
 1 

 

 

Finally, after many months of treatment I am back at work. The learning                

atmosphere is certainly a lot different to what it was when I left. I am very grateful 

to be returning to my work as Principal of such a wonderful school. I’d like to thank 

staff, parents and students who have supported me throughout my journey and 

continue to support me each day. Special thanks to Fiona Drew for her leadership of 

the school over the past three terms. She has certainly navigated the school through 

some dangerous waters.  

COVID-19 has meant a lot of changes to the teaching and learning program at St      

Stephen’s this term. We are all adjusting to online learning. There has been a lot of 

emails and messages sent out over the past few weeks. It is important that we all 

stay well informed and attend to all school communication over the coming weeks 

to ensure your child’s learning is smooth sailing. 

There is so much in the media about how to ‘home school’ your child. It can become 

very confusing listening to the advice of so many people telling us how to ‘home 

school.’ To help eliminate any extra stress, please direct all enquiries to your child’s 

teacher during this period of on-line delivery of learning. Remember, It is not you 

‘home schooling,’ it is ‘teacher directed learning’ from home. The first set of home  

learning packs were sent home on Monday. The next set will be issued on Tuesday 

5th May (Monday is a public holiday).  

Some changes due to COVID-19 

In today’s newsletter Trudi Burgess has explained the process for borrowing library 

books. This will allow students to continue to borrow reading books over the next 5 

weeks. Unfortunately, there won’t be a Mother’s Day Stall held at school this year. 

However, there will be an Mother’s Day brochure sent home next week allowing     

children to select and order gifts for their mother’s.  Thank you to Amanda Barron 

for coordinating this.  

Together we can beat the Coronavirus. There’s an old saying that you don’t know 

what you have until you lose it and it’s true about the pandemic. We have taken for 

granted our freedom, our liberties, our outdoor lifestyle and love of the great      

outdoors. It’s difficult to remain at home when we’d rather be out and about.   

However, it’s important we do what we can when we can to prevent the spread of 

the    COVID-19 virus. It’s not just about us it’s about our family, friends and     

neighbors.  

We are called to be selfless not selfish, to be kind not thoughtless and to dig in and 

fight this virus side by side. No one said it would be easy but it certainly will be 

worthwhile. 

God Bless, Janine 

 “We have 
much for 

which to be 
THANKFUL”. 

 
St. Mary of the Cross 

Mackillop  
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  Principal Message

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300 683 390 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

• Mrs Fiona Drew 

• Mrs Suellen Dennis 

• Mrs Anna Lee 
 
School Counsellor 
        
       Jennifer Fenn 
 

Due to Corona Virus  
it is essential that 

students coming to 
school for online 
supervision must 

bring 2 water 
bottles each day. 
Bubblers are no 

longer in use. 

School Office Hours 

46931627 

 8.15am—3.15pm  
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APRE News 

 

Welcome to Term Two! It has been a different start to the term however the     

enforced isolation over the holidays has had some positive benefits. A slower 

pace for families to spend time   together, more time exercise and do those jobs 

or activities that we never seem to have time for. I hope you all had an enjoyable 

Easter and celebrated the most important event in the Christian calendar. Easter 

is the celebration of Christ's resurrection from the dead. It is celebrated on    

Sunday, and marks the end of Holy Week, the end of Lent, the last day of the 

Easter Triduum (Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday), and is the   

beginning of the Easter season of the liturgical year. 

Many thanks to the students at school who participated in our Stations of the 

Cross freeze frames in the last week of term so we were able to share these  

with our school community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We spent time in the Prep/Year 1 and Year 2/3 class groups to listen to the story 

of Easter Sunday and make some Easter cards. Our Year 4,5,6 class group   

participated in an Easter Liturgy and all of these will be uploaded to the class 

TEAMS pages for students to view and follow instructions for the cards if they 

wish.  
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APRE News 

 

MacKillop Club –A TEAMS site has been set up for MacKillop Club leaders and 

members so we still have an opportunity to talk and share ideas as to how we 

can help others throughout this term. Pen pals will be the first topic on our   

agenda and how students can connect with each other during this time of home 

learning. More information to come!  

 

ANZAC Day – Students at school will be participating in an ANZAC day liturgy 
and this will be shared for other families to watch. On Saturday 25

th
 April, fami-

lies are being encouraged by RSL Queensland to ‘Light up the Dawn’ and stand 
on their driveways at 6am to commemorate all those who have served and sacri-

ficed. More information can be found at https://www.rslqld.org/Whats-On/ANZAC-
Day for families to pledge their participation and learn more about the importance 
of ANZAC Day.  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.rslqld.org/Whats-On/ANZAC-Day
https://www.rslqld.org/Whats-On/ANZAC-Day
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Middle Leader 

 

Reminders about Online Learning 

• Online learning will continue until the end of week 5 (at this stage) 

• Students are encouraged to follow their timetable and watch their teacher on video 

each morning before they begin. 

A few protocols for Online Learning 

• Please support your children to access the laptop/iPad in a central location in the 

home, where you can monitor progress 

• Email teachers or ask a question on the Posts section of Teams if your child has any 

issues 

 

Option 1: My child is attending school because I am an essential worker                 

(either full-time or part-time) 

• Students need to bring their equipment e.g. headphones and home learning packs 

to and from school if they are attending part time 

• Students are grouped together and will be supervised in line with social distancing 

guidelines 

• Students at school will be expected to engage in Online Learning and will be         

assisted to follow their timetable 

Option 2: My child is learning from home 

• Use Teams to access teacher videos. Re-read the instructions or re-watch the       

videos 

• Follow timetable and resources provided by class teachers 

• If you need to come to the school to collect equipment, please come to the office 

at a pre-arranged time 

• Ensure your child is available for scheduled Live Chats (to begin in Week 2). This is  

important for teachers to check in on their learning 

• Please ensure you facilitate either a phone call or a video once per week with your 

child’s classroom teacher. 

 

Thank you and all the best!! 

Happy learning at home!! 

Kristy Cameron 
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Photos of Online Learning at School Supervision 

 
 
 
 

 

Dear Students at Home, 

 

We miss you all. 

We look forward to seeing 

you all, when it is safe to     

return to School. 

 

From all the Staff of                

St Stephens School. 
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While we are working at home, one of the most important skills we want students to continue to 
improve is their reading.  To facilitate this we are undertaking to provide library resources for stu-
dents while they are working and learning at home.  
 
To ensure our students continue to have reading materials at home, we will be implementing a 
modified library borrowing program.  Each student, if they wish, will be able to borrow 2 books 
each fortnight. 
 
We will be utilising the reservation facility in our Library Web App.  Students in years 3-6        al-
ready know how to do this as we have practiced during our library lessons.  For students in Pre-
2, parents will be able to assist students to do this if they wish to borrow from the library.  There 
is a video on the front page of the Web App that gives a good overview of how to do this. 
 
Login credentials for the Web App are as follows. 
 
AccessIt Web App:  https://au.accessit.online/STS01 
  
Login details:  Are the same as your login for Teams. 
Username:  PIT ……….@twb.catholic.edu.au  
Password:  Usual computer password 
 
First thing we need is for students to return any school library books they have finished with to 
the school.  Please return these to the front office, into the crates provided, by Tuesday 28

th
 April.  

Please email Mrs Burgess (Trudi.Burgess@twb.catholic.edu.au ) to let us know which books you 
would like to keep for another week.  Make sure you have at least one book at home for your 
reading. 
 
Reservations will need to be made by next Tuesday as well.  Mrs Follington and I will then     se-
lect the reserved books from the shelf on Wednesday. 
 
Books will be included in your packs that will be collected from the school on Tuesday 5

th
 May. 

 
Premiers Reading Challenge. 
 
Those students who wish to participate in the Premiers Reading Challenge this year, please 
email Mrs Burgess (Trudi.Burgess@twb.catholic.edu.au ) to register your interest.  This       chal-
lenge is open to all students from Prep – Yr 6.  The challenge is designed to encourage   stu-
dents to read more, and more widely.  Books can include books read or listened to online. 
 
To complete the challenge 
Prep to Year 2 – read or experience 20 books. 
Years 3 to 4 – read 20 books. 
Years 5 to 9 – read 15 books. 
 
Once registered, students complete a reading log to track the books they have read.             Stu-
dents who complete the challenge receive a certificate from the Queensland Premier. 
 
Trudi Burgess 
Teacher Librarian. 

 

 

Library News 

https://au.accessit.online/STS01
mailto:Trudi.Burgess@twb.catholic.edu.au
mailto:Trudi.Burgess@twb.catholic.edu.au
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Effective hand hygiene is vital 

 

 

 

As the coronavirus (COVID-19) continues to evolve, it is important to remember 

that effective hand and sneeze/cough hygiene is the best defence against viruses 

and can help prevent the spread of illness. 

Lead by example and encourage your children to 

• wash their hands regularly with soap and water, before and after eating, and   

after going to the toilet 

• use alcohol-based hand sanitiser if soap is not available 

• cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or the inside of their elbow 

• dispose of tissues in the bin immediately 

• if they’re unwell, stay at home and avoid contact with others such as touching, 

kissing or hugging. 

 

Check out the 20 second routine video for effective handwashing. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NpmB80pWUsk&feature=youtu.be
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The Music Bus 
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Mother’s Day Gifts 

This year due to the Corona Virus there will not be a Mother’s Day Stall held at School. 

However a brochure will be emailed home next Monday 27th April with a beautiful         

selection of gifts that you will be able to order from the P & F. 

The brochure will outline deadlines for ordering, payment options and details of how gifts 

will be  distributed. 

 

The P & F meeting scheduled to be held on 7th May is to be confirmed. 

 

 

 

 

 

P & F News 

Reminders 

2020 Term 2 
25th April Anzac Day—Light up the dawn 

27th April Mother’s Day Order form emailed home 

28th April Return Library books to Front Office 

28th April Last day to Reserve Library books online 

5th May Collection of Remote Learning Pack No 2 from Front Office 

5th May Collection of Library Books from front Office  

(that were Reserved Online on the 28th April) 

12—14th May Naplan CANCELLED 

  

No Tuckshop until further notice. 

Tuckshop 


