
 1 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  ‘HAVE AN 
ATTITUDE 

OF 
GRATITUDE’ 

St Mary MacKillop  

Term 3 Week 7 Newsletter 

2 8 T H  A U G U S T  2 0 1 9  

Principal Message 

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300 683 390 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

• Mrs Fiona Drew 

• Mrs Suellen Dennis 

• Mrs Anna Lee 
 
School Councellor 
        
       Rebecca Holmes 
 

Pupil Free 
Day—

Friday 20th 
Sept 

Term 3 School Fees are now overdue.  

If you are having any difficulty paying these 
please contact the office. 

This week we welcome Peter Mulcahy to our school.  Peter is an Aboriginal artist 
who has worked with many schools to create story poles that are unique to each 
community and include local content and knowledge in each design. These art 
works, along with their localised stories and design, are a practical embodiment 
of the Catholic ethos of equality, respect and progressive rebuilding relationships 
between all Australians. The poles will be installed with the purpose to create a 
sacred space, as well as a quiet teaching, reading and reflective area for the St 
Stephen’s community.  
A very big thank you to the parents, staff and students who took the time to 
complete the RADII survey. This annual survey was sent out by Toowoomba 
Catholic Schools Office and is used by TCSO to respond to the needs of the fami-
lies. Your positive responses and concerns are very important to us, as it edu-
cates us where we need to focus our attention over the next year and how we 
can improve to make our school the best possible place for our students.   
 
We wish all our fathers, grandfathers and special men in our lives a very Happy 
Father’s Day this Sunday and we hope you can spend the day with your loved 
ones creating beautiful memories. We look forward to celebrating together as a 
school on Friday at the Father’s Day breakfast and liturgy.   
 
The St Stephen’s Parish will be raising funds at the Pittsworth Sprints on the 7th 
and 8th September and we need families to assist if possible. Litter collection 
after the Sprint event on Saturday 7th from 3.30pm and Sunday 8th September 
from 2.00pm. Please bring gloves!  
May God guide you gently through the week, 
Fiona Drew – Acting Principal  

 
Student Protection Survey 

This week parents will receive a letter with information about an upcoming Stu-
dent Protection Survey. The survey is intended to gather feedback on how well 
we are implementing our student protection processes. We would like all par-
ents to participate in the online survey, which is confidential and voluntary. Stu-
dents and staff will also be completing a survey.  
 
The survey is being administered by an independent research organisation, who 
will collate results and provide us with recommendations for improvement. We 
will give you more information soon about how and when you can access the 
survey online.  
Student safety is very important to us and we value the input of our school com-
munity. Please contact the office if you do not receive a letter by Week 8 or if you 
specifically do not wish your child to participate.  
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“To catch the reader's attention, place an 

interesting sentence or quote from the story 

here.” 

Caption describing 

picture or graphic. 

 

Caption 

describing 

picture or 

graphic. 

From the APRE 

Father’s Day Breakfast 7:30am and Liturgy 9am – 30th August 

Our Prep students will lead the Father’s Day Liturgy on 30th August.  Please ensure you have sent photos to Miss Barwick of 
your children and their father/grandfather so that they don’t miss out.  I wish all the dads of St Stephen’s School a “Happy 
Father’s Day”.  I hope you all have a wonderful day on Sunday with your families. 

Bravehearts’ White Balloon Day – Protecting Kids is everyone’s job!! – 6th September  

Bravehearts’ White Balloon Day is an annual day to raise awareness for the prevention of child assault.  To raise awareness 
to help PROTECT KIDS, all students are invited to wear some white (eg white shirt or white ribbon in hair etc) on Friday 6th of 
September.  No donation!! 

Daniel Morcombe Curriculum – 2nd Sept – 6th Sept 

In Week 8, as part of Child Protection Week, some of the Daniel Morcombe curriculum will be taught to your children with 
three key messages: Recognise, React and Report. The Recognise message encourages students to be aware of their sur-
roundings and to recognise warning clues. The React message helps students to consider choices that may keep them safe 
or help make them safe again as quickly as possible. The Report message encourages students to report unsafe incidents to 
an adult. 

Students are encouraged to share the resources they complete in class with their families to help keep parents informed 
about the content being discussed and to promote discussion about safety in the home. Parent Guides and important fact 
sheets for each of the phases are available online at https://education.qld.gov.au/curriculum/school-curriculum/daniel-
morcombe    The link in the previous letter was not accurate. 

Ping Pong Grand Final  

Junior finalists, Jacob Mahon and Oliver Cameron went head-to-head today in a nail-biting game of ping pong.  Senior final-
ists, Isaac Mahon and Thomas Croft also battled it out. We certainly have some fierce competition at St Stephen’s School.  
Our staff grand final was well supported and we are thankful that Fr 
Thomas could be with us for the finals also.  All money raised will go 
toward to Fr Thomas’ charity, Mission of Mercy and Hope.  Thank you 
once again for your continued support of our many fundraisers to help 
those less fortunate.  

Family Mass/ Walk of History 

Family Mass and the Walk of History on 18th August was a wonderful 
celebration.  Thank you to Fr Thomas for presiding at the Mass and to 
Miss Grace Twidale (with her band of helpers) and the choir for making 
the music so uplifting.   

 

        

 

 

APRE Message 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feducation.qld.gov.au%2Fcurriculum%2Fschool-curriculum%2Fdaniel-morcombe&data=02%7C01%7C%7C0deb27136039427f45ae08d7248bdeee%7C574bfdfd42444205b710168f5b0c580d%7C0%7C0%7C637018055461623328&sdata=
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feducation.qld.gov.au%2Fcurriculum%2Fschool-curriculum%2Fdaniel-morcombe&data=02%7C01%7C%7C0deb27136039427f45ae08d7248bdeee%7C574bfdfd42444205b710168f5b0c580d%7C0%7C0%7C637018055461623328&sdata=
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Upcoming calendar events   

Mary MacKillop Prayer Celebration – 11th September at 2:30pm.  All welcome to attend!! 

Lord Jesus, give us the courage to live always according to your value system even though it 
may be very costly.  Amen. 

God Bless, 

Kristy Cameron  -  Acting APRE 

 

NAPLAN Online Preparation in 2019 
 
How will St Stephen’s School prepare your 
child?  
Due to our school changing to NAPLAN Online in 2020, we 
are currently training and preparing our hardware and soft-
ware to ensure we have a seamless transition. Our current 
year 2 and year 4 cohorts will sit a practise test in September 
for the school to ensure our connectivity is sufficient and our 
students are comfortable with the online testing format. 
 

Family Math Challenge— The solution will be in the next 

newsletter.  Remember the process is important – not just the answer!!  Enjoy working together as a 

problem solving family.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kristy Cameron 

Middle Leader 

Middle Leader 
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This year, St Stephen’s School will be introducing new green and gold awards in addition to our 

current End of Year Awards.   

Gold awards will be for Year 4, 5 and 6 students only.  They are students who have excelled in 

all Learning Areas across the curriculum whilst upholding St Stephen’s Vision and Mission 

Green awards are for all year levels – Prep to Year 6.  They recognise one student from each 

year level who has had exceptional growth in the areas of Maths and English over the course of 

the year.  This student must have continually imitated the Vision of Mission of St Stephen’s 

School. 

 

Other awards given during our End of Year Ceremony will be as follows: 

 Ros Scotney Encouragement Award - open to a student from any year level who stands 
out amongst peers for the effort they always put into their school work. 

 Pat Weir Enthusiasm Award - in recognition of a year 6 student's valuable contribution 
and enthusiasm they have displayed towards all facets of school life. 

 Rotary Bursary - recognises a year 5 student who promotes a strong sense of community 
service within St Stephen's School, fosters goodwill and peace with both staff, parents and 
fellow students whilst also striving for success in all aspects of their school life. 

 Spirit of St Stephen School Award - recognises a year 5 student at the school who has 
shown qualities that align with St Stephen's School's Vision and Mission. 

 St Mary of the Cross MacKillop Award - recognises two Year 6 students who live the val-
ues of Mary MacKillop. 

 Father Ryan Sporting Achievement Award – recognises two students from year 4-6 only.  
These students have been selected in school regional/state teams such as Inner Downs, 
Darling Downs or Queensland teams in their chosen sports. 

 Lion's Citizenship Award – awarded to a Year 6 boy and girl who are good citizens of 
their school, unselfish and encouraging and are ready to do their best in all their school ac-
tivities. 

 DUX – Awarded to the Year 6 student who has the highest achievement in all areas of the 
curriculum. 

 

End of Year Awards 

PTO Interviews 

Parent Teacher Interviews are scheduled for Week 10.  Login details 

were sent home with students last week via email.  Please make 

sure you have  booked your interview times as soon as possible so 

teachers can plan accordingly.  
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Hearing Assessment Opportunity at School 

In Week 8 of this term we will be visited by a qualified Audiologist who will be available to 

conduct hearing assessments for our students here at school. Letters have already been 

sent out to parents of students for whom we strongly recommend have an assessment 

completed. There will be some spare appointments available if any other parents would 

like to have their child’s hearing tested. The hearing health of your child is vital in their ac-

cess to educational, social and emotional development. Even a mild hearing loss can mean 

that your child may be missing 25% of the speech that occurs in the classroom. Hearing 

loss (whether permanent or fluctuating) can also be linked to fatigue, disengagement in 

school and difficult friendship experiences. 

There is a cost of $77 for the Audiology test. This cost is quite reduced from the expected 

price of such a test. 

If you would like to have your child’s hearing assessed, please contact the School Office for 

the necessary forms. We will fill appointment times on a first in basis. 

 

Student Absentees 

If your Child is absent please notify the school office before 9am by either phoning, 

46931627 or emailing  pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au  

Are your details correct in our system? 

Is your information up to date? Don’t miss important messages and updates on events. 

Please email any changes or request a Family Particulars Update Form to  

pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Enrolments for 2020—Positions are filling quickly in Prep for 2020.  Please notify the office, 

if you are still to enrol your child. 

LST NEWS 

Important things to remember 
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 PE 

On the 15th and 16th of August, I was privileged to compete at the 

Queensland Track and Field Championships at world class QSAC stadium 

in Brisbane. If felt like a speck on that glorious Blue tartan track, com-

peting in the 800m and the Tetrathlon, 2 days inclusive of three 800m 

runs, long jump, shotput and 100m sprint. Day 1, I gave it ALL to reach my 

goal of making the individual 800m Final, running a huge PB in my heat 

and finishing top 8 in the State, as well as competing in Long Jump, shot-

put and the 100m components of the Tetrathlon. On Day 2, I won the 

Tetrathlon 800m, with another PB 2:33, to finish 11th overall in this event. 

As my time running for St Stephens comes to an end, I say to my fellow 

school mates, there are so many reasons to give it a go. I have loved run-

ning, it is surprisingly social I have met many friends and it can be done 

anywhere, EVERYONE can access the sport of running. It’s cheap for your 

parents, I run with some awesome local girls, do Park Run and my best 

trainer was made by my Dad, a tyre I tow to do Sprint run-throughs. You 

will learn to set goals, it’s exciting to race yourself and to each time get a 

little faster; and it’s also an opportunity to travel beyond our home town 

to see and learn positive attributes from focused athletes and to even 

sometimes learn how not to behave in sport. And if all that’s not convinc-

ing, if you get into sport, it’s more days off school, out of the classroom 

attending events. Finally, I’d like to greatly thank the St Stephens Cen-

tenary Committee for their very thoughtful and helpful Sport Bursary I 

received last year which covered my Team Fee for this event.  

 

 

 

Anna Saal—DD Netball 

Congratulations to Anna Saal who competed in the  

Darling Downs team at the Netball State Championships 
in Toowoomba recently. Anna was chosen to read the 

 player’s oath at the beginning of the day and had lots of 
court time as  

Centre! Darling Downs came 5th overall, however  

received a medal for 3rd place due to a three way tie for 
2nd. Anna was chosen as Most Valuable Player for her 
team, an award that is decided by the opposing team at 
the end of each game.  
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 Community 

Library  

Book Week was celebrated from August 17th –23rd with some fabulous activities in 

the Library.  Dress up day was so much fun on Wednesday 21st August. Thank you par-

ents for your efforts!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Premier’s Reading Challenge—Last call for students who have not yet handed in their 

Forms. Must in by this Friday 30th August 

Book Club Order’s—Due by this Friday 30th August 

                     Pittsworth - Millmerran 

                  Junior Cricket Club Sign On 

                           Club Pittsworth, Short Street. 

 All Girls team: Tuesday 17th September from 4pm-5pm 

          Wednesday 18th September from 4pm – 5pm  
     
5:30pm General Meeting – All welcome to attend.  
   

For more information – Wayne Gordon - 0408 069 483 
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Sick Bay   

Term 3 Kim McDonald 

School Banking   

Term 3 Rebecca Moebus 

P&F/School Board News  

We are currently seeking new members for the school board. The school board meets 
four times a year (once per term). One of the roles of the board is to discuss the school’s 
strategic plan and to look at policies and procedures set by Toowoomba Catholic School’s 
Office and the School. 

At the last board meeting, the members discussed the TCSO ‘Enrolment in Catholic 
Schools Policy’ and the St Stephen’s School Enrolment Procedure. Both of these are on 
the School’s website at http://www.pittsworth.catholic.edu.au/documents/
enrolment.html  If you would like to find out more information regarding joining the 
school board please contact Fiona Drew. 

St Stephens Church 110 Year Jubilee Mass will be held on the 

15 September 2019 at 8:30am.  

St Stephen’s Church—110 Year Jubilee 

Second Hand Uniforms  

We are seeking donations for the second hand clothing uniform pool. If you have 

anything to donate please drop items off at the office. Kym Norman is available 

Tuesday afternoons straight after school if you are wanting to purchase second 

hand clothing.  

School Uniform 

The new custom jacket from Condamine Clothing is now available for purchase.  

It was a very successful and enjoyable evening on Friday night at Club Pittsworth for the St 
Stephen's community. A total of $731.20 was raised from raffle ticket sales! Thanks to all who 
came along for dinner and bought raffle tickets. Thank you also the ticket sellers! The Thomp-
son family from Thomo's Pittsworth Meats  and Monica & Gary from Goodyear Auto Care also 
kindly donated prizes and we are very appreciative of your generosity!  

  

This money will go towards the cost of the Year 5 & 6 school camp in Term Four.  

Club Pittsworth Fundraiser 
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 2019 Important Dates For Your Diary  
28 August No celebration  

30 August Father’s Day Breakfast 7:30am/  Liturgy 9am MacKillop Hall—Prep 

1st September Father’s Day  

2nd September Prep Lodge Visit Beauaraba Living  

3 September Year 6 Mass 9am  - Church 

4 September Year 4/5 celebration Mac Hall 

6 September White Balloon Day—wear white No donation 

10 September Year 4 Mass 9am—Church 

11 September Mac Club celebration Mac Hall 

13 September Gala Sports—Netball/Cricket TBC 

13th September Year 3 Lodge Mass Beauaraba Living  

15th September Patronal Celebration—Sunday Mass St Stephen’s Church 

17th September Year 5 Mass St Stephen’s Church 

18 September No Celebration  

17/18 September Parent/Teacher Interviews  

19th September End of Term Three  

20th September Pupil Free Day  

7th October Public Holiday  

8th October Term 4 Begins  

9th October MacKillop Club Celebration 2:30pm Mac Hall 

Month of October World Mission Month 
Socktober—Crazy Sock Day 
 

 
11th October—Gold Coin 

14-16th October Year 5/6 Camp Cooby  

20th October Family Mass 8:30am—Church 

16th October Year 3 Celebration 2.30pm—Mac Hall 

21st October CTJ Day—Pupil Free Day  

25th October Day for Daniel—wear red  

21st-25th Oct Book Fair  

1st Nov All Saints Day Mass 9am—Church 

4th/5th Nov 
11th/12th Nov 
18th/19th Nov 
25th/27th Nov 

School Swimming  

11th Nov Remembrance Day Prayer Celebration—Yr 5/6 10:50am—Mac Hall 

20th Nov 2020 Prep Parent Info Night  

22nd Nov Pyjama Storytime Evening TBC 

26th Nov Instrumental Music Celebration 2pm—Mac Hall 

28th Nov Swimming Carnival Town Pool 

3rd Nov Transition Day P-6 

5th Nov Graduation Mass 
Graduation Dinner 

9am—Church 
6pm—Mac Hall—Year 6 only 

6th Nov End of Year Awards Ceremony/ Last Day of School 10am—Mac Hall 
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St Stephens Sporting Items for Sale  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Stephen’s  water bottles and swimming caps are now available for purchase from the 

school office for $10 each. These items are for students who are representing St Stephen’s 

at sporting events.    

Tuckshop Roster  

Wednesday 28h August Masae Whitelaw 

Wednesday 4th September Lisa Gillam 

Wednesday 11th September Lizzy King 

Wednesday 18th September Sharon Denning 

Tuckshop 

Tuckshop Volunteers are needed for Term 4!!  

We ask you to consider volunteering in the tuckshop on Wednesdays from 9:30am

-11:30am.  Feel free to contact Leah Moore on 0428931586 if you require further 

details.  If you can not personally assist, you are welcome to volunteer a grandpar-

ent if they are available.  Your help is very much appreciated as it assists the tuck-

shop to function here at St Stephen’s School. 
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Friday 16th August saw our senior choir excitedly board the bus for their trip to Brisbane 

to perform at Villanova College in the Catholic Schools Music Festival. While we had an 

early start, it paid dividends at the other end when we arrived at our destination with 

time to spare. We were able to orient ourselves with the school, have morning tea and 

locate where we needed to be at leisure. 

The choir performed very well, and I was pleased with their efforts. We gained a Silver 

Award, which was a wonderful achievement for our first time. The adjudicators gave us 

some great feedback, which gives us some ideas for improvement. The Festival was very 

well organised, and we were welcomed and encouraged.  

Then it was off to the Ekka! We managed some delightful free treats in the Woolworths 

Pavilion, then watched some pigs race. Our final stop was the show bag pavilion. After 

purchasing the desired show bags, we boarded the bus for the trip home. 

It was a fabulous day! Everyone was abuzz when we arrived back at school.  

Choir Trip to Brisbane 
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                   Kye Kemp, Tyson O'Rourke, Parker Gilmour, Sam Webster, Olivia Webster, Izabella Markey, 

                                                                        Henry Cochrane and Brodie Cameron. 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE HELP AT THE PITTSWORTH SPRINTS 

Pittsworth Sprint Committee ‘donate’ $500 to our Parish annually for our services of cleaning up 

litter from the event site on Saturday 7th from 3:30 pm and Sunday 8th September from 2:00 pm.  

We need helpers, ie, families, parishioners and friends to come along, bring your gardening gloves 

and we will give you a rubbish bag.  So you get to ‘exercise with aerobics’ while you help our Parish 

with some much needed fundraising.   

 

 

MONTH DATE EVENT 

September 1 
7 
7 
8 
14 
15 
22 
29 

Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion 8:30am 
Vigil Mass 6:30 pm. 
Pittsworth Sprints – Clean-up - Church Fundraiser 3:30-5:00 pm 
Pittsworth Sprints – Clean-up - Church Fundraiser 2:00-5:00 pm 
Working Bee 9:00am to prepare and set-up for 110 year celebration 
Mass 110 year celebration of St. Stephen’s Church - 10:00 am 
Mass 8:30 am 
Mass 8:30 am 

October 6 
13 
20 
27 

Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion 8:30am Church 
Vigil Mass 6:30 pm. 
School family Mass 8:30 am – Patronal Celebrations – Silver Circle 
Draw 
Mass 8:30 am 

Students of the Week 

St. Stephen’s Parish Calendar and News 
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Fire Safety Posters 

Last term, Year 4 were part of a competition 

related to fire safety. We had visits from  

Policeman Steve and Fireman Matt who  

explained the importance of fire safety to the 

children. After their informative session, the 

children were tasked with designing and  

creating a poster which reflected this information. Earlier this term, all students were 

 presented with certificates.  

Congratulations to Oliver, Sarah, Hayley and Matilda, whose posters were chosen to go 

onto the next level of the competition. 

We look forward to hearing the results for the next stage in October. 

Over the last few weeks in Year One we have been completing a Science and Technology unit called 
‘Spot the Difference’. It is a series of lessons with two main goals; to teach children about using their 
senses to observe, describe and record as a scientist would and to introduce them to the basic elements of 

physical and chemical change. To make it relevant an engaging, the unit is based around things the stu-
dents know well …. Food! 

We observed how heating and cooling can change foods we know; we observed how they change and  
made predictions about if they could be changed back. There were interesting art activities, design and 
make challenges and a few experiments.  
The students have thoroughly enjoyed this project and I am thrilled with their participation and develop-
ment of basic skills for ‘becoming a scientist’! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Some artwork created to explore            Archer and Sam designing            Kaley and Bodie melting 

 The properties of cooked spaghetti.         a structure using                                   chocolate in an 

                                                                          uncooked Spaghetti.                                experiment. 

Year 4 News 

Year 1 News 
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A Father’s Day Stall will be held in the MacKillop Hall Friday 30th August from midday. Students will 

have the opportunity to visit the stall in class groups and purchase items. 

 

This year, the St Stephen’s P&F have worked tirelessly to manufacture and erect a billboard for the 

school. This billboard will be placed on private land adjacent to the Gore Highway, Southbrook. 

Businesses are encouraged to purchase advertising space on this billboard, generating funding for 

the P&F and the school and students. We are now seeking occupants to advertise on this billboard. 

Based on a comparison to “Bishopp Signs”, we are asking $10000 a year or $1200 a month with a 

minimum 3 month contract. It would be appreciated if families could promote the billboard to any 

businesses within the wider community to contact Mel Smith who has been coordinating this for the 

P&F  

After much hard work and discussion, the billboard will soon be complete! The footings have been 

cemented by Moore Trailers and the posts will be erected shortly after. Thanks also to Bolts & Indus-

trial Supplies for their generosity. 

Many thanks to Scott and Telia Simpson and the P&F for all their hard work and to the volunteers 

who have given their time and talents throughout this process.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Father’s Day 

Billboard Update 
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Book Week Parade 
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