Term 3 Week 3 Newsletter
1ST AUGUST 2018
Principal’s Message

“We must
teach more by
example than
by word”.
St. Mary of the Cross
Mackillop

School Banking
THURSDAYS–

Student Protection Resources for Parents:
For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188

Child Safety Services
You can make a report of
voice your concerns-

1300 683 390

SCHOOL STUDENT
PROTECTION CONTACTS

Mrs Janine Butlin
Mrs Suellen Dennis
Mrs Anna Lee

This week is Catholic Education Week across the state of Queensland. The theme this year
is “Discovering New Horizons”. In Queensland there are 304 Catholic Schools, 147,000
students and 19,000 teachers. During World Youth Day in 2016, Pope Francis called on
young people in the church to “Open new horizons for Spreading Joy”. It was fitting that
we started the week with a mass on Monday morning at 9 am. This was followed by a
shared morning tea with students and community members at school. Monday and Tuesday Prep interviews for 2019 were also held.
What a joy it was to interview the future members of our 2019 Prep classes and their parents at the commencement of Catholic Education Week. These young boys and girls will
certainly be “Discovering New Horizons” next year when they commence formal schooling
at St Stephen’s School. The excitement and joy experienced by the delightful young children whom I had the pleasure of interviewing with Mrs McGlashan was evident throughout the day. Many would have been happy to start Prep the very next day. These children
are the future leaders of our school. It is during times like these that we are reminded that
it “takes a village to raise a child”. We all have a part to play and are responsible for nurturing and guiding these children throughout their primary school years. As Pope Francis
said we are to “Open new horizons for Spreading Joy”.
When parents were asked what they hoped for their children during their first year at
school, many replied to be happy and to enjoy coming to school. Ultimately, as parents
that is what we all want for our children for them to be happy and find joy in what they
do. We all have a part to play in the education of our students at St Stephen’s. We are
truly fortunate to have such a wonderful Catholic School and it is our calling as Catholics
to spread this joy. Mrs Suellen Dennis has been a committed employee of Catholic Education for 35 years, through her ministry she has shared her many gifts and talents whether
it be as a classroom teacher, music teacher, Indonesian teacher, Choir teacher or resident
poet. Suellen thank you for spreading joy in our community and lighting the flame of
learning in the hearts of many.
In today’s world we are told that many students will have as many as 18 jobs in their lifetimes and most students will not remain in the same occupation they chose when they left
school/university. How lucky are we to have the experience and knowledge of Suellen
Dennis still shining brightly in our community!
God Bless,
Janine

School Councellor
Rebecca Holmes
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APRE News
Catholic Education Week
29 July – 4 August 2018

Catholic Education Week is upon us this week and our
activities are in full swing.
The theme for this year’s celebrations is: Discovering
New Horizons – Spreading Joy.

Yesterday, we had an early “Spring Clean” for the Needy
in our Local Community. Our families were so kind donating various items to Beauaraba Living Op Shop. A
representative from Beauaraba Lodge will join us next
week at our Prayer Celebration to accept these generous
donations.
Today we all participated in a fun Scavenger Hunt to help
our students learn more about the History and Icons
around our school. The Shoe Shine Service has been operating this week. Our MacKillop Club has led this in the
mornings. It’s been lovely to witness servant leadership
alive in our school. Today we also had representatives
from Rosie’s Toowoomba at our Prayer Celebration. We
presented them with a cheque for $252.30 from our
MacKillop Club’s “Soup Day” last term. Thank you again
for your participation in this day.
God Bless,
Kristy Cameron

St Stephen’s School strives to make a difference in the
lives of those in our schools and in the wider community
by challenging our young people to live out the message
of Jesus and to reach their full potential as compassionate, contributing, life-giving members of society.
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On Monday 30 of July, Year 4/5 led the whole school at
Mass. This was followed by a shared morning tea at the
school. It was lovely to see so many parents join us for
this celebration.

Acting APRE

Year 4/5 News
Term 3 has started with a rush! Already we are into
Week 3 and we have started many of our new units.
For Science and Technology we are using the Stile app
program, which for us this term will be a free trial. This is
an online program which uses a range of interactive tools
for the children to engage with, in order to enhance their
learning. There is also the opportunity to participate in
the hands on experimenting and then upload the results
into the system. So far the children are super excited at
using the program. For Technology, they are looking into
how bridges work and are so strong. They will then be
designing and building a bridge. Our topic for Science will
be looking at Natural Disasters.
With the upcoming visit from the Qld Opera Company,
who will be presenting Hansel and Gretel, our English
unit at the moment is looking at fractured fairy tales.
This is proving to be very interesting. Later in the term,
children will have the opportunity to create their own
fractured fairy tale.
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Year 5/6 News
Year 5/6 have started Term 3 with great enthusiasm.
Last week, our class presented the NAIDOC Week Celebration. They had prepared great biographies about influential Indigenous Women who have made a difference and shared some of their “Spirit Dreaming” poems.
In term 3, students will explore the language features
and structural features of an information text. Students
will plan, draft and publish a variety of information texts
including reports and explanations. Students will be regularly set reading eggs – comprehension and spelling
assignments. So please encourage your children to utilise this wonderful programs.
In Maths, we have been focusing on angles, shapes and
transformations. Throughout the term, students will
learn to explore fractions and decimals, money and financial mathematics and units of measurement including: length, area, volume, capacity and mass. Again,
Mathletics tasks will be regularly set to consolidate and
practise each concept.
With many of our class members preparing for the Sacraments of First Holy Communion and Confirmation, we
will be focusing on the Holy Spirit in our Religion Unit
this term. Please support these candidates by marking
the following dates on your calendars:
Confirmation: Friday 14th Sept at 6pm
First Holy Communion: Sunday 16th Sept at 8:30am

In Science, Year 5/6 are investigating “Natural Disasters”.
Students will use the stile app to focus on natural hazards and disasters. The students then move on to investigating the impact that these disasters have on communities and the environment through a project based inquiry.

Stile app is an online learning tool which allows students to learn and then demonstrate their learning
through a variety of sources – including video clips,
mind maps, youtube clips and various websites just
to name a few! The students have a username and
password so that it can be accessed from home if
need be – jump on and have a look!
Year 5/6 will attend a Lodge Mass next Week on Friday 10th August.

RADII
RADII survey for parents closes on 12th August

PE News
Congratulations and Thank you to all of our athletes who
competed at the Gore Highway Athletics Carnival, in what
I heard were terrible weather conditions. Once again the
students showed great sportsmanship and made our
teachers and school very proud. Chloe Thompson, Ava
Fitzpatrick, Tom Croft, Nicole Robertson, Matt Smith, Ellie
Denning, Charlotte Thomson and Chloe Denning have now
been nominated to compete at the Inner Downs Carnival
in a variety of track and field events. Lastly, another big
thank you to Jodie and Anna for their ongoing time and
effort and staff who helped out on the day.

Student of the Week
Week 2

We are also using Stile app to work through our Technology unit of ‘Recycling Plastic Waste’. The children have
shown a keen interest in our environment and how they
can make a change to take care of it. Our Technology
unit works through the Engineering process of creating
an object out of recycled plastic materials. It’s already
proving very exciting to see what the students are coming up with!
Madie, Beau, Harper Sarah, Emerson, Jessica & Ava
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Shoe Shine in Action – Popular Service – Thank you for
your support teachers, parents and
students.

Thumbs Up for a great cause – Thank you for your
donations!!
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BEFORE SCHOOL BOOK CLUB
COMMENCING TUESDAY 24TH JULY
AT 8:30AM
This term we are trialling opening the library at 8:30 am
on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings for children to come
in early and READ before school.
We are very passionate about Reading at St Stephen’s
would like to invite parents and children to come and
choose a book, sit down and read.
This can be quiet reading, student to student reading or
student to adult. Children simply choose a book and sit
down and read.
Please note it is for reading only, not puzzles,
games or colouring-in or chatting!
Just reading, reading, reading.
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My Life as a Teacher-Suellen Dennis
Born and raised in Adelaide,
I studied hard to become a teacher by trade.
My first appointment was in a place called Mannum
Teaching children who were only just in Grade One.
Four years later and along with a husband
We moved interstate to a small school on the land.
Paul as Principal and teaching four to six,
Me with K-3, it was a great mix.
Though a challenge, we were young and energetic,
It was like Mum and Dad and all the kids, quite frenetic!
After two years we spread our wings some more,
First to Albury and then to Cairns to explore.
Down to Tully, the wettest place around,
Out west to Charleville where the ‘roos abound.
All the while gathering lots of experience,
Updating my knowledge also made good sense.
When finally we came to live in Toowoomba
Our family had grown a little more.
First our son John and then Elizabeth appeared,
Two lovely children in two short years.
It was time for a while to be a stay-at-home Mum,
I played with the children and wondered what they’d become.
A little while later I was teaching again,
Not full time at first, just now and then.
So back out west to a place called Mungindi
We went as a family – Paul, the children and I.
We taught together and had lots of fun,
It flooded occasionally but more often there was sun.
So the move to Walcha was quite a contrast
With snow in the winter we knew we wouldn’t last.
The children were growing and almost through primary,
We needed to settle before they were in secondary.
It was back to Queensland to our home we had bought
To settle down permanently so we thought.
But once again a travellin’ we went
Our times a’movin’ were surely spent.
To an island up north just off Townsville
We went to impart our knowledge and skill.

Secondhand Uniforms
Secondhand uniforms are available every Wednesday afternoon immediately after school. Please phone the school to
confirm a time to purchase. You can also call Kym Norman
on 0402 842 462 if you would like to arrange another time.

While we did just that with great thought and great care,
I think we learnt so much more while we were there.
An amazing experience for us all without doubt,
Those memories are ones that surely stand out!
By now the children were ready to leave primary,
Coming home down south was on the itinerary,
We are settled at last in our wonderful home
No more, I hope, will we decide to roam.
I have now been teaching since 1979,
And have no intention at the moment to resign.
For while I have taught up the coast and out west,
St. Stephen’s at Pittsworth is one of the best.
I love teaching music and Indonesian as well
With everything else it’s really swell.
Although there are times when it’s full of frustration,
More often than not there’s joy and elation.
It’s great to help children who struggle a bit
Their faces light up when they finally ‘get it’!
For now St. Stephen’s is home and I’m happy.
What the future holds next, well….. we’ll see!

Father’s Day
There will be a Pop-Up Shop on Monday 27th August and
Wednesday 29th August in the School Library at lunch time for
children to purchase a gift for their fathers.
On Friday 31st August there will be a Father’s day Breakfast
commencing at 7:30pm for fathers, grandfathers and children.
More information will be included in the next newsletter along
with a note to help with catering for the breakfast.

After School Care
Last week you should have received a note regarding Centracare’s provision of After school care at St Stephen’s School in
Term 4.
A representative from Centacare will be visiting the school on
Thursday 9th August to attend the Parents and Friends
meeting being held in the library at 7pm and Friday the 10th
August at 8:30am in the school library for any follow up questions. You are strongly encouraged to attend either of these
information sessions.

Year 5 & Year 6 Camp 2018
The year 5 and year 6 camp will be held at Tallebudgera from
Monday 26th November until Wednesday 28th November.
Camp fees were sent out in term 2.There will be a parent information meeting held regarding the camp towards the end
of term 3.
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2018 Calendar of Events-Term 3
2nd August
3rd August
6th August
7th August
7th August
8th August
9th August
9th August
10th August
14th August
th

15 August
19th August

Year 4-6 Catholic Schools Netball and
Touch Carnival
Bishop’s in Service Day-Pupil Free Day
1500m Inner Downs Trials
Year 2 Mass
Inner Downs Athletics Carnival
Mary MacKillop Feast Day – Celebration
led by MacKillop Club
Board Meeting
P&F Meeting
Lodge Mass
ICAS-Mathematics
Prep Mass
Year 1 celebration
Family Mass for Term 3

Nell E Robinson
Kearney Springs

9am at Church
O’Quinn Street
2:30pm-M.Hall
5:30pm Library
7pm-Library
Year 5/6

9am at Church
2:30pm-M.Hall
8:30am at Church

20 -24th August Book Week
22nd August

Book Week Dress Up Parade

21 Aug

Year 3 Celebration
Year 1 Mass

2:30pm-M.Hall
9am at Church

28th Aug

Year 3 Mass

9am at Church

31st Aug

Prep Celebration – Father's Day Liturgy

9am in M.Hall

31st August

Father’s Day Breakfast

TBC

st

2nd September Father's Day
3rd September Hansel and Gretel Opera

2pm-M.Hall

4th September Year 5/6 Mass

9am at Church

5th September Year 4/5 Celebration

2:30pm-M.Hall

6th September P&F Meeting

9am Afternoons &
Coffeespoons
Year 2
7

7th September Lodge Mass

7th September

Dance and Groove Disco
Art Show
th
11 September Year 4/5 Mass

6-7.30pm-Sports Hall
6-7:30pm-M.Hall
9am at Church

12th September Year 2 Celebration

2:30pm-M.Hall

14th September Soccer and Oz Tag Gore Highway

14th September Confirmation

6pm-Church

16th September Communion

8:30am-Church

19th September Parent Teacher interviews

M. Hall

** No Assembly op the 19th September 2018**

21st September Last Day of Term 3
8th October

Term 4 Commences
ST STEPHEN’S PARISH PITTSWORTH
RENOVATION APPEAL

The engraved pavers will be installed into the pathways upon entry of the grounds of the
church to create a “Walk of History”. The profit from the engraved pavers will be used for the
restoration of St Stephen’s Church Pittsworth.
If you have any queries regarding the project please contact:
Lloyd Cronin (07) 4693 1650 or 0428 220 617.
Offer 1: $70 Single paver
Offer 2: $140 Double Pavers
Order forms available at the School Office
The closing date has been extended until 31st August 2018. However this is definitely your last
chance to be part of the walk of history.
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