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We started this week with a Leadership Day for the year 6 children. Throughout the 

day the children listened and discussed the many attributes that a good leader pos-

sesses and perhaps more importantly identified what qualities they have that will 

make them effective leaders and what qualities they need to nurture to improve their 

leadership skills. 

We only have to look back at the history of our school and the many women and men 

of faith who have worked, studied and been apart of our Catholic Tradition to find ex-

amples of wonderful leaders. St Joseph’s School was founded in Pittsworth in 1916 

by the Sister’s of St Joseph.  A new school was built across the road in 1958 and re-

named St Stephen’s School. St Mary of the Cross Mackillop, the founder of the Sis-

ters of St Joseph is a wonderful role model for us to follow when we are looking for 

examples of good leadership in our school’s history. Similarly, St Stephen was also a 

person of great faith. Stephen was the first Martyr of the Catholic Church. Stephen 

had the courage to stand up for what he believed in. 

To become a strong leader, you must first look inwards and evaluate where your 

strengths lie and where you need support. Firstly, we need to  look in the mirror and 

recognize that God has given all of us incredible gifts, abilities and strengths . Sec-

ondly, we need to look around and see the strengths of others. It is not necessary to 

be everything for everyone.  

A strong leader knows their own strengths and acknowledges the strengths and abili-

ties of those around them and works to develop the collective efficacy of the team. An 

effective leader also understands the importance of serving the people in their team/

organisation. The ‘servant leader’ communicates the vision/direction of the team and 

helps the members of their team achieve their goals . 

The year 6 children have a big year ahead of them. They are the leaders of the 

school. The younger children look up to them. Throughout the year they will build on 

their strengths and be encouraged to support each other as they strive to ‘Make their 

Mark’ in the world. 

I look forward to shaking the hands of all of our year 6 children on Friday as they 

pledge to lead the student body of St Stephen’s in 2019. 

God Bless 

Janine 

 “We must 
teach more by 
example than 

by word”. 
 

St. Mary of the Cross 
Mackillop  
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  Principal’s Message 

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300 683 390 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

• Mrs Janine Butlin 

• Mrs Suellen Dennis 

• Mrs Anna Lee 
 
School Councellor 
        
       Rebecca Holmes 
 

Leader Mass  
 
Friday the 15th 
February at 9am 

School Fees  

School Fees have been sent via email or post on Tuesday 

12/02/2019. If you have not received these by early next week 

please contact the school office.   

School Fees are due on the 4th March 2019. 
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It is hard to believe we are in Week Three already! We have had such a busy start to the year and this 

will continue all term!  

I was fortunate to spend several days last week at the APRE Network Days in Toowoomba with most 

of the other APREs within the Toowoomba Catholic Diocese. These days are valuable in learning new 

directions within the system, receiving updates across the area of the Religious Education Curriculum 

and opportunities to speak with colleagues from other schools.   

On Monday 11th February, the Year Six students participated in a ‘Just Leadership Day’ at school. This 

was led by Mr Tony Warner and Mrs Kathy Doherty from TSCO and they spent the day working with 

the students in prayer, leadership stories, journaling and talking with them about people who inspire 

us. Thanks must go to Tony and Kathy for their work in organising the session and to the students for 

their participation and engagement throughout the day. The activities fit perfectly for the students 

and their theme for 2019 to ‘Make your Mark’ on this year and they have been given the challenge of 

how they can inspire others and what they can do to make a difference at St Stephens.  

 

On Friday 15th February, the school community will join together for their Opening Mass and Year Six 

Leadership Induction. All parents and friends are invited to join with the students for our first celebra-

tion in the church for the term, led by Father Thomas. Our Year Six Leaders and MacKillop Club leaders 

will be receiving their badges during the mass.  

Year Six parents and students are invited to join together for Morning Tea after Mass on Friday 15th in 

the MacKillop Hall. Families are asked to bring a plate to share. This can be delivered to MacKillop Hall 

prior to mass if preferable.  

 

FROM THE APRE DESK 
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From the Gospel… Matthew 13:31-32 

Stories of Mustard Seed and Yeast 

Then Jesus told another story: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed. A man plants the seed in 

his field. That seed is the smallest of all seeds. But when it grows, it is one of the largest garden plants. It 

becomes a tree, big enough for the wild birds to come and make nests in its branches.” 

 

May God guide you gently through the week,  

 

Fiona Drew – Assistant Principal Religious Education  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Isaac, Maddison, Thomas, Anna, Charlize, Esme, Hunter, Kaley, Emma, Eliza  

FROM THE APRE DESK 

Students of the Week—Week 2 
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 Sport News 

Inner Downs Trials 

Ellie Denning, Thomas Croft, Ava Fitzpatrick, Oliver Cameron and Abby Denning competed at Inner 

Downs Trials on Friday night. It was a great night of competition with some PBs set by our St Stephen’s 

swim team.  All the best to Ellie, Tom, Ava and Abby who have qualified for DD trials in March. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inner Downs / Darling Downs Trials 2019 

A ‘Representative Sport Nomination Form 2019’ was sent home to all students born 2007-2009 last 

Wednesday 6th February. This note must be returned by all interested by 15th February. Mrs Ferguson 

will hand interested students the relevant nominations form when they become available. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Catholic Schools Swimming Carnival – Thursday 14th February 

Good Luck to all swimmers who are competing at Dalby tomorrow. Please be at the pool no later than 

8:30am the carnival starts at 8:45am. Check in with Mrs Cameron upon arrival. 

Sport Nominations due Trial date 

Softball (Boys/Girls) 12th  February 13th February 

AFL (Boys & Girls) 21st February 25th February 

Touch Football (Boys & Girls) 22nd February 27th February 

Netball – U11/12s 6th March 11th March 

Basketball (Boys)   13th March 

Basketball (Girls)   14th March 

Rugby League – U11/12s   19th March 

Hockey ( Boys & Girls)  22nd March 27th March 

Tennis (Boys & Girls)  29th March 3rd  April 

We have had one sponsor come forward to donate $250 towards helping us purchase a 

set of St. Stephen’s Rugby League jerseys. We are still seeking more sponsorship. If you 

are able to help us or know of someone who can please let Mrs Butlin know.  

Rugby League Jerseys 
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Welcome to 2019! We have had a great start to the year in Year 5/6.  Students have settled into routine 

nicely and are already hard at work.  Year 6 students were very excited to receive their Leader shirts in 

the first week of school and have been wearing them with pride on sports uniform days.  They have also 

been very keen to take on the responsibilities of Year 6 and have been completing their assigned jobs 

with little reminding.   

In class, we have been busy getting stuck in to our units for the term.  Students have been involved in 

hands-on activities in Science, investigating reversible and irreversible changes.  They are looking for-

ward to investigating how matter changes and the changes that can be made to matter – melting choco-

late is involved!  

Last Friday, students participated in an NRL session and played some games that taught some attacking, 

defending and ball skills.  Our class thoroughly enjoyed the drills and games and are excited for the sec-

ond NRL session this Friday.   

I hope to see you all at the Parent Information Evening on Wednesday.   

God Bless. 

Danni Conway 

 

 

 

Year 5/6 
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Year 4 and 5 have begun the year looking at being positive – having a growth mindset – and looking at 

ways to work through the Learning Pit when challenges arise. This will very much be a focus for the year – 

to bring a growth mindset to our learning. We are creating a Learning Pit in our classroom and we will be 

able to place ‘ourselves’ at various points along the way to show our progress with different challenges. 

Year 5s are excited to once again be using the Stile App program for Science, to further their expertise, 

while the Year 4s are beginning the exploration of this great program.  

Show stories are up and running! Year 4 have had their space story appetites whetted by listening to 

space themed stories being read by astronauts from the International Space Station. This has been a 

great experience, listening to real astronauts read great books while floating in the space station!  

We look forward to reading some exciting modern narratives in the coming weeks. 

Suellen  

 

 

 

 

Year 4/5 

Footsteps Dance Company 

This term, to celebrate Harmony Day, The Footsteps Dance Company will be providing all children at St 

Stephen’s School with dance lessons inspired by many cultures around the world and in doing so, will 

develop their social skills, confidence, fitness levels, creativity, expressive skills, cultural sensitivity and 

coordination. Footsteps is about innovative, fun and energetic dance programs in schools across Austral-

ia. Children will be learning a variety of dances from other countries in a safe, positive and stimulating 

environment.  

Footsteps Dance Company will be at St Stephen’s on Monday 18th, Tuesday 19th and Wednesday 20th 

March – Week 8. Lessons will be provided throughout the three days and a concert on Wednesday even-

ing, from 6pm, will conclude the event.  

The cost for these lessons has been covered with the incursion/excursion levy. 

More information will follow during the term, in relation to the clothes needed (colours mainly) which 

will enhance the concert performances. 

Volunteers  

A reminder that anyone who volunteers at the school is required to undertake the volunteers Student 

Protection and Code of Conduct online training at the beginning of each year. This training must be com-

pleted by the end of February. Packs are available at the office.  
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Please complete & return the following forms as soon as possible;  

1. 2019 Family particular update forms (30/01/2019) 

2. Responsible use of ICT agreement Upper Primary & Secondary Students to be completed by Year 

5&6. Responsible use of ICT agreement Younger Students Prep to Year 4 (Sent home 29/01/2019) 

FORMS TO BE COMPLETED  

ORAL HEALTH CARE FOR SCHOOL STUDENTS 

Free dental care is offered to all Queensland students from the age of four to the completion of Grade 10 
through the School Dental Service. The dental team consists of a dentist, dental therapists, oral health 
therapists and dental assistants.  You will be advised if your child needs specialist dental treatment.  

Students at St Stephens School in Prep to Year 6 are now being offered dental treatment. If you would 
like your child/children to participate in the free dental care program, please complete each section of the 
registration form, sign and return it to the School Office by Wednesday 27th February 2019.  Registration 
forms will be given to the eldest child in the family., 

Please note that by signing this form, you are only advising our service of your wish to participate in the 
dental care program and providing personal information to allow us to contact you.  Using the information 
that you provide to us, a staff member will contact you to arrange an appointment.  

Please remember 

• Students will be seen at the Dental Clinic located on the grounds of Pittsworth Primary School.  

• Parents/Legal Guardians must attend all appointments & must hold a current Medicare Card-please 
bring this card to the appointment. 

• There are limited appointments available before and after school and most appointments will have 
to be during school time. 

Oral Health does not accept any responsibility for transport of the children to and from their ap-
pointments.  
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Secondhand Uniforms 

Secondhand uniforms are available on Wednesday. Kym Norman will be available from 3pm on this 
day. Please note that second hand uniforms are a cash sale only.  

Price List 

Plain Shorts/ Skorts—$2 

Sports Shirts—$5 

Jumpers/Jackets (with logo) - $10 

Formal Shirts  - $5 

New Size 61cm Hats—$5 

New Netball Visors—$5  

New Chair Bags—6 ONLY ( 4 Blue & 2 Green ) - $5  

Second Hand Chair Bags 2 ONLY —Good Condition—$2 

If you have any second hand uniforms that you would like to donate to the school, please drop them 
into the office. 

SKOOLBAG APP 

St Stephen’s School uses the skoolbag app to communicate more effectively with our 

school community. This app is a fantastic way for schools  to communicate with parents .  

It will contain school newsletters, events, school notices, parent sick note forms and much 

more.   

We are inviting parents to install our Skoolbag App. To install 

it, just look for our school name St Stephen's Catholic Prima-

ry School Pittsworth in the Apple App  or Google Play Store, 

and install it on your mobile.  

Instructions as follows: 

• Click the “App Store” icon on your  Apple or Android  device 

• Type your school name in the search 

• You will see your school appear. Click “Get” then “install. 

• The app is FREE to download. 

• When installed  click “Open” 

• Select “OK” to receive push notifications, when asked. 

• Click the “More” button on the bottom right of the App  
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Music Lessons 2019—Chris Buckley 

FLUTE, CLARINET OR SAXOPHONE!! 

Give the gift of music to your child!  Instrumental music lessons are available during school time.  If 

your child is in grade 4 or above they can learn any of the wind instruments. Hire of these is availa-

ble for $50 per term.  Grade 2 is the starting point for piano.   

Lessons are given in small groups of 2 or 3.  Accounts are sent each term with each half hour lesson 

being $19.50.  Pick up and return a form at the school office.   

Email Chris at yougotbuckleys4@bigpond.com.au for more info. 

Instrumental Music Program— Grace Twidale 

Hi All! My name is Grace Twidale and I am currently studying a Bachelor of Creative Arts majoring in mu-

sic at USQ. I’ve completed up to seventh grade in piano.  Originally from Millmerran, I attended St Jo-

seph’s for Primary School and The Glennie School in Toowoomba for High School.  

If you are interested in your children commencing music lessons next year, please tick and sign below. 

Lessons will be $20 per half hour.   Email completed expression of interest form to: 3twidge@gmail.com 

 

I …………………………. would like my child/children ……………………………. to learn the following instrument: 

Piano 

Guitar 

Signature: ……………………………..    Date: …………………………….. 

Lessons will commence 27th February 2019.  
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Tuckshop Roster  

20th February  Jenny Bourke 

27th February  Sam Dever  

From the Middle Leader  

Family Fortnightly Math Challenge 

 
I will put the solution in the next newsletter with another fortnightly challenge.  Re-

member the process is important – not just the answer!! 
Enjoy working together as a problem solving family.   

 
Happy Learning!! 
Kristy Cameron 

Sick Bay   

Term 1 Tina Postle 

School Banking   

Term 1 Rebekah Moebus  
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 2019 Important Dates For Your Diary  
14th February  Catholic Schools Swimming Dalby 

14th February P & F Meeting 7pm 

15th February  Leader’s Mass  Year 6—9am 

15th February  NRL Session with P-6  

19th February  Year 5/6 Mass 9am in Church 

20th February   Year 1 Celebration 2:30pm Mac Hall 

22nd February  Year 6 Leadership Day Emu Gully Year 6 

25th February  AFL Inner Downs Trials  

26th February  Year 4/5 Mass 9am in Church 

27th February  Inner Downs Touch Trials  After School  

27th February  Year 5/6 Celebration  

5th March  School Photos—Formal Uniform  
NOT SPORTS UNIFORM 

 

5th March  Shrove Tuesday—Pancake Toss MacKillop Club 

5th March Year 1 Mass 9am in Church 

6th March Darling Downs Swimming in Gatton   

6th March Ash Wednesday Prayer Celebration – MacKillop Hall at 9am P -2 
 

6th March Ash Wednesday Mass – Church at 12:30pm 3-6 

6th March Please note no assembly   

8th March Year 2 Lodge Mass   

11th March Inner Downs Netball – U11s/12s   

12th March Year 2 Mass 9am Church 

12th & 13th March  Literacy Solutions – Karl (Writing Coaching)   

13th March Year 2 Prayer Celebration 2:30pm Mac Hall 

13th March Inner Downs Boys – Basketball trials   

14th March Inner Downs Girls – Basketball trials   

14th March Board Meeting 5:30pm 

15th March  St Stephen’s Cross Country Weale Street Oval 

17th March Family Mass—All welcome—TBC 8:30am Church 

18th March  Darling Downs Touch Football, AFL, Golf  

18th, 19th & 20th 
March 

Footsteps   

19th March Inner Downs 11 & 12 Boys Rugby League Trials  

19th March Year 3 Mass 9am Church 

20th March  Footsteps Dance Concert  
PLEASE NOTE NO ASSEMBLY 

 

25th March Bunya 11 & 12 Boys Rugby League Trials  

26th March St Stephen’s Athletics Carnival  Bridgman Oval 

27th March MacKillop Club Celebration  2:30pm MacKillop Hall 

27th March Inner Downs Hockey Trials  

28th March Toowoomba Show Holiday  

29th March Gore Highway Cross Country  

1st April  Darling Downs Softball & Basketball Trials  

1st April  Back up day Athletics Carnival  

2nd April Catholic Schools Gala Day T-Ball Year 4 TBC 

2nd & 3rd April Parent Teacher Interviews   

3rd April  Inner Downs Tennis Trials  

4th April Easter Liturgy P-6 

4th April Last day of Term 1   

5th April Pupil Free Day  


