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Alan Greenspan, the former head of the United States Federal Reserve Bank, is 

credited with saying: I know you think you understand what you thought I said but 

I’m not sure you realize that what you heard is not what I meant. 

This year we have been focusing improving our use of Learning Intentions and 

Success Criteria both in our planning and teaching. Learning Intentions and Suc-

cess Criteria are displayed and used by our teachers during all of the literacy and 

numeracy lessons in particular. Learning intentions are clear, concise and use stu-

dent friendly, age appropriate language. For example, “We are learning to use cap-

ital letters at the start of every new sentence”. Success Criteria are developed by 

teachers, discussed with students and added to during the lessons. They are spe-

cific descriptions of successful attainment of the learning goals.  

Throughout the school week, I frequently walk into the classrooms to see what 

learning is occurring. I quickly scan the room and read the ‘Learning Intentions’ and 

‘Success Criteria’ displayed on the whiteboards and straight away I know what the 

focus is for the lesson. These walkthroughs have been happening at our school for 

many years and the idea is that when I visit the classrooms, I intentionally don’t 

interrupt the lessons but instead I allow the teachers and students to keep teaching 

and learning. About a week ago, Suellen Dennis attended Lynn Sharratt’s ‘Faces 

to the Data’ Professional Development alongside other leaders from our Light-

house Numeracy Cluster. Lynn Sharratt goes a step further and encourages us to 

ask students five key questions to ascertain whether they are learning, what we 

think they are learning.  

The five questions are:- 

What are you learning? 

How are you doing? 

How do you know? 

How can you improve? 

Where do you go for help? 

It is by asking these questions that you quickly become aware of EXACTLY what 

the children are learning. I highly recommend parents asking their children the 

same five questions at home!  

Being clear about what it is that we are learning may sound simple but sometimes 

as adults we can overcomplicate exactly what it is that we are teaching children, or 

what it is that we want them to learn and what it will take for them to achieve suc-

cess. Giving descriptive feedback along the way and checking into see what is be-

ing learnt by our children is vital if we are passionate about school improvement. 

So next time your child/children come home from school. Take the time to ask 

them the five questions. I look forward to hearing the conversation that follows! 

God Bless, 

Janine 

 

 “We must 
teach more by 
example than 

by word”. 
 

St. Mary of the Cross 
Mackillop  
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  Principal’s Message 

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300 683 390 

 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

 Mrs Janine Butlin 

 Mrs Suellen Dennis 

 Mrs Anna Lee 
 
School Councellor 
        
       Rebecca Holmes 
 
 

School Banking 
THURSDAYS–  
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This fortnight we are presenting awards for students 

who have lived out the Mary MacKillop Value, “Make 

room in your hearts for all” in term 2.  

Mackillop Club celebrated their soup day on Monday 

the 11th of June. We had overwhelming support from 

the community with over 70 orders for soup being 

placed.  Approximately 20 litres of soup was made for 

this day.  Thank you to our MacKillop Club for organiz-

ing this fundraiser and to Katie Hegarty, Simone Porter 

and Carolyn Moore (MacKillop Club mums) who helped 

me make all the soup.  We had many families offer cash 

donations to Rosie’s (even though their children don’t 

eat soup) so I thank you for your kindness – Every dol-

lar makes a difference to the lives of others!! 

The money raised from this day will support the local 

charity Rosie's.  Rosie’s help reach out to the homeless 

- our Friends on the Street.  The MacKillop Club will 

present this money to a representative from Rosie's at 

a prayer celebration next term.  

Mackillop Club has planned a Bullying Awareness Day 

for Dolly's Dream. Dolly has touched the hearts of our 

kind children here at St Stephen's Catholic School.  On 

the 22nd of June all students are asked to wear blue to 

encourage everyone to say, “No Way to Bullying” and 

speak up if we experience or witness it. No money is 

asked for blue dress day, it's purely for awareness and 

to get us talking about the issue. Our classrooms will 

focus on Anti-bullying next week. 

 

MacKillop Club Prayer 
God, thank you for giving us Mary MacKillop 

to be our model and guide. 
We ask that we will be people who: 

make room in our hearts for all, 
who listen for your call and 

who are grateful for all your gifts. 
Help us to do our bit to make the world a 

better place for all to live. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APRE News Grandparent’s Day was a huge success this year 

with record numbers attending our Liturgy and 

our open classrooms.  A special thank you to 

Year 2 and Mrs Witham for your poignant Liturgy 

and amazing (often funny) poems.   

I had warm, fuzzy feelings as I wondered into 

classrooms taking photos and witnessing the 

love these children have for their grandparents.  

Grandparents are such a special part of a child’s 

upbringing and we can never underestimate the 

influence they have on our lives.  Thank you to 

all who attended this special morning!! 

God Bless, 

Kristy Cameron 

Acting APRE 
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We have had an exciting term of music so far. The 

Salaka African group entertained us with an eclectic 

mix of song, dance and musical rhythms. Everyone 

agreed that this was great fun and playing djembes 

(African drums) was fantastic. The children contin-

ued the experience in lessons by practising call and 

response techniques, as well as some dance moves. 

To finish the term, lessons are focusing on opera 

and in particular Hansel and Gretel in preparation 

for the visit next term from Opera Queensland.  

Yesterday twenty-two of our Year 4, 5 and 6 stu-

dents participated in Sing Out 2018. What an amaz-

ing experience! To be part of a choir of more than 

six hundred enthusiastic young singers is truly fan-

tastic. Our students are to be congratulated on their 

participation and the way they conducted them-

selves throughout the day. 

This term in PE, students have been working ex-

tremely hard preparing for the School Athletics 

Carnival. With fantastic enthusiasm, they have 

been developing and improving their skills in a 

variety of throws and running techniques. Being 

a new teacher at the school I would like to say a 

big thank you to all students for showing such a 

high level of respect and sportsmanship – It is so 

great to see!  

Please note you will notice a change in the Ath-

letics Carnival Program. This year we will be 

commencing the carnival with an 800m event 

for 9-12 year olds. However, due to time limits 

we have decided to have a Ball Games carnival 

next term rather than rushing through our 

events. Thank you to all those parents who 

offered to help on the day, it is greatly appreci-

ated. Information of jobs and events will be 

available in the carnival program prior to the 

day. 

 

Thank you, Rachel Cubby 

Music News PE News 
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Upcoming Athletics Dates: 

 

Gore Highway – 20
th
 July, Inner Downs Athletics 7

th
 August 

Children who qualify today in High Jump and in other events at our Athletics Carnival will attend Gore High-

way Athletics on the 20th of July.  Qualifying standards apply for both Inner Downs and DD.  If you would like 

to view these standards for training purposes, please ask. 1500m Trial will take place on 6th of August. Please 

contact school if you would like to nominate your child for this event.  The 1500m event will not be automati-

cally nominated from Gore Highway. 

Sporting Schools – Athletics  

St Stephen’s accessed generous funding from the Australian Government through Sporting Schools again 

this term. This term the students are participating in Athletics Training with Mr Michael Kavney.  The children 

love Mr K returning to our school each year. 

NRL Clinic 

Thank you to Lennie Currie for his organisation of the NRL Clinic at the Pittsworth State School.  All Year 5/6 

students attended and thoroughly enjoyed their day.  Thank you to Macquarie Bank for the kind donation of 

the footballs, Junior Rugby League – Danes for providing each child with a sausage sizzle for lunch and to 

Tony Morris for his facilities.   

Yours in Sport, 

Kristy Cameron 
 

26th June School Athletics Carnival, Bridgman Oval (Helpers needed) 

20th July Gore Highway Athletics 

6th August 1500m Inner Downs Trials 

7th August Inner Downs Athletics 

Sport News 
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Student of the Week– Week 7 

Student of the Week-Week 8 

Eden,Seth, Caryl, Alexis, Lilian, Ellie, Eliza ,Henry 

Charlie, Charlotte, William, Annabelle 
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Technology Issues at School 

This term we have been experiencing  issues with our internet.  This has 

meant from time to time we have been unable to upload messages onto 

the skoolbag app and access information on our data drive. This has been 

quite challenging for us as a school community.  We appreciate your pa-

tience in this matter.   If at anytime you have a query about activities hap-

pening at the school.  Please phone the school for clarification. 
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Secondhand Uniforms 

Secondhand uniforms are available every Wednesday afternoon immediately after school. Please phone 

the school to confirm a time to purchase.  You can also call Kym on 0402 842 462 if you would like to ar-

range another time.  
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2018 Calendar of Events -Term 2 

17th April First day of Term 2   

14th June  School Board Meeting  5:30-7pm 

14th June  P&F Meeting  7pm-School Library  

14th June ICAS-Spelling   

15th June Mass-Year 3-Mass was cancelled  on 

Wednesday 13.06.18 due to Fr Thomas changing the 
time and this Mass will be on Friday for year 3 class at 
9am. 

9am-Chruch 

19th June Mass-Year 4/5 9am-Chruch 

19th -21st 
June 

School Renewal and Im-
provement Procedure 

  

20th June School Celebration –Year 3 2:30pm-M.Hall 

26th June School Athletics * Please 
note the carnival will be held 
on  Tuesday and  not Thurs-
day  28th June .***Please 
note 28th June is a back up 
day if it rains on 26th June. 

9am-Bridgmann Oval 

27th June No Celebration   

29th June End of Term Mass-5/6 9am-Church 

29th June  Last Day of Term 2    3:10pm 

16th July First day of Term 3  

ST STEPHEN’S PARISH  
PITTSWORTH  

RENOVATION APPEAL 
 

The engraved pavers will be installed into the pathways upon entry 
of the grounds of the church to create a “Walk of History”.  The 

profit from the engraved pavers will be used for the restoration of St 
Stephen’s Church Pittsworth.   

If you have any queries regarding the project please contact: 
Lloyd Cronin (07) 4693 1650 or 0428 220 617. 

Offer 1: $70 Single paver 
Offer 2: $140 Double Pavers  

Order forms available at the School  Office 


