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  ‘HAVE AN 
ATTITUDE 

OF 
GRATITUDE’ 

St Mary MacKillop  

Term 3 Week 5 Newsletter 
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Principal Message 

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300 683 390 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

• Mrs Fiona Drew 

• Mrs Suellen Dennis 

• Mrs Anna Lee 
 
School Councellor 
        
       Rebecca Holmes 
 

 
18th August 

2019  
 

School Family 
Mass   

Term 3 School fees have been sent out. Fees are due by the end of 
Week Six. If you are having any difficulty paying these please contact 
the office. 

 

We certainly have been out and about so far this term! From watching the classic 

story ‘Possum Magic’ come to life in Toowoomba last week, to the choir students 

participating at the Queensland Catholic Music Festival in Brisbane on Friday, 

our students have had some great opportunities and results! Thanks must go to 

our dedicated staff for their organisation for each of these experiences.   

Congratulations to the Year 4, 5 and 6 students for the research and hard work 

they put into their entries for the Schools Plant Science Competition. Over 145 

schools registered to participate and over 3600 students entered the competition 

project. From this, we had students win awards in both the science and art sec-

tions, and St Stephen’s won the Most Outstanding School Art Award!  

We also were successful in receiving a grant from the STEM Hub Darling Downs 

& South West that will cover the cost of the bus trip. The Hub is committed to 

supporting National Science Week and we are very thankful for their generosity.  

 

Activities for Child Protection Week (1-7 September 2019) 

 

The safety and wellbeing of students is something that we care about deeply. As part of 
Child Protection Week there will be a number of activities occurring in our school, as well 
as other schools across the Diocese. These include: 

Lessons from the Daniel Morcombe Child Safety Curriculum for students in Prep – 
Year 9 – a letter was sent out to inform parents of what is happening in class-
rooms.  

Presentation of a 4-minute video that was filmed with students from our Catholic 
schools, called “It’s OK to Speak Up”. This video encourages students to tell 
someone about any worries they may have. 

Display of Child Protection Week posters 

Some schools will be randomly selected to participate in a survey of staff, students 
and parents about student protection matters. This state-wide project is being 
coordinated by the Queensland Catholic Education Commission and 17 of our 
schools will participate. 

 

We encourage parents to use this week to promote safety messages with your children. 
Further information will be provided closer to Child Protection Week.  
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“To catch the reader's attention, place an 

interesting sentence or quote from the story 

here.” 

Caption describing 

picture or graphic. 

 

Caption 

describing 

picture or 

graphic. 

Key to our Troubled  World 

Br David Hall FMS, in a brilliant and challenging Bishop’s In-service Day presentation to 
1000 staff at St Mary’s College from around our Diocesan schools, spoke to us about the im-
portance of Christian values in this, an increasingly secular (Godless) and consumeristic (about 
the ‘individual’ consumer) troubled world. Christianity, he believes presents an important counter-
cultural story, one that espouses relationships, loving others, forgiving others, living in peace and 
harmony with one another, and considering the least fortunate.  

He told of the consumer focussed and individualistic culture that has developed in our 
world. As an example, he used the Qantas advertisements that proclaim, ‘it’s all about you.’ He 
went on to tell a story, as reported in the Herald Sun, where an Australian corporate boss refused 
to wear economy class pyjamas, insisting on business class ones and that, if his request was not 
met, the plane must turn around so that he and his wife might disembark. Unfortunately for him, 
an Australian newspaper journalist happened to be on the plane to report his self-centred actions 
and the subsequent anger of all other passengers, towards him, for delaying the plane for some 
hours from LA to Sydney.   

Br David Hall spoke to us on the importance of the Christian message in our troubled 
world and how it could not be any more needed, today. He said that we are formed in God’s im-
age and likeness and yes, we are all individuals and loved in God’s eyes, but not so special to the 
detriment of every other person in society. Essentially, we are formed to be relational. It is in rela-
tionships that the world will flourish, people will be happiest, and the world will be more united. 

  
Loving God, may all members of the St Stephen’s School family embrace authentic relationships, so 

as to positively respond to our troubled world and enable God’s love and hope to permeate the 
lives of all those around us.    Amen.  

 
 

Feast Day of Mary MacKillop – 8th August 

I often wonder how courage works. I often marvel at people who can 
take physical risks or travel through dangerous countries alone. Too 
many “what if” scenarios would paralyse me. Yet when I look at the 
life of Mary MacKillop, I see a different courage in which all of us can 
share. In fact, many people we know live that type of courage on a 
daily basis.  
All of us have dreams and ideals but too often we are tempted to give 
up. Courage is not just keeping our dreams but also adapting them to 
new circumstances. Mary had that courage. Through rejection by her 
Church, problems within her own community, tragedy in her family, 
illness in her life, she carried on with her belief that simple, good edu-

cation into the love of God and basic skills could transform the life of the poor. By the time she 
died, she and her sisters had become a force for transformation across two countries.  

Most peoples’ dreams revolve around love and making life better for the people they love. 
Yet the circumstances of daily life seem to work against our ability to love. Illness, unemployment 
or too much work, the stresses of caring for different people or troublesome neighbours can un-
dermine the buoyancy of our hearts. It is then we need the courage of a Mary MacKillop which 
faces these cares squarely and continues the dream of love.  

 
Ever-loving God, your Holy Spirit inspires the dreams deep in my heart, especially the ones 

to love deeply my family.  May Mary MacKillop’s example inspire me us into the ways of faithful 
love, especially when life gets tough.  We ask this in Jesus’ name confident that you will hear us.  

        Sr Kym Harris osb  
 

APRE Message 
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On the Feast of Mary MacKillop, each class teacher gave an award to a child who continuously displays the values of 
Mary MacKillop in their daily lives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Year 6—Keira Quinn, Year 5—Indiana Cavendish, Year 4—Jacob Mahon, Year 3—Clare Croft,  
Year 2  - Elia Postle, Year 1—Caryl Wailan.  Prep—Oliver Drew Congratulations to these students!! 
 

Our Ping Pong competition continues at school in the lunch times.  It has been great fun!! Our jun-

ior finalists are Oliver Cameron and Jacob Mahon.  Our senior finalists are Thomas Croft and Isaac 

Mahon.  Staff have started their competition this week also.  The senior grand finalist will play the 

winning staff member.  The junior grand finalist will play Fr Thomas. Thank you for supporting this 

as we work toward helping Fr Thomas with his Mission of Mercy and Hope Charity. 

Upcoming Calendar Dates 

Assumption of Mary—Thursday 15 Aug 

Family Mass/Walk of History—18th Aug at 8:30am in Church—All are wel-

come to attend!! 

Mass will be followed by a sausage sizzle and morning tea.  This is a great 

way to give thanks to the contributions of pioneering parishioners who have 

helped shape St Stephen’s Parish to what it is today. Centenary books will be 

available for $10each. 

Father’s Day Breakfast  (7:30am) and Liturgy —led by Prep on Friday 30 

Aug at 9:00am—more information to come!! 

MacKillop Club Prayer Celebration—11th September at 2:30pm in MacKillop Hall. 

 
God Bless,  

Kristy Cameron  
 Acting APRE  
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Middle Leader 

NAPLAN Online in 2020 at St Stephen’s 
School 
NAPLAN assesses literacy and numeracy skills that students 
are learning through their regular school curriculum. All gov-
ernment and non-government education authorities have 
contributed to the development of NAPLAN materials.  
 
In 2020 year 3 and year 5 students will sit NAPLAN online.  
 
Feedback in the first year of NAPLAN Online showed that 
students engaged well with online  
assessments. One of the main benefits of NAPLAN Online is 
tailored (or adaptive) testing, where the  
test automatically adapts to a student’s test performance. 
The test presents questions of higher or lower complexity, 
depending on a student’s performance.  
 
Tailored (or adaptive) testing is designed to assess a wider range of student abilities and to measure  
student achievement more precisely. Your child should not be concerned if they find questions more  
challenging than usual; they may be taking a more complex test pathway. A student’s overall 
NAPLAN score is based on the number and complexity of questions they answer correctly.  
 
NAPLAN Online is not a test of keyboard skills.  
 
There are variations in how fast and well a student can type – just as there are variations in how fast 
and well a student can write by hand. Year 3 students will complete the writing test on paper. To get 
an idea of what the online assessment looks like, visit the public demonstration site at nap.edu.au 

. 

How can parents help their child prepare?  
 
Help your child prepare by reassuring them that NAPLAN is just one part of their school program, 
and by reminding them on the day to simply try their best. Teachers will ensure students are familiar 
with the types of questions in the tests and will provide appropriate support and guidance. Ensuring 
students are familiar with using devices, typing on them and navigating through programs are a part 
of student learning and a requirement of the Australian Curriculum from the first year at school. 
ACARA does not recommend excessive preparation for NAPLAN or the use of coaching providers.  
NAPLAN is about assessing learning progress in literacy and numeracy.  
 

How will St Stephen’s School prepare your child?  
 
Due to our school changing to NAPLAN Online in 2020, we are currently training and preparing our 
hardware and software to ensure we have a seamless transition. Our current year 2 and year 4 co-
horts will sit a practise test before the end of the year for the school to ensure our connectivity is suf-
ficient and our students are comfortable with the online testing format. 
 

Math Solution from last fortnight 
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Hearing Assessment Opportunity at School 

In Week 8 of this term we will be visited by a qualified Audiologist who will be available to 

conduct hearing assessments for our students here at school. Letters have already been 

sent out to parents of students for whom we strongly recommend have an assessment 

completed. There will be some spare appointments available if any other parents would 

like to have their child’s hearing tested. The hearing health of your child is vital in their ac-

cess to educational, social and emotional development. Even a mild hearing loss can mean 

that your child may be missing 25% of the speech that occurs in the classroom. Hearing 

loss (whether permanent or fluctuating) can also be linked to fatigue, disengagement in 

school and difficult friendship experiences. 

There is a cost of $77 for the Audiology test. This cost is quite reduced from the expected 

price of such a test. 

If you would like to have your child’s hearing assessed, please contact the School Office for 

the necessary forms. We will fill appointment times on a first in basis. 

 

Student Absentees 

If your Child is absent please notify the school office before 9am by either phoning, 

46931627 or emailing  pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au  

Are your details correct in our system? 

Is your information up to date? Don’t miss important messages and updates on events. 

Please email any changes or request a Family Particulars Update Form to  

pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Enrolments for 2020—Positions are filling quickly in Prep for 2020.  Please notify the office, 

if you are still to enrol your child. 

LST NEWS 

Important things to remember 
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 PE 

On Sunday 4th August, a team of students from travelled to Highfields to participate in the HDNA Jill 

Stockley Challenge. The students won 6 out of their 7 games and narrowly missed out on playing in the 

grand final match. They won their play off match and ended up placing 3rd out of 14 teams. Many thanks 

to our supporters for the day and to Mrs Jodie Ferguson for umpiring and coaching all day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Year 4,5 & 6 students participated in the Catholic School’s Netball and Touch Football Carnivals dur-

ing Catholic Education Week. The students showed great enthusiasm in all their games and their skills 

improved throughout the day. Thanks to the teachers for the many hours of training and organisation 

put into today and to the parents for cheering from the sidelines.  Special congratulations to the Senior 

Competitive Netball team for winning their division in conjunction with St Thomas More’s.  
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Good Luck to Ava Fitzpatrick this weekend at State Athletics Championships in Brisbane. 

A new set of Rugby League jerseys have been designed and delivered to St Stephen’s this 

term. Thanks to the generosity of Ray White Rural Pittsworth (James & Sally Croft), Mark 

Droney Real Estate, Lloyd and Clare Cronin and the Hintz Family, these jerseys are now 

ready for our students to represent St Stephen’s with pride. We look forward to showing 

them off soon.  
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Sick Bay   

Term 3 Kim McDonald 

School Banking   

Term 3 Rebecca Moebus 

P&F/School Board News  

We are currently seeking new members for the school board. The school board meets 
four times a year (once per term). One of the roles of the board is to discuss the school’s 
strategic plan and to look at policies and procedures set by Toowoomba Catholic School’s 
Office and the School. 

At the last board meeting, the members discussed the TCSO ‘Enrolment in Catholic 
Schools Policy’ and the St Stephen’s School Enrolment Procedure. Both of these are on 
the School’s website at http://www.pittsworth.catholic.edu.au/documents/
enrolment.html  If you would like to find out more information regarding joining the 
school board please contact Fiona Drew. 

P&F Meeting is on Thursday 15th August at 7pm.  Thank you for your agenda items.   

Only items on the agenda will be discussed at the meeting. 

St Stephens Church 110 Year Jubilee Mass will be held on the 

15 September 2019 at 8:30am.  

St Stephen’s Church—110 Year Jubilee 

Second Hand Uniforms  

We are seeking donations for the second hand clothing uniform pool. If you have 

anything to donate please drop items off at the office. Kym Norman is available 

Tuesday afternoons straight after school if you are wanting to purchase second 

hand clothing.  

School Uniform 

The current St Stephen’s spray jacket has become unavailable. We have sourced 

a new custom jacket from Condamine Clothing. These have been ordered and we 

will let you know when they arrive.  

Tuckshop Volunteers are needed for Term 4!!  

We ask you to consider volunteering in the tuckshop on Wednesdays from 9:30am

-11:30am.  Feel free to contact Leah Moore on 0428931586 if you require further 

details.  If you can not personally assist, you are welcome to volunteer a grandpar-

ent if they are available.  Your help is very much appreciated as it assists the tuck-

shop to function here at St Stephen’s School. 
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 2019 Important Dates For Your Diary  
14th August Music Celebration—Yr 3-6 2:30pm Mac Hall 

13th – 23rd August Premier’s Reading Challenge  Forms Due 23rd Aug 

15th August Assumption of Mary  Celebrated in classes 

16 August Choir in Brisbane 6:30am 

18th August School Family Mass – Walk of History  8:30am—Church 

19-23rd August Book Week 

Dress Up Day 

 

21st Aug 

20 August Year 1 Mass 9am—Church 

21 August Year 3 Celebration 2:30pm Mac Hall 

23 August Cricket—DD Country Trials Stanthorpe 

27 August Year 3 Mass Pam—Church 

28 August No celebration  

30 August Father’s Day Breakfast 7:30am/  Liturgy 9am MacKillop Hall—Prep 

1st September Father’s Day  

2nd September Prep Lodge Visit Beauaraba Living  

3 September Year 6 Mass 9am  - Church 

4 September Year 4/5 celebration Mac Hall 

10 September Year 4 Mass 9am—Church 

11 September Mac Club celebration Mac Hall 

13 September Gala Sports—Netball/Cricket TBC 

13th September Year 3 Lodge Mass Beauaraba Living  

15th September Patronal Celebration—Sunday Mass St Stephen’s Church 

17th September Year 5 Mass St Stephen’s Church 

18 September No Celebration  

17/18 September Parent/Teacher Interviews  

19th September End of Term Three  

20th September Pupil Free Day  

7th October Public Holiday  

8th October Term 4 Begins  

Tuckshop Roster  

Wednesday 21st August Anita Farrell 

Wednesday 28h August Masae Whitelaw 

Wednesday 4th September Lisa Gillam 

Wednesday 11th September Volunteer needed 

Wednesday 18th September Sharon Denning 

Tuckshop 



 10 

 



 11 

 

Last Tuesday morning the junior school travelled to the Empire’s Theatre in Toowoomba to 
view a performance of the much loved storybook Possum Magic. The Prep, Year One, Two 
and Three students all had an enjoyable morning and made the teachers very proud with 
their behaviour. The  performance was engaging and entertaining, with Hush providing lots 
of laughs for the children as she ate her way around Australia. There were lots of giggles 
with each of her burps, I suppose it is a lot of food for a small possum! The teachers would 
like to thank all of our parents and volunteers who made the special trip to help us. Adven-
tures like these are made much easier and more enjoyable with our community around us. 
Please enjoy a recount written by Year One student Annie Petersen about the excursion.  

Possum Magic  
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Book Week Dress Up 

Book Week is celebrated from August 17th –23rd.  As part of the Book Week celebrations, we are 

inviting students to come dressed as their favourite book character or a character to do with this 

year’s theme ‘Reading is my Secret Power’ on Wednesday August 21.  There will be a short parade 

in the morning where the whole school will join together in the sports hall to show off their cos-

tumes.  Students will have some special activities to complete during library sessions next week 

based around book nominations.  These activities will continue over a few weeks. 

                      

                          Book Club 

The latest Book Club catalog has gone 

home today. Orders and money are 

due by 30th August 

 

 

Premier’s Challenge—Reminder to 

return forms to school 

Forms are due back on Friday 23rd 

of August. 

 

St Stephens Sporting Items for Sale  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Stephen’s  water bottles and swimming caps are now available for purchase from the 

school office for $10 each. These items are for students who are representing St Stephen’s 

at sporting events.    



 13 

 

 

This Term has gotten off to a flying start! So far, we have visited the Empire Theatre to watch a produc-

tion of Possum Magic, had World of Maths visit us during Week of Inspirational Maths and author Re-

becca Johnson came to discuss her books and helped us write a story of our own for our library!  

 Rebecca Johnson with the Prep, Year 1 and Year 2 classes 

 

In Literacy we have discussed folktales, fairytales and fractured fairytales and their similarities. We have 

also explored and identified language that describes the main characters of the story. Students will 

begin to also look at persuasive language and select their favourite character within a text and justify 

their reasons why.  

In HASS we have been exploring maps, birds eye view and features of places. Students will be building a 

representation of our school playground, taking photos and discussing where and how things are locat-

ed in relation to one another. 

In Health, we are looking at what makes us unique, who are our friends, who is in our family and gaining 

an understanding that we can be similar, but not the same – we are all different and we should cele-

brate our uniqueness!  

In Religion, we are exploring the greatness of God and all that he created. This includes the Saints and 

what lessons we can learn from them to implement into our daily lives.  

In Maths we have been revising number facts, investigating chance and probability and will begin to re-

view data this week. Seeing that it was Week of Inspirational Maths last week, we discussed how Maths 

is more than just addition and subtraction and that it involves a lot of problem solving. We explored fin-

ger mazes and students created their own. We also spoke about how sometimes we see things differ-

ently to one another e.g. I flashed a set of dots up on the board and students had to explain in which 

order they viewed them and why. The responses varied greatly which fascinated us all!  

Year 2 News 
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 We are having another busy term here in year 3.  We travelled to Toowoomba last Tuesday to see 

Possum Magic at the Empire Theatre in Toowoomba. Thank you to the parents that came along and 

helped, and also to Mrs Witham who organised the trip for us. We had a fantastic time! The Sci-

ence unit on Space is keeping us all busy and there have been lots of questions and curiosity, espe-

cially about the moon. We have conducted experiments and acted out how we get day/night and 

years, as well as how perspective plays a role in science in regards to the size of an object. In 

Maths, we are continuing to be challenged by our Math Mash ups and are perfecting our rolling 

numbers ready for our Mathematics showcase day. In English we are learning about newspaper 

articles, their format, how they are written and why they are written.  

The year 3 students are also preparing for their performance at the music celebration this week 

and practising for Book Week Celebration, which they will be hosting on Wednesday 21st August. 

Enjoy the rest of the term! 

Year 3 News 
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PLEASE HELP AT THE PITTSWORTH SPRINTS 

Pittsworth Sprint Committee ‘donate’ $500 to our Parish annually for our services of cleaning up litter 

from the event site on Saturday 7th from 3:30 pm and Sunday 8th September from 2:00 pm.  We need 

helpers, ie, families, parishioners and friends to come along, bring your gardening gloves and we will 

give you a rubbish bag.  So you get to ‘exercise with aerobics’ while you help our Parish with some much 

needed fundraising.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Logan Anderson, Gabrielle Drew, Haylie Heinemann, Amelia Moore, Eliza Postle, Makayla Ahearn, 

Fletcher Simpson, Mitch  O’Connell, Tuff Collins, Clayton Fields. Absent— 

MONTH DATE EVENT 

August 15 
17 
  
18 
25 

Painting at church – expected to be completed 
Working Bee 9:00am to place furniture and fittings back into the 
church; and setting up for the Mass 
Mass with Blessing of Walk of History – 8:30 am in the Church 
Mass 8:30 am 

September 1 
7 
7 
8 
14 
15 
22 
29 

Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion 8:30am 
Vigil Mass 6:30 pm. 
Pittsworth Sprints – Clean-up - Church Fundraiser 3:30-5:00 pm 
Pittsworth Sprints – Clean-up - Church Fundraiser 2:00-5:00 pm 
Working Bee 9:00am to prepare and set-up for 110 year celebration 
Mass 110 year celebration of St. Stephen’s Church - 10:00 am 
Mass 8:30 am 
Mass 8:30 am 

October 6 
13 
20 
27 

Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion 8:30am Church 
Vigil Mass 6:30 pm. 
School family Mass 8:30 am – Patronal Celebrations – Silver Circle 
Draw 
Mass 8:30 am 

St. Stephen’s Parish Calendar and News 

Students of the Week 
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Department of Agriculture and Fisheries Excursion  

Year 4, 5 & 6 students had a very successful day at the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries 
Hermitage Research Facility in Warwick.  Many St Stephen's students received certificates and 
prizes at the Awards Day presentation. All students enjoyed the Ag Science Expo, their tour of the 
facility and their time in the Science Show Alley.  

And to top it off, St Stephen's School received the 2019 Most Outstanding Art in Agriculture 
Award. Well done to all teachers and students involved!! 

               Chaise, Charlotte, Sienna and Oliver with their awards 

Art in AgRiculTure Awards 

Year 4 Winner—Katelyn Moore. Highly Commended Chaise Dood and Ol;iver Cameron 

Year 5 Winner  - Sienna Anderson. Highly Commended Beau Stirling and Grace Song 

Year 6 Highly Commended—Charlotte Thomson  

“Pest Invaders” Plant Science Project  Awards 

Year 3-6 Highly Commended  Award—Charlotte Thomson 

 

              Students had the opportunity to meet  

                      ’TV Celebrity’ Ranger Stacey 


