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‘Listen for 
God’s call’ 
St Mary MacKillop  

Term 4 Week 3 Newsletter 

2 3 R D  O C T O B E R  2 0 1 9  

Principal Message 

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300 683 390 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

• Mrs Fiona Drew 

• Mrs Suellen Dennis 

• Mrs Anna Lee 
 
School Councellor 
        
       Rebecca Holmes 
 

School  
Office 
 Hours 

8am-3.30pm 

 

Term 4 Fees have been emailed out.  

Payment is due by 12/11/2019.  

Please contact the Office if you have not received the email. 

Welcome to Week 3! We have had several school and community events recently and it has been 

so wonderful to see the high attendance of families at these occasions. The sense of community 

is really alive and plays such an important role in the culture of St Stephens.   

Thanks to all the families who have been able to attend our Read with Me event, Patronal Cele-

brations and Pyjama Story time evening. Thanks must also go to the staff who have given up so 

much of their time to organise these events and for making them so enjoyable! 

CTJ Day – The teachers spent the Pupil Free Day on Monday at Sacred Heart, along with two  

other schools, where we spent the day showcasing our Lighthouse Numeracy Project and all the 

wonderful mathematic routines and practices we have in the classrooms. We also learnt about 

the Positive Behaviour for Learning (PB4L) program and STEM initiatives that are taking place in 

other schools in Toowoomba Catholic Education. To be able to share this is a great opportunity to 

celebrate and affirm the wonderful work that is going on at St Stephen’s and across the diocese.   

World Teacher’s Day – This Friday is an opportunity to celebrate and thank our wonderful 

 teachers at St Stephen’s. Year 2 will lead us in a prayer celebration this afternoon. Teachers play 

such an important role in shaping the next generation and the extra work and time they put into 

the students and their role is often gone unnoticed. We are so lucky to have such a dedicated 

group of teachers! 

Art Show & Disco – We look forward to another event for our school next week at the Art Show 

and Disco. Students from Prep – Year 6 are invited to come and boogie the night away at the 

 disco whilst the parents have an opportunity to attend our Art Show in MacKillop Hall.  

P&F Meeting – A reminder the P&F meeting will be held Thursday 24th October at 7.30pm in the 

Staff Room. Everyone is welcome to attend.  

School Uniform – A reminder to all families that the school uniform is to be worn correctly each 

day by the students. If students are not wearing the correct uniform, a note is expected to be 

written or added in the school diary, so the teachers are aware of the reason. We appreciate your 

support in this matter.  

DATE CLAIMER – This year, the Christmas celebration will be a Carols by Candlelight evening held 

at the school, on the grounds between the Prep building and the tuckshop. Further information 

will be sent out closer to the date, however, please keep Monday 25th November free in your 

diaries for this event!  

 

May God guide you gently through the week,  

Fiona Drew 

Acting Principal  
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“To catch the reader's attention, place an 

interesting sentence or quote from the story 

here.” 

Caption describing 

picture or graphic. 

 

Caption 

describing 

picture or 

graphic. 

Talent Show – MacKillop Club 

MacKillop Club’s talent show starts next week.  Each entrant will 

be given their chance to perform for their friends and teachers 

in lunch hours. Parents are welcome to come along and watch.  

In the past, it has been highly entertaining!! 

 

 

Day for Daniel—25th of October 

On Friday, students and staff are invited to wear red to par-

ticipate in Day for Daniel.  The Day for Daniel is a National 

Day of Action to raise awareness of child safety, protection 

and harm prevention.  The MacKillop Club will run a Lap-a-

thon in the afternoon as part of our awareness day.  Par-

ents are welcome to come and join in at 2:15pm.  No dona-

tion required from students!! 

 

Family Mass—Thank you!! 

Thank you to all families who attended Family Mass and our Patronal Celebrations last weekend.  It 
was certainly lots of fun celebrating our Patron Saint, St Stephen. 

 

 

 

APRE Message 

Crazy Hair Fun with Mrs Conway 

and Year 5/6 

Congratulations Anastazia on receiving 

the Sacraments of First Holy Communion 

and Confirmation.   

Congratulations Henry on receiving your 

First Holy Communion. 
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World Teacher’s Day 

Everyday, our teachers are making a positive 

difference - creating opportunities for their stu-

dents, empowering minds of young people and 

proudly teaching our state's future leaders, inno-

vators and influencers. World Teachers' Day is a 

wonderful opportunity to celebrate and thank our 

wonderful, hardworking teachers for the im-

portant role they play at St Stephen’s School - in-

side our classrooms and out in the community. 

In 2019, we celebrate World Teachers’ Day on Friday, 25 October. This year the theme is, 'Young Teach-
ers: The future of the Profession'. Year 2 led a special Prayer Celebration for our teachers this afternoon 
in the MacKillop Hall but please don’t forget to thank our teachers on Friday!! 

 

Reminder: Socktober Fundraiser 

To support Catholic Mission’s work in 
Ghana, students will be able to wear 
crazy socks on the 31st of October.   If 
your child wishes to participate in 
Socktober, they will need to bring a 
gold coin and wear some crazy socks. 
We also have a “Rock your socks off” 
dance party planned for the 
lunchtime.  

 

Upcoming Events 

Year 4/5 Celebration—30th Oct in Mac Hall 2:30pm 

Socktober—Catholic Mission Fundraiser—Gold Coin Donation on 31st of October and wear Crazy Socks 

All Saints Day Whole School Mass—1st November at 9am in Church—led by Year 5 

Year 4 Mass—5th Nov at 9am in Church 

Year 1 Celebration—6th Nov in Mac Hall 2:30pm 

 

God Bless, 

Kristy Cameron 

Acting APRE 
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Feast Day Celebrations 
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Don’t forget lunchtime gardening club with Mrs Drew and Mrs Norman,  

Mondays and Fridays. 

 

Currently we have our vegetable garden in Prep and we have started planting in our plot  

in the community garden beside the sports shed. 

 

 

School Office Hours -  8.00am— 3.30pm 

Student Absentees 

If your Child is absent please notify the school office before 9am by either phoning, 

46931627 or emailing  pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au  

Are your details correct in our system? 

Is your information up to date? Don’t miss important messages and updates on events. 

Please email any changes or request a Family Particulars Update Form to  

pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Enrolments for 2020—Positions are filling quickly in Prep for 2020.  Please spread the word 

amongst the community. Notify the office, if you are still to enrol your child. 

 

Important things to remember 
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           On Monday the 14th of October, Years 5 and 6 headed off to 

Camp Cooby - preparing themselves for loads of fun. Over the 3 days, 

the two classes learnt leadership skills and how to work as a team.  

They completed multiple drills that improved their relationships with 

one another. As soon everyone arrived, they became eager to get  

started and enjoy themselves.  

The first night was extremely hectic as students found it difficult to 

settle down due to their excitement. Activities commencing in Day Two 

was a major step up from the previous day. Throughout the day, both 

classes had to build up their trust with one another doing activities 

such as rock climbing, milk crate stacking, the leap of faith and more 

exciting things that got their adrenalin running.  

 

Some favourite activities were the giant waterslide and 

the night events where they dealt with new experiences, 

as well as learning how to stay safe and survive in the 

bush. The classes even got to make and eat damper!  

The final hours before leaving were tough and really  

tested the team’s abilities. They participated in activities 

such as making catapults and building bridges - which 

down the track helped them to fling flour bombs at the 

opponent’s team accurately. Overall, the two classes really enjoyed the opportunity to go to Camp 

Cooby and hope that they will be able to return there sometime in the future. 

 

By Charlotte T, Chloe T and Tom C – Year 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5/6 Camp 
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This term in our Religious Education 
we are working on a project titled  

‘Our Senses Are A Gift From God’. 
We have participated in 

investigations and fun activities in 
which we used some of our senses  

but were not allowed to use others!  
We have played ‘Can you guess that 
noise? It was a very tricky challenge to 
cross the Prep obstacle course while 
we were blindfolded, and we all loved  
 

the adventure of ‘what is Mrs Witham feeding me?” The students 
have learned that when you have lost one sense, the others become 
much more important to you. This led to great discussions and 
 learning about those people around us who may be without one of 
their senses and how life is different for them and everyday events 
may be more challenging. This will lead into teachings in 
 understanding, respect for the dignity of all people and compassion 
for all which are key to our Mission Month.  
We will be adding our display to the library hallway for you to come 
and see some more photos and our work.  
What a great start to the term we have had, we are all looking for-
ward to a fabulous Term 4.  
 

Mrs Witham �   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 news 
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Sick Bay   

Term 3 Rebecca Moebus 

School Banking   

Term 3 Hollie Fitzpatrick 

P&F/School Board News  

We are currently seeking new members for the school board. The school board meets 
four times a year (once per term). One of the roles of the board is to discuss the school’s 
strategic plan and to look at policies and procedures set by Toowoomba Catholic School’s 
Office and the School. 

At the last board meeting, the members discussed the TCSO ‘Enrolment in Catholic 
Schools Policy’ and the St Stephen’s School Enrolment Procedure. Both of these are on 
the School’s website at http://www.pittsworth.catholic.edu.au/documents/
enrolment.html  If you would like to find out more information regarding joining the 
school board please contact Fiona Drew. 

The next P&F meeting is on Thursday 24th October 7.30pm 

The P&F AGM is Thursday 28th November 7.00pm 

The next Board meeting is on Thursday 21st November 5.30pm 

Second Hand Uniforms  

We are seeking donations for the second hand clothing uniform pool. If you have 

anything to donate please drop items off at the office. Kym Norman is available 

Tuesday afternoons straight after school if you are wanting to purchase second 

hand clothing.  

School Uniform 

The new custom jacket from Condamine Clothing is now available for purchase.  

Tuckshop 

Tuckshop Roster  

Wednesday 30th October Ben Cameron 

Wednesday 6th November (Leah away) Bec Moebus & Sharon Denning 

Wednesday 13th November  Emily Leahy 

Wednesday 20th November Karen Manole 

Wednesday 27th November Megan Neylons 

Wednesday 4th December Lizzy King 
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Oliver Cameron, Matilda Arthur, Charlie O’Dempsey, Chloe Bligh, Talitha Schultz 

 

 

Student of the Week 
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 All the best to Ava Fitzpatrick and Ellie Denning on Friday as they compete at DD 
Aquathon Trials. 

Swimming is an important part of the curriculum and all children are expected to 

participate.  In Term 4 we will commence our swimming block in Week 5.  

 Monday 4th November, Tuesday 5th November 

Monday 11th November, Tuesday 12th November 

Monday 18th November, Tuesday 19th November 

Monday 25th November, Wednesday 27th November 

Swimming Carnival - Thursday 28th November 

Time slots for swimming 

Prep/Year 1 - 12:30-1pm 

Year 4/5/6 - 1:00-1:45pm 

Year 2/3 - 1:45-2:30pm 

Please ensure on these days you pack an extra snack in their lunchboxes as they will 
be very hungry after swimming. Children are not to wear swimmers to school in the 
morning.  

Please ensure your child has an easy to carry swimming bag with the following items: 

• swimmers and rash vest 

• goggles 

• swimming cap (school swim caps available at office) 

• thongs/crocs/sandals (only for Prep and Year 1 children) 

 

Swimming Fees will be email shortly. Payment must be made prior to the lessons 
commencing  or else your child will not be able to participate.  

St Stephens Sporting Items for Sale  

 

St Stephen's  

water bottles $5 and swimming caps $10  

 are available for purchase from the school office. 

     Swimming Information 

     Sport News 
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The 8th Ecumenical Memorial Service 

Saturday 26th October 6.30pm at the Pittsworth Cemetery 

It is a short, meaningful  service led by Fr Rod MacGinley.  

There will be a slide show and anyone wishing to have photos of their loved one/s dis-

played please ring Ann Thompson—0437343534 ASAP 

Please bring chair, warm wrap, candle, plate of food & drinks to share after the 

 service. Tea & coffee will be provided. 

Those wishing to place a plaque on the memorial site garden may do so. 

In the event of wet weather the service will be held in the MacKillop Hall. 

 

 

St. Stephen’s Parish Calendar and News 

MONTH DATE EVENT 

October 27 Mass 8:30 am 

Toowoomba Regional Council Free Movie Night 
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Guidance Counsellor Notices 
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Prep News 



 14 

 

  

 

 

 

 

2019 Important Dates For Your Diary  

Month of October World Mission Month  

21st-25th Oct Book Fair 5-6pm 

25th October Day for Daniel—wear red 

World Teacher’s Day 

No Donation 

Thank a teacher!! 

30th October Year 4/5 Prayer Celebration 2:30pm in Mac Hall 

31st Oct Socktober—Crazy Sock Day 

“Rock your socks off” dance party 

Gold Coin donation 

Lunchtime 

1st Nov All Saints Day Whole School Mass 

Art show/Disco 

9am—Church 

TBC 

4th/5th Nov 

11th/12th Nov 

18th/19th Nov 

25th/27th Nov 

School Swimming TBC 

5th Nov Year 4 Mass Church at 9am 

6th Nov Year 1  Prayer Celebration 2:30pm in Mac Hall 

11th Nov Remembrance Day Prayer Celebration—Yr 5/6 10:45am—Mac Hall 

12th Nov Prep/Year 6 Mass 9am at Church 

15th Nov Cricket Australia Visit All classes 

18th Nov Year 5 Leadership Retreat Warwick—TBC 

19th Nov 

 

2020 Prep Parent Info Night 

Year 3 Mass 

Prep Celebration 

Prep classroom 

9am—Church 

2.30pm in Mac Hall 

26th Nov Instrumental Music Celebration 2pm 

Year 2 Mass 

Christmas Carols 

2pm—Mac Hall 

9am at church 

TBC 

28th Nov Swimming Carnival Town Pool 

3rd Dec Transition Day P-6 

5th Dec Graduation Mass—Whole School Mass 

Graduation Dinner 

9am—Church—All welcome!! 

6pm—Mac Hall—Year 6 only 

6th Dec End of Year Awards Ceremony/ Last Day of School Year 10am—Mac Hall—All Welcome! 
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   Wear Red on 25th October for Daniel 
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