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Welcome back to an exciting year of learning in 2019. A warm welcome to Mrs Fiona Drew 

and her family who have relocated to Pittsworth from Gatton. Fiona Drew is our new APRE, 

year 5 Numeracy and Literacy teacher and PE Teacher for Prep to year 6. She brings with her 

a wealth of experience and is looking forward to meeting members of the local school com-

munity in the coming weeks. 

The staff attended 5 days of Professional Development prior to the commencement of the 

school year. We started  on Friday 18th January celebrating mass with Fr Richard Leonard. Fr 

Leonard grew up in Toowoomba and spoke to staff about the many ways we can see the 

presence of God in our everyday lives. He also spoke about the many challenges that teach-

ers in Catholic schools face and suggested ways we can work together to enhance the Catho-

lic Identity of our school. St Stephen’s school is a part of the Numeracy Lighthouse Project in 

the Diocese. This year we will continue to investigate how we can improve our Numeracy 

outcomes in our school. Throughout the Pupil Free Days  our School Officers received train-

ing in the high yield strategies used in the teaching of reading. 

Over the school holidays we had quite a few projects happening. The ‘old’ year 1 room has 

been extended to incorporate the verandah and is now the year 2 classroom. The Prep and 

Year 2 rooms have been painted during January and the cement paths linking the junior 

school, senior school and Sports Hall have been installed. The covered walkways will be con-

structed in the upcoming weeks. While this work is being completed there will be some are-

as fenced off. Thank you for your patience and co-operation whilst this is happening.  

The Parent Information Sessions are being held on Wednesday 13th February commencing at 

5pm in MacKillop Hall. More information regarding session times is provided in this news-

letter. I look forward to working with you all again this year. We value the help of our many 

volunteers, who assist with tuckshop, reading, sick bed laundry, banking, fundraising and 

handyman jobs. If you can help in any way this year, please complete the form in the news-

letter. All volunteers are required to complete a short student protection and code of con-

duct training session. You can complete these sessions at home or come along to a group 

session on Wednesday 6th February at 8:45am. 

Our great strength at St Stephen’s is our TEAM. Together we can achieve great things. 

God Bless,  

Janine 

 “We must 
teach more by 
example than 

by word”. 
 

St. Mary of the Cross 
Mackillop  

Term 1 Week 1 Newsletter 
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  Principal’s Message 

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300 683 390 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

• Mrs Janine Butlin 

• Mrs Suellen Dennis 

• Mrs Anna Lee 
 
School Councellor 
        
       Rebecca Holmes 
 

Opening School 
Mass  
Father Thomas will 
celebrate Mass with 
the school communi-
ty on 1st February 
9am. All welcome to 
join us for this Eu-
charist Celebration  

Congratulations to Belinda Saal being named Citizen of the Year for striving to make the Pitts-

worth community a better place and to Charlotte Ostwald for being named Junior Sportsper-

son. Belinda has worked tirelessly as both Chairperson of the School Board and Secretary of 

the Parents and Friends association. Thank you, Belinda, for the hours of hard work and dedi-

cation you have put into our school. Lottie has represented St Stephen’s School in interschool 

equestrian events and has competed at local, regional, state and national levels. 

“Change will not come if we wait for some other person or some other time. We 

are the ones we’ve been waiting for. We are the change that we seek.” Barack 

Obama 
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FIONA DREW—APRE 

Hello to the St Stephen’s Community! 

My name is Mrs Fiona Drew and I have joined the school as the Assistant Principal – Re-

ligious Education (APRE). I will also be teaching Physical Education to all classes and Year 

Five Mathematics and English.  

For the last 13 years, I have been working at Our Lady of Good Counsel in Gatton. Over 

the years I have held a number of positions including classroom teacher, PE teacher, Pri-

mary Learning Leader and APRE.  

I have moved to Pittsworth with my husband Craig and 

three children, Gabrielle (Year 4), Jacob (Year 3) and 

Oliver (Prep).  

When I am not working I love to spend time with my 

family at Caloundra, read, scrapbook and play sports. 

In particular, I love to run so I hope to see you at the 

Pittsworth Parkrun sometime soon! 

It has been a wonderful start to the term already and 

we have been made to feel so welcome in Pittsworth. I 

look forward to meeting all the families at school and 

wish you a wonderful year! 

Welcome to the first week of school for 2019! We have had a wonderful start to the 

term already and it was wonderful to see the students settle into class so well. We wel-

come our Prep students and other new students to St Stephens and hope they feel as 

welcomed as I have to the community.  

The staff at St Stephen’s participated in a variety of Professional Development activities 

in the week before school started. We were blessed to have Fr Richard Leonard, a re-

nowned Jesuit Priest, join us on the first day to celebrate mass with the teaching staff 

and parishioners. We then spent the remainder of the day discussing the topic of Catho-

lic Identity in schools and how stories of inspirational people can show our students that 

they too can make a difference in people’s lives.  

We have a very busy term and much of this will be focused on our Year 6 leaders. The 

students were presented with their Leader shirts today  and receive their badges at the 

Leader’s Mass on 15th February.  

FROM THE APRE DESK 
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They will also participate in a Just Leaders Day and a leadership day at Emu Gully to build 

upon the student’s values and ideals as leaders. I look forward to working with this group 

of students throughout the year.  

The Mary MacKillop club will begin their lunchtime meetings next Tuesday. Students are 

invited to join this club as we work together to live out the values of St Mary of the Cross 

Mackillop.  

From the Gospel… Luke 4:14-21 

Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole countryside. He was 

teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him. He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the 

Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 

handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: “The Spirit of the LORD is on me, because he has anointed 

me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the 

blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor." Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the 

attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. He began by saying to them, "Today 

this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing." 

May God guide you gently through the week,  

Fiona Drew – Assistant Principal Religious Education  

New Families Morning Tea 
“ Tea and Tissues” 

 
Morning tea for the new Prep parents and any new parents will be held 
in Mackillop Hall on 1st February  from 9-10am.   
 
Year 1 parents will host this morning tea along 
with the P & F. “Old” parents from the school 
may attend if they wish to welcome new fami-
lies.    
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First Days of 2019 

Prep 

Year 1 
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Sport News 

Inner Downs Trials  

There will be a number of Inner Downs Trials held throughout the term. If you are interested in attending any of 

the trials, please see Mrs Ferguson and she will give you a nomination form closer to the trials. Please note a cer-

tain level of skill is expected of students to attend the trials. Please keep your eye out in the school calendar, 

newsletter and sports notice boards for nomination, trial dates and further information.  

 
 

Inner Downs Swimming Carnival – Friday 8th February 

Please ensure permission forms are returned by 1st February 2019. Good luck to all participants! 

Catholic Schools Swimming Carnival – Thursday 14th February 

Students who were nominated for the Catholic Schools Swimming Carnival received their notes this 

week with their permission slips and events they will be competing in. Please ensure these forms are 

returned to the school by Thursday 7th February. We wish all our students the best of luck at the carni-

val. 

St Stephen’s Cross Country & Athletics 

Dates have been set for the St Stephen’s Cross Country (15th March) and Athletics Carnival (26th March). 

We extend an invitation for parents and friends to join us for these days to cheer on our students! 

Student Sporting Achievements 

Please feel free to send through any photos of students and their sporting achievements if you wish for 

them to be included in the school newsletter.pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au 

SPORT Nominations due Trial date 

Swimming Friday 1st February 8th February 

Softball – Boys & Girls  13th February 

AFL—Boys & Girls  25th February 

Touch Football—Boys & Girls  27th February 

Netball - U11s/U12s  11th March 

Basketball( Boys)  13th March 

Basketball (Girls)  14th March 

Rugby League – U11s/U12s  19th March 

Hockey—Boys & Girls  27th March 

Tennis—Boys & Girls  3rd April 

St Stephen’s will be taking boys & girls to Gala Rugby League days ect throughout the school year. Cur-

rently we do not have any school jerseys. We are proud of our school and would love to be wearing the 

St Stephen’s colours. Therefore we are seeking sponsorship to hopefully purchase a set of jerseys.  ( 1 

set of 20 jerseys is approximately $1000).  

Rugby League Jerseys 

mailto:pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au
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The beginning of the school year is a time to revisit our important procedures that we have in 
place here at St Stephen’s:-  

Communication is an important vehicle      between the family and the school and I  cannot 
stress enough the importance of you reading the fortnightly newsletter and the correspond-
ence sent home from your child’s teacher. These forms of communication are our main 
means of keeping you informed with what is happening around the school. Teachers can be 
contacted via email or by calling the office to make an appointment. As you would be aware, 
teachers are unable to meet with you once the bell has gone as they are responsible for the 
students in their class.  

If you have an issue or a concern, please know that we will try and deal with this    together. If 
you need to discuss a concern with the teacher please take the time to make an appointment 
as the mornings and afternoons can be busy for teachers. It is  also important to know that 
the teacher is the first point of contact in dealing with your concerns. You are always wel-
come to speak with a member of the leadership team after speaking with your child’s teach-
er.  

School begins at 8:45am with morning duty beginning at 8:30am.  The teacher is also re-
quired to mark them absent if they are not present when the roll is called.  We ask that Year 1
-6 wait at the eating tables until the teacher comes on duty. 

In term 1, Preps are to be taken directly to the Prep Area.  Please remain with your child until 
classroom door opens at 8.40am. 

If you are late or need to pick up your child from school early you are required to call into the 
office to sign your child in or out.  

All visitors to the school are required to sign in/out at the office whenever they are in the 
school grounds.  

ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 

Year 1-6 adventure playground, situated near the big sandpit is NOT to be used by children 
under Year 1 at any stage. This is a WPH&S regulation due to the heights of the various equip-
ment parts and will be enforced at all times. Please keep your     children under Year 1 off this 
equipment.  

While we are in the midst of constructing covered walkways, the adventure playground, 
sandpit and playing fields will be out of bounds.   

Medication:-  

From time to time for your child to be administered medication at school. Schools are re-
quired to receive medical authorisation from a prescribing health practitioner (eg. Doctor, 
dentist, optometrist, but NOT a pharmacist) to administer ANY  medication to student, includ-
ing those bought over the counter.  This includes Panadol, Ventolin and Anti-histamines.  
Please make sure that the doctors name is on the label.   A copy of this form can found on our 
school website). All medication will need to be dispensed through the school office.  

 

PROCEDURES AT ST STEPHEN’S 
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Your assistance in ensuring that the school uniform is worn correctly each day is appreciated. 
If for any reason your child is out of uniform, please send a note along to your child’s teacher 
to explain the reason for not being in correct school uniform. Please clearly name all items of 
clothing and property with your child’s name – this will enable us to return lost items to the 
owners. Remember that long hair must be tied back each day, hair ties to be school colours 
only, one set of studs/sleepers and a wrist watch is the only jewellery to be worn and please 
ensure that sports shoes are predominately black (as per our school policy). Please note that 
coloured sandshoes including shoelaces are not part of the uniform policy – do not allow 
your child to wear these coloured shoes as part of their uniform.  

Formal uniform: Years 1-6 Monday, Wednesday, Friday. 

Sports uniform: Years 1-6 Tuesday and Thursday. 

Please note there is a lost property bin (blue) just inside the door near the tuckshop.  

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

1. 2019 Family particular update forms (Sent home today)  

2. Responsible use of ICT agreement Upper Primary & Secondary Students to 

be completed by Year 5&6. Responsible use of ICT agreement Younger Stu-

dents Prep to Year 4 (Sent home 29/01/2019) 

FORMS TO BE COMPLETED  

Important Notice for Volunteers 

Volunteers include parent, grandparents, friends and parish-
ioners. 

If you intend volunteering at St Stephen’s school this year 
we require you to complete a short induction process.  You 
have the option of completing the induction at home or at-
tending a session at the school. 

We will be offering two induction sessions 

Session 1 Wednesday 6th February commencing at 8:45am 

Please register with Bobbi at the front office if you intend 
attending one of these sessions. 

If you would like to complete the induction at home please 
call into the office to pick up the relevant paper work. 

All volunteers need to have completed the first 4 weeks of 
the school year. 

School Office  
The School office will be 
open from 8:30am –4:00pm 
Monday—Thursday, and 
8:00am-3:30pm Fridays. 
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First Days of 2019 

Year 3 

Year 2 
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Year 5/6 

 

Year 4/5 
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School Fees are used for administration costs for the general running of the school, such as 
rates, electricity, telephone, insurance, contract cleaning, security, salaries etc. 

Building Fund Levy is used to finance loan repayments as part of our Master Plan. The on-
going improving and refurbishing of the school environment is a necessary and a mandatory 
part of school life today to enable St Stephen’s to continue to offer quality education in a sup-
portive learning environment. The level of contribution has been set at $130 per annum for 
2018, as we continue to improve and “future-proof” our school in line with up to date learn-
ing and physical environments for our children in the 21st century. 

Excursion and Incursion Levy ($90 per student) provides a budget to engage the many ser-
vices required as part of school life, eg: 

Swimming tuition  

Incursions (programs at school) e.g. Arts Council, Cultural infusions program, Excursions 

Parents and Friends Levy ($120 family) covers: 

Playground upkeep/ projects 

Library projects 

Reading books 

Technology resources 

Support school’s strategic plan  

Accounts are sent home quarterly, once per term of the school year.   

 
School Fees will be sent home within the next week.  The school offers several ways to pay 
your School Fees: EFT and BPay (Details will be on the statement) and Direct Debit. If you 
choose this the Direct Debit option the following Direct Debit form will need to be completed 
and handed back to the office for processing.  
 
 

School Fees  

Tuition Fees 2019 

       

  Tuition Fees  
Incursion/
Excursion  Building Levy P&F Levy TCSO Levy 2019 

One Child $1,056.00 $90.00 $140.00 $120.00 $14.00 $1,420.00 

Two Children $1,920.00 $180.00 $150.00 $120.00 $27.00 $2,397.00 

Three Children $2,660.00 $270.00 $160.00 $120.00 $40.00 $3,250.00 

Four or more $2,660.00 $360.00 $170.00 $120.00 $54.00 $3,364.00 
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Secondhand Uniforms 

Secondhand uniforms will be available on ___________. Kym Norman will be available 
from 3pm on this day. Please note that second hand uniforms are a cash sale only.  

Price List 

Plain Shorts/ Skorts—$2 

Sports Shirts—$5 

Jumpers/Jackets (with logo) - $10 

Formal Shirts  - $5 

New Size 61cm Hats—$5 

New Netball Visors—$5  

New Chair Bags—6 ONLY ( 4 Blue & 2 Green ) - $5  

Second Hand Chair Bags 2 ONLY —Good Condition—$2 

If you have any second hand uniforms that you would like to donate to the school, please 
drop them into the office. 

SKOOLBAG APP 

St Stephen’s School uses the skoolbag app to communicate more effectively with our 

school community. This app is a fantastic way for schools  to 

communicate with parents .  It will contain school news-

letters, events, school notices, parent sick note forms and 

much more.   

We are inviting parents to install our Skoolbag App. To install it, just look for our school 

name St Stephen's Catholic Primary School Pittsworth in the Apple App  or Google Play 

Store, and install it on your mobile.  

Instructions as follows: 

• Click the “App Store” icon on your  Apple or Android  device 

• Type your school name in the search 

• You will see your school appear. Click “Get” then “install. 

• The app is FREE to download. 

• When installed  click “Open” 

• Select “OK” to receive push notifications, when asked. 

• Click the “More” button on the bottom right of the App  
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Music Lessons 2019—Chris Buckley 

FLUTE, CLARINET OR SAXOPHONE!! 

Give the gift of music to your child!  Instrumental music lessons are available during school time.  If 

your child is in grade 4 or above they can learn any of the wind instruments. Hire of these is availa-

ble for $50 per term.  Grade 2 is the starting point for piano.   

Lessons are given in small groups of 2 or 3.  Accounts are sent each term with each half hour lesson 

being $19.50.  Pick up and return a form at the school office.   

Email Chris at yougotbuckleys4@bigpond.com.au for more info. 

Instrumental Music Program— Grace Twidale 

Hi All! My name is Grace Twidale and I am currently studying a Bachelor of Creative Arts majoring in mu-

sic at USQ. I’ve completed up to seventh grade in piano.  Originally from Millmerran, I attended St Jo-

seph’s for Primary School and The Glennie School in Toowoomba for High School.  

If you are interested in your children commencing music lessons next year, please tick and sign below. 

Lessons will be $20 per half hour.   Email completed expression of interest form to: 3twidge@gmail.com 

 

I …………………………. would like my child/children ……………………………. to learn the following instrument: 

Piano 

Guitar 

Signature: ……………………………..    Date: …………………………….. 

 

Parent Information Night 

Parent Teacher Information Night will be held on Wednesday 13th February. The evening 

will commence at 5pm in MacKillop Hall where the leadership team will present the stra-

tegic plan for 2019 and introduce staff.  

The Parent & Friends Association are providing a BBQ and refreshments from 5:30pm  un-

til 6:00pm in the Tuckshop area.  

Please note the Library will be open for supervision of students from 6:00pm. If students 

are not in the library they must be with their parents during the information sessions. 

Please note—Due to Workplace Health and Safety Regulations,  all play areas will be out 

of bounds on the evening. We appreciate your help with this matter. 

All sessions will take place in relevant classrooms. At these meetings you will have the op-

portunity to meet with your child’s teacher and learn about the curriculum, classroom 

timetables and teacher expectations for 2019. We look forward to seeing your there. 
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TRANSPORT TO AND FROM SCHOOL 

For the security of your child it is important for us to understand the method in which your 

child arrives and departs from School . Could you please cut out this form and send it back 

to the school office.  

Bus , please complete below Car Walk/Bike 

Brookstead Bus—S118 Southbrook Bus—P124 

Little Porter’s—P809 (Kincora) 

Arnold’s Bus—P139  (Broxburn, Felton, Balgownie) Linthorpe Bus—P624 (Stonleigh) 

Porter’s  - P819 (Irongate)  

Please indicate days traveling on the bus  

Monday Thursday 

Wednesday 

Friday Tuesday 

Student Name/s:___________________    ______________________________    ___________________________________  

Parents Name:___________________________________               Parent Signature:_________________________________ 

 

Volunteers Needed 

There are opportunities for volunteers in the school for the following 

activities: 

 

School Banking:  

 

Sick Bay Laundry: 

  

Tuckshop:  

 

Name:________________________________________________ 
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NEWSLETTER PREFERENCE 

Our Newsletter is distributed fortnightly on Wednesday afternoon. We are endeavouring to cut 

down on the amount of paper we use. Please complete the newsletter preference form and return 

to school by Monday 4th February.  

A. I require a hard copy of the newsletter.   

Yes/No 

B. I prefer to have my newsletter emailed.   

Email address to be provide  ____________________________________ 

C. I will use the Skoolbag app.   

Yes/No 

 

TUCKSHOP  HELP  2019 

 

NAME: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:  ________________________________________________________________ 

I would like to help by: ___________________________________________________________ 

On same day as:   _______________________________________________________________ 

1. Collating Orders: _____________________________________________________________ 

2. Serving:  ___________________________________________________________________ 

3. Cash Donation : _________________________________________________ 

Any suggestions/comments to further improve our tuckshop?: ___________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

TUCKSHOP VOLUNTEERS  

Thank you to the friends and family that volunteered in 2018 with the 

Tuckshop.  

Tuckshop commences next Wednesday 6th February. Leah Moore is the tuckshop convey-

or. If you are able to help out in the tuckshop please complete the form  below or phone 

Leah Moor on 0428931586.  
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Tuckshop Roster  

6th February  Anita Farrell 

13th February  Sharon Denning  

From the Middle Leader  

Learning to Read at Home with Reading Eggs 

Learning to read is one of the most important skills your child will learn.  
ABC Reading Eggs helps parents and home educa-
tors support their child’s reading journey from the 
very beginning, and grows with them at their own 
pace. 
And the best part is that children love it. The pro-
gram makes learning to read fun and highly moti-
vating for children aged 2 to 13 years – nurturing a 
lifelong love of reading, straight from the family 
home. 
ABC Reading Eggs is based on solid scientific research and focuses around 
the five essential keys to reading success – phonics, phonemic awareness, 
vocabulary, comprehension and fluency.  
 

Mathletics 

Mathletics is the world’s leading online numeracy resource, helping students 
to love learning and achieve greater results through engaging content that 
perfectly matches their school curriculum.  At St Stephen’s School, we be-
lieve it is important for the whole family to be a part of the learning process.  
Mathletics provides an engaging site for students.  When students love 
learning, it shows in their results. 
All students at St Stephen’s School will be given a 

username and password so they can access 

these programs at home as a support or an ex-

tension of their reading and Mathematics. 

 

Please encourage your children to utilise these programs at home. 

 
Happy Learning!! 
Kristy Cameron 
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2019 Important Dates For Your Diary  
1st February  Tea & Tissues Morning Tea—MacKillop Hall  9am—Year 1 and P & F  

6th February  Year 3 Celebration Mac Hall 

8th February  NRL Session with P-6 
Inner Downs Swimming Carnival 

 
4:30pm 

11th February  Year 6 Just Leader’s Day Tony Worner & Year 6 

13th February  Parent Information Evening & Welcome BBQ 5-7pm All Staff and P & F 

13th February  Inner Downs Softball Trials—Boys & Girls  

13th February  Year 4/5 Celebration 2:30pm Mac Hall 

14th February  Catholic Schools Swimming Dalby 

15th February  Leader’s Mass  Year 6—9am 

15th February  NRL Session with P-6  

19th February  Year 5/6 Mass 9am in Church 

20th February   Year 1 Celebration 2:30pm Mac Hall 

22nd February  Year 6 Leadership Day Emu Gully Year 6 

25th February  Inner Downs Touch Trials  After School  

27th February  Year 5/6 Celebration  

5th March  School Photos—Formal Uniform   

5th March  Shrove Tuesday—Pancake Toss MacKillop Club 

5th March Year 1 Mass 9am in Church 

6th March Darling Downs Swimming in Gatton   

6th March Ash Wednesday Prayer Celebration – MacKillop 
Hall at 9am 

P -2 
 

6th March Ash Wednesday Mass – Church at 12:30pm 3-6 

8th March Year 2 Lodge Mass   

11th March Inner Downs Netball – U11s/12s   

12th March Year 2 Mass 9am Church 

12th & 13th March  Literacy Solutions – Karl (Writing Coaching)   

13th March Year 2 Prayer Celebration 2:30pm Mac Hall 

13th March Inner Downs Boys – Basketball trials   

14th March Inner Downs Girls – Basketball trials   

15th March  St Stephen’s Cross Country Weale Street Oval 

17th March Family Mass—All welcome—TBC 8:30am Church 

18th March  Darling Downs Touch Football, AFL, Golf  

19th March Inner Downs 11 & 12 Boys Rugby League Trials  

19th March Year 3 Mass 9am Church 

20th March  MacKillop Club Celebration 2:30pm Mac Hall 

26th March Athletics Carnival  Bridgman Oval 

27th March Year 3 Celebration 2:30pm MacKillop Hall 

28th March Toowoomba Show Holiday  

29th March Gore Highway Cross Country  

4th April Easter Liturgy  

5th April Pupil Free Day  


