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Last week at our Parents and Friends meeting we discussed the important role volunteers 

play in our school community. When I first started at St Stephen’s School in 2016 I remem-

ber during the first Parents and Friends meeting there was a form sent out by the com-

mittee called ‘Just One Thing’. This note contained a list of all the jobs that parents and 

friends could volunteer for throughout the school year. It was a very long list! Two and a 

half years later, I thank God every day for the wonderful volunteers we have in our St Ste-

phen’s Community. Not a day goes by that at least half a dozen volunteers come into our 

school and work amongst us and complete school-based activities at home. 

We have volunteers that help with tuckshop, banking, reading, building and maintenance, 

washing the sick bay sheets, counting money and collating orders, cooking soups, sausag-

es and cakes, helping supervise on excursions and swimming, selling raffle tickets, catering 

for community events, co-ordinating events such as Graduation and stalls, sewing, 

painting, gardening etc etc etc. The list goes on! To all the volunteers in our school com-

munity I want to say a big THANK YOU.  

However, from time to time we find that there is a slump in the number of people putting 

their hands up to volunteer and the work falls on the shoulders of a few. There can be 

many reasons that volunteering doesn’t fit into our busy lives. However, I would like you 

to consider if there is some small way you can help our school community or you think 

you can help out with ‘Just one thing’ you could either come along to a Parents and 

Friends meeting, contact one of the members of the Parents and Friends executive or con-

tact me to become part of the volunteers of St Stephen’s School.  

The Parents and Friends of St Stephen’s are very passionate about fundraising to provide 

resources for our school. Last Thursday I spoke about the need for an extra bank of iPads 

for our school. Without a donation of almost $15 000 from the Parents and Friends to the 

school, we would not have been able to afford these devices. The teachers were ‘over the 

moon’ when I told them about the generosity of the Parents and Friends. 

A significant school event that the Parents cater for is the end of year Graduation dinner. 

This is a wonderful community event as we gather to say farewell to our amazing year 6 

children. If you think you can help out with this event, please contact the Parents and 

Friends. You know the saying ‘many hands make light work’. 

Enjoy your week. God Bless, 

Janine 

 

 

 “We must 
teach more by 
example than 

by word”. 
 

St. Mary of the Cross 
Mackillop  
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  Principal’s Message 

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300 683 390 

 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

 Mrs Janine Butlin 

 Mrs Suellen Dennis 

 Mrs Anna Lee 
 
School Councellor 
        
       Rebecca Holmes 
 
 

School Banking 
THURSDAYS–  
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Last week we celebrated the feast of St Mary of the 
Cross MacKillop.  Mary didn’t sit around waiting for God 
to do things, or waiting for others to do things, or waiting 
until she felt like it. She wanted to work for God and to 
help people in need.  Mary had great faith and trust in 
God and knew that God would help her in her work. 
Mary was a person of action.  Our MacKillop Club look to 
Mary for inspiration as we become ‘people of action’.  
We live by Mary MacKillop’s  quote, “Never see a need 
without doing something about it”. 

 

 

APRE News These funds will go towards charities  to support farm-
ers.  Zali and Jed Vonhoff have been busy selling oranges 
and have raised $90 so far to further contribute to this 
worth cause.  I commend them both for their efforts – it 
is amazing to see Social Justice in action within our 
school.  Please keep all farmers in our prayers. 

 

Farmer's prayer poem  

As I rise with the dawn, I drink in the morning. 

I taste the goodness of your creation and smell the 

crispness of new beginnings. 

I sense you beside me, my good shepherd watch-

ing over me as I care for the farm. 

I whistle a tune of praise as I go about my work. 

I feel blessed to walk in the long lived rhythms of 

sowing, feeding and reaping. 

Fill me anew today Lord with your Spirit. 

Give me strength and health when I feel tired or 

weary. 

I release my anxious thoughts to you,  

Knowing that you hear my prayer. 

Please bless my farm, my home, my family. 

Please bless the work of my hands. 

Please remind me each morning  

To give thanks to you anew, my Lord and Saviour. 

Amen. 

Please Note:   

 Year 1 Mass was scheduled for 21st August but 

will be postponed due to Book Week Dress up 

Parade next Tuesday. 

 Family Mass is this Sunday 19th of August.  I wel-

come you all to come along at 8:30am to support 

and pray with the 32 candidates preparing for 

their First Holy Communion and Confirmation. 

Many of these children attend our school. 

 Next Monday we welcome Josh Waters 

(Education Officer: Indigenous Support) and 

Winangali Infusion Staff to our school.  Our chil-

dren will learn about the Gamilaraay language 

and how this applies to song, dance, story and 

landscape.  They will also participate in Aborigi-

nal games which incorporate the use of language, 

movement and story.  This is a great opportunity 

and ties well into our Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander (ATSI) perspectives.   

God Bless 

 

Kristy Cameron  

Acting APRE 

During our MacKillop Club celebration, we presented 

our donations to a representative from Beauaraba Liv-

ing Op Shop. Thank you to Kate Hanley who came 

along to our MacKillop Club celebration to accept our 

generous donations.  Kate was overwhelmed with the 

quantity – it over-filled her car!! 

The Shoe Shine Service raised $47. Thank you to the 

teachers, parents and students who supported this.  It 

was great to witness the MacKillop Club serving our 

community for a fantastic cause.  This money will go 

toward the Drought Appeal. 

Week 3 we presented Rosie’s Toowoomba with 

$252.30 from our Soup Day. Thank you to Fay and Jim 

Stein who attended our Prayer Celebration to accept 

this donation on behalf of Rosie’s. 

“Dress like a farmer day” will take place on Wednesday 

29th of August.  If children dress like a farmer on this 

day, they will be asked to donate a gold coin.  Mone-

tary donations will be added to our shoe shine money 

and our sausage sizzle profits.  
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Library News 

Year 2 News 

The excitement is building … our Book Week cele-

brations are now only one week away! 

You will have seen via the Skoolbag App notifi-

cations, that we have had to change the day for 

our Dress-Up parade to Tuesday, 21st August 

due to several of our staff being called away to 

professional learning opportunities on Wednes-

day 22nd. 

Students have been very animated telling me about 

their dress-up ideas, I can’t wait to share the day 

with them.  We will have our dress-up parade at 

9am and include some more Book Week festivities 

during Celebration at 2:30pm. 

Looking forward to a fun-filled week. 

Trudi Burgess 

The whole class has set a goal, that every child 

will learn to tie their own shoe laces by the end 

of the year. It is important for confidence, inde-

pendence and self care that we can all take 

care of our selves and uniforms. Each child can 

ask for an assessment when they are ready to 

show me that they can tie laces. We will cele-

brate the achievement of the goal with a 

‘shoelace party’. 

 

 

 

In Year 2 we are beginning a learning project about 

Australia. We will explore our land and it’s features, 

cultures, special ties to the land and navigate maps, 

learning about the states of our country.  

We will continue to participate in PE activities on 
Tuesday afternoons. We will do Yoga every second 
week and a more active session on odd weeks. 
Students are still welcome to leave yoga mats at 
school. 

We have an exciting investigation in maths in which 
we are exploring how fun games can be useful in 
helping young children develop automatic skills and 
knowledge in maths. So, YES, we really are playing 
some games in maths! But you can ask your child 
what they are learning in the game. Students will 
have to plan, design and make a children’s game 
that helps them to practice maths skills. This work 
will be completed in class; however, you may like to 
talk with them about different types of games, aims, 
rules etc to help them get started. 

Rosie’s donation from Soup 
Day to Fay and Jim Stein 
with  
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This week at St. Stephen’s Primary school, students and 
staff did activities to celebrate Catholic Education Week. 
 
On Monday, St. Stephen’s school went to mass at the 
church. The year 4/5 class led it with Father Thomas. 
 
The Mackillop club did shoe shines to raise money for 
drought on Tuesday and Wednesday.  
 

On Wednesday the year 2 class did the prayer cele-
bration. There was a scavenger hunt that we did in 
class. 
 

On Thursday the year 4, 5 and 6 students went to 

play netball and touch footy in Toowoomba. 

The teachers went to Bishop’s Day to do learning on 

Friday and the students had a day off. 

 

We enjoyed the week at school. Thank for organis-
ing everything Mrs Cameron. 

 
Catholic Education Week 
BY Emily, Katelyn and Charlie 

This week students and staff have activities to cele-
brate Catholic Education Week at St. Stephen’s Pri-
mary school.  
 
The year 4/5 class led a Catholic Education Week 
Mass on Monday with Father Thomas at the church. 
 
Tuesday was good. We had a shoe shine and 
raised money to donate to Drought appeal 
 
On Wednesday Mackillop Club held a Shoe Shine 
and a Scavenger hunt, followed by a year 2 celebra-
tion. 
 
Thursday, the year 4,5,6 students went to a Touch 
and Netball carnival in Toowoomba. 
 
Last week on Friday all the students had a day off 
while the teachers went to a Bishops In-Service day. 
 
The students wish to thank Mrs Cameron for organ-
ising activities on Catholic Education Week. It was 
terrific. 

St. Stephen’s Celebrates Catholic Schools 
By Johnny, Ben , Carter and Logan 

 
This week students and staff at St. Stephen’s Prima-

ry School participated in fun activities to celebrate 

Catholic Education Week. 

 
All students and staff members of the Catholic 

schools have fun on Catholic Education Week with 

brilliant activities. 

 
People at Catholic schools celebrate Catholic Edu-

cation Week this week and have fun. 

 
Farther Thomas led a mass with the year 4/5 class 

at the church on Monday. 

 
 The Mackillop club is raising money for Rosie’s that 

help poor people on the street. 

 
Year 2 is doing a celebration on Wednesday for 

Catholic Education Week. All students got to do a 

scavenger hunt around the school. 

 
Year 4,5,6 students attended a Catholic schools 

Touch and Netball carnival on Thursday. 

Teachers attend Bishops In-service Day on Friday 

while kids had a day off. 

 
Thank you to Mrs Cameron for organizing Catholic 
Education Week for St. Stephens Primary school 
and doing activities with  us. 
 
 

 
This week, we are celebrating Mrs. Dennis. She has 

been teaching in Catholic schools for 35 years. 

 
She studied for 3 years to get a Diploma in Teach-

ing. Then she came back for her 4th year in universi-

ty. It took her 2 years to complete the whole course.                                      

 
Mrs. Dennis enjoys reading lots of books, especially 

Enid Blyton. 

 
She always wanted to be a teacher except for a 

brief time when she thought being a policewomen 

would be cool.  

 
Mrs. Dennis loves all subjects especially Music & 

Indonesian. 

 

Catholics Celebrate Education Week 

Written by: Chaise, Harper, Jacob and Sarah. 

Three Cheers For 35 Years  

BY Eden, Hayley, Henry, Matilda and Skye. 

Year 3 News 



 5 

 

Student of the Week 

Week 3 

Ryan,, Anastasia, Lilian, Charlize, Esme 

Student of the Week 

Week 4 

Thomas, Montana, Henry, Eden, Chloe and Charlotte 

Some of her favourite memories at St. Stephen’s are 

about excursions such as the Q150 steam train ride, 

camping at Emu Gully and the Indonesian Immersion 

day. 

Mrs. Dennis is loved by all and she will continue to be 

a wonderful educator for many years to come. 

 

 

 

This week students and staff celebrated Catholic Edu-

cation Week at St. Stephen’s Primary School. 

The year 4/5 class led mass with Father Thomas on 

Monday at the church. 

The Mackillop club ran a Shoe Shine to donate money 

to St. Vincent De Paul last week on Tuesday and 

Wednesday. 

On Thursday there was a Catholic Schools touch and 

netball carnival. The year 4/5/6 students attend it. 

 While the Teachers attend a Bishops In-Service Day, 

the students had a day off on Friday. 

So on Friday we got a day off, for all our hard work. 

The students and staff are thankful to Mrs Cameron, 

for all her great work. 

If you are thinking of going to another school go to St. 
Stephen’s school, because it is where learning is fun.   

 

Catholic Education Week 

By Oliver and Charlotte 

 Year 5 &  Year 6 Camp 2018 
 

The year 5 and year 6 camp will be held at Tal-
lebudgera from Monday 26th November until 
Wednesday 28th November. Camp fees were 
sent out in term 2.There will be a parent infor-
mation meeting held regarding the camp to-
wards the end of term 3. 
 
More information regarding camp activities can 
be found  at this website http://
education.qld.gov.au/schools/environment/
outdoor/tallebudgera.html 
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On Thursday the 2nd of August the Year 4, 5 and 6 girls went into Toowoomba to compete in the Catholic 

School Netball Carnival at Nell E. Robinson Park.  Unfortunately, it wasn’t our day (St Stephen’s Junior 

Team 2) and we went down in all our games. However, the St Stephen’s School spirit shone through, 

and we all had a terrific time!!  Olivia Sutton 

St Stephen’s Junior Non-Competitive Team 1 also competed at Nell E. Robinson Park during Catholic 

Education Week.  Our team consisted of Keira Quinn, Anna Saal, Indi Cavendish, Maddie Frost, Angela 

Robertson, Charlotte Thompson, Bella Ostwald and Chloe Thompson.  Our team won all 5 games on the 

day.  Everyone played tough and had a great day. Keira Quinn 

St Stephen’s Senior 1 and Senior 2 netball teams both had a successful day.  Senior Team 2 won two 

games and lost two games. While Senior 1 Team won all their games on the day.  Both teams competed 

in the Senior non-competitive comp on the day. All the girls had a fantastic day of netball.  Lottie Ostwald 

and Caitin Gillam 

On the 2nd of August, boys in years 4, 5 and 6 participated in the Catholic School Touch Football Carnival 
at Kearney Springs. Schools we competed against included Our Lady of Lourdes, St Mary’s Warwick, Holy 
Name, St Mary’s College 1 and Our Lady of the Southern Cross College Dalby. Every team showed amaz-
ing sportsmanship and equality. Both St Stephen’s teams were non-competitive yet managed to win all 
games with a tremendous amount of effort. We all had a great time and everyone had fun! 
Emerson Strudwick 

Inner Downs Trials 

Congratulations to the students who competed at the 
Inner Downs Trials last week - Chloe Thompson, Ben 
Bourke, Ellie Denning, Ava Fitzpatrick, Nicole Robertson, 
Jillian Tandy, Matthew Smith , Chloe Denning, 

Best wishes to Ben Bourke, Ava Fitzpatrick, Chloe Thomp-
son, Ellie Denning and Chloe Denning as you progress to 
Darling Downs Trials. 

 

 

Cross Country State Championships 

Congratulations to Chloe Denning and Ava Fitzpatrick  for 
their PB’s at  Cross Country State Championships. Well 
Done !! 

Regards, 

Kristy 
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ST STEPHEN’S PARISH PITTSWORTH  
RENOVATION APPEAL 

 

The engraved pavers will be installed into the pathways upon entry of 
the grounds of the church to create a “Walk of History”.  The profit 
from the engraved pavers will be used for the restoration of St Ste-

phen’s Church Pittsworth.   

If you have any queries regarding the project please contact: 
Lloyd Cronin (07) 4693 1650 or 0428 220 617. 

Offer 1: $70 Single paver 
Offer 2: $140 Double Pavers  

Order forms available at the School  Office 
 

The closing date has been extended until 31st August 2018.  However,  
this is definitely your last chance to be part of the walk of history. 

Secondhand Uniforms 

Secondhand uniforms are available every Wednesday afternoon immediately after school. Please phone the school to con-

firm a time to purchase.  You can also call Kym Norman on 0402 842 462 if you would like to arrange another time.  

Father’s Day 

There will be a Pop-Up Shop on Monday 27th August and Wednesday 29th August in the School Library at lunch time for 
children to purchase a gift for their fathers. 

On Friday 31st August there will be a Father’s day Breakfast commencing at 7:30pm for fathers, grandfathers and children.  

More information will be included in the next newsletter along with a note to help with catering for the breakfast.  
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Thomo’s Pittsworth Meats is getting behind the farmers.  We have always 
prided ourselves on giving our customers the best quality possible and help-
ing out local farmers in our area by purchasing beef, lamb and pork from 
them.  Well, with this crippling drought it doesn’t just hurt the farmer.  So we 
have decided to help the farmers out.  We have teamed up with Hit FM 
and with every kilo of our amazing Beef Sausages ( thick or thin purchased) 
we will be donating $1 to the One Bucket Charity.  Don’t forget we deliver to 
Toowoomba and Westbrook on a Tuesday and Friday morning and also 
west to Millmerran, Inglewood, Nobby, Clifton once a week and of course 
locally everyday.  So come in or ring your order through, feed the kids and 
help the farmers all in one go! 
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BEFORE SCHOOL BOOK CLUB  

 
COMMENCING TUESDAY 24TH JULY  

AT 8:30AM 
 

This term we are trialling opening the library at 8:30 am 
on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings for children to come 

in early and READ before school. 

We are very passionate about Reading at St Stephen’s 
would like to invite parents and children to come and 

choose a book, sit down and read. 

This can be quiet reading, student to student reading or 
student to adult. Children simply choose a book and sit 

down and read.  

Please note it is for reading only, not puzzles,  
games or colouring-in or chatting!  
Just reading, reading, reading. 
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 2018 Calendar of Events-Term 3 

   
19th August Family Mass for Term 3– All Welcome 8:30am at Church 

20 -24th August Book Week  

21st  August Year 3 Celebration ( note date change)  2:30pm-M.Hall 

21st August Year 1 Mass postponed 

Book week dress up parade (note date change) 

 

28th August Year  1 & Year 3 Mass 9am at Church 

29th August  Dress like a Farmer for drought appeal   

31st August Prep Celebration – Father's Day Liturgy 9am in M.Hall 

31st August Father’s Day Breakfast TBC 

2nd September Father's Day   

3rd September Hansel and Gretel Opera 2pm-M.Hall 

4th September Prep & Year 5/6 Mass 9am at Church 

5th September Year 4/5 Celebration 2:30pm-M.Hall 

6th September P&F Meeting 9am Afternoons & 

Coffeespoons 

7th September Lodge Mass Year 2 

7th September Dance and Groove Disco 
Art Show 

6-7.30pm-Sports Hall 
6-7:30pm-M.Hall 

11th September Year 4/5 Mass 9am at Church 

12th September Year 2 Celebration 2:30pm-M.Hall 

14th September Soccer and Oz Tag Gore Highway   

14th September Confirmation 6pm-Church 

16th September Communion 8:30am-Church 

19th September Parent Teacher interviews M. Hall 

** No Assembly op the 19th  September 2018**  

21st September Last Day of Term 3   

8th October  Term 4 Commences  


