
 1 

 

 

In this final week of the school year I’d like to thank each and every one of you for the contribution 

you have made to the St Stephen’s School Community. Firstly I’d like to thank the students of St 

Stephen’s School. Daily I am privileged to work with children who are “Striving for Success and 

Celebrating their Spirit”. Last Thursday at the swimming carnival, I witnessed great sportsmanship 

by many of our students as they cheered and congratulated their fellow competitors throughout 

the day all the while pushing themselves to achieve a personal best. 

Secondly, I would like to thank the staff here at St Stephen’s School. The teachers have been work-

ing tirelessly to assist students to achieve to the best of their ability and over the past couple of 

weeks have been pushed to the limit as they report to you regarding the progress of your children 

whilst preparing for 2018. In particular, I’d like to thank Lisa Cavanagh who has assisted me 

throughout the year in her role as APRE. I wish Lisa all the best as she moves onto St Monica’s in 

the new year. Lisa has shown her willingness to help out in many aspects of school life whether it 

be in the classroom, teaching dance and drama, preparing liturgies, masses and celebrations in her 

role as APRE, or cooking some of her wonderful quiches for the staff. Gina Lawrie has been a wel-

come addition to our staff this year and her dedication to the year 2 class she has shared with Mrs 

Cavanagh is to be commended. Similarly, I’d like to thank Kellie Craft for the work she has done in 

our school. Kellie worked with Suellen Dennis and across many classes throughout the year and is 

always ready to step in and go that ‘extra mile’ for the students at our school. 

Thirdly, we are very fortunate with the school officers who work at St Stephen’s. They are extreme-

ly hardworking and talented showing their ability to work across a number of areas in our school. 

Howard Schefe continues to keep our school grounds looking smart and Helen Wright ensure the 

school is clean and tidy throughout the year. Helen and Sharon are also very diligent and dependa-

ble lollipop ladies who make sure the crossing in front of the school is always supervised. 

Last, but not least to you the parents and friends of St Stephen’s. You continue to support the 

school tirelessly through your fundraising, social events and volunteering at school activities. We 

couldn’t do it without you. We are fortunate to have a very active parent community who enjoy 

being an active part of their child’s education. 

As we approach the end of the school year on Friday I’d like us all to stop and pause.  We can get 

so caught up in activities and ‘things’ that we forget about people and the relationships between 

people. We need to stay focused on what is important. Jesus was born in a stable, to loving par-

ents. Look how well he turned out. If we get the important things right in our lives, the rest will 

follow. 

This Christmas, may you find time to catch up  with family and friends and share the true message 

of Christmas. ‘For unto us today a child is born. He is Christ the King’. 

God Bless 

Janine 

 “We are but 
travellers on 

this earth and 
in this life.” 

 
St. Mary of the Cross 

Mackillop (1867) 
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  Principal’s Message 

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300 683 390 

 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

 Mrs Janine Butlin 

 Mrs Suellen Dennis 

 Mrs Anna Lee 
 
School Councellor 
 
Ms Anne Woodcroft-Brown 

School Banking 
THURSDAYS– 
Last banking day 
for 2018 will be 
on 16.11.17 

The school office will be open next week 04/12 until 07/12, 9am-12md and 1pm-3pm.  

2018 Diaries have arrived and are ready for collection.   

Prices: Diary $8.50each and Mathletics  $27.75 per child.   

 

The school office will reopen on January 15th 2018.  If you wish to purchase Diaries etc 

in that week this service is available 1:30pm-3:30pm. 
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It is with a bit of a heavy heart that I write my newsletter spiel 

this week as it is my last week here at St Stephen’s.  Whilst I am 

excited about the changes and opportunities next year brings, I 

will miss being part of this wonderful school.  The past six years 

have been very rewarding for both my family and myself.  My 

eldest daughter Sarah was in year 7 when we moved to St Ste-

phen’s and all three of my children loved being part of this spe-

cial school. 

At the Pittsworth State High School Year 12 graduation last week, 

I was touched by a request I had from some former students.  

This fabulous group of young people had arranged to have one 

last “St Stephen’s class” photo before they left school.  This was a 

proud teacher moment for me because it was obvious that their 

St Stephen’s connection was important to them. 

 

I would like to share some special memories and thank you’s 

with you.   

Thank you to all the students who have been part of my MacKil-

lop Club over the years.  I have enjoyed sharing my love of this 

special lady with you. 

 

 I have loved having the opportunity to teach dance and 

drama to all students in the school.  These days have been 

such joyous, FUN days for me as a teacher.  The enthusi-

asm the children had for these subjects was so exciting to 

witness. 

 

 Thank you to the staff for all the wonderful times we have 

had together.  St Stephen’s is truly blessed to have such a 

professional, caring, supportive and enthusiastic staff.  I 

will miss you all. 

 

Last but certainly not least, thank you to the six classes of won-

derful students I had the absolute privilege to be the classroom 

teacher of:  Year 2 in 2017 and 2016, Year 3 in 2015, Year 3/4 in 

2014, Year 6/7 in 2013 and Year 6 in 2012.  I have loved being 

your classroom teacher and have enjoyed watching you learn 

and grow. 

 

Thank you to the students, parents, volunteers and the amazing 

staff who have made my six years at St Stephen’s so special.  I 

will miss you and think of you with fondness. 

I would like to finish with one of my favourite prayers. 

 

An Irish Blessing 

May the road rise up to meet you, 

May the wind be always at your back, 

May the sun shine warm upon your face, 

The rain fall soft upon your fields 

And until we meet again, 

May God hold you in the palm of his hand. 

Amen. 

 

Best wishes for a safe, happy and Holy Christmas period. 

God Bless 

Lisa Cavanagh 

Acting APRE 

 

APRE NEWS 

Christmas Concert 
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Dance News 

Last Thursday evening was a wonderful way for us to showcase 

the dancing we have been learning during dance lessons.  Each 

class presented a dance that incorporated some of the tech-

niques and skills taught in class.  Years 5 and 6 choreographed 

sections of their own dances and the Year 2 class ‘freestyled’ 

their jive moves onstage. 

Thank you to the class teachers for their support with extra 

practices in the lead up to the performance.  A HUGE thank 

you to Mrs Dennis for her assistance in organising the evening 

and writing the excellent poem recited by the Year 5 class. 

During our final dance lesson, each class from Year 1 to Year 6 

viewed and responded to some amazing dance by Bangarra, an 

indigenous dance group.   

Mrs Cavanagh 

 

 

S chool uniform items for sale at the 

school office-only  

 

LIMITED STOCK ONLY 

 

School Hats 61cm only -$7 each 

Netball Visors-$5 each 

Chair Bags-$6 each 

Library Bags-$12 each 
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PE News 

We are currently looking at our enrolment numbers for 2018. 

Could you please notify the office if your child will be leaving 

the school at the end of term 4. This will assist us in our plan-

ning for next year. 

Also could parents of year 6 children please let us know which 

school your child will be attending for secondary school. 

 

 

2018 Enrolments 

Student of the Week– Week 7 

Dakota, Damien, Mitchell, Charlie,  

Maddie, Skye, Ava, Angela, Bentley, Ben, Allie, Georgia, Harry 

Cully Fest Photos 

Just a friendly reminder to be aware not to park 

across the residents driveways in Weale Street. 

Or Murray Street. 

Parking in Weale street 

Term 4 has just flown by!! Physical Education 

lessons continued on Fridays and included cricket 

and tee ball.  The focus skills were throwing, 

catching and batting.  All children thoroughly en-

joyed the Milo In2Cricket activities. 

Throughout the term, all students participated in 

a 7 day swim intensive over a two week block.  It 

was great to see all students significantly im-

prove over this period.  Thank you to Sporting 

Schools for providing another generous grant this 

term to help with the costs of this swimming pro-

gram.  Without this grant, we would not be able 

to offer as many lessons to students. Thank you 

also to Mrs Lee and Mrs Ferguson for the work 

you put into swimming this term.   

Our annual swimming carnival was a huge suc-

cess.  Thank you to all the wonderful helpers who 

covered time keeping and judging positions.   

Merry Christmas to you all!! I wish you all a hap-

py and holy festive season.  I hope you have a 

fantastic break and return safely in 2018. 

Yours in Sport, 

Kristy Cameron 
Yr 4 boys getting some tips on playing the didgeridoo 
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 Run for Underprivileged Kids 

For those of you that don’t know me, my name is Kirsty Ost-

wald.  I’m the proud Mother of Lottie (Yr 5), Bella (Yr 3) and 

Josie (Yr 1).  I was privileged to teach at St Stephen’s in 2016 

and Semester 1 this year and often float around the school 

with our amazing kids.  Additionally, I’m a Holistic Health 

Coach “Zestymumma” from my farm and love helping 

households achieve health and wellness through wholefood 

nutrition.  

On Thursday 30th November, I am running nearly 40kms 

from my farm into St Stephen’s to raise awareness and 

funds for Nutrition Plus Ltd.  By incorporating my two loves 

of helping people’s health AND long distance running, I am 

aiming to make a difference in the lives of underprivileged 

Aboriginal Schoolkids around Australia.   

You too can make a difference and assist the programs Nu-

trition Plus provides (building school bush tucker gardens, 

whole-food nutrition as well as integration of local indige-

nous knowledge, language and culture).  Every dollar makes 

a difference in the lives of those less fortunate than our-

selves and I will be grateful for any money you can donate 

to this worthy cause through www.give.everydayhero.com/

au/run-for-underprivileged-kids or in the donation box at 

the school office this 

week. 

With thanks, 

Kirsty 
After assembly this Friday there will 

morning tea, please bring a plate to 

share 

 

Morning Tea Friday  

1st December  

http://www.give.everydayhero.com/au/run-for-underprivileged-kids
http://www.give.everydayhero.com/au/run-for-underprivileged-kids
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SINK FOR SALE 

“Make an offer”. Must be sold by 

close of business 1/12/2017. 

 

If anyone would 

like to order girls 

school blouses to be 

made, please contact 

Leah Moore on 0428 

931 586 

Girls School Blouses Made to order 
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Volunteering for Tuckshop……. There are a number of ways you can help out. 

1.  Order Collection: 

You will help the Tuckshop Convenor collecting orders from the children before school, 8.30a.m. You will al-

so be required to purchase food required from the main street and collect the order from the bakery. You 

will be required to do some food preparation until the serving ladies arrive at 10.30a.m. 

2.  Serving: 

Serving ladies are asked to arrive at the Tuckshop by 10.30a.m. You will be asked to prepare morning tea, 

slice cakes etc for serving. Lunch preparation includes cooking toasted sandwiches and making salad rolls 

and sandwiches, it is then just a matter of bagging up of the lunches and serving ice-blocks to the students. 

3.  Reserve for Serving: 

Your name and phone number would be added to a reserve list be called upon if someone was unable to do 

their rostered day. 

4.  Cash Donation for Cake: 

You will be asked to donate for the cost of the cake ordered from the bakery. 

5.  Cash Donation – per term: 

If you are unable to help out with any of the other roles for tuckshop it would be appreciated if you could 

make a cash donation each term. The amount donated is up to you. 

 

 

Tuckshop Volunteers Needed for 2018 

Thank you to all parents and friends who have volunteered 

over previous years with St Stephen’s tuckshop. Unfortunately, 

we loose a lot of our volunteers at the end of 2017. If you are 

able to help out  in any way please complete the tuckshop 

form and return it to the school by Wednesday 31st January .  

Tuckshop is usually on every Wednesday.  We will confirm the 

starting date of tuckshop as soon as the roster is finalised. 
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Calendar of Events Term 4 2017 
Date Event Commences  

30th November Year 6 Graduation Mass 6pm Lisa/
Michelle 

30th November Year 6 Dinner 7pm in M. Hall Yr 5 Par-
ents and 
Lisa/
Michelle 

1st December End of year Awards celebration 10am All 
  

1st December  Last Day of Term 4    All 

FREE Family Foodies Workshops: 

Looking for something to do with the kids these school holidays? Come along to a free workshop by a nutritionist to learn about 
healthy eating and developing cooking skills together with your family at the Toowoomba Library on Thursday 14 December, 
9:30am to 10:30am.  These fun and interactive workshops focus on learning about energy needs, food choices, establishing 
healthy habits and making a healthy snack together. Everyone who attends receives a free healthy eating booklet.  To book con-
tact Council 131 872 or register online at www.tr.qld.gov.au/change.  

Magical Parks: 

Looking for something fun to do during the school holidays (and all year round)? Get the kids outdoors to play new, free aug-
mented reality games at parks across the Toowoomba region anytime!  Download the free Magical Park App and bring your 
smartphone or tablet to the below Magical Parks locations and discover a digital fantasyland for children and families to ex-
plore.  All Magical Parks activities are free, and no bookings are required. 

 Pittsworth (Bridgman Oval) 

 Southbrook (Bicentennial Park) 

In addition to the games available all the time, a new Christmas game will be available from 1 December 2017 to 7 January 
2018.  For more information about Magical Parks contact Council on 131 872 or www.tr.qld.gov.au/thrive, and you can also 
check out a you tube about the Christmas game:  https://youtu.be/ALTkSkpI93I 

Melinda Covey-Hansen 
Healthy Communities Coordinator 
Parks and Recreation 
Toowoomba Regional Council 
PO Box 3021 Toowoomba QLD 4350 
P 07 4688 6282 E 6282 M 0418 407 093 F 1800 448 882 
melinda.covey@tr.qld.gov.au 
www.tr.qld.gov.au 

 

http://www.tr.qld.gov.au/change
http://www.tr.qld.gov.au/thrive
https://youtu.be/ALTkSkpI93I
mailto:melinda.covey@tr.qld.gov.au
http://www.tr.qld.gov.au/
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2018 
TERM 1 22ND JANUARY-29TH MARCH 

Date Event Comments 

15th—19th  January Pupil Free Days-All School office open 
Monday-Thursday 1-
3pm 
Friday 1:30-3:30pm 

19th January Book Drop off-All classes 2-3pm 

22nd  January First day of Term 1 Year 1-6 
  

  

22nd -24th January Prep staggered start   

25th January All Preps   

25th January Tea & Tissues Morning Tea 
Year 1 parents and P&F to bring a plate 

9am MacKillop hall 

26th January Australia Day Holiday   

7th February Parent Information Night 5pm-7pm 

8th February P&F Meeting 7-8.30pm 

8th February Catholic Schools Swimming Carnival Milne Bay Aquatic Cen-
tre-Toowoomba 

8th February Year of the Youth Mass St Patrick’s Cathedral-
Toowoomba 

9th February Lodge Mass TBC 

11th  February Project Compassion launch @ St Pat-
rick’s Cathedral 

TBC 

13th February Mass Church 9am/TBC 

14th February Ash  Wednesday 
Prayer Prep-3 
Mass-Yrs4-6 
  

  
9am 
12.30pm 

13th-16th February Principals Meeting   

18th February Term 1 School Family Mass 8.30am 

20th February Mass Church 9am/TBC 

21st  February Just Leadership Day St Stephen’s Pro-
gram 

8:45-3pm M. Hall 

23rd  February Opening Leaders Mass 9am 

27th February Mass Church 9am/TBC 

28th February APRE Validation Training Day   

8th March School Board Meeting 
  

5.30-6.30pm 
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8th March P&F Meeting 7pm-School Library 

9th March Lodge Mass 10:30am/TBC 

13th March Church Mass 9am/TBC 

20th March Church Mass 9am/TBC 

21st  March School Photos   

22nd March School Cross Country   

26th March School Family Mass 9am 

27th March Church Mass 9am/TBC 

28th March Holy Week celebration TBC 

29th March Last day of Term 1   

17TH April Term 2 commences   


