Term 1 Week 9 Newsletter
25TH MARCH 2020
Principal Message
I thank you for your understanding, vigilance and patience as we navigate the ever-changing
landscape this year has been. As we continue to respond to government information as well as expert
advice, our planning for a range of contingencies are progressing to ensure the well being of our staff,
students and parents and the learning opportunities for students remain our top priority. Teaching
staff will spend the pupil free day on Friday to finalise how student learning can continue in a variety
of different conditions.

“We have
much for
which to be
THANKFUL”.
St. Mary of the Cross
Mackillop

Term 1 School fees
are over due.
Please contact the
School Office on
46 931627 with any
questions in regards
to these.

The announcement by the Prime Minister that schools will remain open means that staff will continue
as normal at this time. Parents who are choosing to keep children at home for the remainder of Term
One are responsible for their supervision.
While there are many factors beyond our immediate control, individually we can take steps to protect
and enhance our mental health and wellbeing. Managing our stress levels, maintaining positive social
interactions and asking for help when needed are all helpful actions to support our wellbeing. Each of
us practices self-care in a way that works for us. It might include maintaining a healthy lifestyle by
eating well, monitoring alcohol use, and getting enough sleep and exercise. Other strategies which
you might find helpful in managing stress are:
• Monitor your stress levels – recognise your own signs of stress and identify situations you find
difficult, so you can be proactive about managing stress during these times.
• Learn how to manage stress in positive ways – such as through exercise, relaxation, breathing, yoga,
positive self-talk.
• Be aware of your thinking habits – challenge negative or unhelpful thoughts.

Student Protection Resources for Parents:
For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188
Child Safety Services
You can make a report of
voice your concerns-

1300 683 390
SCHOOL STUDENT
PROTECTION CONTACTS

•Mrs Fiona Drew
•Mrs Suellen Dennis
•Mrs Anna Lee
School Counsellor
Jennifer Fenn

School Office Hours
8.15am—3.30pm

• Schedule ‘time out’ for yourself – pursue your hobbies or interests.
• Connect – foster and maintain your personal relationships. A sense of belonging and connection is
important for your wellbeing.
• Relax – learn and use breathing techniques, progressive relaxation, visualisations or meditation to
consciously relax your mind and body. Practice mindfulness by focusing your awareness on the
present moment.
• Be mindful and self-aware – focus on how you are feeling and how you act, and the impact that can
have on your colleagues and your students. Be supportive of others without passing judgement. •
Consider making specific times or days of the week for activities which support your wellbeing, so
they become routine and are less likely to drop off at times of increased work demands or other
competing priorities.
• Reflect – find a mentor through your workplace or professional networks to help you grow
professionally. Take time to engage in reflective practices about your work and professional
development.
• Prayer – make time for regular prayer and observance of religious beliefs and maintain our
relationships and links with others who share these beliefs.
Beyond Blue has some great ideas for looking after your mental health during COVID19. The Be You
website provides information on wellbeing tools and how to practice mindfulness, which can help
with stress management. The Beyond Blue website provides more information on how to look after
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Principals message cont.’
your mental health during the coronavirus outbreak. Sometimes having some ideas about supporting our own children can
ease our worries.
Parent Teacher interviews began for parents of Year 1 students this week, and the rest of the teachers will hold their
interviews via phone in Week 10. Although the change of style of interview, these discussions are an opportunity to discuss
your child’s progress and are an essential link between school and home.
The 2020 NAPLAN assessment, for both paper and online modes, will not proceed in 2020 due to the impact of
COVID-19.This decision has been taken to highlight the importance of continuity of education services and the wellbeing of
students and staff throughout the response to COVID-19. This will assist school leaders, teachers and support staff to
prepare for what may happen in the future, including the potential for online and remote learning.
Although much training and organisation had gone into the set up for our online NAPLAN testing this year, it is important
to keep our staff and students as priority in these extenuating circumstances.
It is with great pleasure; I announce that Mrs Janine Butlin will return as Principal in Term 2. I will return to my role as APRE
and class teacher and thank all the community for their support and patience with me during my time as Acting Principal.
We also look forward to welcoming Mrs Allana Adams back in our Prep Classroom Term 2. Many thanks to Mrs Gina Lawrie
and Mrs Michelle Arnold for working with Mrs Kristy Cameron in the Year 2 classroom.
A reminder to all families of the following student free days - Thursday 26th March -Toowoomba Show Holiday, Friday 27th
March & Friday 3rd April – Pupil Free Days.
Please note - the visit from Mrs Sharon Collins, Principal of St Savior's College on Monday 30th March has been
postponed. Parents will be notified when another date has been set. We apologie for any inconvenience.
During this time of Easter preparation, I wish every family a holy and safe break.
May God guide you gently through the week,
Fiona Drew

Students of the Week

Drew Whitham, Evelyn Krieg, Winston Polzin (Kaley Laherty—Absent)
Brodie Cameron, Archer Petersen, Savannah Field & Georgia Lewis
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APRE News
Easter Raffle
The Easter Raffle was drawn this afternoon. The MacKillop Club were able to make up 51 prizes for the raffle! This could not
have been done without the generosity of our families. Thank you! A total of $345 was raised from the ticket sales.
Another $348.75 was also collected from classrooms and
the Year 5 Zooper Dooper sales.
Congratulations to our prize winners!
Thank you to everyone you generously donated this
term. Your contribution of prayers and money will go
towards helping some of the most vulnerable people
throughout the world.
Easter Liturgies
Due to our inability to host masses at St Stephen’s
church, students spent time this week in classrooms participating in a Reconciliation prayer ritual. During the season of Lent, it is important to take time to reflect on how
we live our lives; on how we treat others by our actions
and words.
Students will also move in class groups around the school next Thursday afternoon for the Stations of the Cross.
COVID-19 Response & Resources
During this extraordinary time not just for our country, but the world, Toowoomba Catholic Diocese of Toowoomba are
gathering resources for our diocese to allow the faithful to continue to pray and worship in their own space. The
coronavirus pandemic has disrupted every facet of our lives, it is important to be part of the effort to contain and stop the
spread of this deadly virus. It is also important to continue to pray - pray for everyone. https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/
coronavirus-response-resources/?fbclid=IwAR27F4wr2sfufMtD-KqIt37UIf1Z8s5eVRKsLBDNWMQ2seLkqYngM8Eu374
Harmony Day
St Stephen's turned orange today to celebrate Harmony Week 2020! Harmony Week is about inclusiveness, respect and
belonging for all Australians, regardless of cultural or linguistic background, united by a set of core Australian values. Thank
you to all the staff and students who wore something orange to raise awareness for this important day. National Day of
Action against Bullying and Violence was postponed and another date will be set later in the year.
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From the Middle Leader
With the uncertainty of future school closures, I have put together some tips and resources that you could use at home with
your children. The wonderful teachers at St Stephen’s School have begun plans to enable learning to continue at home.
Generally this will not be in the form of online learning or skype sessions as we are aware that not all homes have enough
devices or internet connectivity to allow for this to take place successfully.
We will produce learning packages for students to complete at home (mainly reading,
writing and numeracy) in addition to our subscriptions to Reading Eggs and Mathletics.
Assignments on both Reading Eggs and Mathletics will be set regularly by classroom
teachers. Additionally, some teachers have added their class to StudyLadder and others are
utilising Spelling City. Year 4-6 can also continue their Science lessons through StileApp.
We ask parents to check that their children have a copy of usernames and passwords for
Reading Eggs (P-6), Mathletics (Yr1-6), StileApp (Yr4-6) and StudyLadder (if it is applicable to
your child’s class). This will be essential for learning to continue at home. Trudi has
saved these links on the library catalogue so you can access all the tools from one spot.
Your children can also access ebooks and eAudiobooks through Wheelers on the library
catalogue.
Last week, you should have all received a test email from your child’s classroom teacher.
This will be an essential form of communication if the school closes. Teachers will send
updates to help children stay on track with their learning at home. Please notify the
school if you did not receive this test email as we might have an incorrect
email address for you in our new system.
This week your child was able to access multiple books from the library so they have
ample reading material for the coming weeks. Children can also access books online
through Reading Eggs, Vooks and Storyline Online. Reading eggs is the best for
comprehension questions following the text but the other two online resources are
enjoyable and will help mix it up a little bit.
If school closures do happen, we suggest parents:
Read each day with their children
Offer opportunities to do some free writing – they could keep a diary or if they would prefer
they could draw and write a comic – Pobble 365 gives great stimulus for writing
Practical hands on Maths – cooking, cleaning, math games, lego, cutting, play-dough etc
Physical exercise every day
Some art and music where possible – creative time
www.bravaartpress.com
Brava Art Press is a FREE art education resource for teachers, students and individuals. There are some very good resources here using recyclable material everyone
will have at home.
Lots of imaginative free play
Movie time
Chores – put your children to good use – practical life skills like tying shoelaces, cleaning and mowing the lawn are all
great things to teach
Keep a regular bedtime
Keep a routine in your house – timetable learning time and free time
Keep a balance of how much News on the CoronaVirus is shared with your children during this time
Remember: You are doing enough. You are loving your kids and supporting them through a difficult time. Look after
yourself. Minimising stress is absolutely vital in a time like this for mental health. Don’t let this be something that stresses
you.
God Bless you all during this difficult time,
Kristy Cameron
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Sport News
Inner Downs Netball Representatives
Congratulations to the following players who were
selected into the Inner Downs Netball Team.
Indiana Cavendish and Gabrielle Drew, under 11s
and Anna Saal and Bella Ostwald, Under 12s.

Cancellation of all Representative School Sport
As our response to COVID-19 is all about containment, a decision has been
made to cancel:
·
the representative school sport program which includes district, regional,
state, national, interstate and international competitions
·
Queensland School Sport team participation in any national, interstate or
international events organised across Australia or internationally.
This decision is effective as of 17 March 2020 and will continue until further
advice.
No further zone/district and regional trials will be held effective 17 March and will
continue until further advice.
St. Stephens Cross Country
Congratulations to McKillop on winning the 2020 Cross Country this year with
131 points closely followed by with Ryan 118 points.
Thankyou to all the wonderful helpers, your help is always much appreciated.
Cross Country Age Champions for 2020 are:
Boys
5yrs Thomas Hughes
6yrs Marty Elsden
7yrs Samuel Webster
8yrs Baxter Stirling
9yrs Jed Vonhoff
10yrs Charlie Krieg
11yrs Beau Stirling
12yrs Tyson Moore

Girls
Layla Pearce
Evelyn Krieg
Adelaide Adams
Mya Antonio
Lilah Prentice
Abby Denning
Gabrielle Drew
Anna Saal

Congratulations to the following students who set new school
Cross Country records:
6yrs Girls Evelyn Krieg, 6yrs Boys Marty Elsden,
8yrs Boys Baxter Stirling,
9yrs Boys Jed Vonhoff,
10yrs Girls Abby Denning, 10yrs Boys Charlie Krieg
11yrs Boys Beau Stirling.
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Online & In Home Tutoring Support
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St Saviour’s College Visit Cancelled

The Principal, Ms Sharon Collins, and Deputy Principal, Ms Jen Smeed, of St Saviour’s
College have cancelled there visit.

Effective hand hygiene is vital
As the coronavirus (COVID-19) continues to evolve, it is important to remember
that effective hand and sneeze/cough hygiene is the best defence against viruses
and can help prevent the spread of illness.
Lead by example and encourage your children to
•
•
•
•
•

wash their hands regularly with soap and water, before and after eating, and
after going to the toilet
use alcohol-based hand sanitiser if soap is not available
cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or the inside of their elbow
dispose of tissues in the bin immediately
if they’re unwell, stay at home and avoid contact with others such as touching,
kissing or hugging.

Check out the 20 second routine video for effective handwashing.
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Project Compassion

Thank you for supporting the Year 5 Zooper Dooper Fundraiser.
We raised $84 for Project Compassion.

P&F
St Stephen’s School P & F would like to give a big Thank you and shout out to
Pittsworth Confectionery for suppling us with yummy lollies for the Pittsworth Show
to be able to do a meal deal for the Mt Tyson School Students.
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Library News
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Music News
This term students have been delving into all things percussion – in particular,
beat and rhythm and untuned percussion instruments. Early years students
have been learning how to keep the beat while singing and playing a variety
of percussion instruments, either individually or in groups. Year 4 have been
learning how to sing in harmony as well as working in groups with percussion
instruments. Years 5 and 6 have added a rhythmic ostinato to a song, worked
in groups to create their own ostinatos to a given song and worked on a
rhythmic challenge.
The Sing Out choir have been practising each week. At this stage, I haven’t
heard any news about whether Sing Out will continue for this year.
Discussions are ongoing and until I hear otherwise, we will continue to
practise. As soon as a decision has been made, I will let you know one way or
the other.
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Prep
What a wonderful term we have had in Prep so far! Mrs
Witham, Mrs Norman and Mrs Porter could well be the
luckiest teachers ever.�
This term we have had a strong focus on early literacy and
numeracy. We had a goal that every student would be able to
correctly write their name. What great success and
determination we have seen from these students. We will
send home another set of sounds for practise at home.
Students should be able to say letter name, sounds and a
word that begins with. Some students will also be able to
blend them together to spell small words. We are extremely proud of the efforts of all
students in the class and are excited to see their continued progress. We are approximately halfway through learning our letters and sounds and have begun literacy rotations
in preparation for reading groups next term. We will begin requesting parent volunteers
for reading groups etc next term. If you are interested in supporting students, please
ensure that you have completed the volunteer’s induction process and we will send home
an interest/availability note early term 2.
We have been working on a science unit about ‘living things’, you may have noticed our
amazing veggie garden and our first place collage! We are learning about using criteria to
identify between living and non living things and describing the needs of living things.
Children are welcome to bring in show and share relevant to the topic eg – a plant from
the garden, a book, a picture of a pet they care for etc. Hopefully we can finish off this unit
of work next week!
Please ensure that you are checking diaries, bags, online reminders etc as with the current
state of events our lives could change drastically day to day. I will be sending home ‘work
packages’ but also hope that it can offer us a chance to rediscover a much more relaxed
pace for living. With Prep age children any experience can be a valuable learning task with
the right conversations and questions. A board game between siblings teaches
mathematics better and faster than any worksheet provided.
Finally, we offer you a huge shout out of appreciation to parents and families for all you
have done to make this term a wonderful start for all our students. Thank you for all your
support, feedback, kindness and interest in our learning. The best start to school happens
when we have a strong, supportive community. We are blown away everyday with the
amazing efforts of your children and cannot wait to see what Term 2 brings us!
Mrs Witham, Mrs Norman and Mrs Porter.
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Art
Visual Art - Term 1
Art works created in term one have been many and varied. We have been focussing on
the elements of line and colour.
Every student created art work for the Pittsworth Show and by doing this we are
completing the curriculum criteria of displaying our art work for an audience.
All students produced very pleasing pieces of art and many received awards for their
efforts. Congratulations to all on your entries.
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Important Dates

2020 Term 1 Important Dates For Your Diary
26th March

Toowoomba Show Holiday

No School

30th—1st April

Parent Teacher Interviews

Via Phone

2nd April

Stations of the cross

2nd April

Last day of Term 1

3rd April

Pupil Free Day

No School

Community News
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