Term 2 Week 3 Newsletter
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Principal Message

“We have
much for
which to be
THANKFUL”.
St. Mary of the Cross
Mackillop

Term 2 School fees
will be sent out at
the end of next
week.
Please contact the
school office if you
are currently
experiencing any
financial difficulties

Student Protection Resources for Parents:
For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188
Child Safety Services
You can make a report of
voice your concerns-

1300 683 390
SCHOOL STUDENT
PROTECTION CONTACTS

•Mrs Fiona Drew
•Mrs Suellen Dennis
•Mrs Anna Lee
School Counsellor
Jennifer Fenn

School Office Hours
46931627
8.15am—3.15pm

Congratulations! Together we have safely navigated the first two weeks of term 2. I can
safely say I have never experienced anything like this my entire teaching career. Never
before have teachers been asked to provide on-line learning programs for entire classes for
such a long period of time. Everyone has been asked to step outside their comfort zones –
students, parents and teachers have been asked to work online. There have been many
challenges but there have also been many successes. Over the next couple of weeks, we will
be asking parents to share some of their successes with their children with on-line learning.
These will in turn be shared via our school Facebook page.
On Monday, the Premier of Queensland announced that all Kindy, Prep, year 1, year 11 and
year 12 will return to school next Monday 11th May. Children of essential workers and
vulnerable children will continue to be able to attend school for supervision. Please find
included in this newsletter a letter from Dr Jeanette Young providing advice regarding the
return to school of children. In this letter Dr Young maintains that if COVID-19 transmission
rates remain low all children will return to school on May 25. This will be confirmed on 15th
May 2020.
Due to the increasing number of children returning to school, some changes will have to
made to our arrangements for drop off and collection of children. This is to ensure that
adults maintain social distancing during these times. All parents of prep and year 1
students are asked to drop off their children after 8:30am at the Weale street entrance.
Please walk your child to the bus shelter, a teacher will be on duty from 8:30am onwards.
At the end of the school day, prep and year 1 teachers will bring their classes to the grassed
area beside the bus shelter in Weale Street. Parents are requested to wait for their children
outside on the footpath. Prep and year 1 teachers will send their children to parents as they
see them arrive. To avoid congestion please move on as soon as you have collected your
children. If you are an essential worker and your children are in years 2 – 6 please do not
enter the school grounds when you are dropping your children to school. Children who
normally enter school from Murray Street may continue to do so, however any younger
children who are normally walked to school with their parents are expected to be dropped
off and picked up their children from the Weale street entrance to the school. This is to
ensure we are always maintaining social distancing between adults in and around our
school as requested by the Premier of Queensland.
Once again thank you to our parents for your continued support of our school during the
arrangements that have been put in place during this pandemic to ensure the safety of
everyone in our community.
We have all done an amazing job thus far and I’m sure we can continue to support each
other through the next phase of our journey. Remember you are not alone. Please contact
the school if you require support or advice to stay on track.

God Bless,
Janine
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Enroll for Prep 2021 Now
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APRE News
May is the month dedicated to Mary, mother of Jesus.
Her life in the Gospel years was one of service and great
devotion to Jesus, from the cave in Bethlehem where she
gave birth to Him, to Calvary in Jerusalem where she stood
by His cross in His Crucifixion.
While she has a somewhat low profile in the Gospels, her
words there still resonate with us today and challenge us to
follow her example of humility, obedience, and service to
God.
We also take time in May to celebrate another important woman in our lives,
our mothers! We wish all our mothers in the St Stephen’s community a very
happy Mother’s Day and we thank you for everything you do for us!
Although we cannot celebrate together as a school with our usual Mother’s
Day breakfast and liturgy, a photo presentation will still be put together and
shared with families. Families are asked to send their photo in to
fiona.drew@twb.catholic.edu.au by Friday 8th May.

Day for Dolly – Friday 8th May
This Friday, students learning at home and at school are encouraged to wear
blue to raise awareness for this important cause. A reminder to students at
school that this is not a free dress day and they are to wear their formal
uniform if they are not wearing blue.
Day for Dolly is an opportunity to remind students the importance of
showing kindness towards everyone, a value that our Patron Saint, Mary
MacKillop showed in her life. We know that at the moment coming together
looks a little different. But what that also means is that a sense of community
and togetherness is more important than ever. What are some ways you can
show kindness to others even if you can’t be with them?
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Middle Leader

The Premier has announced that from Monday, 11 May 2020, students in Prep and Year
1 will be able to return to school. Children of essential workers and vulnerable children
in Years 2-6 will also continue to be able to attend St Stephen’s School for supervision.
For students in Years 2-6, the current remote learning arrangements will remain in place.
These classroom teachers will continue to deliver materials via Microsoft TEAMS, as they
have over the last few weeks. If low COVID-19 transmission rates continue, students in
Years 2–6 will be able to return to school from Monday, 25 May 2020. Confirmation of
this step will be made by the 15th of May and will come from the Premier.
To continue the progress made in Queensland, it is essential that you keep your chil-

dren home from school if they are unwell. Please be aware that parents or carers of
any child showing signs of illness will be asked to collect them immediately from
the school.
Please Note: Due to larger numbers of students attending school from the 11th of May,
we ask that Prep and Year 1 parents & the essential working parents Do Not enter the
school grounds.
The procedure for pick up and drop off is:Morning Drop Off:
•
•
•

Your child/ren MUST enter via Weale Street gate (near bus shelter)
Please watch your child/ren enter the school before leaving
During Covid-19 a teacher will be on gate duty from the 11th of May

Afternoon Pick Up:
•
•
•
•

Please park in Weale Street
Parents are to wait on the footpath
Please maintain social distancing while waiting
Prep and Year 1 teachers will wait with their class and send your child safely to you

MOVE ON QUICKLY PLEASE!!

Happy Learning (at home or school)!!
Kind regards,
Kristy Cameron
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Prep & Year 1 Online Learning

5

Year 5

Well…what a crazy start to Term 2. I don’t think any of us could have envisioned 2020
having a start like this!
In the middle of such time of worry and stress, I am so proud of the students in Year 5 for
showing resilience and demonstrating an independence with this new way of learning.
We have learnt a new online platform, how to email and attach files to communicate, had
online conferences about our learning and collaborated in a way that we never have
before. Students are impressing me with their ability to work through the work I have
assigned with a positive attitude, concentration and showing a pride in their learning.
Last term, in HASS we looked and natural disasters and their impact on the environment
and people. Students worked very hard on a research project on one of the natural
disasters we explored in class and produced some amazing flip books. I am so proud of
the effort that students put into their research and the presentation of their projects.

Keep up the amazing work Year 5 – and parents!
Mrs Conway

6

Year 6

Hello everyone. This term is certainly very different for everyone with students
learning from home and at school. It has been quite hectic and challenging for
all of us, but we are managing to get the hang of this. In Mathematics this
term, year 6 are continuing their studies in fractions, decimals and percentages
and have been using a variety of resources including Mathletics to make sure
they keep up their basic math's skills.
In literacy the students have been engaged in a variety of activities including
creating a power point presentation, learning about explanation texts and
reviewing knowledge of different reading comprehension skills. In this area
students have also been exploring new resources and apps including Spelling
City, Read Theory as well as completing assignments and activities on Reading
Express.
As a class, students have been able to continue science studies using the Stile
App and have been exploring the properties of materials and how they can be
changed. A great way to engage students in this concept at home is to get them
cooking and look at how things can change.
A big congratulations goes out to all Year 6 students and parents in their efforts
to continue learning, trial new ways of communicating and getting familiar with
different technology and programs. I am truly grateful for all your support in
these challenging times and am looking forward to having my famiLEE back
again.
Mrs. Anna Lee
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Chief Health Officer Letter
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Effective hand hygiene is vital
As the coronavirus (COVID-19) continues to evolve, it is important to remember
that effective hand and sneeze/cough hygiene is the best defence against viruses
and can help prevent the spread of illness.
Lead by example and encourage your children to
•
•
•
•
•

wash their hands regularly with soap and water, before and after eating, and
after going to the toilet
use alcohol-based hand sanitiser if soap is not available
cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or the inside of their elbow
dispose of tissues in the bin immediately
if they’re unwell, stay at home and avoid contact with others such as touching, kissing or hugging.

Check out the 20 second routine video for effective handwashing.
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P & F News
The P & F meeting is via Zoom on Thursday 7th May.

Condamine Clothing have St Stephens Spray Jackets in stock for $45.

Reminders
2020 Term 2
7th May

Zoom P&F Meeting

8th May

Day for Dolly

11th –15th May

Term 2 School fees to be sent out

11th May

Prep & Year 1 return to school

12—14th May

Naplan CANCELLED

25th June

School Holidays Commence

26th June

Pupil Free Day

13th July

Term 3 Commences

31st July

Pupil Free Day

Student Travel Rebates
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