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We have had a great start to the school year. Tonight we are holding our an-

nual Parent Information Sessions and Parents and Friends BBQ. The teach-

ing staff are looking forward to meeting with the parent community to discuss 

the teaching and learning programs they have planned for the school year. 

Earlier today I ran the annual volunteer student protection and code of con-

duct induction session with many community members coming along eager 

to sign up for the another year of volunteering at St Stephen’s School. If you 

missed the session this morning, we are offering another session next Tues-

day afternoon 13th February at 2:30pm. Please register with Kym at the front 

office. 

It is often said that it “takes a village to raise a child”. We are very fortunate 

here at St Stephen’s school with the breadth and depth that we have within 

our community. At the beginning of the school year, the staff gathered to cel-

ebrate mass together. Fr Thomas talked about the importance of the TEAM. 

Similarly, we work together as a TEAM, staff, students, parents and volun-

teers from our community. By ourselves we are strong, but when we work 

together to raise the children in our school community to follow in the foot-

steps of Jesus, inspired by Mary MacKillop who “Never say a need without 

doing something about it” we become an unbeatable force. 

As we stand on the edge of the 2018 school year I would like to thank all the 

members of our school community for supporting us in our work. 

God Bless 

Janine  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “We must 
teach more by 
example than 

by word”. 
 

St. Mary of the Cross 
Mackillop  

Term 1 Week 3 Newsletter 

7 T H  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 8  

  Principal’s Message 

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300 683 390 

 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

 Mrs Janine Butlin 

 Mrs Suellen Dennis 

 Mrs Anna Lee 
 
School Councellor 
        
       TBC 
 
 

School Banking 
THURSDAYS–  
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Good Afternoon  

Now that we are into week 3, most may have heard a 
little about me. I thought this to be a good time to fill 
the gaps. 

I am a born and bred Victorian. Yes, the school has 
taken in an invader from the land of AFL and vanilla 
slices (so they say). Please don’t hold that against me. 

After teaching with the PALMS organisation in Samoa, 
I taught in schools in South Australia and around Vic-
toria for 15 years before we travelled around Australia 
in a caravan. On return and after seeing and experi-
encing our vast land, we made the decision to uproot 
and move to Queensland, picking the far northern 
town of Innisfail. We called this town home for nearly 
five years before coming south for a number of rea-
sons including to be closer to our son, completing uni-
versity in Brisbane. 

We look forward to making the Darling Downs our 
home and getting to know the St Stephen’s communi-
ty. 

In the coming weeks there are a number of events to 
take note of. The grade 5/6 class will be attending 
mass on Friday at Beauaraba Lodge at 10.30am. 
Families have been invited to attend the Toowoomba 
Cathedral for the Project Compassion launch on 
Sunday while next Wednesday marks the beginning 
of the Lenten season with the grade 2-6 students at-
tending the Ash Wednesday mass at 12.30 at St. Ste-
phen’s parish while the Prep and Grade 1 class will 
have a liturgy in the afternoon. 

 

 Regards,  

Dennis Wolbers 

Assistant Principal Religion Education 

 

 

 Have you returned the following forms back to the 
school 

 Family particulars update form 

 Transport to and from school form 

 Tuckshop volunteer  form 

 Volunteer form 

 

Swimming

 
Basketball 
Throughout Term 1, students will be provided with 
opportunities to experience and enjoy basketball as 
preparation for lifelong involvement in physical ac-
tivity and sport.  Basketball will also help increase 
student fitness throughout the term, ready for Cross 
Country.  The ‘Playing for Life’ basketball program 
is centred on providing a fun, structured and active 
experience for all participants. On the 15th of Febru-
ary, Pop Dickenson (Basketball Coach) will visit St 
Stephen’s and run a clinic with Years 1-6. Following 
this, children will be invited to sign up for lunchtime 
basketball run by Pop on a Wednesday in our 
Sports Hall.  Please see flyer attached for more in-
formation about this lunchtime sport opportunity. 

Cross Country 
Cross country training will start this term during daily 
fitness and PE lessons. Please ensure children are 
also doing their own training before or after school 
so they are ready for our Cross Country on the 23rd 
of March. 

Sporting Schools - Gymnastics 
Throughout 2017 St Stephen’s accessed generous 
funding from the Australian Government through 
Sporting Schools. This was an initiative that was 
introduced in 2015 to help children foster a lifelong 
interest in sport and to help them get involved in 
their local communities. The program will continue 
to run in 2018 and we have again secured Term 1 
funding. This term the students will participate in a 
Gymnastics Program.  The focus for this program is 
on fundamental movement patterns that help chil-
dren progress into more advanced skills or sports.  
The games and activities will encourage children to 
work with others and build self-esteem. As children 
develop more control of their bodies through funda-
mental movement, more specific activities and skills 
will be introduced. I am sure your children will enjoy 
their sessions this term. 
 
Yours in Sport 
 
Kristy Cameron 

08/02/2018 Catholic Schools Carnival, Milne 

Bay (8:30am sharp) 

09/02/2018 Inner Downs Swimming Trials, 

Pittsworth Aquatic Centre 

                (4pm start – for warmup) 

PE News APRE NEWS 

Return of Forms 
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Year 5/6 have started the year with great excitement and 

enthusiasm.  Thank you to all parents for sending your 

children back refreshed and ready to learn.  We look for-

ward to getting to know everyone throughout 2018. 

Year 6 have been busily adapting to the responsibilities of 

being a leader. They have many extra jobs to attend to 

and have already led the first two assemblies with some 

assistance from their Year 5 friends last week. 

In Maths, we have been focusing on place value of num-

bers to hundreds of thousands, decimal numbers and 

problem solving with the FISH strategy.  Our rolling num-

bers are back in full swing and we are loving our new VE-

GAS move!! 

Questions that can be used at home during problem 

solving are: 

What am I asked to find? 

What information do I already have? 

What strategies and skills do I have? 

How reasonable is my solution? 

In English, we have been focusing on ‘Ideas’ in our read-

ing lessons and discussing how great authors develop 

these ideas by using supporting details.  During our writ-

ing lessons, we have been revising the important features 

of a narrative and exploring ‘Idea Development’ as the 

foundation of our creative stories.  In the coming weeks, 

we will be working on our Pittsworth Show stories.  

In Science, Year 5 are investigating “What’s the Matter”.  

During term 1, they will explore the properties of solids, 

liquids and gases, and plan and conduct an investigation 

of how the properties of materials change with tempera-

ture. 

In Health, students have started a unit called “What am I 

Drinking?.  Students will explore drink that contribute to 

health and wellbeing. Our focus will be on investigating a 

variety of drink options, including soft drinks, energy 

drinks and fruit juice, and the effects they have on the 

body. We will also examine available alternatives to vari-

ous drink options. 

We look forward to seeing you all at Parent Information 

Night tonight!! 

 

 

 

Last Tuesday was the first time the library was 

open at lunchtime for 2018 … and it seemed it was 

the place to be.  41 students flocked to the library to 

participate in a variety of activities.  I’m not sure if it 

was the excitement of visiting the library, the mag-

netic personality of the library staff or the lure of the 

air conditioning (boy was it hot outside!).  Whatever 

the reason, it was wonderful to welcome so many 

children into our lovely library space. 

This week we are focusing on the genre, Australian 

stories; those books about Australia, written by 

Australian authors.  Next week, on 14th February, 

we will be celebrating Library Lovers’ Day in the 

Library. 

Trudi Burgess 

Teacher Librarian. 

Year 5/6 News Year 4/5 News 

Welcome back to a new school year where we 

have welcomed Lizzie to our class. Her bright and 

enthusiastic attitude is a lovely addition to our 

class. 

We have been reviewing and reinforcing classroom 

and school expectations ensuring that we are 

ready to learn and it is great to see lots of enthusi-

asm in this area. 

In the early part of this term we have been focus-

sing on our bookwork and handwriting, ensuring 

that it is neat and legible and all our letters and 

numbers are written correctly.  

It is great to hear the children saying their rolling 

numbers as these are important building blocks for 

other mathematical processes. By making these 

automatic, confidence will grow. Keep it up! 

This week, we will begin our show entries for the 

Pittsworth Show. We will be working hard and do-

ing our best.  

On Wednesday we look forward to seeing many of 

you at the parent information night.  

In Year 4/5 we will strive, strive, strive to do our 

best!  

We will strive, strive, strive ‘til we have success! 

Library News 
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Here are some of the things the students  

got up to in the library 

Parent Helpers 

All Volunteers ae required to complete a short induction pro-

cess  (online  https://www.twb.catholic.edu.au/work-with-us/

volunteers-and-visiting-service-providers/ 

 or next session Tuesday 13th February 2:30pm –

Staffroom 

 Grandparents or community members that would like to 

volunteer are required to have a blue card.  Please con-

tact reception. There is no cost for volunteers to apply 

for a blue card. 

 This includes any parents that wish to attend excursions 

with their child’s class group. 

https://www.twb.catholic.edu.au/work-with-us/volunteers-and-visiting-service-providers/
https://www.twb.catholic.edu.au/work-with-us/volunteers-and-visiting-service-providers/
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AVAILABLE FROM CONDAMINE CLOTHING-PITTSWORTH 

Formal Uniform (Monday, Wednesday & Friday) 

Green check overblouse with action back 

Bottle green skort  

All white ankle socks 

All black leather jogger or all black leather school shoes 

School Hat no cord 

Sports Uniform ( Tuesday & Thursday ) 

Bottle Green skort  

Yellow & green school polo shirt with school name Bottle Green 
“Gliders” Bike Shorts - Cotton/Lycra 

All white ankle socks 

All black leather jogger 

School Hat no cord 

 

GIRLS SUMMER UNIFORM 

Optional: St Stephen’s Catholic School Sunglasses – only available from St Stephen’s School Office - $2 

School Uniform 

It is expected that a correct and neat school uniform be worn at all times.  A school uniform can help instil in chil-
dren a sense of pride and identity with the whole school community.  Please note: 

Children are encouraged to take pride in their own personal appearance.  There must be neatness of uniform, 
shoes cleaned etc.   

School uniforms, including hats, are to be worn by the children when outdoors. 

Hair below collar length is to be tied back 

Ribbons, hair bands, slides, etc, are to be green or gold. 

Jewellery is to be kept to a minimum (eg a wrist watch). Apart from medical reasons, bracelets, necklaces and 
rings should not be worn at school. 

If ears are pierced, one small, plain stud or sleeper per ear may be worn in the lower ear lobe. 

No other facial rings are to be worn. 

No lipstick, nail polish or eye make-up is to be worn. 

Manners should reflect our Christian concern for one another. 
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AVAILABLE FROM CONDAMINE CLOTHING-PITTSWORTH 

 
Formal Uniform (Monday, Wednesday & Friday) 

Green school shirt 

Grey Stubbies shorts 

Grey ankle socks 

All black leather jogger or all black leather school shoes 

School Hat no cord 

 
Sports Uniform ( Tuesday & Thursday) 

Bottle Green Stubbies shorts 

Yellow & green polo shirt with school name  

All white ankle socks 

All black leather jogger 

School Hat no cord 

Long sleeve Polo shirt available also 

 

BOYS SUMMER UNIFORM 

S chool uniform items for sale at the school office-only  

 

LIMITED STOCK ONLY 

 

School Hats 61cm only -$6each 

Netball Visors-$5 each 

Chair Bags-$6 each 

Library Bags-$6each 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2018 
TERM 1 22ND JANUARY-29TH MARCH 

Date Event  

7th February Parent Information Night 5pm-7:15pm 

8th February P&F Meeting 7-8:30pm 

8th February Catholic Schools Swimming Carnival Milne Bay Aquatic Centre-Toowoomba 

9th February Lodge Mass 10.30am- Year 5/6 

11th  February Project Compassion launch  9:00am-St Patrick’s Cathedral, Too-
woomba 

13th February Code of Conduct and Student Protection 
Volunteer Induction 

2:30pm-Staffroom 

14th February Ash  Wednesday 
Mass at church Yrs2-6 
Liturgy Prep-1 
  

  
12:30pm-Church 
2:00pm-School 
  

14th February School Celebration Year 4/5 – 2:30pm in Mackillop Hall 

13th-16th February Principals Meeting  Warwick 

18th February Term 1 School Family Mass 8.30am 

20th February Mass –Year 2 9am-Church 

21st  February Yr 6 Leadership Day  
 

8:45-2:15pm Mackillop Hall 

21st  February School Celebration Year 2-Mackillop Hall 

23rd  February Opening Leaders Mass 9am-Church 

27th February Mass –Year 3 9am-Church 

7th March School Celebration-Mary Mackillop Club 2:30pm -Mackillop Hall 

8th March School Board Meeting-AGM 
  

5.30-6.30pm-Staffroom 

8th March P&F Meeting 7pm-School Library 

9th March Lodge Mass-Year 4/5 10:30am 

13th March Mass-Year 2 
 

9am-Church 
 

13th March School Celebration (Tuesday) NOT 
WEDNESDAY Year 1 

 

20th March Mass-Year 1 9am-Church 

21st  March School Photos 
 

  
 

21st  March School Celebration-Harmony Day 2:30pm 

23rdMarch School Cross Country  Bridgman Oval 

28th March Holy Week celebration 9am-School 

29th March Last day of Term 1   

17TH April Term 2 commences   

 PO Box 285, 
Pittsworth 
QLD 
4356 
Tel: 0746931627 
Fax: 07 46932156 
Email:pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au St Stephen’s Catholic School 
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