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Last Thursday I attended the Mayoral Achievement awards at Wilsonton State High along-

side Anastazia Bryce and her family. Anastazia was nominated by our school this year for 

her hard work and determination to succeed  during difficult times. In particular, Anastazia 

has had two years growth in reading over the past 8 months. Thirty-one Primary School and 

25 Secondary School students received the awards. At the start of the evening, Cr Paul An-

tonio, Major of the Toowoomba Region and Marcus Jones Principal of Wilsonton State High 

School addressed the audience. 

Both men spoke about ‘Resilience’. Many of the recipients of the awards were children who 

face adversity on a daily basis whether it be a learning disability, personal circumstances or 

a health problem. The stories told about all these children all had a common theme. These 

children have learnt how to play the cards they had been dealt and are winning at the game 

of life. There are too many stories to relay, however there were a few refugees who had 

relocated to our area. Basically, these children have migrated to Australia with their family 

from countries in conflict such as Syria. They arrived at a new school, unable to speak Eng-

lish with no friends. In a short period of time they have learnt our language and our culture 

and on Thursday night stood before adults and children beaming as they received the 

Mayoral Achievement Medal. An acknowledgment of their difficult journey.  

Life can be difficult, and life can be challenging. It is our job as educators and parents to give 

children the tools they require to deal with the challenges. As hard as it may be, we must 

work with children so they are able to deal with difficult situations when they arise. Not 

deal with it for them. We need to build resilience in our children. Teach them how to get 

along with other children and what to do when things don’t go their way. It starts with the 

small things. A long time ago I taught a girl in year 2 who always forgot her library bag. This 

happened every library day.  Finally, after many days of this happening, I told her she would 

have no play at lunch time if it continued to forget to bring her book to school. However, 

her mum didn’t want her to miss out on play, so she regularly would drop the  library bag 

into the school in time for lessons. Consequently, the little girl didn’t miss out on any play 

however, she never learnt to be responsible for her own equipment.  

As we draw towards the end of another year, our year 6 children are preparing to head off 

to secondary school. We need to be preparing them for the challenges they will face. For 

there will be challenges!  

Remember the old saying – ‘Fall seven times, stand up eight.” (Japanese proverb) 

God Bless, 

 

Janine 

 “We must 
teach more by 
example than 

by word”. 
 

St. Mary of the Cross 
Mackillop  
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  Principal’s Message 

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300 683 390 

 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

 Mrs Janine Butlin 

 Mrs Suellen Dennis 

 Mrs Anna Lee 
 
School Councellor 
        
       Rebecca Holmes 
 
 

School Banking 
THURSDAYS–  
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Socktober Fundraiser 

MacKillop Club have organised a Crazy Sock Day to support Catholic Mission. Students are able to wear crazy socks 

and free dress on the 31st of October.  In 2018, Catholic Mission is reaching out to Myanmar by helping to give 

them the gift of education.  They are supporting the construction and renovation of schools to give children better 

access to a quality education. If your child wishes to participate, they will need to bring a gold coin donation. 

 

Dear Loving and Compassionate God,  

Giver of all gifts,  

we pray especially today for the mercy and love You give us.  

Open our hearts and minds to You.  

Give us the grace to accept your mercy.  

As we live each day,  

we pray for those less fortunate,  

especially those who are hurting,  

and whose wounds need to be healed.  

Help us become involved in ways that show them how deeply  

we care.  

Give us the personal courage to listen to their concerns  

and help them find the solutions to which they are  

entitled. 

as Your children and our brothers and sisters. 

Amen. 

Talent Show – MacKillop Club 

 

Entries are in and the talent show is being finalised.  I hope there is plenty of practising going on and I look forward 

to seeing your talent in lunch hours during November.  Dates to be confirmed and parents are welcome to come 

along if they wish to. 

 

Term 4 Family Mass and our Patronal Celebration was a huge success. Thank you to Fr Thomas for leading us in 

Prayer and thank you to all who attended. The children had a fabulous time celebrating our Patron Saint, St Ste-

phen. Thank you also to our supportive staff who gave up their time to be involved in our Parish and School com-

munity on Sunday. We raised $553 for the Parish. 

APRE News 
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Hi everyone, I am the new 5/6 teacher for the remainder of the year.  My name is Mrs Danielle Conway (however I 
prefer Danni).  I am so excited to be working in your beautiful school for the next 9 weeks! 

 Just a little about myself.  I taught a 3/4 class in Cunnamulla last year.  While living in Cunnamulla my husband and 
I fell pregnant with our first child so we made the move back to Toowoomba at the end of last year.  We wel-
comed a baby girl to our family on New Years Day this year.   

After 6 months of being at home I was itching to get back to teaching.  I started back doing a 7 week contract in a 
Year 4 class at St Anthony's school in Toowoomba in Term 3, which led me to here! 

We certainly have a busy term ahead so I'm sure it will be over before we all know it! 

I look forward to working with your children and getting to know you all over the term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Mrs Danni Conway 

Looking Ahead – Save these dates!! 

Day for Daniel – Friday 26th of October – Dress in red to raise awareness of Safety.  Teachers and students 

will be completing their last lessons for the year from the Daniel Morcombe curriculum. Please discuss this at 

home with your child also.  Emergency Mobile App to help with GPS Location, Safety Tips, Note Filing can be 

downloaded:  danielmorcombe.com.au/app 

MacKillop Club will  lead the prayer celebration for the final time this year on the 31st of October.  I hope 

you can come along to our Celebration at 2:30pm to celebrate the successful year it has been. Thank you 

MacKillop Club members for the generous donation of your time this year to benefit others who are less fortu-

nate than we are. 

Whole School Mass for All Saints Day on 1st of November at 9am in the Church.  Year 5/6 children will lead 

this Mass.  All are welcome – All belong!! 

God Bless, 

Kristy Cameron 

APRE News 
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Year 5/6 have started Term 4 with great enthusiasm and excitement.  We are very happy to have Mrs 

Conway join us for our final term.  Last week, our class led the World Mission Day Liturgy to promote 

Catholic Mission and the wonderful work they do.  We are now looking forward to our Crazy Sock Day on 

the 31st of October to raise money to help Myanmar.  During the celebration, Year 5/6 students shared 

some fabulous recyclable inventions that we could all use in our daily lives. These inventions were creat-

ed during their Technology unit. 

In term 4, students will explore the language features and structural features of various poems.  Students 
are excited to be choosing a poem to perform during their Term 4 Oral Presentation.  Students will con-
tinue to be set regular reading eggs – comprehension and spelling assignments, so please encourage your 
children to utilise this wonderful program. 
In Maths, we have been focusing on financial mathematics for the past 2 weeks. I believe we have some 

‘Barefoot Investors’ amongst us while others are quite extravagant.  Throughout the term, students will 

learn to interpret data and complete investigations involving location and direction.  Again, Mathletics 

tasks will be regularly set to consolidate and practise each concept.  When complete, increase your num-

ber fact speed by using Mathletics Live. 

In Science, Year 5/6 are investigating “Fungi”.  Students will use the Stile app to investigate the role of 

micro-organisms.  They will explore how they are used in food production, their role in food decay and 

also how they are used in medicine.  Students will conduct a number of investigations on mould, the role 

of preservatives and fungi and fermentation to further their understanding of these processes and the 

part that micro-organisms play. 

In HASS, Year 5/6 are exploring the different types of Governments.  We are focussing on why countries 

need a system of Government and investigating the structure of local and national Government and their 

roles and responsibilities.  Students will also understand why we have laws and the process of passing a 

bill in Australia. 

Unfortunately, last week we missed our Lodge Mass due to Beauaraba Lodge being in lockdown.  Next 

week, our class will be leading the Whole School Mass on All Saints Day.  Please join us on the 1st of No-

vember at 9am in the Church.   

We are all eagerly awaiting our Year 5/6 camp in November.  Don’t forget to get all camp forms back so 

that final documents can be sent to Gold Coast Recreation Centre. 

Happy Term 4 from Year 5/6, Mrs Cameron and Mrs Conway!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5/6 News 
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Caryl, Brodie, Makayla, Abby, Amelia, Mya 

Student of the Week—Week 1 Term 4 

Student of the Week—Week 2 Term 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gus, Jillian, Matilda, Zali, Luke, Charntay 
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Hearing Health 

On Wednesday 31st October St Stephen’s has engaged the services of an Audiologist to conduct hearing 

assessments here at school. This opportunity allows students to have a full hearing test at a reasonable 

cost and will provide vital information with regards to the hearing health of your child.  

Some parents will have already received an invitation to participate in this program and should have 

returned their forms to the school office with payment. As we would like to make the most of this op-

portunity we are seeking to fill the day with appointments. If you would like your child to have a hear-

ing assessment here at school for a very reasonable cost of $77, please contact the school office and 

express your interest. There are only 20 appointment times available and will be assigned on a ‘first in’ 

basis.   

Four out of five children will experience a middle ear infection at least once. 

Young people are prone to middle ear infections. Pus or fluid builds up in the ear canal behind the ear 
drum, which can cause pain and mild deafness. Sometimes, the ear drum bursts, releasing the fluid 
and making the child feel better. It is important to keep a look out for the following symptoms for 
middle ear infections in your child  

Earache (your child may pull or tug on their ear)  

Headache  
 Fever 

 Discharge from the ear 

 Difficulty hearing, especially in the presence of background noise (your child may say “huh?” or 
“what?” 

Difficulties in sleeping 

Sound doesn't travel well through fluid, so a child with an ear infection may have hearing difficulties. To 

them, normal speech will sound like a whisper, or it may seem like they are underwater. This only lasts as 

long as the infection when treated, and there may be no link to any permanent hearing loss. However, 

constant middle ear infections might delay a young child's speech development, simply because they 

can't hear very well.  

Please make sure that you are vigilant regarding your child’s ear health.  A visit to your local GP or Audiol-

ogist will help maintain healthy ears and healthy children! It is good practice to have a Hearing Test every 

12 months, to ensure that there has been no changes in hearing levels.  

If your child has had a Hearing Test, or a Hearing Screener (usually from the local Hospital’s Audiological 

department), can you please provide a copy of this to your child’s class teacher.   

 

 

 

 

Hearing Health 
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Last Thursday evening Anastazia Bryce was awarded a Mayoral School Achievement 

Award.  She received this award for her outstanding attitude towards learning, always 

putting in her best effort and working to the best of her ability. Congratulations Anastazia! 

 

                       

Mayoral School Achievement Medal 

After School Care 

St Stephen’s offer after school care Monday to Friday 3pm-6pm 

Afternoons will include sports games, craft, cooking, science experiments, board games, puzzles, 
dramatic play, healthy yummy afternoon snack and lots more.  

If you would like any information about joining  our afternoon fun by emailing us at pitts-
worthoshc@bne.centacare.net.au or if you would like to pick up a printed enrolment form these 
can be found at the school admin building or popping in to the sports hall from 2pm each after-
noon.  

 

Brooke Chittenden 

Coordinator Pittsworth OSHC 

St Stephen’s Primary School 

 

M: 0427 891 441  

E: pittsworthoshc@bne.centacare.net.au  

W: www.centacarebrisbane.net.au  

22 Murray Street, Pittsowrth QLD, 4356 

mailto:pittsworthoshc@bne.centacare.net.au
mailto:pittsworthoshc@bne.centacare.net.au
mailto:pittsworthoshc@bne.centacare.net.au
http://www.centacarebrisbane.net.au/
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Year Four-Five News 

Term four has begun with a busy start.  Many students in our class attended the St. Ste-

phen’s Feast Day Celebrations and had a wonderful time.  Thank you to all the teachers 

and Fr. Thomas who made it such a nice celebration.  

We are really enjoying our science unit titled Fungi.  This work is very interesting and is 

one of the chemical sciences.  We are investigating the attributes of many different 

types of fungus; good and bad. 

We are looking forward to swimming lessons beginning next week and are preparing for 

our poetry oral presentations.  We are all excited about the rest of this busy term and all 

that it brings. 

   

                  

   Mrs. Butlin has supplied sunglasses for us  

to protect our eyes from the sun – ‘kool kids wear shades’.  

Remember: Slip, Slop, Slap. 

 

Year 4/5 

School hats For Sale 

School hats for sale. $8-00 each.  (Large size  only - 61cm).   

Sausage Sizzle 

There will be a sausage sizzle on the 7th November.  Notes will be sent home next week. 

NO TUCKSHOP ON 7th NOVEMBER. Please bring your own morning tea. 
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Secondhand uniforms are available every Wednesday afternoon immediately after school. Please phone the 

school to confirm a time to purchase.  You can also call Kym Norman on 0402 842 462 if you would like to arrange 

another time.  There will be several open days for purchasing uniforms towards the end of the term. 

If you have any second hand uniforms that you would like to donate to the school, please drop them into the 

office. 

 

The Toowoomba Catholic Schools Office is investigating the feasibility of a future Instrumental Music programme, 

beginning in Grades 4 and 5, for our diocesan Primary schools in 2020.  This possible scheme would be similar to 

that offered in the state school system, with students taught an instrument in groups during school hours, subsi-

dized for parents by Toowoomba Catholic Schools Office. 

To assist in planning for this process, we invite the parents of grade 2 and 3 students, to complete this short survey 

which is open now: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FR6B2JJ 

This survey should take no longer than five minutes to complete. 

                       

 

 

Secondhand Uniforms 

Instrumental Music Survey 

 

Melbourne Cup Luncheon 
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Nets for Sale 

St. Stephen’s Feast Day Celebrations 

 

Thank you Father Thomas for celebrating Family Mass for us.  It was a very meaningful and prayerful liturgy. The music was 

inspiring and a special mention to Ellie who played for us and to Jilly who sang and led the choir.  Thank you to Mrs Cameron 

for planning our liturgy. 

What a FUN time everyone had!    Miss Barwick and  Mrs Witham created beautiful ‘art on faces’ with their face painting.  We 

had rainbows and clouds, lightening and stars and more.  Thank you for the wonderful creations.      

The year six girls managed the Bottle Stall.  They were kept very busy selling the goodies from the moment everyone walked 

into the hall.  The last few bottles went out at bargain prices and it was a huge success.  Thank you to everyone who brought 

bottles and saleable goods for the stall...it was a hit. 

Thank you to all the families who brought along morning tea.  We all loved the beautiful cakes and delicious food with our 

cuppa.  Thank you to the parishioners and school staff who did the washing and cleaning up. 

The slushies, fairy floss and soft drinks were very popular.  Special thanks to Brendan Cavanagh at Cooks Soft Drinks for the 
use of the slushy machine and the fairy floss which he very kindly donated. 
 
Mrs Cameron had many champion runners in sacks.  The egg and spoon races were also a hit. 
 
Three prizes went to the girls who entered Father Thomas’ decorated bike competition, well done. So lovely to see many of 
our staff members and school families have a little win in the Silver Circle draw. Congratulations to all and sincere thanks for 
sharing the fun and supporting our Parish community for our Feast Day. 

 

 

The school has two free standing soccer nets for sale.  $200 for the two as is ono.  Please see the office for more 

information or if you’d like to inspect them. 
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2018 Calendar of Events-Term 4 

26th October Day for Daniel 
Option to wear red—no charge 

 

26th October World Teacher’s Day  

30th October Year 3 & Year 1 Mass 9am 

29th– 30th  October Swimming Lessons All classes 

31st October MacKillop Club Celebration 2:30pm 

31st October Crazy Socks Day and Free Dress—Gold Coin  
Donation 

 

1st November All Saints Day-Whole school mass  9am 

5-6 November Swimming Lessons All Classes 

6th November Year 4/5 Mass 9:00am 

7th November Prep honouring Remembrance day followed by 
Assembly 

10:45am 

7th November Sausage sizzle—NO TUCKSHOP  

9th November Year 3 Lodge Mass  10:30am 

12-13th November Swimming Lessons All classes 

13th November Prep & Year 5/6 Mass 9am 

14th November Year 4/5 celebration 2:30pm 

19-20 November Swimming Lessons All classes 

20th November Volunteers Morning Tea 10am MacKillop Hall 

20th November 2019 Prep Parent information evening 5:30pm 

20th November P&F Meeting/AGM 
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE 

7pm-School Staff Room 

21st November Year 1 celebration 2:30pm 

22 November School Swimming Carnival Town Pool  

22nd November Board Meeting PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE 
Board Dinner 

5.00pm 
6:00pm 
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26-28th November Year 5/6 Camp Tallebudgera - Gold Coast Recrea-
tion Centre 

27th November Year 2 Mass 9am 

28th November Year 3 Celebration-Advent 
Final Assembly 

2:00pm 

29th November  Christmas Dance and Sausage Sizzle 5:00-7:00pm-School 

4th December Orientation Day P-Yr6 
Transition to High School for Year 6 - PSHS 

  

6th December Year 6 Graduation Mass 6pm-Church 

6th December Year 6 Dinner 7:00pm-M.Hall 

7th December End of Year Awards  10am-M.Hall 

7th December Last Day of Term 4   

Banking   

Term 4 
 

Lloyd Cronin 
Hollie Fitzpatrick (CBA banking 
until 02/11/2018) 

Sick Bay   

Until 09/11/2018 Janelle Ferdinand 

Tuckshop  

31/10/2018 Leah Moore 
Jenny Bourke 

07/11/2018 Kerry Sullivan 
Sausage Sizzle 

14/11/2018 Karen Manole 

  

Rosters 

Garden News 

Congratulations to our Groundsman—Howard Schefe—for his hard work in preparing the school garden and 

grounds.  We received  Highly Commended in the Chronicle Garden competition and Highly Commended in 

the local garden competition. 


