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Thank you to Fiona Drew for steering the ship while I am away at Leadership Forum 

with Principals from the Toowoomba Diocese. ‘Many Voices: One Spirit’ is the 

theme for the forum. The forum commenced with an Information session about the 

Enhancing Catholic School Identity Project (ECIP). The purpose of the Enhancing 

Catholic Identity Project is to gain insight into how our school community views it’s 

Catholic identity today and how such identity might be shaped for tomorrow. 

Everyone’s input in the school community is important. Therefore, the staff, stu-

dents of years 5 and 6 and the parent community will be asked to take part in the 

survey. There will be more information sent out shortly outlining when the surveys 

will be conducted in our school. I will be inviting members of our parent body to 

take part in the online survey.  

The Enhancing Catholic School’s Project is a collaborative research project with the 

Catholic University of Leuven in Belgium to assist schools to understand how their 

Catholic Identity is expressed in work and practice. It aims then to support schools 

as they nurture their Catholic identity into the future in a way that is meaningful to 

all in their community. 

Over the next few years Principals in the Toowoomba Diocese have been invited to 

travel to the Catholic University in Leuven, Belgium alongside other principals from 

throughout Queensland to take part in the ECIP project. On the 24th May, I will join 

four other Principals, a Senior Education Leader and Education Officer from our Dio-

cese in the next two - week course intake. I am very excited about this opportunity 

to study at the oldest Catholic University in the world and I look forward to sharing 

with the St Stephen’s Community the results of the survey and what I have learnt 

from this experience. 

God Bless 

Janine 

 “Find 

happiness in 

making 

others 

happy” 

St. Mary of the Cross 
Mackillop  
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 Principal’s Message 

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300 683 390 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

• Mrs Janine Butlin 

• Mrs Suellen Dennis 

• Mrs Anna Lee 
 
School Councellor 
        
       Rebecca Holmes 
 

 
School Photos 

Tuesday 5 
March 2019 

School Fees  

School Fees are due on the 4th March 2019. 
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Opening Mass & Leadership Induction 

It was wonderful to join together as a school community for our 

Opening Mass and to officially acknowledge our Year 6 leaders for 

2019. Thanks to the parents and friends who joined us for the cele-

bration and to Father Thomas for leading the Mass. 

Year 6 Leadership Camp - Emu Gully  

Last Friday the Year 6 students spent the day at Emu Gully for their 

Leadership Camp.  They participated in a range of activities focused on the core character values of Courage, 

Mateship, Perseverance and Sacrifice. I was fortunate enough to join with them for the last activity of the day, 

the Kokoda Track. The students had to work together to make it through the mud pits and not leave anyone 

behind. Congratulations to all the students on the outstanding leadership and teamwork they showed through-

out the day in all the activities. Many thanks must go to Mrs Danielle Conway and Mrs Jodie Ferguson for their 

organisation and leadership.  

 

 

 

 

 

2019 Diocesan Caritas Project Compassion Launch 

The staff and students of St Stephen’s Catholic School have been invited to attend the 2019 Diocesan Caritas 

Project Compassion Launch. This celebration will take place during the 9am Mass on Sunday 3rd March at St Pat-

rick’s Cathedral, Toowoomba. Morning tea will follow in the Parish Centre. This is not a compulsory school ac-

tivity. Students need to be transported to and collected from St Patrick’s Cathedral in Toowoomba by their par-

ents. All students attending must wear their formal school uniform. 

Pancake Toss—Tuesday 5th March  

Year 6 students and staff will be participating in the annual Pancake Toss next Tuesday to celebrate the begin-

ning of Lent. The whole school will gather in the eating area for this fun event! 

Ash Wednesday—Wednesday 6th March 

Prep—Year 2 students will gather together at 9am in MacKillop Hall for an Ash Wednesday Liturgy and Year 3– 

6 students will join with the parish for a Mass at 12pm in the church. Parents and friends are welcome to join us 

for these celebrations.  

From the Gospel 

“I say to you who are listening to me, love your enemies. Do good to those who hate you.  Ask God to bless 

those who say bad things to you. Pray for those who are cruel to you.  If anyone slaps you on one cheek, let him 

slap the other cheek too. If someone takes your coat, do not stop him from taking your shirt. Give to everyone 

who asks you. When a person takes something that is yours, don’t ask for it back.  Do for other people what you 

want them to do for you.  

May God guide you gently through the week,  

Fiona Drew – Assistant Principal Religious Education  

FROM THE APRE DESK 
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Hayley, Thomas, Henry, Jeriel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Charlie, Seth, Charlize, Chelsea, Milla, Lillian 

Students of the Week—Week 3 

Students of the Week—Week 4 
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 Sport News 

Catholic Schools Swimming Carnival 2019 

On the 14th of February, St Stephen’s School swim team travelled to Dalby for a fun filled day of competition against the oth-

er Catholic Schools in our Diocese.  It is always a fantastic day as we build new friendships and enjoy friendly rivalry with oth-

er students across our schools. It is safe to say that there were smiles all round as our 17 swimmers brought home plenty of 

ribbons.  Parents also enjoyed a fabulous day out together!! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cross Country  
The school cross country will be held on Friday 15th March at 9.00am at the St Stephen’s Oval. All Prep – Year Six students 

will participate and parents are invited to join us for the morning.  

Order Of Events  

2006/2007 – 12/13year old boys and girls - 3km 
2008 - 11year old boys and girls - 3km 
2009 - 10year old boys and girls - 2km 
2010 - 9year old boys and girls - 1.5m 
2011 - 8year old boys and girls - 1km 

2012 - 7year old boys and girls - 800m 
2013 - 6year old boys and girls - 600m 
2014 - 5year old boys and girls - 400m 

 
All students are to wear their sports uniform and school joggers. Please ensure your child has a water bottle and school hat. 

Please note this year, Age Champions will be awarded medals for Cross Country and will not be carried over to the Ath-

letics Carnival as per previous years.  

Cross Country Training 

Student are encouraged to do training for the Cross Country at home however training sessions will be offered by Mrs Drew 

on Thursday mornings starting in Week 5 (28th February). Training will commence at 8.10am at St Stephen’s Oval.  

Sport Nominations due Trial date 

Softball (Boys/Girls) 12th  February 13th February 

AFL (Boys & Girls) 21st February 25th February 

Touch Football (Boys & Girls) 22nd February 27th February 

Netball – U11/12s 6th March 11th March 

Basketball (Boys)  7th March 13th March 

Basketball (Girls)  7th March 14th March 

Rugby League – U11/12s   19th March 

Hockey ( Boys & Girls)  22nd March 27th March 

Tennis (Boys & Girls)  29th March 3rd  April 

We have had one sponsor come forward to donate $250 towards helping us purchase a set of St. Ste-

phen’s Rugby League jerseys. We are still seeking more sponsorship. If you are able to help us or know 

of someone who can please let Mrs Butlin know.  

Rugby League Jerseys 
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We have begun the year with a flying start. The Year 2 students have been challenged from day one with 

adopting a Growth Mindset and learning all about being in the Learning Pit and that it is good to make mistakes.  

In Maths we have been using our journals and doing lots of problem-solving using hands on materials. We have 

also been investigating technology in the past in HASS and had a look at a candlestick telephone from the 1920’s 

and compared it to what we have available to us today.  

In literacy we have been focusing on retelling stories and sequencing events.  

We have lots to look forward to in the coming weeks and cant wait to share what we learn!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above—Year 2 doing some problem solving for number and place value. 

 

Year 2 

Student Protection in Toowoomba Catholic Schools 

The safety and wellbeing of students is very important in all of our schools and is a shared responsibility of parents, staff and 
students. There are a number of ways we promote safety and wellbeing. Through our Child and Youth Risk Management 
Strategy, we proactively set up safe systems and practices for recruitment, supervision, conduct and responding to risks, in 
order to protect students. We also inform our school communities about respectful relationships, expectations for conduct 
and how to avoid dangers. Our schools implement the Daniel Morcombe Child Safety Curriculum into classes during the year. 
This program teaches students about ways to stay safe and what to do if they do not feel safe. We have a formal process for 
taking action and reporting situations where there is a reasonable suspicion that a child has been abused or harmed, or a 
staff member has behaved inappropriately. All of these processes come under the banner of ‘student protection’. 

Our School Student Protection Contacts (SSPCs) play an important role in all aspects of student protection. Students may 
speak with any staff member if they have concerns, however our SSPCs have more in-depth training to manage student pro-
tection situations. The SSPCs for St Stephen’s School for 2019 are Anna Lee, Suellen Dennis and Janine Butlin. Their names 
and photographs are on the “Feeling Safe” posters around the school. Please talk to your child about who they could speak 
to if they have any concerns and remind them who our SSPCs are this year.  

If you would like any further information about what we have in place for student protection, you can view the Toowoomba 
Catholic Schools website at www.twb.catholic.edu.au; speak to someone at the school office; or contact the Student Protec-
tion Officer at the Toowoomba Catholic Schools Office on 4637 1400. 

Student Protection 

http://www.twb.catholic.edu.au
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Footsteps Dance Company 

This term, to celebrate Harmony Day, The Footsteps Dance Company will be providing all children at St Stephen’s 

School with dance lessons inspired by many cultures around the world and in doing so, will develop their social 

skills, confidence, fitness levels, creativity, expressive skills, cultural sensitivity and coordination. Footsteps is 

about innovative, fun and energetic dance programs in schools across Australia. Children will be learning a variety 

of dances from other countries in a safe, positive and stimulating environment.  

Footsteps Dance Company will be at St Stephen’s on Monday 18th, Tuesday 19th and Wednesday 20th March – 

Week 8. Lessons will be provided throughout the three days and a concert on Wednesday evening, from 6pm, will 

conclude the event.  

The cost for these lessons has been covered with the incursion/excursion levy. 

More information will follow during the term, in relation to the clothes needed (colours mainly) which will en-

hance the concert performances. 

Volunteers  

A reminder that anyone who volunteers at the school is required to undertake the volunteers Student Protection 

and Code of Conduct online training at the beginning of each year. This training must be completed by the end of 

February. Packs are available at the office.  
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Year 3 

Now that the year 3 students are in the upper school, we are getting used to routines, becoming more 

independent and responsible! In religion we are studying people from the Old Testament and exploring 

our own church community. In HASS we are investigating other countries to note similarities and differ-

ences. We are also looking at maps and their features.  

Our class is taking on the Mathematical Mindset and we’ve started doing Maths Mash-ups which pro-

motes a positive mindset and helps us to problem solve. In our Literacy units we have started writing 

Persuasive texts and have practiced trying to persuade or convince people of our own opinion.  

We continue to use Mathletics and Reading Eggs and have even started Typing Club to build up key-

boarding skills. Our Science unit on Living Things has sparked a lot of interest, especially doing the 

“Celery Experiment”. We added food dye to water and left the celery in this over the weekend. The re-

sults were pretty amazing. This week we pulled the celery apart to study the vessels inside the celery 

plant to see how water and food is transported around the plant.  
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Secondhand Uniforms 

Secondhand uniforms are available on Wednesday. Kym Norman will be available from 3pm on this 
day. Please note that second hand uniforms are a cash sale only.  

Instrumental Music Program— Grace Twidale 

Hi All! My name is Grace Twidale and I am currently studying a Bachelor of Creative Arts majoring in mu-

sic at USQ. I’ve completed up to seventh grade in piano.  Originally from Millmerran, I attended St Jo-

seph’s for Primary School and The Glennie School in Toowoomba for High School.  

If you are interested in your children commencing music lessons next year, please tick and sign below. 

Lessons will be $20 per half hour.   Email completed expression of interest form to: 3twidge@gmail.com 

 

I …………………………. would like my child/children ……………………………. to learn the following instrument: 

Piano 

Guitar 

Signature: ……………………………..    Date: …………………………….. 

Lessons will commence 27th February 2019.  
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Music Lessons 2019—Chris Buckley 

FLUTE, CLARINET OR SAXOPHONE!! 

Give the gift of music to your child!  Instrumental music lessons are available during school time.  If 

your child is in grade 4 or above they can learn any of the wind instruments. Hire of these is availa-

ble for $50 per term.  Grade 2 is the starting point for piano.   

Lessons are given in small groups of 2 or 3.  Accounts are sent each term with each half hour lesson 

being $19.50.  Pick up and return a form at the school office.   

Email Chris at yougotbuckleys4@bigpond.com.au for more info. 

During week three in the library … while the outside world shared the joy of Valentine’s Day … we celebrated Library Lovers’ 
Day.  Library Lovers’ Day is when we celebrate everything we love about books, reading and libraries.  In our library, all stu-
dents had the opportunity to create a unique Library Lovers’ book mark.   
 
The Prep and year one students took theirs with them to use to save their place in the library books.  We have been learning 
about the importance of taking care of our books, and using a book mark is so much better than turning the corner of the 
page.   
 
The years three to six students selected a book they thought someone else might enjoy reading, tucked their book mark in-
side and placed the book back on the shelf.  Later in the week, when doing their library borrowing, they were all able to bor-
row a book that included a unique book mark, carefully created by one of their school mates. 
 
We had a photo booth set up in the library for students to have their picture taken with their book and Library Lovers’ Day 
book mark. 
 
Mrs Trudi Burgess 
Teacher Librarian. 

Library News  
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Tuckshop Roster  

6th March Emily Leahy 

13th March Sally Croft  

From the Middle Leader  

Family Fortnightly Math Challenge 

 
I will put the solution in the next newsletter with another fortnightly challenge.  Remember the pro-

cess is important – not just the answer!! 
Enjoy working together as a problem solving family.   

 
Last week’s solution: 

 
Happy Learning!! 

Tuckshop is on every Wednesday which provides morning tea and lunch.  

Tuckshop profits go towards the improvement of our school library.  

It would not be possible without volunteers.  We are looking for parents/ guardians to volunteer 3 hours of their time 
from 9am to midday.  Another person will be there to guide you in what needs to be done and the children love to see 
their parents at school.  
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2019 Important Dates For Your Diary  
27th February  Inner Downs Touch Trials  After School  

27th February  Year 5/6 Celebration  

5th March  School Photos—Formal Uniform  
NOT SPORTS UNIFORM 

 

5th March  Shrove Tuesday—Pancake Toss MacKillop Club 

5th March Year 1 Mass 9am in Church 

6th March Darling Downs Swimming in Gatton   

6th March Ash Wednesday Prayer Celebration – MacKillop Hall at 9am P -2 
 

6th March Ash Wednesday Mass – Church at 12:30pm 3-6 

6th March Please note no assembly   

8th March Year 2 Lodge Mass   

11th March Inner Downs Netball – U11s/12s   

12th March Year 2 Mass 9am Church 

12th & 13th March  Literacy Solutions – Karl (Writing Coaching)   

13th March Year 2 Prayer Celebration 2:30pm Mac Hall 

13th March Inner Downs Boys – Basketball trials   

14th March Inner Downs Girls – Basketball trials   

14th March Board Meeting 5:30pm 

15th March  St Stephen’s Cross Country Weale Street Oval 

18th March  Darling Downs Touch Football, AFL, Golf  

18th, 19th & 20th 
March 

Footsteps   

19th March Inner Downs 11 & 12 Boys Rugby League Trials  

19th March Year 3 Mass 9am Church 

20th March  Footsteps Dance Concert  
PLEASE NOTE NO ASSEMBLY 

6pm 

24th March Sunday Family Mass 8:30am 

25th March Bunya 11 & 12 Boys Rugby League Trials  

26th March St Stephen’s Athletics Carnival  TBC 

27th March MacKillop Club Celebration  2:30pm MacKillop Hall 

27th March Inner Downs Hockey Trials  

28th March Toowoomba Show Holiday  

29th March Gore Highway Cross Country  

1st April  Darling Downs Softball & Basketball Trials  

1st April  Back up day Athletics Carnival  

2nd April Catholic Schools Gala Day T-Ball Year 4 TBC 

2nd & 3rd April Parent Teacher Interviews   

3rd April  Inner Downs Tennis Trials  

4th April Easter Liturgy P-6 

4th April Last day of Term 1   

5th April Pupil Free Day  

Sick Bay   

Term 1 Tina Postle 

School Banking   

Term 1 Rebekah Moebus  


