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One of my favourite activities to do on week-ends is to read the newspaper. Last Sunday I 

read an interesting article by Dr Judith Locke. Dr Locke is a clinical psychologist who presents 

parenting workshops around Australia. Last Sunday her article was about dinner table eti-

quette. 

Dr Locke pointed out that one of the ‘easiest ways to improve your child’s vocabulary, con-

versational skills, eating habits, school results, and even their wellbeing’ is to eat dinner to-

gether regularly as a family. As a mother, I value the importance of eating family meals to-

gether. When my children were younger it was often the only time, we were all together as a 

family and could take the time to sit, talk and enjoy a meal together. Dr Locke recommends 

that the family dinner shouldn’t become a time to complain excessively about anything that 

went wrong during the day, but a time when we should focus on the positive elements of the 

day.  As a family we would ask each other this simple question, “What was the best thing 

that happened to you today at school/work?” This was, and still is, a great conversation 

starter! After family holidays, I still ask all the members of my family the same question, 

“What were the best three things you did over the holidays?”  

I have many, many fond memories of the times spent around the family table. In today’s fast 

paced world, it can be very challenging to stop and sit down around a table together to share 

a meal. As a school, we value the health and well-being of the family unit. In week 6, we are 

going to be having a home-work free week. During that week, hopefully you will have a little 

more time to do things together as a family unit. As an educator and a mother, I believe the 

family meal times improve children’s ability to hold a conversation with adults and other 

children whilst increasing their vocabulary. All this sounds quite simple. However, to ensure 

everyone is entering into the conversation, it is a requirement in my house that the TV set is 

switched off and there are no mobile devices being used whilst dinner is in progress. 

(Challenging at times but extremely worthwhile!) 

Finally, Happy Mother’s Day to all the mothers in our community. I’m looking forward to 

sharing a coffee with you at our Mother’s Day Breakfast this Friday at 7:30am. I’m sure there 

will be lots of interesting conversations being held around the tables in MacKillop Hall be-

tween Mothers, grandmothers and their children.  

God Bless, 

Janine 

‘Make 
room in 

your heart 
for all’ 

St Mary MacKillop  
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 Principal’s Message 

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300 683 390 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

• Mrs Janine Butlin 

• Mrs Suellen Dennis 

• Mrs Anna Lee 
 
School Councellor 
        
       Rebecca Holmes 
 

Mothers Day 
Breakfast Friday 

10th May at 
7:30am 

School Fees  

Term 2 School fees are being sent out.  Fees are due on the 27 May 

2019. If you are having any difficulty paying these please contact the 

Principal.  
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Sacramental Program  

This year, the Sacrament of Reconciliation will be celebrated on Thursday 6th June at 6:30pm. Please 

keep our Reconciliation candidates in your prayers as they undertake this program over the next five 

weeks.  

Mothers Day Breakfast & Liturgy – Friday 10th May 

On Friday 10th May, we celebrate our Mothers and important women in our lives as a school commu-

nity. The Mothers Day breakfast will be held in MacKillop Hall from 7:30am followed by a liturgy at 

9am. Many thanks to Mrs Witham and the Year One students for leading this liturgy.  

Do it for Dolly – Monday 13th May 

The MacKillop Club would like to acknowledge ‘Do it for Dolly’ this term. Students will be asked to 

wear blue – this could mean free dress clothes that are blue, or an item of blue clothing, ribbon, socks 

etc to go with their school uniform. Students do not have to bring any money in, it is a day to raise 

awareness to say NO to bullying. Please note that although the official day is on Friday 10th May, St Ste-

phen’s will be recognising this important day on Monday 13th May.  

Date Claimer – Family Mass 

This term, the Family Mass will be held on Saturday evening at 6:30pm on 8th June. All students and 

families are invited to join us for the celebration for Pentecost. A note will go home in the next few 

weeks for students and families to indicate if they are able to attend and/or participate.  

From the Gospel… Luke 1:26-38 

The Annunciation 
 During Elizabeth’s sixth month of pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to a virgin who lived in Naza-
reth, a town in Galilee. She was engaged to marry a man named Joseph from the family of David. Her 
name was Mary. The angel came to her and said, “Greetings! The Lord has blessed you and is with 
you.” 
But Mary was very confused by what the angel said. Mary wondered, “What does this mean?” 
The angel said to her, “Don’t be afraid, Mary, because God is pleased with you.  Listen! You will be-
come pregnant. You will give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus.  He will be great, and people 
will call him the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of King David, his ances-
tor. He will rule over the people of Jacob forever. His kingdom will never end.” 
 Mary said to the angel, “How will this happen?” 
 The angel said to Mary, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will cov-
er you. The baby will be holy. He will be called the Son of God. 36 Now listen! Elizabeth, your relative, is 
very old. But she is also pregnant with a son. Everyone thought she could not have a baby, but she has 
been pregnant for six months. God can do everything!” 
Mary said, “I am the servant girl of the Lord. Let this happen to me as 

you say!” Then the angel went away. 

May God guide you gently through the week,  

Fiona Drew – Assistant Principal Religious Education  

FROM THE APRE DESK 
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INTERSCHOOL EQUESTRIAN REPORT 

Over the Easter holiday, Bella and Josie Ostwald represented St Stephen’s at two Interschool Equestrian events: 

Glennie in Toowomba and SEQ Regionals at Gatton.  Both girls and their ponies had some stiff competition from 

riders around the region but achieved some really pleasing overall results. Josie has now qualified in Combined 

Training and Showjumping for QLD Championships.  Additionally, Bella has qualified for Dressage, Showhorse, 

Showman and Showjumping.   

Next event: Darling Downs and South West QLD Championships in Dalby May 10-12. 

BELLA:  

Dressage – 3rd Overall 

60cm Showjumping – 2nd, 3rd, 4th (4th Overall) 

Showhorse Working Hunter – Primary Reserve Champion 

Showman 4 phase – Primary Reserve Champion 

JOSIE: 

50cm Showjumping – 4th, 5th, 6th (5th Overall)  

Combined Training – Primary Champion 

Student of the Week—Term 1 Week 9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caryl, Ryan, Abby, Maddison, Katie, Oliver, Liam 

Equestrian News 
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Inner Downs Cross Country  

Congratulations to the students who participated in the Inner Downs Cross 

Country at Highfields State School. Congratulations also to Ava and Ellie, 

who have been selected to run at the Darling Downs Cross Country. 

Athletics Training 

Athletics Training will be offered this term until Week 6. Please meet Mrs 

Drew at the Oval at 8:10am Thursday mornings.  

Aussie Hoops 

The Aussie Hoops program has started for students who have registered via 

the Aussie Hoops website. Students will be training with Coach Pop Dickerson 

during Tuesday lunchtimes for the rest of the term. All students were fortu-

nate to have Coach Pop and Coach Jesse during their PE lessons on Thursday 

last week.  

Gore Highway Athletics 

Congratulations to the students who represented St 

Stephens at Gore Highway Athletics last Friday. All stu-

dents competed very well and their behaviour was ex-

ceptional! 

Darling Downs Netball 

Congratulations to Anna S on her selection to the Dar-

ling Downs Netball team. Anna will be competing in the 

Darling Downs Under 11s team at Toowoomba in Au-

gust.  

Darling Downs Rugby League 

Congratulations to Tom C on his selection to the Darling Downs Rugby League team. Tom will be com-

peting in the Darling Downs Under 11s team at West Arana Hills in July.  

 

 

Sports News  
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Tennis Coaching   

Tennis coaching is available every Tuesday afternoon with Ruth Von Pein. If 
you are interested please phone Ruth on 0412 396 609 to book a session.  

This term Year 4/5 will be participating in the Hermitage Research Facility Schools Plant 

Science Competition. This involves children investigating various pests which might invade 

our gardens – either insects or weeds. Different groups have chosen to either study in-

sects or weeds. Part of the investigation will involve children finding samples of insects or 

weeds at home and then bringing them into school for further investigation. More infor-

mation will be forwarded about this process in the near future. Children have also been 

creating questions that they would like answered in relation to the pests that invade our 

environment as next Tuesday afternoon we will be having a visit from a representative 

from Landcare who will talk to the children about pests.  

We have also been using the QuestaGame app to take photos of creatures or plants 

around school or home and then have them identified. This has proved to be interesting 

as we have been able to identify different bugs and creatures that inhabit our school or 

home environment. 

In other areas of learning, we have been using different Thinking Routines as ways to 

make our understanding of a topic deeper. Children have been challenged to explain their 

thinking and to justify their answers. They are enjoying being ‘The Professor’ and showing 

their peers their methods for solving mathematical problems. 

 

 

Year 4/5 

Upcoming Sporting Events 

Catholic Schools Athletics Carnival  

Catholic Schools Athletics Carnival is on Friday 24 May 2019. All children participating, will be travelling 

by bus  to the carnival leaving school at 7:45am. Permission notes along with $12 for the bus need to  be 

returned to school ASAP.  

NRL Skills Day 

Year 4,5 boys along with the year 6 class will attend an NRL Skills day Thursday 9 May. Permission forms 

have been sent home and these will need to be returned if students are participate.   
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“To catch the reader's attention, place an 

interesting sentence or quote from the story 

Caption describing 

picture or graphic. 

 

Caption 

describing 

picture or 

graphic. 

Year 5/6 

Welcome back to Term 2!  I hope you all had a happy and restful Easter break. 

We have already been very busy in Year 5/6 finishing off pieces of assessment from last term in order to 

start our new units. 

This term, the Year 5/6 and Year 4/5 class have entered a Science Competition entitled ‘Pest Invaders’.  

Students are to carry out an investigation on either invasive weeds or plants and compile a scientific re-

port on their findings.  Students are also required to submit a poster about an invasive pest or disease 

which details how/why it was introduced/spread to Australia.  They need to include its impact on the en-

vironment and what measures are in place to control the pest or disease.  We have a visitor from Land-

care coming next Tuesday to speak to both classes about invasive pests and this will be a great oppor-

tunity for students to ask questions.  This competition ties in nicely with our Biology unit for this term.  

There are some great prizes up for grabs so I’m sure students are keen to give it their best effort. 

Next week, Year 5/6 will be going to the Lodge for a visit.  I thought this would be a great opportunity for 

students to showcase the dance they learnt with the Footsteps Dance Company last term – we might 

need a few practices before then to ensure we are up to scratch! 

The girls from Year 4 and 5 are looking forward to their excursion on Thursday and I’m sure they will have 

a fantastic time seeing what a career in STEM would be like! The remaining Year 4 and 5 boys and Year 6 

boys and girls will be participating in a Rugby League clinic which they 

are all looking forward to.  Year 6 students are also very excited about 

their first visit to their Prep Buddies on Thursday morning. 

Looking forward to a very busy and exciting term ahead.; 

Take care and God Bless. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note the above dates for NAPLAN testing in Week 4.  All Year 3 and Year 5 students are expected to sit these tests. 

Where possible, please ensure that no appointments are made for children on these dates. 

How can parents help their child prepare for NAPLAN?  

Help your child prepare for NAPLAN by reassuring them that the tests are just one part of their school program, and by re-

minding them on the day to simply try their best. Teachers will ensure students are familiar with the types of questions in the 

tests and will provide appropriate support and guidance. 

NAPLAN 2019 
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Nationally Consistent Collection of Data  

At present the teachers at our school are collating evidence and making professional judgements as to 
which students will be included within this data collection. Please find an information sheet later with-
in this newsletter. If you have any questions, please contact Deanne Olischlager, our Learning Support 
Teacher through the office. 
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St. Stephens OSHC is happy to be back for term 2 with the exciting addition of Before School Care each day. Brenda who 
some of you may know from Family Day Care has joined our fantastic team and working each morning.  

We are defiantly back in the swing of things with lots of projects on the go for term two include board games, trips to the 
playground, sports games, kite flying, science experiences, cooking, craft, lego challenges and lots more. 

We are still taking enrolments for Term Two so if you are looking for an affordable school age care focused program please 

contact us . 

Brooke Chittenden 

Coordinator Pittsworth OSHC 

St Stephen’s Primary School 

M: 0427 891 441  

E: pittsworthoshc@bne.centacare.net.au  

W: www.centacarebrisbane.net.au  

Outside School Hours Care 

Woolworths Earn & Learn will be starting on the 1 May 2019 and continuing until the 25 June 2019. We ask that 

you please collect as many stickers as possible to help us redeem some of the great prizes.  There is a box at the 

front office, Woolworths Pittsworth and Woolworths Clifford Gardens.    

Woolworths Earn & Learn 

Madonna King  

I, Leah Moore attended the Madonna King talk in relation to father/daughter relationships last week.  It was very interesting. 
Some tips :- 

Dad and daughter should go camping together with no electronics.  

Dads don’t solve problems like mum does, they give options, which girls prefer.  

Don’t fix problems, just listen.  

If you daughter has an opinion on something that you disagree on, don’t slam her opinion down but instead ask her to explain 
why she has her opinion.   

Value her opinion and let her speak out.  

Take you daughter on milkshake dates fortnightly.  

 Find interests/projects you could do together, like park run.  

Tell her she is special. 

Talk and communicate.  

Madonna interviewed 800 girls, 400 dads and 200 experts (e.g psychologist, etc)  to get her information for her book.  Some-
thing I found very interesting was that older girls would love their dad to take them camping by themselves or walk the Koko-
da trail or something similar. Unfortunately, although they had these visions, not one girl had asked their dad if he would like 
to do this with them as they all assumed dad would be too busy and not have the time or be interested.   

Thanks for your time, hope you liked these tips.  

Leah Moore  

St Stephens Church 110 Year Jubilee Mass will be held on the 15 September 

2019 at 8:30am.  

St Stephen’s Church—110 Year Jubilee 

mailto:pittsworthoshc@bne.centacare.net.au
http://www.centacarebrisbane.net.au/
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2019 Important Dates For Your Diary  

Tuckshop Roster  

15 May Masae Whitelaw 

22 May Anita Mahon 

29 May  Emily Leahy 

5 June  Lisa Gillam 

Sick Bay   

Term 2 Anita Farrell 

School Banking   

Term 2  Hollie Fitzpatrick 

9th May P & F Meeting  7pm 

9th May ‘It takes a Spark’ St Saviour’s College Toowoomba Year 4 and Year 5 Girls 

9th May Leadership Day and NRL Clinic   

10th May Mother’s Day Breakfast 7:30am MacKillop Hall 

10th May Mother’s Day Liturgy – Year 1 9am MacKillop Hall 

12th May Mother’s Day   

14th – 16th May NAPLAN Yr 3 & 5 

14th May Mass – Church Year 1 

15th May Celebration – MacKillop Club 2:30pm Mac Hall 

19th-20th May DD Soccer Trials   

21st May Darling Downs Cross Country Trials   

21st May National Simultaneous Reading P - 6 

21st May Mass – Church Year 3 9am 

22nd May Under 8’s day PSS Prep 9:15am – 10:50am 

22nd May Prep Under 6 Prayer Celebration 2:30pm Mac Hall 

24th May Catholic Schools Athletics Carnival O’Quinn Street 

28th May Mass – Church Prep 9am 

29th May Celebration – Year 5/6 2:30pm MacHall 

31st May Catholic Mission Visit   

4th June Mass – Church Year 4 9am 

5th June Celebration – Year 2 2:30pm MacHall 

6th June Reconciliation – Sacramental Program 6:30pm Church 

6th June Inner Downs Zone Athletics   

8th June School Family Mass (Pentecost) 6:30pm TBC 

10th June DD Rugby Union Trials – 12s   

11th June Mass - Church Year 2 9am 

13th June P & F Meeting 7pm 

13th June Board Meeting 5:30pm 

14th June Lodge Mass – Beauraba Living Year 4/5 – 10.30am 

18th June Darling Downs Athletics trials Harristown 

19th June Celebration – Year 4/5 2.30pm MacKillop Hall 

21st June Gore Highway Gala day Oz Tag and Soccer   

24th June Andrew Chinn Workshops and Concert  

26th June St. Stephen’s Ball Games Carnival 1-2:30pm 

27th June Last Day of Term 2 End of Semester Mass 9am 

28th June Pupil Free Day   


