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As the end of year draws near, there are a number of events happening in our school which 

happen at the same time every year. Yesterday we had the Volunteer’s morning tea. We 

are extremely fortunate as a small school to have a large number of volunteers who give 

freely of their time in a variety of ways. Thank you to all the volunteers who contribute so 

much to help make St Stephen’s School a great school. On Tuesday evening at our Prep 

Information Session we welcomed a lot of new families into our school community. This 

was followed by our Parents and Friends AGM. Once again I listened in amazement to the 

number of items accomplished by our hard working parents and friends throughout the 

year. The Mackillop Club, directed and encouraged by Mrs Cameron, have shown us how a 

bunch of enthusiastic children can work together to put on talent shows, organize soup 

days, raise money for drought-stricken farmers and challenge us to “Speak up” to bullies. 

All of these people are living out the values of Mary MacKillop – ‘Never see a need without 

doing something about it’. For those of us lucky enough to be on the receiving end of the 

generosity shown by volunteers, parents, friends and school students we need to remem-

ber the other value of Mary MacKillop – ‘Have an attitude of gratitude’.  

Maybe I’m getting old, but it appears to me that being gracious is a ‘dying’ art. Many people 

expect events to happen and never stop to say “Thank-you” to the organisers who made it 

happen, or better still, think about paying it forward by helping someone else who needs a 

hand. Very soon it will be the season of Advent. The time when we prepare ourselves spirit-

ually for the birth of Jesus at Christmas. This means so much more than putting up the 

Christmas tree and singing along to some Christmas songs. For me it means taking the time 

to say ‘Thank you’ to those people in our families, workplaces and neighbourhoods. We can 

do this in so many ways. Whether this be via a Christmas card, a morning tea or a phone 

call. While we are thanking all the people in our lives, it is important to take some quiet 

time to offer a prayer and thank God for all that we have received throughout the year.  

Finally, tomorrow is our Swimming Carnival. A BIG THANK YOU to Jodie Ferguson who has 

worked tirelessly organizing the swimming lessons and putting together a program for the 

carnival. Over the past weeks, the children have all made progress with their swimming 

skills and I look forward to watching them compete. I’m sure these skills will be well used 

by the year 5 and 6 children when they head off to camp next week.  

So, as we hurtle towards the end of another school year, where possible take time to stop… 

take a breath … and thank God for all we have here at St Stephen’s School. We are truly 

blessed! 

God Bless, 

Janine 

 “We must 
teach more by 
example than 

by word”. 
 

St. Mary of the Cross 
Mackillop  
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  Principal’s Message 

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300 683 390 

 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

 Mrs Janine Butlin 

 Mrs Suellen Dennis 

 Mrs Anna Lee 
 
School Councellor 
        
       Rebecca Holmes 
 
 

School Banking 
THURSDAYS–  
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Our MacKillop Club are proud of all entrants in the Talent Show.  Thank you for your 

efforts and thank you to those parents who have been available to come along to watch 

and cheer. It has been a lot of FUN for everyone involved!! 

Altar Server Training - Following the Sacraments this year, the candidates were all invited 

to be trained as an Altar Server to assist Fr Thomas during school and weekend Mass. This 

year we have had a wonderful response to the training and would like to introduce you to 

our Altar Servers for next year.  Thank you to the current Year 6 Altar Servers – Chloe Den-

ning, Jillian Tandy, Emily Zeller, Savannah Porter and Jessica Hegarty - you have certainly 

been wonderful during Mass and very reliable helpers for Fr Thomas. 

Upcoming Dates to Save 

PLEASE NOTE: Date change - Advent Celebration led by Year 3 – Friday 30th 

November at 2pm – all classes are involved – Please come and enjoy the 

Christmas Story!! 

Graduation Mass and Dinner – 6th December at 6pm 

End of Year Awards Ceremony – 7th December at 10am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Altar Servers 
Front—Haylie Heinemann, Ellie Denning, Angela Robertson, Ava Fitzpatrick, Keira Quinn, Sophie Heinemann 

Back—Cooper Hutley, Tyson Moore, Charntay Markey, Chloe Thompson, Isaac Mahon, Harrison Porter  

APRE News 
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This term in PE students have explored dance and aerobic choreography with the goal to 

learn, polish and perform a chosen dance routine for an audience. I had many students 

unsure about entering a term of dance and now coming towards the end of the term I 

have students asking to practice during lunchtimes.  

 

The amount of dedication, commitment and consideration of others is fantastic to see. 

Students have been working together, ensuring everyone is comfortable and most im-

portantly having fun throughout our lessons. All classes have been wonderful and I look 

forward to showcasing their hard work. With the swimming carnival coming up – students 

have also been very busy practising the importance of water safety and developing their 

stroke techniques during swimming lessons. 

 

Mrs Cubby 

PE Teacher  

   

PE News 

A Christmas Blessing 

God grant you the light of Christmas, 

which is faith; 

the warmth of Christmas, 

which is purity; 

the righteousness of Christmas, 

which is justice; 

the belief in Christmas, 

which is truth; 

the all of Christmas, 

which is Christ.  

{Wilda English,  n.d.} 

God Bless, 

Kristy Cameron 

Acting APRE 

APRE News 
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Over the past few weeks the Preps have been busy getting their learn on! They have been learn-

ing about push and pull forces in Science, how to make good choices in Religion, narratives in Lit-

eracy, 2D and 3D shapes in Maths as well as Country and Place in HASS.  

The Preps have been doing a fantastic job with their swimming and are eagerly awaiting the arri-

val of the Swimming Carnival on Thursday; it will certainly be a fun filled day!  

On Wednesday the 7th of November we commemorated Remembrance Day, where the Preps 

presented a wonderful Junior School Celebration and presented their thoughts on peace.  

Last week Mrs Norman made a wonderful quiche for the Preps to enjoy with their lunch using the 

vegetables from our wonderful vegetable garden. We will be picking more veggies over the next 

week or so which Parents are welcome to take home.  

Today, we hosted another Junior School Celebration with the Year 1 students. The theme was 

based around Saints as we have been learning about them and how they influence us to make 

good choices in our daily lives.  

 

Prep 

Swimming is an important skill for life.  Our Learn to Swim Program has been successfully run 

over the past 4 weeks allowing each child to participate in 8 lessons in total.  This program has 

offered a small student to teacher ratio to allow for focused attention on each child's skill level. 

Our Learn to Swim teachers are all fully qualified and trained to develop each swimmer on an 

individual basis.   

Swimming programs are very expensive and we are fortunate to have obtained a Sporting 

Schools Grant to cover all instructor costs - a total of $2800.  This has meant that each child is 

offered 8 lessons at a heavily reduced cost.  Thank you for paying $24 per child for entry into the 

pool over the 8 days - this equates to $3 per lesson!!  Our annual swimming carnival costs will be 

covered by Incursion and Excursion funds.  

Happy Swimming!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Stephen’s Swimming Program 



 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Josie, Drew, Charlie, Riley, Shadrack, Harry 

 

Student of the Week—Week 5 Term 4 

Student of the Week—Week 6 Term 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sarah, Chaise, Bella, Braydan, Annabelle, Cooper 
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In Year 1 this term we have been very busy! 

In Math we have revisited some of the concepts that were taught in Semester 1 to consoli-

date our understanding. Some of these concepts include time to the half hour, addition 

and subtraction strategies, rolling numbers and Australian coins. We loved learning about 

time and money! 

In English we have had a strong focus on rhyming and alliteration as we learned about po-

etry. We used Dr. Seuss’ literature to lead our learning experiences, especially with rhyme! 

On Thursday we did our ‘Melting Moments’ science investigation where we made predic-

tions and observations to determine whether a white or milk chocolate chip would melt 

faster. This helped consolidate our understanding on how the state of an object can 

change. 

We have just finished up learning about Mary the Mother of Jesus and have had a great 

time using the Rosary Beads to pray the Hail Mary prayer. 

Swimming has been great fun! We have all progressed so much in our skills from the first 

swimming lesson to the last. We look forward to utilising these skills tomorrow at the 

Swimming Carnival! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1  
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After School Care 

Our first term of after school care has come to an end and what an adventure 

it has been. We have had so much fun. We celebrated Halloween with a won-

derful dress up party, we engaged in cooking experiences, learnt lots of new 

group games and showed off our sporting skills. We danced and looked after the chickens. We became masters 

at board games and skilled at uno. We expressed ourselves creatively with painting, drawing, collage and con-

struction. We enjoyed yummy afternoon teas and getting to know each other.  

It’s not too late for you to join our exciting program in 2019 as we are currently taking enrolments now. Simply 
contact us on 0427 891 441 or email pittsworthoshc@bne.centacare.net.au  
 

Brooke Chittenden 

Coordinator Pittsworth OSHC 

St Stephen’s Primary School 

M: 0427 891 441  

E: pittsworthoshc@bne.centacare.net.au  

W: www.centacarebrisbane.net.au  

22 Murray Street, Pittsworth QLD, 4356 

            

   St Stephen’s School 

      Cordially invites you to our 

  2018 

Christmas Celebrations 
29th November 2018 

5pm-7pm 

In MacKillop Hall 

Children will perform their class dances and songs from 5:15pm 

Please bring a non-perishable item for St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal 

Sausage sizzle prepared by St Stephen's School staff—$2 Each. Order forms need to 
be returned to the school by Friday 23 November 2018 

BYO Drinks 

mailto:pittsworthoshc@bne.centacare.net.au
mailto:pittsworthoshc@bne.centacare.net.au
http://www.centacarebrisbane.net.au/
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A quick reminder that all school fees are now overdue.  If you are having difficulty 

meeting this commitment due to the drought or personal circumstance please contact 

the school and arrange an interview with Janine.  

We are currently looking at our enrolment numbers for 2019. Could you please notify the school via a 

letter if your child will be leaving the school at the end of term 4. This will assist us in our planning for 

next year. 

Also could parents of year 6 children please let us know which school your child will be attending for sec-

ondary school. 

Secondhand uniforms are available every Wednesday afternoon immediately after school. Please phone the school 

to confirm a time to purchase.  You can also call Kym Norman on 0402 842 462 if you would like to arrange another 

time.  There will be several open days for purchasing uniforms towards the end of the term. 

Price List 

Plain Shorts/ Skorts—$2 

Sports Shirts—$5 

Jumpers/Jackets (with logo) - $10 

Formal Shirts  - $5 

New Size 61cm Hats—$5 

New Netball Visors—$5  

If you have any second hand uniforms that you would like to donate to the school, please drop them into the of-

fice. 

School Fees  

Roster   

Banking   

Term 4 
 

Lloyd Cronin 
Rebekah Moebus  

Sick Bay   

Until 7/12/2018 Belinda Lynam  

Tuckshop  

28/11/2018 Melanie Smith 

05/12/2018 NO TUCKSHOP 

  

Secondhand Uniforms 

Secondhand Display Folders  

Enrolments 2019 

Secondhand display folders are available from the school. These folders are in good used condition and are 

free for anyone that would like them.  
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2018 Calendar of Events-Term 4 

22 November School Swimming Carnival Town Pool  - 9am Start  

22nd November Board Meeting PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE 
Board Dinner 

5.30pm—Meeting  
6:30pm—Dinner  

26-28th November Year 5/6 Camp—Departing 7:45am  Tallebudgera - Gold Coast 
Recreation Centre 

27th November Year 1 & Year 2 Mass 9am 

29th November  Christmas Dance and Sausage Sizzle 5:00-7:30pm 

30th November  Year 3 Celebration—Advent Final Assembly  2:00pm  

4th December Orientation Day P-Yr6 
Transition to High School for Year 6 - PSHS 

  

6th December Year 6 Graduation Mass 6pm-Church 

6th December Year 6 Dinner 7:00pm-M.Hall 

7th December End of Year Awards  10am-M.Hall 

7th December Last Day of Term 4   

Principals Morning Tea  
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GREAT MUSIC - FREE BBQ - FREE KIDS ACTIVITIES  

Where: Brookstead Hall  

When: 29th November 2018 - 6:30pm  

Tickets: Adults $15 - under 16’s FREE  

For info or online tickets, visit www.festivalofsmallhalls.com  

Or purchase your tickets at the Brookstead Store  

Free festival bus from Pittsworth - BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL - call 131 872  
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