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Schools are very busy places of learning. This week in amongst all the learning we are cele-

brating the wonderful gift of fathers. Today, and Monday the parents and friends had a 

pop-up shop for the children to buy their dads a gift. Children shopped with their siblings 

to purchase a gift for their fathers. Thanks to the volunteer mums who organized and op-

erated the stall. We had many happy shoppers. On Friday the fun continues with fathers 

and grandfathers coming along to enjoy breakfast at 7:30am followed by a liturgy orga-

nized by Prep.  

The school days when we have mums, dads, grandparents, other family members and 

friends of the family come along to share in our learning at St Stephen’s are always memo-

rable occasions. As a working parent I know that we can’t make it along to all our child’s 

school events, but if we can try to make it to some of the events our community is all the 

richer for this. 

TIME. Time is the most precious gift that we can give each other. The time that you 

spend with your children will reap enormous benefits and the memories will live on forev-

er. Some of my fondest memories are times that I shared with my family whether that be 

at school or home. A couple of weeks ago I was conducting Prep interviews for 2019. 

Some of our new preppies will be coming from the Pittsworth Kindergarten. I attended 

this Kindy a long time ago, however I still can remember planting the big tree in the mid-

dle of the prep playground with my dad on a working bee many years later.  

Years later, and I am still lucky enough to have my dad and other members of my family 

call into school to do a few jobs for me. Giving the gift of time whether it be spent work-

ing, playing or sharing a meal together is a wonderful gift. I hope on Father’s Day you get 

to spend some time with the special men in your family. For all those wonderful fathers 

who are no longer with us, may we give thanks that we have had them in our lives and 

take time out over the coming week-end to sit and remember them and in doing so hon-

our their spirit. 

God Bless, 

Janine 

 

 

 

 

 

 “We must 
teach more by 
example than 

by word”. 
 

St. Mary of the Cross 
Mackillop  

Term 3 Week 7 Newsletter 
2 9 T H   A U G U S T  2 0 1 8  

  Principal’s Message 

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300 683 390 

 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

 Mrs Janine Butlin 

 Mrs Suellen Dennis 

 Mrs Anna Lee 
 
School Councellor 
        
       Rebecca Holmes 
 
 

School Banking 
THURSDAYS–  

Principal’s Morning Tea 
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Today, our MacKillop Club raised more funds for the drought stricken land holders, graziers and farmers through-

out Queensland.  We had a ‘Dress like a farmer day’ for a gold coin donation.  Thank you again for supporting this 

fundraiser.  Monetary donations will be added to our shoe shine money and our sausage sizzle profits.  Please keep 

all farmers in our prayers. 

Diocesan Feast Day – 1 September 

This Saturday is the Feast Day for our Toowoomba Diocesan Pa-

tron, Mary of the Southern Cross.  The title of Mary of the South-

ern Cross is one that acknowledges that God has ever been 

watching over this Great Southern Land of the Holy Spirit. The 

Southern Cross, a sign of hope, has hung in our sky since be-

fore any person walked this ancient land. Mary was one of the 

few who stood before the Cross of Christ and is therefore well 

qualified to be honoured with the title of Mary of the Southern 

Cross. As a rural diocese the night sky dazzles with a spectacu-

lar view of the stars making the use of the Southern Cross even 

more appropriate. The Southern Cross is also a pointer of di-

rection just as Mary was a pointer to her Son, the Way, at Ca-

na.  Classes will discuss this throughout the week. 

Last Monday we welcomed Josh Waters (Education Officer: Indige-
nous Support) and Winangali Infusion Staff to our school.  Our children learnt about the Gamilaraay language and 
how this applies to song, dance, story and landscape.  
They participated in Aboriginal games which incorpo-
rated the use of language, movement and story.  This 
was a great opportunity for our students and teach-
ers.   

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all the Families who joined us last week-

end for our Family Mass and Presentation of the Chil-

dren for the Sacramental Programs. Please keep these 

children and their families in our prayers as they con-

tinue along their faith journey. 

 

Protecting Children is Everyone’s Business 

Next week is Child Protection Week (2-8 September).  Classes will be exploring the key messages from Daniel Mor-

combe – Child Safety Curriculum to ensure all children stay safe, nurtured and protected.  MacKillop Club will be 

coordinating White Balloon Day – this will be celebrated on 7th of September as an important part of Child Protec-

tion Week. 

 

APRE News 



 3 

 

Please read below a letter of appreciation received from Fay and Jim Stein on behalf of Rosie’s. 

God Bless, 

Kristy Cameron 

Acting APRE 
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We have had so much to celebrate and discuss lately in Prep! In the past Term we have harvested some vegetables from our 

garden and made some beetroot scones with spring onion dip and had Winangali Infusion come to visit and teach us more 

about the Indigenous culture. We have also taken on an underwater theme in our classroom to match the book we are read-

ing ‘Commotion in the Ocean’. Through reading our book we have learnt so much about different sea creatures, including 

facts such as the tentacles on a Lion’s Mane Jellyfish can reach a length of up to approximately 37 metres long! We are cur-

rently reading about the Deep Sea and have already discovered why it is so dark down there and why there are so many crea-

tures scientists still have not yet been discovered – just ask us!  

We are almost ready to harvest some more vegetables in our garden and will be doing some more cooking in the next couple 

of weeks – look out for some treats that may come home!  

So far in English, Year 1 students have learnt a lot about the different types of procedures, their purpose and how to write 

their own. They have worked collaboratively and independently to organise facts about different animals into categories. 

They are beginning to learn how to research facts about minibeasts and collate that information into an information report.  

In Maths, students have been exploring a few new concepts such as growing patterns, collecting data, displaying information 

into a graph and measuring capacity. It was great to see how quickly the students begun to show their understanding of these 

new concepts. They loved using pattern blocks to show their creativity when making growing patterns. 

In HASS, students have enjoyed learning about Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander culture and how they live off the land. The Winangali Infusion 

fitted in perfect with our learning.  

The students are engaging in storyboards, film and the stories from the Old 

Testament as they learn how to plan their design ideas, use the iMovie app 

and learn how God had a presence in the lives of Moses, Adam and Eve, 

Abraham and Noah. We are integrating Design Technologies, Religion and 

Digital Technologies in the unit God’s Creation. 

Science has been a blast as students have been exploring minibeasts in 

their school yard and back yard! This links perfectly with our English unit as 

the students create information reports on the minibeasts they research.  

Prep News 

Year 1 News 
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Student of the Week 

Week 5 

 Fletcher, Milla, Mason, Riley, Winston, Sam 

Student of the Week 

Carter, Abby, Braydan, Matthew, Maddie, Emily 

 
 

Parent Teacher inter-

views for Years Prep to 

6 will be from Tuesday 18th 

to Thursday 20th Septem-

ber. Once again we will be 

using PTO to book inter-

views online. Booking sys-

tem will be open from 

Wednesday 29th August to 

Monday the 10th September 

2018.  Please ensure you 

complete your booking prior 

to the closing date. 

Parent Teacher Interviews 

Congratulations to all the students who sat for the Sci-

ence Asssessment on 29th May. Certificates were hand-

ed out at a recent Celebration. Participation certificates 

were awarded to Clare Croft, Abby Denning, Talitha 

Schultz, Oliver Cameron, Isaac Mahon, Abby Sykes, Jes-

sica Hegarty, Jillian Tandy and Emily Zeller. Merit cer-

tificates were awarded to Indiana Cavendish and Eden 

Burgess. Credit certificates were awarded to Skye 

McEwan and Olivia Sutton with a Distinction awarded 

to Hayley Norman. This is an international Assessment 

and these students are to be commended for their 

efforts.  

ICAS 

Dress like a Farmer for drought appeal 
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Tuesday was our annual Book Week Dress-Up day.  Once again the participation of the staff and students 
was terrific.  We had a great variety of costumes, some dressing up in the Book Week theme, Find your 
Treasure, while others came dressed as their favourite book character.  Our staff this year were a “bunch 
of Wallys” … think “Where’s Wally?”  This idea fitted with the theme perfectly, as it was very difficult to 
find the “real Wally”! 
 

 

We were very fortunate to have Rodney Spain and Megan Puhaka from St Joseph’s College visit 
in the afternoon.  They brought with them, a set of Ozobots and Nau, a humanoid robot.  The 
year 4/5 class had the opportunity to program the Ozobots using lines and colours, and the 5/6 
class had a go at a different type of coding using the iPad app, LightBot hour.  During our Prayer 
Celebration, Nau performed for us telling us the story of the Tortoise and the Hare, listening to 
a story about the students at St Stephen’s and then dancing to the music of Michael Jackson’s 
Thriller … as well as showing us how he is able to get up again, on his own, after a minor tumble. 

Library News…….Book Week 
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The day was a great success, and we wish to thank our guests for visiting us and allowing us to experi-
ence something a little bit different.  Thanks must also go to our parents for assisting the students with 
their fantastic costumes. 
 
Trudi Burgess 
Teacher Librarian. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ava, Chloe and Ellie competing in 1500m DD trials. Ava and Chloe Thompson are 
going to Cairns as part of the DD team for State competition.  
 
                  
          Ben, Chloe and Ava at DD trials  

REMINDER: 

All families please complete the Centacare online 
survey regarding the type of service you would like 
at St Stephen’s After- School Care 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WQNQ5YH  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WQNQ5YH
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ST STEPHEN’S PARISH PITTSWORTH  
RENOVATION APPEAL 

 

The engraved pavers will be installed into the pathways upon entry of the 
grounds of the church to create a “Walk of History”.  The profit from the en-
graved pavers will be used for the restoration of St Stephen’s Church Pitts-

worth.   

If you have any queries regarding the project please contact: 
Lloyd Cronin (07) 4693 1650 or 0428 220 617. 

Offer 1: $70 Single paver 
Offer 2: $140 Double Pavers  

Order forms available at the School  Office 
 

The closing date has been extended until 31st August 2018.  However,  this 
is definitely your last chance to be part of the walk of history. 

Secondhand Uniforms 

Secondhand uniforms are available every Wednesday afternoon immediately after school. Please phone the school to con-

firm a time to purchase.  You can also call Kym Norman on 0402 842 462 if you would like to arrange another time.  

Volunteer Roster for St Stephen’s School 

Tuckshop Order Collection Serving 

Week 8- 5th September Steph Graham-Smith 
Ashley O’Dempsey 

Steph Graham-Smith 
Lisa Gillam 

Week 9-12th September Leah Moore 
Nicole Grahame 

Sharon Hutley 
Karen Manole 

Week 10- 19th September PIZZA DAY 

Banking     

Week 8– 10  Lloyd Cronin 
Belinda Lynam 

  

Sick Bay     

Week 8– 10 Rebecca Moebus   
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Sprints Clean-Up Crew 

The Pittsworth Sprint Committee has offered our Parish $500 towards Church Maintenance for 
our assistance again with the clean up.  We can be Stewards of the Environment by doing our 
bit and be rewarded for it at the same time. 

We need families to come along to help Father Thomas and parishioners in getting some exer-
cise for a good cause.  Bring your gardening gloves and garbage bags or see Michelle Arnold in 
the Show Van to get gloves, rubbish bags and an area to clean. Your assistance will be greatly 
appreciated, Saturday from 4pm and Sunday from 3pm.  In past years we have had St. Ste-
phen's families working and being Parish Community to help clean up the environment.   

See you at the Sprints. 

 

Volunteers Needed  

This year, St Stephens Church are running the 
bar at the Pittsworth Sprints, on Saturday and 
Sunday 1st  and 2nd of September.  If you are 
able to help for an hour or two please ring Leah 
Moore on 0428 931 586 
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BEFORE SCHOOL BOOK CLUB  

 
COMMENCING TUESDAY 24TH JULY  

AT 8:30AM 
 

This term we are trialling opening the library at 8:30 am 
on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings for children to come 

in early and READ before school. 

We are very passionate about Reading at St Stephen’s 
would like to invite parents and children to come and 

choose a book, sit down and read. 

This can be quiet reading, student to student reading or 
student to adult. Children simply choose a book and sit 

down and read.  

Please note it is for reading only, not puzzles,  
games or colouring-in or chatting!  
Just reading, reading, reading. 
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 2018 Calendar of Events-Term 3 

   
31st August Father’s Day Breakfast 7:30am In M.Hall 

31st August Prep Celebration – Father's Day Liturgy 9am in M.Hall 

2nd September Father's Day   

2nd-8th September Child Protection Week  

3rd September Hansel and Gretel Opera 2pm-M.Hall 

4th September Prep & Year 5/6 Mass 9am at Church 

5th September Year 4/5 Celebration 2:30pm-M.Hall 

 6thSeptember P&F Meeting 9am Afternoons & 

Coffeespoons 

7th September White Balloon Day  

7th September Dance and Groove Disco 
 
Art Show 

5:45-7.30pm-Sports Hall 
 
6-7:30pm-M.Hall 

11th September Year 4/5 Mass 9am at Church 

11th September Yr 5 & Yr 6 Camp Meeting 3:15pm in Yr5/6 Room 

12th September Year 2 Celebration 2:30pm-M.Hall 

14th September Lodge Mass-Year 2 10.30am-Lodge 

14th September Pittsworth State School Musical P-3 Excursion Prep-Year 3-Townhall 

14th September Confirmation 7pm-Church 

16th September Communion 8:30am-Church 

18h –20th September Parent Teacher interviews.  

*Please see PTO note for booking  codes 

M. Hall 

21st September Soccer and Oz Tag Gore Highway Bus leaves at 9.30am  to Pitts-

worth Leagues Club.   

Games (10am-2pm) 

** No Assembly on the 19th  September 2018**  

21st September End of Term Mass  

21st September Last Day of Term 3   

8th October  Term 4 Commences  

22nd October CTJ-PUPIL FREE DAY  


