics.  Did you know that a rectangular prism and a 

cube have the same number of; faces, edges and vertices?  We 

do!  We have even made some 3D shapes using paddle pop 

sticks and bluetack.  In the photo we have made a square 

based pyramid. In English, we have been working hard on our 

reading and have been blowing Mrs Lawrie and Mrs Cavanagh 

away with how much we have improved.  We are also learning 

a poem to recite to our class in two weeks, some of us know 

ours off by heart already. 

In Religion, we have been learning all about saying sorry and 

forgiving others.  Our prayer celebration last week had this as 

our focus.  We have investigated the scripture of parable of the 

Prodigal Son and the story of Zacchaeus to explain how God 

loves us and the importance of asking for forgiveness when we 

have done the wrong thing.  Our fertile question is – How can 

we continue to build a world of love?  Students responded to 

the question, I feel loved when …  Below are some of our re-

sponses. 

 

Year 2News 

APRE News 

In Year One we are exploring the meaning of persuasion and 

where we can see it. So far we have seen persuasion in post-

ers, advertisements and in story books. We have been read-

ing and exploring the book ‘The Day the Crayons Quit’. From 

this story we can learn about letter writing, persuasive argu-

ments, parts of speech and emotions.    

In Maths, we have had loads of fun! We have worked and 

played with our money. We now know the importance of 

learning how to use money so we can buy toys and sweets 

with the correct coins. It took us a little bit to understand that 

even though $2 is smaller, we can actually buy more with it! 

In HASS, we have been examining family roles and the chores 

that take place in households. Also investigating how these 

have changed over time. 
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2018 Enrolments 

We are currently looking at our enrolment numbers for 2018. 

Could you please notify the office if your child will be leaving 

the school at the end of term 4. This will assist us in our plan-

ning for next year. 

Also could parents of year 6 children please let us know which 

school your child will be attending for secondary school. 

What a busy few weeks we have had in Year 3 so far! We have 

set up our classroom for success through the use of voice control 

levels and even discussing and setting goals for the whole class to 

achieve. We have also been talking about how important it is to 

treat others with respect and kindness.  

In Maths, we have revisited place value, counting patterns, addi-

tion and subtraction strategies and calculating money and 

change. Next we will be exploring symmetry and angles.  

In English we have been learning about Poetry and its various 

forms. We have looked at the important features of Poetry in-

cluding rhyme, rhythm, descriptive words, alliteration and ono-

matopoeia using Horton Hears a Who! By Dr Seuss. Students 

have also practiced writing various styles of poetry.  

In Religion, we are looking at who Jesus was, including his life 

and teachings. We will also be exploring the Gospels and discuss-

ing what story they tell and why they were important.  

In Science, the investigation of packaging has been our focus. We 

will be looking at various types of packaging, their strength and 

the different purposes they are used for. In the next couple of 

weeks, we will be creating a prototype package for a specific 

purpose. 

In Humanities and Social Sciences we have continued looking at 

communities and are working in collaborative groups to design 

an island. Population, location, vegetation, weather and physical 

features are all being considered during the process. Later on in 

the Term, students will be using the iPad app Scratch to create a 

presentation for the island they have created. 

In Technology, we have investigated various foods and their ori-

gins. Following that, students designed a sensational sandwich 

for a friend, taking into account their preferences for bread and 

fillings.  

Year 3 News 

Student of the Week– Week 3 

Student of the Week– Week 4 

I feel loved when my mum says goodnight and she gives me a 

big hug and kiss and tucks me into bed.  Harper 

I feel loved when my 

mum gives me kisses 

and when dad gives 

me cuddles.  Char-

lotte 

I feel loved when I 

am with mum and 

dad and when my 

family says, “I love 

you Oliver” when I hug and kiss them.  Oliver 

Year 2 

Haylie, Emily, Callum,  Mitchell, William, Henry, Macy 

Jack, Issac, Talitha,  Ellie, Charlize, Indie 
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ICAS TEST RESULTS 

Throughout this year, some students from our school have taken on the challenge to participate in International Competitions in 

Science, Spelling, English and Mathematics. All of these students are to be commended for their willingness to have a go and chal-

lenge themselves.  

Following are the results received recently: 

Mathematics 

Credit: Hayley Norman 

Merit: Matilda Arthur, Oliver Cameron and Skye McEwan 

Participation:  Eden Burgess, Tahlia Moore, Indiana Cavendish, William Gillam, Annabelle Parke, Aidan Burke, Ellie Denning, 

Matthew Forde, Chloe Thompson, Charlotte Thomson, Chloe Denning, Caitlin Gillam, Jessica Hegarty, Emerson Strudwick, Jillian 

Tandy, Emily Zeller and Patrick Quinn. 

English 

Distinction: Indiana Cavendish 

Credit: Hayley Norman, Bella Ostwald, Ava Fitzpatrick, Charlotte Thomson and Charlotte Ostwald  

Merit: Eden Burgess and Jessica Hegarty  

Participation: Oliver Cameron, Skye McEwan, Tahlia Moore, Maddison Frost, Annabelle Parke, Ellie Denning, Chloe Thompson, 

Chloe Denning and Jillian Tandy 

Congratulations to all of these students. 

Uniform Reminders 

A  reminder that children are expected to wear the correct uniform at all times. There are quite a few children wearing incorrect 
footwear and socks. Similarly, the only jewelry to be worn to school is a watch. Children are permitted one pair of plain studs if they 
have pierced ears. If your child is not wearing the correct uniform please send a note to the class teacher explaining why they are 
out of uniform. If you are having difficulty purchasing the uniform please contact the school. 

I appreciate your support in this matter. 

P&F –Raffle Tickets (Club Pittsworth) 

Club Pittsworth have asked sporting clubs/schools to sell tickets for raffles on Friday nights. Club Pittsworth supply the 

prizes and all the clubs/schools need to do is sell the tickets and encourage their club/school to attend that night to buy 

the raffle tickets and maybe stay for dinner. St Stephens P & F have been invited to sell tickets  on the     3rd  November 

2017.  We invite you all to come and support Club Pittsworth and St Stephen’s P &F on these nights.  
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Due to the Bookfair held  at school , Parents wishing to order from Scholastic Bookclud Issue 7 can do so by ordering online  
 ONLY .   Any  books  ordered will be delivered to your postal address for  an additional $4.95. 

 

 

 

BookClub News 
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If you have any unwanted plant vouchers, 
please drop these in to the school office and 
we will use them to plant in our school grounds. 

Lions Market 

The Lions Market is on again in November (see ad. for details).  Opening time has 

been extended from 8.00am – 2.00pm.at the very pleasant setting of the Pioneer Vil-

lage grounds. There is going to be a great range of stalls, from fruit and vegetables, 

plants, honey, cakes and confectionery to crafts, preserves, lavender products, soaps, 

everything you need for your pet, pottery and planters. It’s going to be a great place 

to look for Christmas presents. 

Lions will have their BBQ, morning tea and soft drinks. As well, the wood-fired pizza 

man and the coffee van will be there. Especially for the children, there will be a jump-

ing castle and face painting. Live entertainment is an added attraction. The Trash and 

Treasure stall has something for everyone. Cleaning out cupboards or the shed in the 

back yard? If you have anything you would like to donate to the Trash and Treasure, 

Lions Lyn and James Evans would love to hear from you on 4693 3337. They will be 

happy to collect any items for sale. 

For further information regarding the market or site bookings, phone Glynn Mace on 

0402 555 964 or e-mail glynn63@gmail.com  

mailto:glynn63@gmail.com
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TERM 4 Monday 3rd October - 1st  December 2017 

Date Event Commences Class 
2nd November All Souls Mass 9am Yr 4-6 

2nd November Lodge Visit  2pm Prep 

6th ,7th ,8th, 9th 
13th, 14th,15th November 

Swimming Lessons   All 

8th November Remembrance Day Prayer Service only.  
NO ASSEMBLY 8TH November due to swimming 
 

10:50am Prep 

9thNovember Board Meeting 5.30pm Staff 
Room 

9thNovember P&F Meeting/AGM 7pm Pitts-
worth 
Hotel 
Motel 

10th November Lodge Mass 10.30am Yr 3 

14th November Mass 9am Yr 6 

15th November  NO school Celebration due to swimming   

16th November-due to swimming 
held on Wednesday 

Senior School Celebration 2.30pm Yr 5 

17th November Cully Fest Excursion   Prep, Yrs 
1, 2, 3 & 4 

20th November  Volunteers Morning Tea 10am MacKillop 
Hall 

21st November 2018 Prep Parent information night  5.30pm  Prep 
Room 

21st November Mass 9am Yr  5 

21st November Junior Celebration 2.30pm Yr 2 

23rd   November School Swimming Carnival   All 

28th November  Orientation Day/Transition Day   Prep 2018 
9-1pm 
Yr 1-6 
2018 8.50 
- 3.10pm 

30th November Year 6 Graduation Mass 6pm Lisa/
Michelle 

30th November Year 6 Dinner 7pm in M. Hall Yr 5 Par-
ents and 
Lisa/
Michelle 

1st December End of year Awards celebration 10am All 
  

1st December  Last Day of Term 4   All 

 

 

 

 

PO Box 285, 

Pittsworth QLD4 356 

Tel: 0746931627 

Fax: 07 46932156 

Email:pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au 


