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As the curtain closes on another school year, I would like to take this opportunity to wish all of 

you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. As a community we have shared another 

wonderful year together. Last Thursday night the children entertained parents and friends with 

their dances and Christmas songs. A big THANK-YOU to the staff of St Stephen’s School who 

served up sausages to the crowds and the school community who supported our Christmas BBQ. 

I am blessed to have such a supportive committed staff who once again this year have stepped in 

any time I have needed them. Kristy Cameron has been a wonderful addition to the leadership 

team stepping in as Acting APRE in term 2. Kristy will step into the shoes of Acting Middle Leader 

next year when Kylie Bach goes on maternity leave. Kristy appears to have an endless supply of 

energy as she steps into different roles around the school including classroom teacher, PE teach-

er and APRE. MacKillop club numbers have swollen in size this year as the pupils in the communi-

ty saw the need to follow the call of St Mary of Cross Mackillop. The Mackillop club have been a 

committed group of children from year 1 – year 6 who have organized events such as soup day to 

raise funds for Rosie’s,  ‘Day for Dolly’ and ‘Dress like a Farmer’ day.   

We wish Kylie and her husband Peter all the best as they await the birth of their baby in January. 

Kylie has done an amazing job as Middle Leader and is a fantastic source of local knowledge due 

to her many years of service as a classroom teacher.  

The School Officers have worked tirelessly around the school working with groups of children to 

assist them in the learning journey particularly in reading. Howard Schefe has once again worked 

his magic with the floral displays in the school grounds even when challenged with the drought! 

The cleaners and lollypop women all join together to ensure the school is always clean and safe.  

Finally, the children of St Stephen’s School. I count my blessings each day that I have the job of 

working with each and every one of you as together we continue to ‘Strive for Success and Cele-

brate our Spirit’ in all we do. There are so many gifted and talented children at our school who 

value the learning opportunities that are offered at school. I know one of the things I am most 

grateful for when I look back on my life is the education I received here at St Stephen’s School 

Pittsworth. To follow in the footsteps of my ancestors, and to be inspired to follow in the foot-

steps of Jesus and his followers like Mary Mackillop so we too can make a difference in this 

world. 

Whatever you do over the coming weeks, may you always take the time to ‘Thank God’ for the 

opportunities you have been given and celebrate with your family and friends at Christmas the 

gift of each other. 

God Bless, 

Janine 

 “We must 
teach more by 
example than 

by word”. 
 

St. Mary of the Cross 
Mackillop  
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  Principal’s Message 

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300 683 390 

 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

 Mrs Janine Butlin 

 Mrs Suellen Dennis 

 Mrs Anna Lee 
 
School Councellor 
        
       Rebecca Holmes 
 
 

School Banking 
THURSDAYS–  

We ask that if you are leaving early to go on holidays, please write a note to your child’s 

teacher.  
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From the APRE 

Our Christmas Concert was a very successful night.  Thank you to all the families who attended and enjoyed them-

selves.  Thank you to Mrs Cubby and the staff for ensuring the dances and songs were enjoyable.  Thank you to the 

wonderful staff who cooked sausages and the year 6 leaders who were very willing to help assist with the serving 

duties. 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Year 3 for leading the school in the Christmas Story retell on Friday.   

Merry Christmas to you all!! I wish you a happy, Holy and blessed Christmas and holiday with your family. I look 

forward to seeing you all back in 2019, well rested for another successful year at St Stephen’s School.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Mary Sullivan who came to accept the many donations and food vouchers from our school communi-
ty on behalf of St Vincent de Paul.  This time of the year is a wonderful time when we stop and 'give' to others who 
are less fortunate than we are.  When we stop, we also need to say 'thank you' for all that we have this Christmas. 

Upcoming Dates to Save 

Graduation Mass and Dinner – 6th December at 6pm at Church, 7pm in Mac Hall 

End of Year Awards Ceremony – 7th December at 10am 

APRE News 



 3 

 

We arrived at camp and got straight into business. Group A 

(Year 5) went off to high ropes and Group B (Year 6) went off 

to team rescue (giant obstacle course) and beach games. 

Next we had dinner and watched a movie. That was the end 

of day 1. Day 1 was a BIG day! 

At the start of 

day 2 we were 

given a choice to either go on a walk, or sleep in (you can 

guess who did what!) After that we commenced activities. 

Group A did beach games and the team rescue while Group 

B did high ropes. Following  lunch there were more activi-

ties, Group A went  body boarding and Group B did archery 

and rock climbing. This was followed by dinner, liturgy and 

a trivia night. Then off to bed.  

At the start of day 3 we had a choice to walk up Burleigh 

Head National Park or, stay and sleep in. The people who 

went on the walk got back just in time for breakfast. After a 

delicious breakfast, we got into the activities. Group A did 

archery and rock climbing. While Group B did body board-

ing.  

Camp was great fun and an awesome way to end Term 4 

2018. 

Chloe Denning & Emily Zeller   

 

Year 5/6 Camp  

 

 

 

 

 

 

God Bless,   

Kristy Cameron 

APRE News 
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Booklists for the 2019 school year were sent home today with your child’s report card. Once again the 

booklist consists of the ‘Mathletics’ App used to support your child’s learning through Mathematics. We 

have also added to the booklist a partial payment of the 2019 Reading Eggs Subscription of $10.00. This 

partial payment will contribute towards the total payment of $24.09 per students for this reading app 

subscription. The school will use profits from sausage sizzles and pizza days to pay for the remainder of 

the subscription.  

Year 4-6 students also have a subscription costing for the STILE App on their booklists. This App is used 

for the teaching of Science and Technology units. The App has been trialled this year and has been a very 

effective resource to support your child’s learning.  

You will notice that Art resources have been removed from the booklists to keep the costs as low as pos-

sible. St Stephen’s School will be funding these resources for the 2019 school year.  

We are looking forward to an engaging and prosperous year of learning in 2019! 

Booklists 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  Above: Age Champions 2018           Above: New Records for 2018 

 

 

 

St Stephen’s Swimming Carnival 
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Charlize, Kaley, Charlize, Olivia, Clare, Emma 

Student of the Week—Week 7 Term 4 

Student of the Week—Week 8 Term 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matthew, Isaac, Anastazia, Lottie, Indi, Eden, Jacob 
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Wow! What a wonderful end to my career as a member of the St Stephen’s Interschool 

Equestrian Team.  I recently represented Queensland at the Australian Interschool 

Equestrian Championships at Werribee in Victoria with 400 Primary & Secondary riders 

from around Australia. My horse and my family travelled 3984 kms and I competed in 

the Primary 65cm Combined Training (Dressage and Showjumping). 

I was ecstatic with my showjumping and dressage rounds and ended up placing 11th in 

Australia and our QLD Primary team was awarded 4th overall.  To compete for my school 

in the sport of my life over the past 2 years has been incredible.  Some highlights have 

been: riding for QLD twice and winning Primary Showjumping Team at Darling Downs 

and State Championships with my sisters Bella & Josie.  I will treasure these opportuni-

ties and experiences forever.   

I would like to thank Mrs Butlin for her support of equestrian as a representative sport 

at St Stephen’s and I wish future St Stephen’s equestrians the best of luck in achieving 

their goals with their horses. 

 

Lottie on Gina  

 

 

 

                

Equestrian Report 
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Booklist items only available from school 
(School Diary, Mathletics, Reading Eggs 
& Stile App (Year4-6) can be paid for 

and collected 

from the school office on 

Tuesday 22nd to Thursday 24th January  
between 1-3pm  

and Friday 25th January   

between 2-3pm. 

EFTPOS is available 

After School Care 

Our first term of after school care has come to an end and what an adventure it 

has been. We have had so much fun. We celebrated Halloween with a wonder-

ful dress up party, we engaged in cooking experiences, learnt lots of new group 

games and showed off our sporting skills. We danced and looked after the chickens. We became masters at board 

games and skilled at uno. We expressed ourselves creatively with painting, drawing, collage and construction. We 

enjoyed yummy afternoon teas and getting to know each other.  

It’s not too late for you to join our exciting program in 2019 as we are currently taking enrolments now. Simply 
contact us on 0427 891 441 or email pittsworthoshc@bne.centacare.net.au  
 

Brooke Chittenden 

Coordinator Pittsworth OSHC 

St Stephen’s Primary School 

M: 0427 891 441  

E: pittsworthoshc@bne.centacare.net.au  

W: www.centacarebrisbane.net.au  

22 Murray Street, Pittsworth QLD, 4356 

mailto:pittsworthoshc@bne.centacare.net.au
mailto:pittsworthoshc@bne.centacare.net.au
http://www.centacarebrisbane.net.au/
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A quick reminder that all school fees are now overdue.  If you are having difficulty meeting this com-

mitment due to the drought or personal circumstance please contact the school and arrange an inter-

view with Janine.  

School Fees  

On Monday 26th November, the year four class visited the Toowoomba City Hall Regional Council cham-

bers.  Deputy Mayor – Councillor Carol Taylor was our gracious host and tour guide for the visit.  Upon our 

arrival, Councillor Taylor showed us her office and invited us to leave our bags there.  She talked to us 

about her primary school years at the Josephite school at Dirranbandi and her love and admiration of Saint 

Mary MacKillop.  She also told us that she often stops in front of our school to look at the mosaic and our 

gardens. We all felt an instant connection.   

 

The purpose of our visit was to finalise our study of Local Government.  Topics and questions discussed by 

the students were elections, waste management and facilities and services provided by the council.  We 

spent some time in the Burstow Chambers where council meetings are held and Councillor Taylor an-

swered our questions and told us some of the history of the ‘set-up’ of council.  At the end of our tour we 

were offered refreshments of juice, fruit, crackers and cheese in the private court yard. 

 

We then moved to the Toowoomba Regional Art Gallery where we viewed a major exhibition recently set 

up, titled Soft Core.  This is artistic recycled and repurposed goods used in pieces of artwork.  We also 

viewed the exhibition by Lionel Lindsay – The Magic Pudding. 

 

We then finished off our excursion with a nice lunch in the shade in Laurel Bank Park before wandering 

through the Scented Gardens. 

 

It was a pleasant way to consolidate our HASS learning for 2018.  

Thank you to Mrs. Porter for attending with us. 

Year 4/5 would like to thank Mrs. Dennis and all the staff for their help this year. 

We wish our friends in year six a safe transition to high school and wish everyone a happy and holy Christ-

mas. 

Year Four & Mrs. Arnold 

 

Year 4 Excursion—Toowoomba Art Gallery & Laurel Bank Park 
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Hi All! My name is Grace Twidale and I am currently studying a Bachelor of Creative Arts majoring in mu-

sic at USQ. I’ve completed up to seventh grade in piano.  Originally from Millmerran, I attended St Jo-

seph’s for Primary School and The Glennie School in Toowoomba for High School. Particularly in the cul-

tural field, I was given so many amazing opportunities during my schooling and only hope to pass these 

on to your children.  

 

From the beginning of this year, I was lucky enough to be given the opportunity to teach over thirty stu-

dents in either piano and guitar at St Joseph’s Primary School in Millmerran. Even only after a year of 

lessons, these students have formed a band with singers, guitars, bass guitar, piano and drums. They 

have successfully performed at Mass, Awards Nights and their own school music concert. I would love 

to give this same opportunity to the students at your school. 

 

If you are interested in your children commencing music lessons next year, please tick and sign below. 

Lessons will be $20 per half hour.   Email completed expression of interest form to: 3twidge@gmail.com 

 

I …………………………. would like my child/children ……………………………. to learn the following instrument: 

Piano 

Guitar 

Signature: ……………………………..    Date: …………………………….. 

 

 

FLUTE, CLARINET OR SAXOPHONE!! 

Give the gift of music to your child!  Instrumental music lessons are available during school time.  If your 

child is in grade 4 or above they can learn any of the wind instruments. Hire of these is available for $50 

per term.  Grade 2 is the starting point for piano.   

 

Lessons are given in small groups of 2 or 3.  Accounts are sent each term with each half hour lesson be-

ing $19.50.  Pick up and return a form at the school office.   

 

Email Chris at yougotbuckleys4@bigpond.com.au for more info. 

Instrumental Music Program— Grace Twidale 

Music Lessons 2019—Chris Buckley 
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Secondhand Uniforms 

Secondhand uniforms will be available on Thursday 24th & Friday 25th January 2019. 
Kym Norman will be available from 1pm-3pm on these days. Please note that second 
hand uniforms are a cash sale only.  

 

Price List 

Plain Shorts/ Skorts—$2 

Sports Shirts—$5 

Jumpers/Jackets (with logo) - $10 

Formal Shirts  - $5 

New Size 61cm Hats—$5 

New Netball Visors—$5  

New Chair Bags—6 ONLY ( 4 Blue & 2 Green ) - $5  

Second Hand Chair Bags 2 ONLY —Good Condition—$2 

 

If you have any second hand uniforms that you would like to donate to the school, 
please drop them into the office. 

 

Secondhand Display Folders  

Secondhand display folders are available from the school. These folders are in good 

used condition and are free for anyone that would like them.  

Enrolments 2019 

We are currently looking at our enrolment numbers for 2019. Could you please notify the school via a 

letter if your child will be leaving the school at the end of term 4. This will assist us in our planning for 

next year. 

Also could parents of year 6 children please let us know which school your child will be attending for 

secondary school. 
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St Stephen’s Pittsworth 2018 

Friday 14th December 

Individual Confession at 5.30pm 

6pm – Second Rite of Penance 

Christmas Eve Mass  

Monday 24th December 

Christmas Carols at 7pm 

Christmas Mass at 7.30pm 

Christmas Day Mass  

Tuesday 25th December at 8am 

Wishing you a Merry Christmas 

St Monica’s Oakey Christmas Vigil Mass at 5.30pm on Monday  
24th December.   
Christmas Day Mass at 8am at Peranga.  
Christmas Day Mass at 7pm at Millmerran 
Christmas Day Mass at 8.30am Cecil Plains  

Thank You Sausage Sizzle 

Come along for a Sausage Sizzle on Sunday 16th December at 6.30pm at the Presbytery at St 
Stephen’s Pittsworth to say Thank you to everyone. For catering please RSVP to Ststephen-
spittsw@gmail.com or phone and leave a message on 46932559. 

mailto:Ststephenspittsw@gmail.com
mailto:Ststephenspittsw@gmail.com
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Please encourage your children to read each day over the holidays.  This is important 

to ensure they don’t regress over the long break.  Reading Eggs Licenses will remain ac-

tive over the holidays so make sure your child has their username and password 

written down somewhere safe.  If you need this again, please ask your child’s class-

room teacher before the holiday break. 
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Roster  

Sick Bay   

Until 7/12/2018 Belinda Lynam  

2018 Calendar of Events-Term 4 
6th December Year 6 Graduation Mass 6pm-Church 

6th December Year 6 Dinner 7:00pm-M.Hall 

7th December End of Year Awards  10am-M.Hall 

7th December Last Day of Term 4   

2019 Important Dates For Your Diary  
22nd- 25th January 
2019 

Pupil Free Days  

25th January 2019 Book Drop off 2-3pm 

28th January 2019 Australia Day Public Holiday  

29th January 2019  First Day of Term 1 Year 1—6 

29th—31st January 

2019 

Prep Staggered Start  Prep  

1st February 2019 Tea & Tissues Morning Tea—MacKillop Hall  9am—Year 1 and P & F  

13th February 2019 Parent Information Evening & Welcome BBQ 5-7pm All Staff and P & F 

14th February 2019 Catholic Schools Swimming Dalby 

15th February 2019 Leader’s Mass Year 6 

22nd February 2019 Year 6 Leadership Day Emu Gully Year 6 

5th March 2019 Shrove Tuesday—Pancake Toss MacKillop Club 

6th March 2019 Ash Wednesday Prayer Celebration—
MacKillop Hall 9am 
Prep Celebration 

P—2 
 
2:30pm Mac Hall 

6th Mach 2019 Ash Wednesday Mass—Church at 12:pm 3-6 

2nd-3rd April  2019 Parent Teacher Interviews  

4th April 2019 Last Day of Term 1  

5th April 2019 Pupil Free Day  

23rd April 2019 First Day of Term 2  

27th June 2019 Last Day of Term 2   

28th June 2019 Pupil Free Day  

15th July 2019 First Day of Term 3  

19th September 2019  Last Day of Term 3  

20th September 2019 Pupil Free Day  

8th October 2019 First Day of Term 4  

6th December 2019 Last Day of Term 4  


