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Principal’s Message… 

Welcome back!  I trust that you all had a relaxing and enjoyable break, and that everyone is 

refreshed, relaxed and ready for Term Three. We have a busy term ahead with many im-

portant ‘weeks’ to be acknowledged and celebrated including NAIDOC week, Catholic Edu-

cation week, Book Week, Mathematics Week, Wellbeing Week and Science Week! We look 

forward to sharing these with you across the term. Keep an eye on our calendar for these 

dates.  

We keep Mrs Janine Butlin and her family in our thoughts whilst she is on extended leave. 

As a school we will regularly include Janine in our class, school and staff prayers to pray for 

her full recovery. I will keep you informed as to Janine’s progress ensuring that Janine and 

her family’s privacy is respected, and they are given space throughout this time.  

Welcome to Mrs Sam Meara who has stepped in to fill our office administration role this 

term. Sam has worked in other Catholic schools across the Toowoomba Diocese and comes 

with a wealth of experience in administration. It is wonderful to have her join our staff!  

Congratulations to Bobbi & Colin Murrell on the birth of their baby boy last week, Hugh 

Burnsy Murrell. We wish Bobbi and Colin much joy and happiness as they welcome this spe-

cial blessing into their lives.  

We say farewell to Rebecca Holmes, our wonderful guidance counsellor who will finish up 

with us this week. Rebecca played an important role for many students and their families 

and she will be greatly missed. We wish her all the best in her future endeavours. Interviews 

have been held for a new guidance counsellor and will start as soon as an appointment has 

been made.  

All parents and caregivers are invited to come along to a Meet & Greet Morning Tea in 

MacKillop Hall on Monday 22nd July after school drop off.  This is an excellent opportunity to 

meet other families in the school community. Parents with younger children are encouraged 

to come along.  

As we begin a new term, I would like to thank students for wearing the correct uniform each 

day and to ensure their jackets and jumpers are clearly named to avoid lost items during this 

colder weather.  

Prep Interviews will be held in Week 3 on Monday 29th and Tuesday 30th July. I look forward 

to meeting our newest students for 2020. If you are still needing to enrol your child for Prep 

2020, please pick up an enrolment package from the office. We also look forward to our 

Prep Expo Open Day on Thursday 8th August.  

A reminder there will not be a P&F Meeting in Week One. The first meeting for the term will 

be held on Thursday 8th August. School fees will be emailed out to parents this term. 

May God guide you gently through the week,   Fiona Drew—Acting Principal  

‘HAVE AN 
ATTITUDE 

OF 
GRATITUDE’ 

St Mary MacKillop  

Term 3 Week 1 Newsletter 

1 7 T H  J U L Y  2 0 1 9  

Principal Message 

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300 683 390 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

• Mrs Fiona Drew 

• Mrs Suellen Dennis 

• Mrs Anna Lee 
 
School Councellor 
        
       Rebecca Holmes 
 

 
18th August 

2019  
 

School Family 
Mass   

Bishop’s Inservice Day 

A reminder 2nd August is a Pupil Free Day.  
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“To catch the reader's attention, place an 

interesting sentence or quote from the story 

here.” 

Caption describing 

picture or graphic. 

 

Caption 

describing 

picture or 

graphic. 

Welcome back to Term 3. I trust that you all had a restful break and relished in some quality family 

time.  While Janine is on leave this term, I will be the Acting APRE.  

 

Catholic Education Week is in Week 3 this term. Catholic Education Week is an opportunity for all 306 

Catholic schools in Queensland to celebrate and promote their distinctive mission and ethos. 

The theme for this year’s celebrations is:  Many Voices. One Spirit. 

St Stephen’s School strives to make a difference in the lives of those in our schools and in the wider 

community by challenging our young people to live out the message of Jesus and to reach their full 

potential as compassionate, contributing, life-giving members of society. 

On Monday 29th of July, Year 4/5 will lead the whole school in a Eucharistic Celebration with Fr Thom-

as. This coincides with Grandparent’s Day at St Stephen’s.  We would like to extend an invitation to all 

parents and grandparents to join us in the MacKillop Hall for Mass at 9am.  This will be followed by a 

shared morning tea for grandparents and parents.  Grandparents will then be welcomed into the 

classrooms to spend time with their grandchildren. 

Date Claimers – Term 3 

Term 3 Family Mass – Walk of History – Blessing and Opening of the Pavers – Sunday 18th August. 

Please mark this date on your calendar.  It would be great to see new and familiar faces on Sunday 

18th August at 8:30am. 

110 Years of St Stephen’s Parish – Sunday 15th September 

PRAYER AND REFLECTION  

Dear Holy Spirit, 

We can do great things through the gifts you bestow on us. 

May we live the way Jesus wants us to live. 

May we always strive to be the best we can be. 

Help us share our gifts wisely. 

We ask this through you who strengthens us all. 

Amen 

APRE Message 

https://hcstrinitypark.schoolzineplus.com/newsletter/article/242?skin=1
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Andrew Chinn Concert  

Australian religious songwriter and singer, Andrew Chinn visited St Stephen’s in Week 10, to share his 

songs with the students. Andrew’s well-known songs are used in our classrooms and liturgical celebra-

tions throughout the year. The students participated in workshops and rehearsals across the day in prep-

aration for an evening concert in front of the school community. It was a wonderful way to celebrate the 

end of Semester One. Many thanks to all the parents and friends who were able to join us for the con-

cert and to the tireless workers of the P&F for their work to organise the supper beforehand.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal  

Many thanks to the families who donated items of winter clothing and blankets to 

the MacKillop Club to assist with the St Vincent de Paul Winter appeal to help out 

those in need. Thank you to all those who bought hot chocolate and popcorn – a 

total of $77.50 was raised from the day and this money will also be given to St Vin-

cent de Paul.   

Church Closed 

St Stephen’s Church will be closed between the 29th July and 15th August due to painting. Our Grandpar-

ents Day Mass & MacKillop Feast Day Mass will be held in the MacKillop Hall along with other parish 

masses during this time.  

God Bless, 

Kristy Cameron 

Acting APRE 
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PARENTAL ENGAGEMENT 
Parenting in the digital age 

By Michael Grose 

Frequently I hear parents talk about children’s use of technology as if the technology is a problem. How-

ever technology is the context or background in which we must raise our kids to be safe, social and sav-

vy. The bigger question we need to ask is: “What is good parenting in the digital age?”  

 
Our job is to educate kids about technology – helping them be safe, smart and balanced users – so we 
need some guidelines to follow. Every parent needs to set their own guidelines suitable to their own 
situation. Here are some ideas to help: 
 
1. Be a good role model 
It’s well established now that children will copy many of their parents’ behaviours. Our behaviours and 
habits now extend to our use of communication technology, which is a good thing as we’ve got the 
chance to model smart, balanced technology habits. This means we need to be mindful of how often we 
have a mobile device in our hands when we are around kids. It means we need to take care that we 
don’t use technology as an emotional pacifier when we feel stressed or under pressure. Model face-to-
face communication and healthy ways to manage your stress levels so kids can learn these techniques 
too. 

LST NEWS 

Middle Leader News 

ICAS Assessments 

As mentioned in a previous newsletter ICAS Assessments will be offered at St Stephen’s again 

this year as follows: 

Science  Thursday 5
th
 September 

   Spelling  Thursday 12
th
 September 

   English  Tuesday 17
th
 September 

   Mathematics  Thursday 19
th
 September 

Our school is now registered for the UNSW Global Parent Payment System which will allow par-

ents to purchase ICAS Assessments through a secure online payment service. 

Parents can access this service by typing unsw.global/parentpay into a browser. 

You will then be required to enter a unique access code to purchase assessments. Our school’s 

unique access code is: 3287ec47d4 

Parents are reminded that this is the only option for payment and needs to be completed by 

31
st

 July. Please also return the permission slip included in the last newsletter to the school of-

fice. 

A reminder that this year, St Stephen’s will be introducing Academic Excellence Awards for 

Years 4, 5 & 6. To be eligible for this award a student must have participated in at least one 

ICAS Assessment. 

If you require any assistance or have further questions please contact Deanne Olischlager, our 

Learning Support Teacher, through the school office. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpay.unswglobal.com.au%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C621e4f3599a24d5a258508d6f558a653%7C574bfdfd42444205b710168f5b0c580d%7C0%7C0%7C636966158449874160&sdata=qQJU%2F7d3CWYsNvBy2PwZ7gjHr0n6cgVZLwz3xMV%2FHeM
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3. Differentiate between uses 

One use doesn’t fit all. Digital technology has three purposes – communication, education and entertain-

ment. Gender plays a part here with girls using digital technology more for communication and boys using 

digital devices more for entertainment. As a parent we need to be aware how our kids are using technolo-

gy, which will influence how we respond to them. For instance, you should take a different approach to a 

child who spends all his time after school playing Minecraft to one who spends significant time online for 

educational purposes. Nuance your approach according to the children’s technology use. 

 

4. Create social media mantras and scripts to keep kids safe 

Parents have always found ways to frame messages for children so that they rattle around inside their 

heads when parents aren’t around. “Don’t speak to strangers” still reverberates with me decades after 

my mother first drilled it in to me. She also gave me the scripts to use with strangers if ever I got lost, or 

found myself in trouble. So what scripting are you introducing to your child to keep them safe and also 

make them think about smart use while online? These include such mantras as “Is it worth posting?”, 

“Take a deep breath before hitting the send or post button.” “Do you want the principal to see this post?” 

 

5. Create tech-free zones and times 

Knowing when to cut off or leave technology is just as important as knowing when to use it appropriately. 

One way to teach appropriateness of technology use is to introduce tech-free zones and tech-free times 

into your family. For instance, dinner tables and mealtimes should be kept technology free to encourage 

in the moment face-to-face conversations. Bedrooms should be tech free particularly at night to encour-

age children to get a good night’s sleep. 

 

6. The family that plays together learns together 

Technology can bring us together or keep us apart. I recently saw a mother and her early teen son walking 

down a busy a street both with their faces in mobile devices, only glancing up occasionally from their 

screens to make sure they didn’t bump into others. Although physically close, mentally they were worlds 

apart. On the other hand, a well-chosen game can easily connect parents with their kids. Choose games 

and activities that bring you together and provide opportunities to teach kids about sportsmanship and 

etiquette. 

  

Families are invited to send in a photo of St Stephen’s students and their grandparents for a PowerPoint display for the Grand-

parents Mass on Monday 29th July at 9am in MacKillop Hall. Photos can be emailed to suellen.dennis@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Please have these to Mrs Dennis by next Friday 26th July so that you don’t miss out. 

All Grandparent’s are invited to stay for a shared morning tea after Mass and open classrooms.   

We would appreciate families who are attending to bring a plate of food to share. Tea and coffee will be provided. 

 

Grandparent’s Day 
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 PE 

Inner Downs Girls Rugby League 

Congratulations to Chloe Thompson on her selection to the Inner Downs Rugby League team.  Good luck 

at Darling Downs trials next Wednesday in Toowoomba.  

 

Ball Games Carnival – Congratulations to all the students for their wonderful participation and enthusi-

asm at our first Ball Games Carnival last term! Well done to MacKillop House who took out the shield 

with 202 points, just 5 points in front of Ryan House.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10—12yrs Cricket Trials (Girls & Boys) - Pittsworth Bridgman Oval 12th       

August 2-5pm. Nominations due to Mrs Ferguson by Tuesday 6th August.  

 

Tennis Coaching—Tuesday afternoons. $85 for 8 weeks.  

Phone Ruth 0412 396 609 

 

NRL Sessions—Thursday 18th July  

Mitch Sergeant, NRL development officer will be at St Stephen’s School on Thursday and all classes from 

Year 1– Year 6 will participate in the sessions.  Reminder:  Please send Year 4/5/6 children with mouth 

guards on Thursday if you would like them to participate in tackling session.  Notes were sent home at 

the end of Term 2. 

 

Catholic School Netball and Touch 

On the 1st of August, Year 4/5/6  students will be attending Catholic Schools Netball and Touch Carnivals 

in Toowoomba.  Boys will play Touch Football at Kearney Springs and  girls will play Netball at Nell. E 

Robinson.  A note will go home this week regarding this Carnival. 
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 St Stephens Sporting Items for Sale  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Stephen’s  water bottles and swimming caps are now available for purchase from the 

school office for $10 each. These items are for students who are representing St Stephen’s 

at sporting events.    

Music  

This term there will be a Music Celebration to showcase the skills of 

Year 3, Year 4/5 and Year 5/6.  This celebration will be in Week 5 on 

Wednesday 14th of August. 

 

Tuckshop Roster  

Wednesday 24 July Tuckshop will begin in Week 2 



 8 

 

Sick Bay   

Term 3 Kim McDonald 

School Banking   

Term 3 Rebecca Moebus 

Thank you to everyone who contributed stickers to our Woolworths Earn 

and Learn. We will let you know what the school is entitled to soon. 

Woolworths Earn & Learn 

Board News  

We are currently seeking new members for the school board. The school board meets 
four times a year (once per term). One of the roles of the board is to discuss the school’s 
strategic plan and to look at policies and procedures set by Toowoomba Catholic School’s 
Office and the School. 

At the last board meeting, the members discussed the TCSO ‘Enrolment in Catholic 
Schools Policy’ and the St Stephen’s School Enrolment Procedure. Both of these are on 
the School’s website at http://www.pittsworth.catholic.edu.au/documents/
enrolment.html  If you would like to find out more information regarding joining the 
school board please contact Fiona Drew. 

St Stephens Church 110 Year Jubilee Mass will be held on the 

15 September 2019 at 8:30am.  

St Stephen’s Church—110 Year Jubilee 

Second Hand Uniforms  

We are seeking donations for the second hand clothing uniform pool. If you have 

anything to donate please drop items off at the office. Kym Norman is available 

Tuesday afternoons straight after school if you are wanting to purchase second 

hand clothing.  

School Uniform 

The current St Stephen’s spray jacket has become unavailable. We have sourced 

a new custom jacket from Condamine Clothing. These have been ordered and we 

will let you know when they arrive.  
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 2019 Important Dates For Your Diary  

15th July First Day of Term 3 8:50am 

17th July NAIDOC Week Celebration– Year 2 2:30pm Mac Hall 

18th July NRL sessions   

18th July P & F Meeting—CANCELLED   

18th July Camp Meeting  3:15pm 

23rd July Mass—Mac Hall Year 2—9am 

24th July DD Rugby League Girls Trials – U12s   

24th July Year 5/6 Celebration 2:30pm Mac Hall 

28th Jul – 3rd Aug Catholic Education Week   

29th – 30th July Prep interviews   

29th July Catholic Education Week Mass 9am—Mac Hall 

29th July Grandparents Morning tea and open classrooms Following mass 

31st July Year 1 Celebration 2:30pm Mac Hall 

1st August Catholic School Netball/Touch Year 4/5/6 Nell-E Robinson/Kearney Springs 

2nd August Bishop’s Inservice Day—Pupil Free Day   

6th August Possum Magic Prep-Year 3 

7th August World of Maths All classes 

7th August No Celebration  

8th August Board Meeting 5:30pm 

8th August Parents and Friends Meeting 7:00pm 

8th August MacKillop Feast Day Mass 2pm—TBC—Mac Hall 

8th August Early Years Expo 9:30am—11:30am 

9th August Year 1 Lodge Mass Beauaraba Living  

12th August Inner Downs Cricket Trials – Boys and Girls   

12th August Year 2 Lodge Visit Beauaraba Living  

13th August Mass Prep 9am—Mac Hall 

13th August Science Excursion—Yr 4/5/6 Excursion 

14th August Music Celebration—Yr 3-6 2:30pm Mac Hall 

13th – 23rd August Premier’s Reading Challenge   

15th August Assumption of Mary   

16 August Choir in Brisbane TBC 

18th August School Family Mass – Walk of History  8:30am—Church 

19-23rd August Book Week TBC 

20 August Year 1 Mass 9am—Church 

21 August Year 3 Celebration 2:30pm Mac Hall 

23 August Cricket—DD Country Trials Stanthorpe 

27 August Year 3 Mass Pam—Church 

28 August No celebration  

30 August Father’s Day Breakfast 7:30am/  Liturgy 9am MacKillop Hall 

 31 Aug-1 Sept DD cricket trials  
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2019 Important Dates For Your Diary  

1st September Father’s Day  

2nd September Prep Lodge Visit Beauaraba Living  

3 September Year 6 Mass 9am  - Church 

4 September Year 4/5 celebration Mac Hall 

10 September Year 4 Mass 9am—Church 

11 September Mac Club celebration Mac Hall 

13 September Gala Sports—Netball/Cricket TBC 

13th September Year 3 Lodge Mass Beauaraba Living  

15th September Patronal Celebration—Sunday Mass St Stephen’s Church 

17th September Year 5 Mass St Stephen’s Church 

18 September No Celebration  

17/18 September Parent/Teacher Interviews  

19th September End of Term Three  

20th September Pupil Free Day  



 11 

 

INTERSCHOOL 
EQUESTRIAN 

Over the school holidays, Bella & Josie Ostwald represented St Stephen’s at the Queens-

land Interschool Equestrian State Championships.  The first week was held at rainy & 

green Maryborough and the second weekend was held at frosty & dry Warwick. Both girls 

contested huge classes with competitors representing their schools from all over QLD.  

The girls were happy with their horses and results over the 7 days of competition. 

Bella  & “Piper”: 

13th dressage 

3rd 60cm Showjumping 

3rd Primary Showman 

4th Primary Working Hunter 

3rd 60cm Combined Training (Dressage & Showjumping) 

Josie & “Coco”: 

9th 50cm Showjumping 

4th 45cm Combined Training (Dressage & Showjumping) 

Placing in the top 4 of QLD meant that both girls gained selection in the QLD State 

Team to compete in Sydney at Nationals next school holidays.   

The icing on the cake was when ST STEPHEN’S was named & awarded the Primary 

School Champion High Points Aggregiate Shield for the whole State Championship.  

So incredibly awesome to see St Stephen’s awarded such a significant honour and 

has made all the months of training and competing so worthwhile for our very small 


