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This week, Mrs Cameron and myself were fortunate to each spend a day at the 

Term 2 Principal’s Forum in Dalby with the principals from across the Toowoomba 

Catholic Diocese. The theme for the year was ‘Many Voices. One Spirit’ or Collective 

Efficacy as it is sometimes called. There were many topics explored over the week 

that focused on the co-responsibility between schools and office. The theme also 

highlights the challenge for Toowoomba Catholic Education to honour the im-

portance of each local school context whilst also capitalising on the advantages of 

working together collectively as a system of schools.  

Within our school, each class teacher and classroom have a different curriculum and 

set of targets and goals, which are of great importance for each teacher, however it 

is the collective accountability from all teachers at St Stephens that contribute to-

wards the academic, spiritual and personal growth of all our students. The Reading 

Improvement Strategy and Lighthouse Numeracy Project are two examples of how 

the staff work together to build capacity, share best practices and consolidate ways 

of working to ensure academic success. We are indeed blessed to have such a col-

laborative team of teachers who are so dedicated to the students at St Stephens! 

There were a few principals missing from the Leadership Forum, including Mrs But-

lin, who are into their second week of their Leuven Intensive Course on Enhancing 

Catholic Identity in Belgium. From the photos we have been sent through so far, 

they are having a busy but enjoyable time. We look forward to Mrs Butlin’s return 

and hearing about all she has learnt and how this can inform and guide the direc-

tion of our continued focus of Catholic Identity at St Stephens.  

Date Claimers – Term 2 & 3 

Term 2 Family Mass - Please note the change of date - This term, the Family Mass 

will be held on Sunday morning at 8:30am on 23rd June. All students and families 

are invited to join us for this celebration. A note has been sent home for students 

and families to indicate if they are able to attend and/or participate. Please ensure 

these have been returned by Friday 7th June.  

Andrew Chinn Concert – Monday 24th June – 6pm MacKillop Hall. BBQ to precede 

the concert.  

Term 3 Family Mass – Walk of History – Blessing and Opening of the Pavers – Sun-

day 18th August 

110 Years of St Stephen’s Parish – Sunday 15th September 

‘Make 
room in 

your heart 
for all’ 

St Mary MacKillop  

Term 2 Week 7 Newsletter 

5  J U N E  2 0 1 9  

APRE Message 

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300 683 390 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

• Mrs Janine Butlin 

• Mrs Suellen Dennis 

• Mrs Anna Lee 
 
School Councellor 
        
       Rebecca Holmes 
 

6th June 2019 -
Inner Downs 

Athletics  

School Fees  

Term 2 School fees have been sent out.  Fees were due on the 27 May 

2019. If you are having any difficulty paying these please contact the 

office.  
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“To catch the reader's attention, place an 

interesting sentence or quote from the story 

here.” 

Caption describing 

picture or graphic. 

 

Caption 

describing 

picture or 

graphic. 

Sacramental Program  

This year, the Sacrament of Reconciliation will be celebrated on Thursday 6th June at 6:30pm. Please keep our 

Reconciliation candidates in your prayers as they undertake this special sacrament this week.  

Catholic Mission Visit 

Last Friday, the Year 2 – 6 classes participated in a workshop hosted by the director 

of Catholic Mission, Toowoomba Diocese. Students spent the session learning about 

those in developing and developed countries and the situations of injustice and une-

qual distribution of food and resources in these countries. We will focus more on 

Catholic Mission in October during Catholic Mission Month to highlight the im-

portance of working to continue the mission of Jesus on earth. Thank you to the stu-

dents for their exceptional behaviour, participation and insightful actions and com-

ments throughout the workshop.  

St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal  

The MacKillop Club will be leading the St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal for the 

rest of Term 2. Students are asked to donate items of winter clothing and blan-

kets towards this appeal to help out those in need.  

Sacrament of Baptism  

Congratulations to Anastazia who received the Sacrament of Baptism last week-

end. We send Anastazia our blessing for this special commitment she has made.  

From the Gospel…. Lk 24:46-53 

While blessing them, he was taken to heaven. 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You see how it is written that the Christ would suffer 

and on the third day rise from the dead, and that, in his name, repentance for 

the forgiveness of sins would be preached to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses to 

this. 

‘And now I am sending down to you what the Father has promised. Stay in the 

city then, until you are clothed with the power from on high.’ Then he took 

them out as far as the outskirts of Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed 

them. Now as he blessed them, he withdrew from them and was carried up to 

heaven. They worshipped him and then went back to Jerusalem full of joy; and 

they were continually in the Temple praising God. 

May God guide you gently through the week,  

Fiona Drew – Assistant Principal Religious Education  

APRE Message 
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In Prep we have finally explored all the letters of the alphabet! We have been working 

hard on our alphabet booklets and love reading them!  

In other excited news we have started reading groups and home readers! The students 

have been working so hard on developing reading strategies and have been so eager to 

show off their reading skills.  

In Maths, the students have thoroughly enjoyed copying, continuing and creating re-

peating patterns. They have also enjoyed giving others directions by using positional lan-

guage.  

Thank you to everyone for sending in family photos for HASS. It’s been so interesting to 

see the similarities and differences in our family structures.  

Not long now until we will be half way through Prep! As of today we have been at school 

for 74 days!!  

Prep 
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What a great term we have had, full of learning. I would love to congratulate all of the students for 

their recent efforts in the reading assessment. Every child has improved and its only been 3 weeks 

since our last reading test �  What an awesome effort from your children and you! 

Last week we have started to develop an image our class Learning Pit. It’s a metaphorical pit – the 

time in between being nervous and scared about learning something new and the moment of success 

and joy when you have mastered it. The pit is a challenging time where we feel angry, sad and frus-

trated. The children have developed a range of ‘what to dos’ to get them out of the pit. We are using 

characters from the movie Inside Out as reference for the feelings that we may have. They are a per-

fect match. If you haven’t seen the movie, I recommend watching it with your child. Its rated PG, but 

deals with some darker emotions and can be a little overwhelming for young ones. 

We have been working hard to use ‘age appropriate play’ and hands on investigations in the class-

room. It has certainly made a difference to the engagement and enjoyment of students in their learn-

ing. I have had some feedback from parents already that children are talking more about lessons or 

have spoken positively about it. I will make an effort to include more variety for students and I would 

love to hear from you if you hear any feedback from your children. 

Here are some examples of our recent maths investigation. We used our play money to ‘buy’ things 

from the Woolies catalogue, pretend to order our lunches and opened a shop in our classroom for 

some play. 

Year 1  
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Anastasia, Charlie, Luke, Josie, Marty, Shantalle  

Student of the Week—Term 2 Week 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Georgia, Drew, Eden, Sarah and Montana 

Student of the Week—Term 2 Week 5 
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Catholic Schools Athletics Carnival 

Congratulations to the students who participated at the Catholic Schools Athletics Carnival. It was an en-

joyable day with all students competing to the best of their ability and showing great sportsmanship.  

Inner Downs Athletics Carnival 

Good luck to the students who were selected to compete in the Gore Highway Team at the Inner Downs 

Athletics Carnival on Thursday 6th June. A reminder to all students the $5 nomi-

nation fee is due and students must find their own way to the carnival.  

Karen Murphy Development Rugby League Cup 

Congratulations to Ange Robertson and Chloe Thompson who participated in 

the Karen Murphy Development Rugby League Cup last week.  

Darling Downs Basketball 

Over the weekend, Keira Q represented Darling Downs at the State 

Championships in Caloundra. Congratulations to Keira!  

**DATE CLAIMER - Ball Games Carnival – Wednesday 26th June 

1:00pm – Students are asked to wear their sports uniform for this 

Sports News  

P & F News  

For some time now, the P&F have been working towards owning an advertising billboard. This has been a lengthy 

process of finding an appropriate site and willing landowner, soil tests, engineering a structure, obtaining council 

approval and sourcing cost price steel by Scott Simpson, Mr Steel, Toowoomba. The sign is now underway and a 

fortnight ago generously welded by the expertise of Matthew Fitzpatrick.  

The aim of this sign is to obtain passive income from other businesses advertising on the structure. This will ulti-

mately give the P&F a healthy source of revenue to continue to improve St Stephen’s facilities without overbur-

dening the already busy cohort of families of young children.   

The next step will be sending the structure to Brisbane so it can be galvanised and then working on foundations. 

Murray and Kim from M&K Construction Group are generously setting out the points for the footings. Shayne and 

Leah Moore from Moore Trailers have very kindly offered to supply a bobcat, scissor lift and crane for the signs 

erection. There have been numerous other offers of help on installation. Then finally will come the task of finding 

tenants to rent the space. Thus far we have had interest from IGA Pittsworth and Toowoomba Toyota. James and 

Sally Croft  from Ray White Rural Pittsworth will then pitch in with managing the sign’s rental.  

Thank you so very much to the amazing community we have 

at St Stephen’s. We will build this for a fraction of the price 

quoted from retailers to purchase such a structure. The sign 

has been engineered to be compatible with other Bishopp 

signs to increase the potential customers and is 6x3m in size. 

It is double sided and will sit on the Gore Highway at South-

brook just West of the service station. Please contact me or 

any other members of the P&F if you are interested in adver-

tising on our billboard. 

Many thanks 

Telia Simpson (0414767738)  
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 St Stephens Sporting Items for Sale  

Family Math Challenge  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Stephen’s  water bottles and swimming caps are now available for purchase from the 

school office for $10 each. These items are for students who are representing St Stephen’s 

at sporting events.    
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St. Stephens OSHC is happy to be back for term 2 with the exciting addition of Before School Care each day. Brenda, who 
some of you may know from Family Day Care, has joined our fantastic team and is working each morning.  

We are definitely back in the swing of things with lots of projects on the go for term two including board games, trips to the 
playground, sports games, kite flying, science experiences, cooking, craft, lego challenges and lots more. 

We are still taking enrolments for Term Two so if you are looking for an affordable school age care focused program please 

contact us . 

Brooke Chittenden 

Coordinator Pittsworth OSHC 

St Stephen’s Primary School 

M: 0427 891 441  

E: pittsworthoshc@bne.centacare.net.au  

W: www.centacarebrisbane.net.au  

Outside School Hours Care 

Woolworths Earn & Learn will be starting on the 1 May 2019 and continuing until the 25 June 2019. We ask that 

you please collect as many stickers as possible to help us redeem some of the great prizes.  There is a box at the 

front office, Woolworths Pittsworth and Woolworths Clifford Gardens.    

Woolworths Earn & Learn 

School Improvement Survey 

This year our school will be participating in a School Review and Improvement survey managed by Research Aus-

tralia Development and Innovation Institute (RADII).  As well as school staff and students from Years 5 - 12, all par-

ents are invited to participate in the survey.  The survey provides valuable feedback for the future directions of our 

school.   

 

It would be appreciated if parents could update their contact details prior to the 24 June 2019. This will ensure de-

livery to the correct parent email addresses are available. 

 

On Monday the 29 July 2019, RADII will send all parents a personalized invitation to complete the survey online.   If 

both parents' email addresses are on file at the school, the invitation will be sent to both parents. However, the 

survey will close once the first person has completed it. If you do not wish to complete the survey simply delete it.  

The survey will take approximately 10-15 minutes to complete. You can complete the survey from anywhere you 

have access to the internet. The survey will close on Sunday, 11 August 2019 for parents. 

 

We encourage you to be very honest in your responses to the surveys. All responses go directly to RADII so they are 

confidential and anonymous. When the surveys are completed, and responses aggregated by RADII, overall data is 

sent to us so that we can then share the findings with you.   

St Stephens Church 110 Year Jubilee Mass will be held on the 15 September 

2019 at 8:30am.  

St Stephen’s Church—110 Year Jubilee 

mailto:pittsworthoshc@bne.centacare.net.au
http://www.centacarebrisbane.net.au/
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2019 Important Dates For Your Diary  

Tuckshop Roster  

12 June Sally Croft 

19 June Sharon Denning 

26 June NO TUCKSHOP 

Sick Bay   

Term 2 Anita Farrell 

School Banking   

Term 2  Hollie Fitzpatrick 

6th June Reconciliation – Sacramental Program 6:30pm Church 

6th June Inner Downs Zone Athletics   

10th June DD Rugby Union Trials – 12s   

11th June Mass - Church Year 2 9am 

13th June P & F Meeting 7pm 

13th June Board Meeting 5:30pm 

14th June Lodge Mass – Beauaraba Living Year 4/5 – 10.30am 

18th June Darling Downs Athletics trials Harristown 

19th June Celebration – Year 4/5 2.30pm MacKillop Hall 

21st June Gore Highway Gala day Oz Tag and Soccer  TBC 

23rd June School Family Mass 8:30am 

24th June Andrew Chinn Workshops and Concert  

26th June St. Stephen’s Ball Games Carnival 1-2:30pm 

27th June Last Day of Term 2 End of Semester Mass 9am 

28th June Pupil Free Day   

Second Hand Uniforms  

As winter approaches, we are seeking donations for the second hand 

clothing uniform pool. If you have anything to donate please drop items 

off at the office. Kym Norman is available Tuesday afternoons straight af-

ter school if you are wanting to purchase second hand clothing.  


