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Last week we were very busy at school finalising our entries and school displays for the Pitts-

worth Show. Every student entered schoolwork into the show, and many received prizes. It 

was wonderful to walk around the pavilion and see so many entries from our students. Lots 

of children from our school also entered in other sections as well such as cooking, handiwork 

and flower arranging. The Parent and Friends were out in force again selling chips and soft 

drinks on Saturday and Sunday. On Friday morning the Prep to Year 3 enjoyed their visit, 

taking part in the educational activities organised for them by the Show Society. All in all, a 

great community event! 

This week, we welcomed Karl Chippendale to our school on Tuesday and Wednesday to work 

with the teachers and students on the six traits of writing. Karl is a representative of Literacy 

Solutions. Karl modelled writing lessons in the classrooms and coached teachers around the 

teaching of writing. Teachers and children always enjoy a visit from Mr C and the students 

are highly engaged in the lessons. 

This Friday I look forward to seeing lots of parents at the school Cross Country cheering on 

the students. A big thank you to Peter Denning for all his work watering the oval. If you have-

n’t seen the Weale street oval recently I’m sure, you’ll be pleasantly surprised by the im-

provements over the last 6 months with the irrigation of the grounds and removal of the old 

tuckshop and toilets.  

Thank you to all the parents who came along on to complete the ECIP survey. Unfortunately, 

we only had a few parents on Tuesday morning. If you are able to complete the survey either 

at home, (I will send home the instructions) or next Wednesday morning 21st March in the 

school library at 8:45am please let me know. Remember every person who completes the 

survey goes into the raffle to win $50 Pittsworth Dollars. Survey closes next Friday 22nd 

March. 

Parent Teacher Interviews 

For these interviews we are introducing a new internet-based booking system called Parent 

Teacher On-Line (PTO). It will save time for parents, staff and students! Using this system you 

will be able to book the interview times that suit you best from any internet-connected com-

puter.  Interviews will be from 2nd April—4th April 2019. 

Letters with more information and user names and pins will be handed out within the next 

week.  

God Bless 

Janine 

 “Find 

happiness in 

making 

others 

happy” 

St. Mary of the Cross 
Mackillop  
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1 3  M A R C H  2 0 1 9  

 Principal’s Message 

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300 683 390 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

• Mrs Janine Butlin 

• Mrs Suellen Dennis 

• Mrs Anna Lee 
 
School Councellor 
        
       Rebecca Holmes 
 

 
Cross Country  

Friday 15th 
March 2019 

School Fees  

School Fees were due on the 4th March 2019. If you are having difficultly paying 

school fees due to family hardship please contact the school office to make an ap-

pointment to see Janine 
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Shrove Tuesday – 5th March 

The students joined together on Tuesday after lunch to watch the annual Pancake Toss between the Year 6 stu-

dents and staff. This was a wonderful event and was enjoyed by all. Many thanks to the MacKillop Club mem-

bers for their wonderful participation and organisation for this event. This was a great way to remind students 

about the reason behind Shrove Tuesday and to mark the preparation for the time of Lent.  

 

Ash Wednesday – 6th March  

Last Wednesday marked the first day of Lent – Ash Wednesday. P-2 stu-

dents attended a liturgy in the MacKillop Hall and Years 3-6 attended 

mass with the parish at midday. Thank you to the parents who were able 

to join with the students for these celebrations. Classes have spent time 

in class learning about Lent and the three important pillars of praying, 

fasting and almsgiving. Project Compassion boxes have also been placed 

in the prayer spaces in each classroom for students to donate to.    

 

2019 Diocesan Caritas Project Compassion Launch 

The staff and students of St Stephen’s Catholic School were invited to attend the 2019 Diocesan Caritas Project 

Compassion Launch. This celebration took place on Sunday 3rd March at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Toowoomba. 

Many thanks to the students who were able to join us for the morning and participate in the mass.  

MacKillop Club Fundraising  

Students from the MacKillop Club will be continuing to sell iceblocks and chocolates on Friday afternoons for 

the remainder of the term to raise funds for the residents of Townsville affected by the floods and for Project 

Compassion. Students who catch the bus will be able to purchase at lunchtime. Iceblocks will be available for $1 

and chocolates 50c.  

Date Claimer – School Family Mass 

Our Term One Family Mass will be on Sunday 24th March ay 8:30am. I will be looking for students who will be 

able to attend and help with readings etc. A note will go home tomorrow please return form by Monday 18th 

March.  

 

FROM THE APRE DESK 
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From the Gospel… Luke 4:1-13 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the desert, for forty days being put to the test 
by the devil. During that time he ate nothing and at the end he was hungry. Then the devil said to him, 'If you are Son of 
God, tell this stone to turn into a loaf.' 

But Jesus replied, 'Scripture says: Human beings live not on bread alone.' Then leading him to a height, the devil showed 
him in a moment of time all the kingdoms of the world and said to him, 'I will give you all this power and their splendour, 
for it has been handed over to me, for me to give it to anyone I choose. Do homage, then, to me, and it shall all be yours.' 
But Jesus answered him, 'Scripture says: You must do homage to the Lord your God, him alone you must serve.' Then he led 
him to Jerusalem and set him on the parapet of the Temple. 'If you are Son of God,' he said to him, 'throw yourself down 
from here, for scripture says: He has given his angels orders about you, to guard you, and again: They will carry you in their 
arms in case you trip over a stone.' But Jesus answered him, 'Scripture says: Do not put the Lord your God to the test.' Hav-
ing exhausted every way of putting him to the test, the devil left him, until the opportune moment. 

May God guide you gently through the week,  

Fiona Drew – Assistant Principal Religious Education  

 

https://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=6467
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11004
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11571
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=3815
https://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=3815
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11571
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332
https://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=6304
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=10624
https://www.catholic.org/saints/angel.php
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332
https://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=3815


 4 

 Sport News 

Cross Country  

The school cross country will be held on Friday 15th March at 9.00am at the St Stephen’s Oval. All Prep – Year Six students 

will participate and parents are invited to join us for the morning.  

Order Of Events  

2006/2007 – 12/13year old boys and girls - 3km 
2008 - 11year old boys and girls - 3km 
2009 - 10year old boys and girls - 2km 
2010 - 9year old boys and girls - 1.5m 
2011 - 8year old boys and girls - 1km 

2012 - 7year old boys and girls - 800m 
2013 - 6year old boys and girls - 600m 
2014 - 5year old boys and girls - 400m 

 
All students are to wear their sports uniform and school joggers. Please ensure your child has a water bottle and school hat. 

Please note this year, Age Champions will be awarded medals for Cross Country and will not be carried over to the Ath-

letics Carnival as per previous years.  

Cross Country Training 

Final session of Cross Country training will be held tomorrow at 8:10am at St Stephen’s oval.  

Darling Downs Swimming Trials 

Congratulations to Ellie and Abby Denning and Ava Fitzpatrick who travelled to Gatton last 

week to represent the Inner Downs Swim team. All girls swam well and enjoyed the chal-

lenge. Abby came first in the 50m Breastroke. Well done girls! 

Darling Downs Triathlon 

Ellie Denning travelled to Harvey Bay on the weekend to represent the Darling Downs Tri-

athlon team. Fantastic effort Ellie! 

Athletics Carnival 

On Tuesday the 26 March is the Senior Athletics carnival. A note went home 

last week in regards to the changes this year due to the drought conditions. 

Please read carefully and return forms by Friday 15th March. The Junior Ath-

letics carnival will be held on the 1st April. 

Inner Downs Netball Trials  

Congratulations to the following students who were selected for the Inner Downs Netball team – Anna S, Keirra Q and  

Charlotte T. These students will compete in the Darling Downs Trials in Toowoomba on Monday 29th April.  

Rugby League Sponsorship 

A huge shout out to the four sponsors that have come forward to help with the purchase of a set of St. Stephens School Rug-

by League jersey’s. We are currently in the process of designing them and can’t wait to show them off!       

                                                 James & Sally Croft – Hintz Family – Mark Droney – Lloyd Cronin Family.                                                                                

 
 
 

Sport Nominations due Trial date 

Basketball (Boys)  7th March 14th March 

Basketball (Girls)  7th March 13th March 

Rugby League – U11/12s  15th March 19th March 

Hockey ( Boys & Girls)  22nd March 27th March 

Tennis (Boys & Girls)  29th March 3rd  April 
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In Prep we are having a ball learning the letters of the alphabet. We have been working hard on learning the letter names 

and sounds. This week we begun to use the letter we learnt to put into simple words (cvc). We have also been learning a 

bank of sight words to help us read our big books! 

This week in math we are learning how to count using one to one correspondence. This helps us ensure we are counting 

each object correctly. 

We love doing our morning calendar and weather with the help of our special person! �  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prep 

Rebecca Holmes the Guidance Counsellor will continue to visit the school once a week this year to pro-

vide the Guidance Counselling service. As a part of this service Rebecca will be delivering classroom 

based sessions in Prep on social and emotional learning with the Zones of Regulation Program. These 

sessions are a part of a school approach to supporting students’ social and emotional learning and 

growth.  If you would like further information around the Zones of Regulation, please let us know. 

Social and Emotional Learning  
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Footsteps Dance Company 

This term, to celebrate Harmony Day, The Footsteps Dance Company will be providing all children at St Stephen’s School with 

dance lessons inspired by many cultures around the world and in doing so, will develop their social skills, confidence, fitness 

levels, creativity, expressive skills, cultural sensitivity and coordination. Footsteps is about innovative, fun and energetic 

dance programs in schools across Australia. Children will be learning a variety of dances from other countries in a safe, posi-

tive and stimulating environment.  

Footsteps Dance Company will be at St Stephen’s on Monday 18th, Tuesday 19th and Wednesday 20th March – Week 8. Les-

sons will be provided throughout the three days and a concert on Wednesday evening, from 6pm, will conclude the event.  

The cost for these lessons has been covered with the incursion/excursion levy. 

JUNIOR (P-2) Dances 

- Dance Me If You Can (Bollywood) 

- Around The World (Global) 

- Surfin’ USA (American)  

MIDDLE/UPPER (3-6) Dances 

-   Djapana (Australian) 

-   Love The Islands (Pacific Islands) 

-   Waka Waka (South African) 

Costumes are not essential however if it's something your school would like to do I can certainly suggest the following items 
that are easy and cost effective.  

Surfin' USA - Hawaiin/flowered shirts or grass skirts 

Around The World - Multicoloured clothing or fluro  

Dance Me If You Can - The colour red, sashes 

Djapana - The colour Khaki and facial paint 

Love The Islands - Lavalava (skirt tied to side) with white singlet 

Waka Waka - Brown, Orange and Red colours 

 

Show Display 
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Year 1 

What an amazing term we have had in Year 1. We started our year with a unit based around superheroes and decided that 

we can be brave, smart and strong just like a hero.  

 

 

 

 

 

We finished the unit with a visit from a community hero, Chris Mills brought us the big ambulance and taught us all about his 

work and how we can be heroes in the event of an emergency.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had an educational visit to the Pittsworth Show, one of our favourite things to see there was the cattle dog trials. The 

students loved seeing each other’s creations and work in the pavilion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A big focus for us in Year 1 is to ensure that every student is writing their letters and numerals neatly and accurately. We have 

daily mini lessons and always refer back to this. When you are working at home, please ask “is this the right shape? Did you 

start in the right spot?” It is our class goal and we look forward to celebrating when it is achieved. To support this goal, every 

Friday afternoon we enjoy fine motor play and activities. If you have any art smocks or thick shirts, we would appreciate you 

sending them in so that we can keep our uniforms clean and tidy! 
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Lighthouse Numeracy Newsletter 

The Lighthouse Numeracy project is an action research initiative of the Toowoomba Catholic Schools Office and is imple-
mented using a partnership approach to student centered education. It aims at further supporting exemplary learning in 
Numeracy and connecting with school context for maximizing impact. St Stephen’s School is developing itself as a Light-
house Numeracy school through the implementation of Learning Journals and Number Talks across the Whole School. Dur-
ing our Professional Learning Team meetings, we work collaboratively to ensure students are being immersed in Math 
Challenges and Real Life Maths Tasks.   

Our overarching framework for Mathematics implementation is the development of Mathematical Mindsets in our class-
rooms for our students. The research behind developing Mathematical Mindsets focuses on a ‘Growth Mindset’ philosophy 
which explains that in learning it is important that our thinking is challenged and mistake making is seen an important 
growth tool. Mathematical Mindsets also incorporate the need to visualise learning of concepts and to discuss the way we 
process mathematical information and see processes differently.    

For further information on Mathematical Mindsets and to view Jo Boaler’s research behind the neuroscience of working 
and thinking mathematically please see the link below.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3icoSeGqQtY   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UiHttR7WfaQ    

Parent tips for supporting Mathematical Mindsets:   

Parents and guardians have incredible opportunities to shape their children’s mathematical futures. One of the most im-
portant contributions you can make is to dispel the idea that only some children can be successful at math, or that math is 
some sort of a “gift” that some children have and some do not. Everyone can achieve at math in school, and our aim is to 
provide the right opportunities and support for that development. Please see some tips for supporting students Math’s 
learning.   

1. Praise Students for effort! When children know that learning and hard work make them achieve at their highest levels, 
their achievement takes off.   

2. Always praise mistakes as an important part of learning. Recent research has shown that our brains grow the most when 
we make mistakes. Scientists have found that when people make a mistake in math, synapses in the brain spark. What this 
means is that we want students to be challenged and make mistakes in order to learn new things. But many children hate 
to make mistakes. They think it means they are not a “math person”. It is important both to celebrate challenge and tell 
children their brain is growing when they make them.   

3. Encourage drawing whenever you can. Mathematicians draw all 
of the time, they do this because sketching a problem helps them 
really see the important mathematical ideas. Drawing and restating 
problems both help children understand what questions are asking 
and how the mathematics fits within them.   

4. Encourage your children to make sense of mathematics. Here are 
some questions you could ask your child:   

• What is the question asking you?  

• How could you draw this question?   

• How did you get that answer? (ask this whether the answer is 
right or wrong)   

• Can you share your method with me?  

• Can you try a different way of solving this?  

• What does addition/ probability /ratio etc mean?  

• In what other situation could we use this?  

• Would this method work with different numbers?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3icoSeGqQtY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UiHttR7WfaQ
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From the Middle Leader  

Family Fortnightly Math Challenge 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I will put the solution in the next newsletter with another fortnightly challenge.  Re-
member the process is important – not just the answer!! 

Enjoy working together as a problem solving family.   
 

Last week’s solution: 
 
 
 
 
Happy Learning!! 
Kristy Cameron 
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2019 Important Dates For Your Diary  
14th March Board Meeting 5:30pm 

15th March  St Stephen’s Cross Country Weale Street Oval 

18th March  Darling Downs Touch Football, AFL, Golf  

18th, 19th & 20th 
March 

Footsteps   

19th March Inner Downs 11 & 12 Boys Rugby League Trials  

19th March Year 1-6 St Joseph’s Day  9am Church 

20th March  Footsteps Dance Concert  
PLEASE NOTE NO ASSEMBLY 

6pm 

25th March Bunya 11 & 12 Boys Rugby League Trials  

26th March St Stephen’s Athletics Carnival  TBC 

27th March MacKillop Club Celebration  2:30pm MacKillop Hall 

27th March Inner Downs Hockey Trials  

28th March Toowoomba Show Holiday  

29th March Gore Highway Cross Country  

1st April  Darling Downs Softball & Basketball Trials  

1st April  Back up day Athletics Carnival  

2nd April Catholic Schools Gala Day T-Ball Year 4 TBC 

2nd & 3rd April Parent Teacher Interviews   

3rd April  Inner Downs Tennis Trials  

4th April Easter Liturgy P-6 

4th April Last day of Term 1   

5th April Pupil Free Day  

23rd April  First Day of Term 2   

Tuckshop Roster  

20th March Lisa Gillam 

27th March Anita Mahon 

Sick Bay   

Term 1 Tina Postle 

Secondhand uniforms are available on Wednesday. Kym Norman will be available from 3pm on this day. Please note that 
second hand uniforms are a cash sale only.  

Secondhand Uniforms 

School Banking   

Term 1 Rebekah Moebus  
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