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This week we welcomed our new Administration Assistant to our staff -  Mrs Bobbi Jo Mur-

rell. Bobbi has a background in finances and amongst a few things enjoys a game of polo-

crosse when she can fit it in. Pop into the office and say ‘Hi’ and welcome her to our school. 

This week I join with all the Principal’s of the Diocese at our Leadership Forum. The week 

commenced with a Prayer Service for Reconciliation at St Patrick’s Cathedral. The Presider 

was Most Reverend Robert McGuckin, Bishop of the Catholic Diocese of Toowoomba and 

the Preacher was the Right Reverend Cameron Venables, Assistant Bishop for the Western 

region, Anglican Diocese of Brisbane. Joined together by a common faith in Christ and by 

Baptism, the Anglican and Catholic Churches recognize and appreciate the signs of unity 

that are developing. However, like all relationships they need constant care and growth to 

deepen.  

Right Reverend Cameron Venables spoke to the congregation about how Australia is a mul-

ticultural nation. ‘We are one, but we are many and from all the lands on earth we come’, 

the lyrics penned by Bruce Woodley from the Seekers in the loved song “We are Australian” 

in 1980’s was used by Right Reverend Venables to illustrate the many activities Australians 

come together for. If we want the relationship between the two churches to continue to 

improve and grow, we need to constantly nourish and care for this relationship. We need to 

keep praying for each other through both the calm, and the storm. 

And so it is in our School Community, we come from many different families and traditions. 

However, we are joined by our faith in Christ and common values. The four core values of St 

Mary of the  Cross MacKillop – ‘Make room in your heart for all; Listen to God’s call;  Have 

an attitude of Gratitude; Do your bit’, are woven into our Mackillop club activities and way 

of life at St Stephen’s School. Our strength is our strong community and team work based 

on these values.  

As we march on towards the season of Christmas, sometimes we can become distracted 

and forget these important values and even more importantly forget why we actually cele-

brate Christmas. May we as a School Community, continue to grow stronger through the 

‘calms and storms’ of the end of term 4 and prepare ourselves adequately to welcome Jesus 

into our homes and lives at Christmas time. 

God Bless, 

Janine 

 “We must 
teach more by 
example than 

by word”. 
 

St. Mary of the Cross 
Mackillop  
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  Principal’s Message 

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300 683 390 

 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

 Mrs Janine Butlin 

 Mrs Suellen Dennis 

 Mrs Anna Lee 
 
School Councellor 
        
       Rebecca Holmes 
 
 

School Banking 
THURSDAYS–  
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St Stephen’s School MacKillop Club  

are proud to announce that we raised $151.40 at last Wednesday’s Crazy Sock Day! 

All money raised will be donated to Catholic Missions! 

We thank you for all of your support in making it such a great day! 

 

Talent Show – MacKillop Club 

Our Talent Show, ably led by our MacKillop Club, has kicked off.  We will continue to search for talent during lunch hours in 

November.   

Day for Daniel was a success on Friday the 26th of October – Please continue to discuss this at home with your 

child.  Emergency Mobile App to help with GPS Location, Safety Tips, Note Filing can be downloaded:  danielmor-

combe.com.au/app 

 

MacKillop Club celebrated their final Prayer Celebration for 2018 last week.  This celebration was an opportunity 

for the club to thank everyone in our St Stephen’s community for their continued support in 2018.  2018 has been 

a busy year for MacKillop Club.  We appreciate the wonderful support we have received as we work to raise aware-

ness of various issues and raise money for various charities.  Local, national and international fundraisers have 

been supported by our MacKillop Club this year.  A special thank you needs to go to our very active and special 

Year 6 leaders who have been passionate about this club.  We will miss your input, care and genuine concern for 

those less fortunate in 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

APRE News 
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Sporting News  

Gracious God, 

we know that you are always with us and helping us to live out your Word. May we be inspired by the life of Mary 

MacKillop and strive to be people of action. Help us to be faithful people who place our trust in you. We ask this prayer 

in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

Upcoming Dates to Save 

Advent Celebration led by Year 3 – 29th December at 2pm 

Graduation Mass and Dinner – 6th December at 6pm 

God Bless, 

Kristy Cameron 

Acting APRE 

APRE News 

Chloe Denning competed at the  Kawana 

Triathlon coming 1st for Darling Downs girls. 

We wish her all the best in Hervey Bay in 

March. 

Ava Fitzpatrick and Ellie Denning competed at  Dalby 

Aquathon. Ellie came 8th out of 64 competitors and 

is also heading to Hervey Bay with the DD Team to 

compete. Well done girls and good luck Ellie!  
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What an amazing time we had on Friday afternoon celebrating our independence and abil-

ity to tie our own shoelaces. Year 2 students definitely know how to have a good time! 

Thanks to all the parents for their support in this project and it was heart-warming to see 

the students teaching and helping each other learn. 

Our Science unit about Mixtures and reactions has been great fun and I would like to give 

you all a gold star for the homework task. The class has enjoyed seeing the different mix-

tures that each student has brought in.  

In maths we have been working on making our activities engaging and relevant to real life. 

I have certainly observed a higher level of participation and enthusiasm from the students. 

We are currently learning about position, direction and mapping. Following on from this 

we will be learning geometry skills for the position and movement of shapes. 

Towards the end of the term will we be making connection between our ‘rolling numbers’ 

and multiplication and division. You may start to hear lots of times tables noises at home! 

In English this term we have begun to integrate ‘digital books’ into our reading lessons. It is 

important for students to be literate in reading a book as much as navigating a webpage. 

Last week we participated in an online reading assessment (similar to the plan for NAPLAN 

in the coming years). It was easy to see that our students need more practice using com-

puters in a range of ways.  

Our last learning project for the term will be combining work in History and Religion. We 

will be looking at celebrations such as birthdays and Christmas and how they have 

changed over the years. Your child will need to talk with an older friend or relative about 

this.  

Sadly, our time in Yr. 2 is coming to a close, we will begin assessment and preparations for 

the end of the year in the coming weeks. If you have any questions or concerns, please 

email or come in and say hello.  

Thank you, Mrs Witham and Yr. 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 
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Anna, Ella 

Beau, Logan, Tom, Oliver  

 

Student of the Week—Week 3 Term 4 

Student of the Week—Week 4 Term 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mason, Chloe, Jed  

Abbie, Winston  
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This term, the year three students have been working hard on a few projects. We have 

been studying rules and laws in HASS. Students realised the importance of knowing what 

the rules are so you can “play the game” properly.  

The students have researched and made a slide show about democracy and conducted ex-

periments in science. They have created their own fairy tales and published them on Mi-

crosoft word and have been introduced to the wonderful world of poetry through a fantas-

tic website Poetry4Kids.  

With swimming lessons as well as school testing, the students have been very busy and 

showing that they are ready to move up to the “big school”. All students have improved in 

their reading and are putting a lot of effort into their times tables and problem solving in 

Mathematics.  

I am very proud of how the year 3’s have taken on challenges and persevered in order to 

become better learners.  

Congratulations on a fantastic Year 3! 

 

 

 

 

Prep class presented a very reflective Remembrance Day prayer celebration today.  We 

thank Mr. Peter Sykes for his attendance together with many parents, grandparents and 

friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 

Prep Remembrance Day  
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Hello Everyone! 

My name is Bobbi Murrell and I am the new office administrator at St Stephen’s.  I live in 
Pittsworth with my husband and have been a part of the community for around 5 and a 
half years now.   

Before joining St Stephen’s School I worked in an accounting firm in Toowoomba and also 
have a background working with children.  

Outside of work I enjoy riding my horses and playing Polocrosse, which takes up most of 
my time!  Aside from that I enjoy swimming along with a spot of fishing.  

I am thrilled to become part of the beautiful St Stephen’s School community and cannot 
wait to meet you all.   

 

                       

Welcome to Bobbi Murrell 

After School Care 

St Stephen’s offer after school care Monday to Friday 3pm-6pm 

Afternoons will include sports games, craft, cooking, science experiments, board games, puzzles, 
dramatic play, healthy yummy afternoon snack and lots more.  

If you would like any information about joining  our afternoon fun by emailing us at pitts-
worthoshc@bne.centacare.net.au or if you would like to pick up a printed enrolment form these 
can be found at the school admin building or popping in to the sports hall from 2pm each after-
noon.  

 

Brooke Chittenden 

Coordinator Pittsworth OSHC 

St Stephen’s Primary School 

 

M: 0427 891 441  

E: pittsworthoshc@bne.centacare.net.au  

W: www.centacarebrisbane.net.au  

22 Murray Street, Pittsowrth QLD, 4356 

mailto:pittsworthoshc@bne.centacare.net.au
mailto:pittsworthoshc@bne.centacare.net.au
mailto:pittsworthoshc@bne.centacare.net.au
http://www.centacarebrisbane.net.au/
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Secondhand uniforms are available every Wednesday afternoon immediately after school. Please phone the school 

to confirm a time to purchase.  You can also call Kym Norman on 0402 842 462 if you would like to arrange another 

time.  There will be several open days for purchasing uniforms towards the end of the term. 

If you have any second hand uniforms that you would like to donate to the school, please drop them into the 

office. 

 

The Toowoomba Catholic Schools Office is investigating the feasibility of a future Instrumental Music programme, 

beginning in Grades 4 and 5, for our diocesan Primary schools in 2020.  This possible scheme would be similar to 

that offered in the state school system, with students taught an instrument in groups during school hours, subsi-

dized for parents by Toowoomba Catholic Schools Office. 

To assist in planning for this process, we invite the parents of grade 2 and 3 students, to complete this short survey 

which is open now: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FR6B2JJ 

This survey should take no longer than five minutes to complete. 

Where: Harvest Newlife Church 

When: Friday 6:30pm - 9th November, 23rd November, 7th December (will commence again in term one, 2018) 

Who: grade 6-12 teen boys and girls 

Contact: Pete Garratt, 0429 910 237 or Lyndsay Beattie, 0437 569 333 

Secondhand Uniforms  

Instrumental Music Survey 

School hats For Sale 

School hats for sale. $8-00 each.  (Large size  only - 61cm).   

Roster  

 

Banking   

Term 4 
 

Lloyd Cronin 
Rebekah Moebus  

Sick Bay   

Until 7/12/2018 Belinda Lynam  

Tuckshop  

14/11/2018 Karen Manole 

21/11/2018 Ashley O’Dempsey 

28/11/2018 Melanie Smith  

  

Pittsworth Life Support Youth Group  
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2018 Calendar of Events-Term 4 

9th November Year 3 Lodge Mass  10:30am 

12-13th November Swimming Lessons All classes 

13th November Prep & Year 6 Mass 9am 

14th November Year 4/5 celebration 2:30pm 

19-20 November Swimming Lessons All classes 

20th November Volunteers Morning Tea 10am MacKillop Hall 

20th November 2019 Prep Parent information evening 5:30pm 

20th November Year 3 Mass 9am 

20th November P&F Meeting/AGM 
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE 

7pm-School Staff Room 

21st November Year 1 celebration 2:30pm 

22 November School Swimming Carnival Town Pool  

22nd November Board Meeting PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE 
Board Dinner 

5.00pm 
6:00pm 

26-28th November Year 5/6 Camp Tallebudgera - Gold Coast 
Recreation Centre 

27th November Year 1 & Year 2 Mass 9am 

28th November Year 3 Celebration-Advent 
Final Assembly 

2:00pm 

29th November  Christmas Dance and Sausage Sizzle 5:00-7:00pm-School 

4th December Orientation Day P-Yr6 
Transition to High School for Year 6 - PSHS 

  

6th December Year 6 Graduation Mass 6pm-Church 

6th December Year 6 Dinner 7:00pm-M.Hall 

7th December End of Year Awards  10am-M.Hall 

7th December Last Day of Term 4   


