Term 3 Week 9 Newsletter
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Principal Message—Welcome to Week 9!

‘HAVE AN
ATTITUDE
OF
GRATITUDE’
St Mary MacKillop

Pupil Free
Day—
Friday 20th
Sept
Student Protection Resources for Parents:
For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188
Child Safety Services
You can make a report of
voice your concerns-

1300 683 390
SCHOOL STUDENT
PROTECTION CONTACTS

•Mrs Fiona Drew
•Mrs Suellen Dennis
•Mrs Anna Lee
School Councellor
Rebecca Holmes

This term, we welcomed Mrs Jennifer Fenn to the St Stephen’s community as our
new Guidance Counsellor. Jennifer has made a seamless transition in this role
and has established a great rapport with students. I encourage you to read Jennifer’s introduction in this newsletter as she explains her role within the school
and how she supports our students, families and staff. She will also be providing
articles in each newsletter that may be of interest to families. Students require
written referral to access guidance and counselling services at school. Forms are
available from your child’s Class Teacher, Deanne (Learning Support Teacher),
Jennifer or myself via email request. Most often referrals are made through the
Student Support Team at the school, parent consent is always requested before
any counselling or intervention occurs. Should you have any further questions or
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.
NAPLAN reports were sent home this week to Year 3 and 5 students. As a school
and diocese, we do use this information, alongside our reporting results, formative assessment items and informal assessments, to inform our planning and
teaching for students and classes. NAPLAN does not provide a complete picture
of a child’s learning and/or needs at a point in time, but it is of value as one part
of a child’s learning profile and supports our repertoire of tools to review and
refine teaching and learning for your child. This term we will be holding School
Readiness Training for our Year 2 and 4 students to ensure we are prepared for
NAPLAN online. This will involve the students completing a sample of the Reading, Writing, Numeracy and Language Conventions test questions.
Parent Teacher Interviews will be held in Week 10. If you have not made an appointment to meet with your class teacher, please contact the office for available
times.

It is hard to believe that the end of term is fast creeping up! Please remember
that the last day of term is Thursday 19th September.
We keep in our prayers the communities who have been battling bushfires
across the region and pray for them to receive strength to rebuild after such devastating circumstances. At the APRE network day on Tuesday, we began our day
with prayer with the theme of praying with the earth. We reflected on the light
in our own lives and how we have the ability to share it amongst others or hide it
from the world. May God guide you gently through the week,
Fiona Drew – Acting Principal

Term 3 School Fees are now overdue.
If you are having any difficulty paying these
please contact the office.
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APRE Message
Father’s Day
Our Prep students presented a beautiful liturgy for Father’s Day. Both the breakfast and the liturgy were well attended and I
trust that the special ‘dads ‘ and ‘grand-dads’ in our community had a wonderful Father's Day with their families.
Ping Pong Grand Final results
Junior winner—Jacob Mahon
Senior Winner—Thomas Croft
Staff winner—Mrs Olishlager
Congratulations to our winners. Thank you all for supporting Fr Thomas’ charity, Mission of Mercy and Hope—we have sent
$70 to this worthy charity!!
110 Years Jubilee Mass
This Sunday 15th September we will celebrate with the Parish—110 Years Jubilee Mass. Bishop Robert will be presiding
at the Mass and our students will be involved in the thanksgiving hymn and recessional hymn on this day. We welcome
everyone to join with us on Sunday at 10am.
Caption describing
picture or graphic.

Upcoming Dates for Term 4

Family Mass—20th October—SAVE THE DATE—followed by Patronal Celebrations at our school

Socktober—Please wear crazy socks on the 31st of October. Gold coin donation for Catholic Mission and MacKillop Club
are planning a ‘Rock your socks off’ dance party.
“To catch the reader's attention, place an

All Saint Day Whole School Mass—1st November 9am

interesting sentence or quote from the story
here.”

Graduation Mass—6th December—TBC

Bravehearts’ White Balloon Day – Protecting Kids is everyone’s job!!
Bravehearts’ White Balloon Day was celebrated last week to raise awareness to help PROTECT KIDS. St Stephen’s School was
a sea of white. Thank you for helping our community raise awareness of child safety. Protecting kids is everyone’s job!!

Let us pray.
Caption
Gracious and loving God, you have created your children in a unique and wonderful way and
describing
want us to grow into the special people you have called us to be.
picture or
May we receive the love and care that we need, may we feel safe and protected and may we feel
graphic.

valued and respected growing in harmony with those around us.
We ask this prayer through Jesus Christ, your Son.
Amen.

Happy Holidays
This is our final newsletter for Term 3. I wish you all a happy and safe holiday with your family. I look forward to seeing
everyone return in Term 4 refreshed and ready for a short, fast-paced term of fun, laughter and learning.

God Bless,
Kristy Cameron - Acting APRE
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Middle Leader
Last fortnight’s solution

Family Math Challenge—The solution will be in the next newsletter. Remember the process is important – not just the answer!! Enjoy working together as a problem solving family.

Happy Learning!!

Kristy Cameron
Middle Leader
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Introducing our new Guidance Counsellor
St Stephen’s would like to introduce their new Guidance Counsellor,
Ms Jennifer Fenn. Jennifer brings with her extensive experience working
with children and young people with mental health and behavioural
difficulties. Jennifer will be attending St Stephen’s one day a week,
alternating her days between Tuesdays on the even weeks and Thursdays
on the odd weeks. Jennifer can be contacted via email on
Jennifer.fenn@twb.catholic.edu.au or by phoning the school.

Jennifer will be working collaboratively with St Stephen’s School community
to promote and foster the achievement, participation, development, mental health and wellbeing of all
students, through the provision of a counselling service that enables student learning and quality
teaching. Some common concerns that are addressed in counselling include
emotional and behaviour regulation, peer relationship difficulties, low self-esteem and confidence, and
anxiety. In addition, where appropriate, Jennifer will provide an assessment service for students to
enhance positive student outcomes.
If you have concerns about your child’s social, emotional and learning development, then please speak to
your child’s teacher or to the School Principal in the first instance. Following this, if you would like to I
nitiate a referral for your child to the Guidance Counselling Service, then you will need to complete a
Parent Referral Form and return to St Stephen’s School. The forms can be obtained from the School.
Upon receiving the Parent and School Referral Forms, Jennifer will contact you to discuss your child’s
referral. Once your child is accessing the Guidance Counselling Service, Jennifer will set aside a time
during school hours on her visiting days to meet with your child. Frequency of appointments will be
determined by the individual needs of the student.
If you would like more information about the Guidance Counselling Service, then please feel free to
contact Jennifer, your child’s teacher or the School Principal.

PTO Interviews

Parent Teacher Interviews are scheduled for
Tuesday 17th September and Wednesday 18th September.
If you would still like to book an interview time please phone the
office before this Friday 13/09/2019.
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Indonesian
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After a term of Indonesian, all students are progressing their language skills
quite well. Prep have begun with greetings and numbers and will be moving to
colours. Years 1 and 2 have made some simple puppets to use for developing
conversational skills. Year 3 are learning vocabulary about their family
including occupations and the topic for Years 4/5 and 5/6 is description, in particular, about faces. Students are drawing faces and describing them in
accordance with a particular sentence structure, as well as listening to and
reading descriptions and then drawing them. Next term will see lessons
further develop these language skills, with Years 4/5 and 5/6 creating small
booklets which will include information in Indonesian with English translation.

Important things to remember
Student Absentees
f your Child is absent please notify the school office before 9am by either phoning,
46931627 or emailing pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au
Are your details correct in our system?
Is your information up to date? Don’t miss important messages and updates on events.
Please email any changes or request a Family Particulars Update Form to
pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au

Enrolments for 2020—Positions are filling quickly in Prep for 2020. Please notify the office,
if you are still to enrol your child.
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ART News

We have achieved greatly in Art lessons this term, with
many students receiving awards in the Art in Agriculture
Competition and gaining Most Outstanding School in Art.
All students have presented some or all of their work for
presentation and display. Students have been busy
learning new techniques such as blending colours not
only with paint but also with colour pencils and other mediums. Art elements of line, shape and colour have been evident and the year 3/4/5 students are using various mediums in one artwork and including acrylics. Year six students are using water colour to create eye catching scripture reflections.

Year two students
working on colour wash
backgrounds.

We are very proud of the way we use recycled items in the Art room. We use old phone books and
egg cartons as paint pallets which is a water saving strategy and this helps to save water and reuse
other materials, making us ‘Stewards of the Environment’.

Our Prep class enjoyed the Spring weather and took the opportunity to do some ‘fence painting’ in
week eight.
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PE
Congratulations to Bella Ostwald for receiving the Spirt of IQ (Interschool Queensland) Award for her contribution to interschool equestrian throughout 2019.
Spring Fair Aquathon – Saturday 19th October

As part of Fairholme College’s Spring Fair, they will be hosting an Aquathon on Saturday 19th October. Please
email pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au if you would like a registration form.
This event is before the DD Aquathon trials being held at Dalby on Friday 25 th October.
Laidley Country Netball Carnival – Saturday 19th October

Expressions of interest from students and parents are currently being invited to participate in a St Stephen’s team
at the Laidley Country Netball Carnival on Saturday 19th October. Please leave your name at the office or
email pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au by Friday 13th September.
Gore Highway Gala Day

The Gore Highway Gala Day will not be going ahead this term. Apologies for any inconvenience.

Swimming Information
Swimming is an important part of the curriculum and all children are expected to participate. In Term
4 we will commence our swimming block in Week 5 and this will run until our swimming carnival on
Thursday 28th November. Students will swim twice a week for 4 weeks (8 lessons in total).
Information from Belgravia Leisure:

If you utilise the Aquatic Centre often as a family, please consider purchasing a season pass - child/
family passes only. If your child has a season membership this will allow them to enter the pool free
of charge for school swimming (You will save $3 per lesson for 8 lessons). The cost for the instructors
will remain the same and you will be charged accordingly for this.

Community

SWIM CLUB NIGHTS
(Pittsworth Aquatic Centre – Yandilla St)

FRIDAY Nights starting 11th October 2019
5.45pm: Welcome (presentations) & Marshalling
6.00pm: Races Start
(Rotational Program: 400m/200m/IM/100m) + 12.5m, 25m & 50m)
Open to All ages – Both Competitive & Non-Competitive Swimmers
First 2 Free Come & Try nights with Registration to be paid through Swim Central by 3rd Club Night
More Information available at first club night or by contacting Catt: 0417 154 971
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P&F/School Board News
We are currently seeking new members for the school board. The school board meets
four times a year (once per term). One of the roles of the board is to discuss the school’s
strategic plan and to look at policies and procedures set by Toowoomba Catholic School’s
Office and the School.
At the last board meeting, the members discussed the TCSO ‘Enrolment in Catholic
Schools Policy’ and the St Stephen’s School Enrolment Procedure. Both of these are on
the School’s website at http://www.pittsworth.catholic.edu.au/documents/
enrolment.html If you would like to find out more information regarding joining the
school board please contact Fiona Drew.
Thanks Pittsworth Newsagency.
The P&F would like to thank Pittsworth Newsagency for their kind monetary donation.
The Pittsworth Newsagency make a pro-rata donation of their
sales back to the school.
Shopping locally helps the community and our school.

Sick Bay
Term 3

School Banking
Kim McDonald

Term 3

Rebecca Moebus

School Uniform
The new custom jacket from Condamine Clothing is now available for purchase.

St Stephen’s Church—110 Year Jubilee

St Stephen’s Church 110 Year Jubilee Mass will be held on the
15 September 2019 at 10am.
Second Hand Uniforms
We are seeking donations for the second hand clothing uniform pool. If you have
anything to donate please drop items off at the office. Kym Norman is available
Tuesday afternoons straight after school if you are wanting to purchase second
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Billboard
After four years in the pipeline St Stephen’s school now owns their own advertising billboard! Moore Trailers have completed
the final step in this process all free of charge. Initially Moore’s were donating their crane and Manitou forklift and charging for
labour however after all of their work, they have also donated over $4000 worth of labour. The men marked the footings, dug
them, provided the cement, assembled and stood the sign. The billboard has since been council approved and awaiting our St
Stephen’s plaque of ownership.

We are incredibly lucky to have the Moore’s as part of our community. Like many local events, their sponsorship was hugely
evident on the weekend at the Sprints. Leah, with many other St Stephen’s parents, was also operating the bar. She is present
at every voluntary event at the school. Thank you Shayne and Leah for your tremendous generosity.

In saying that, the P&F recognise that not everyone is in such a position to so readily volunteer and donate. Hence the reason
behind the billboard. We plan to continue the large fundraising events such as the chip van at the Pittsworth Show however for
future efforts the billboard will enable passive income without imposing on everyone’s precious time.

We have been very lucky to have obtained a 12 month lease from Lindenberg & Co for the Eastern side of the sign. Lindenbergs
have agreed to pay $9000 for the year. Without saying, this is such a generous payment and we thank them for their support.
Mel Smith has been very proactive in achieving this lease so thank you Mel for all of your efforts! James and Sally Croft, Ray
White Rural are kindly managing the lease.

After speaking to Mark Lindenberg, he revealed that 50% of the reason he signed with us was because the funds were being
returned to the community. I personally would like to support Lindenbergs more and plan to purchase fuel. They have no display of fuel prices however their price is comparitable to the other stations. Lindenbergs will reassess their sales at the end of
their lease so whether their increased sales are a result of the billboard or just the support of St Stephen’s families, they need
not know!
The billboard skin will be made and fitted by Matt and Jacinta Follington from Whatever Tarps & Upholstery at a hugely reduced price. There is some interest in the Western side of the billboard however this has not yet been confirmed and we would
appreciate the school community continuing to advertise the advertising billboard.

Thank you to everyone for supporting this idea and allowing hard earned P&F funds to be essentially gambled in such a way.
We are ecstatic that it has paid off! Now we will be able to purchase items such as more iPads and perhaps Mrs Adams brightly
coloured chairs for the prep room which she has been wanting for so long.

Many thanks and may we continue working together,
Telia Simpson and the P&F team.
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St Stephens Sporting Items for Sale

St Stephen’s water bottles and swimming caps are now available for purchase from the
school office for $10 each. These items are for students who are representing St Stephen’s
at sporting events.

Tuckshop

Tuckshop Volunteers are needed for Term 4!!
We ask you to consider volunteering in the tuckshop on Wednesdays from 9:30am
-11:30am. Feel free to contact Leah Moore on 0428931586 if you require further
details. If you can not personally assist, you are welcome to volunteer a grandparent if they are available. Your help is very much appreciated as it assists the tuckshop to function here at St Stephen’s School.

Tuckshop
Wednesday 11th September

Roster
Lizzy King

Wednesday 18th September

Sharon Denning
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Father’s Day Breakfast
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Students of the Week

Thomas Moore, Tyson Moore, Ava Fitzpatrick, Angela Robertson, Harry Strudwick, and Ben Dever

St. Stephen’s Parish Calendar and News

MONTH
September

October

DATE
14
15
22
29
6
13
20
27

EVENT
Working Bee 9:00am to prepare and set-up for 110 year celebration
Mass 110 year celebration of St. Stephen’s Church - 10:00 am
Mass 8:30 am
Mass 8:30 am
Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion 8:30am Church
Vigil Mass 6:30 pm.
School family Mass 8:30 am – Patronal Celebrations – Silver Circle
Draw
Mass 8:30 am
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2019 Important Dates For Your Diary
.

11 September

Mac Club celebration

Mac Hall

13th September

Year 3 Lodge Mass

Beauaraba Living

15th September

Jubilee Mass

St Stephen’s Church—8:30am

17th September

Year 5 Mass

St Stephen’s Church

18 September

No Celebration

16/17/18 Sept

Parent/Teacher Interviews

19th September

End of Term Three

20th September

Pupil Free Day

7th October

Public Holiday

8th October

Term 4 Begins

9th October

MacKillop Club Celebration

2:30pm Mac Hall

11th Oct

Soctober—Crazy Sock Day

Gold Coin donation

Month of October World Mission Month
14-16th October

Year 5/6 Camp Cooby

20th October

Family Mass

8:30am—Church

16th October

Year 3 Celebration

2.30pm—Mac Hall

21st October

CTJ Day—Pupil Free Day

22nd Oct
21st-25th Oct
25th October

Pyjama Storytime Evening
Book Fair
Day for Daniel—wear red

TBC

1st Nov

All Saints Day Mass

9am—Church

4th/5th Nov
11th/12th Nov
18th/19th Nov
25th/27th Nov
11th Nov

School Swimming

TBC

Remembrance Day Prayer Celebration—Yr 5/6

10:50am—Mac Hall

20th Nov

2020 Prep Parent Info Night

26th Nov

Instrumental Music Celebration

2pm—Mac Hall

28th Nov

Swimming Carnival

Town Pool

3rd Dec

Transition Day

P-6

5th Dec

Graduation Mass
Graduation Dinner
End of Year Awards Ceremony/ Last Day of School

9am—Church
6pm—Mac Hall—Year 6 only
10am—Mac Hall

6th Dec

No Donation
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YEAR 4,5,6 VISIT WITH MR PAT WEIR MP

On Tuesday the 10th of September, students in Years 4, 5 and 6 were visited by a local Member of
Parliament – Mr Pat Weir. Mr Weir is the MP for our local electorate of Condamine.
Students enjoyed hearing Mr Weir speak about current bills he is involved in making amendments
to, the ins and outs of parliament and his role in parliament. They particularly enjoyed hearing
about Mr Weir’s role as a temporary speaker on occasions during parliamentary hearings and
asking him questions about what happens when it gets a bit ‘rowdy’ during session.

Students and teachers valued this learning experience and were grateful for the opportunity to
speak to a real-life politician.

We will be starting a lunchtime gardening club with Mrs Drew and Mrs Norman.
Currently we have our vegetable garden in Prep and we have started planting in our
plot in the community garden beside the sports shed.
If any families would like to donate any unwanted seedling kits they may receive
from the Woolworths Discovery Garden promotion, we would greatly appreciate it!
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