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Principal Message
As we come towards the end of our on-line learning school program and look
towards the beginning of week 6 where the Prep and Year 1 children will be joined
by the rest of the students from years 2 – 6, it is a good time to reflect on what we
have learnt over the past 5 weeks.

“We have
much for
which to be
THANKFUL”.
St. Mary of the Cross
Mackillop

Term 2 School fees
have been issued.
Please contact the
school office if you
are experiencing
any financial
difficulties

Student Protection Resources for Parents:
For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188
Child Safety Services
You can make a report of
voice your concerns-

1300 683 390
SCHOOL STUDENT
PROTECTION CONTACTS

•Mrs Janine Butlin
•Mrs Suellen Dennis
•Mrs Anna Lee
School Counsellor
Jennifer Fenn

We have had to face, and will continue to face, many challenges due to restrictions
imposed by the government due to COVID-19. Whilst it has been difficult, and
indeed very time consuming to make the adjustments necessary to accommodate
government requirements, we must never lose sight of the reason we have ‘dug
deep’ and gone the extra mile during these tough times. Everything we do is to
ensure the safety and well-being of everyone within our community.
I would like to thank the parents, carers, staff and students for the extra effort you
all have put in to ensure we stay safe during these times. Even though all students
will be attending school from 25th May across Queensland, it is important that we
continue to remain vigilant in the health practices that have ensured we are limiting
the number of new cases of COVID-19 that are reported in Queensland each day.
(Please read carefully on the following page the restrictions that will continue
regarding the dropping off and collection of students to school).
Mary MacKillop provides us with some words of wisdom which will help us navigate
the next few months. “Do your bit; Make room in your heart for all; Have an
attitude of gratitude; and, Listen to God’s call”. Even thou we are unable to come
together as a faith community to celebrate Mass; it is important to open our hearts
to God’s call. We can look for ways to assist people in our community who are
struggling due to the consequences of COVID-19 such as loss of jobs or being
isolated due to health reasons. Our MacKillop Club is certainly reaching out to the
community guided by Fiona Drew via videos, letters and even delivery of baked
goods to the needy. Well done MacKillop club.
I am very grateful that I have been able to return to work in such a wonderful
supportive environment. Each day, preppies greet me at the school gate and walk
themselves into class, unpack their bags and prepare for the day. Preppies have
become so independent during these COVID times. Well done Preppies and
well-done parents. Thank you for continuing to support the changes and the
challenges that have occurred during term 2. I’m sure I will continue to hear great
stories of resilience from children and their families.
Everyone is certainly ‘Doing their bit’.
God Bless,

School Office Hours
46931627
8.15am—3.15pm

Janine
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APRE News
We are nearly at the end of Week 5! We have made it through the first half of an unforgettable term! Thank you to all
staff, students and parents for their exceptional work over the last five weeks. We are very much looking forward to
having all students return next Monday!
National Volunteer Week – May 18 – 24
During National Volunteer Week, we celebrate and
acknowledge the generous contribution of all who volunteer
in our schools, parish and wider communities and take time
to thank them for their generous service. We look forward to
being able to welcome our volunteers back into our school
soon!

Day for Dolly
Thank you to all the staff and students who wore blue on Friday 8 th May at home and
at school to raise awareness for Day for Dolly. We had students from our MacKillop
Club perform random acts of kindness through special video messages and chocolates
for the staff and even making cupcakes to deliver to residents of Mt Tyson!

Sacramental Program 2020
The dates for First Holy Communion and Confirmation remain as per previous newsletters. A letter will be sent to families
to make them aware of dates for lessons for students that will occur in Term 3. These dates have been set in anticipation of
restrictions continuing to be eased by this stage. These dates will be confirmed by the end of this term.
Confirmation – Friday 11th September
Holy Communion – Saturday 12th September
Ascension of the Lord
This Sunday we celebrate the Ascension of the Lord. Forty days after
Easter Sunday is the Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord celebrating
Christ’s ascension into heaven recounted several Gospels. Christ’s
Ascension marks the definitive entrance of Jesus’ humanity into God’s
heavenly domain. When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. While he was blessing
them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. Then they worshiped
him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. And they stayed
continually at the temple, praising God. Luke 24: 50 – 53
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Day for Dolly Photos
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Middle Leader
We are almost back together as a school community. While Monday the 25th of May is the day we are
scheduled to have all our students back in our classrooms, it won’t be ‘normal’ like we once knew it.
We will still not gather together as a school community for assemblies, Mass or functions and we will
continue to social distance where we can and practice our regular hygiene practices.
A big thank you must go to our students and families during this difficult period of time. Thank you
parents for keeping your child home to learn and thank you all for giving up your time to assist your
child with their learning journey. While at times it has been stressful, it has also been an opportunity
for us to slow down with our families and have a break from the constant ‘rush’ which has become
normal for us all.
For the remainder of Term 2, we will not be sending home set homework. We want to give families a
break and we want families to use this valuable time to gradually adjust back into their home routines.
This is with the exception of reading every night with your child/ren. Some children will also still need
to consolidate their sight words during this time to support their learning.
Why read?
• Reading reduces stress by 68%.
• Readers of narrative fiction display more empathy.
• Helps children develop a larger vocabulary.
• Shows your children that you value reading and learning.
• Its an opportunity to spend quality time with your child.
Reading for pleasure is the most important indicator of the future success of a child.

Happy Learning!!
Kristy Cameron
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OSHC

Hello from St Stephen’s Outside School Hours Care (OSHC)!!

A place where children do not want to go home.
We are a team of qualified educators who provide a caring, safe, and fun
environment for your children.

We offer before and after school care as well as vacation care for the busy
parents of the Pittsworth community.
Our service is not only for St Stephen’s and Pittsworth State School but
for our smaller school communities during vacation care also.
Children can participate in all sorts of indoor and outdoor activities, let
their imaginations go wild with many different craft and building resources

provided while enjoying the company of friends.
If you would like to know more, please do not hesitate to call Wendy on
0427 891 441 or pop into the Sports Hall between 1.00pm and 6.00pm
to meet in person.
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Year 3

What an amazing start to Term 2! Challenging for all, but I am sure we have all
learnt a lot in the process. We are all looking forward to next week when we
will be able to catch up face to face once again. No doubt there will be lots of
excited children (and parents)… and teachers, when Week 6 rolls around!
We have missed you all.

It has been exciting to see and to hear about the home learning. I have seen
many creative ways of practising rolling numbers – hopscotch rolling numbers,
rainforest steps rolling numbers, rolling them at home in the kitchen and the
multiples written on windows as a reminder. Fantastic! Rolling numbers at
school have carried on too – so when we all get back together, it will be great
to hear them all with everyone together again.
There have also been some fabulous advertisements created about saving
water – from the point of view of ‘the farmer’ to ‘the reporter reporting on
saving water’ to ‘demonstrating’ how to take a ‘short shower’ or save water
in the house! Once again – creativity plus!
As well, Gawp has loved seeing the great writing you have been doing. She has
learnt a lot about English because of your writing. Your neat work and great
sentences have been fabulous. So, thank you for helping her! She told me her
wires have been buzzing non-stop with all your suggestions! Just as long as
they don’t get crossed again – that was not great!

Take care everyone – and as my daughter keeps
reminding me – ‘Just keep swimming!’
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Year 4

Since returning to school after the holidays it has been an interesting time for us in Year 4
trying to adjust to learning at home and at school. It has most definitely been a steep
learning curve for us all!
Whilst working in ‘isolation’ the Year 4 students have been doing a lot of review work and
revisiting concepts taught in Term 1.

In Maths, students have reviewed place value, 2D shapes and have been working on
counting various amounts of money and calculating change.
In English, students have been working on their editing and reading comprehension skills.
They have also been completing some fantastic writing tasks including writing letters to
one another describing how they’re feeling about learning in isolation and what they are
missing.
Students have also been continuing on with completing their Science unit on Stile app
around adaptions and also began to look at European Exploration.
We are all very eager for all students to return to school next week and return to some
normalcy. A big focus for next week will be reviewing class and school expectations and
getting back into routine.
Take care and I look forward to seeing you all next week!
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Enroll for Prep 2021 Now

8

Community News

Landcare Local WildLife
Photo competition
$500 prizemoney
Send your image of any
Bird, Insect or Animal
(must be identified)
to pittsworthlandcare@gmail.com
by May 31
No entry fee. Limit of three images per person.
For more details, visit
Pittsworth Landcare Facebook page or website
Autumn photo comp
Pittsworth Landcare is offering $500 in prizemoney to photographers, young and old,
to submit their images of local wildlife taken at their place - urban or rural.
There’s $100 first prize for each of three sections: primary school, secondary school
and adult.
The photos must have been taken between March 1 and May 30 this year in the
Pittsworth district.
Entries close on Sunday May 30.
They should be emailed to pittsworthlandcare@gmail.com, along with correct
identification and up to 30 words of information.
The photos can be of any creature on your home property - ants, birds, butterflies, lizards,
flies, wallabies - anything but not pets or domestic livestock.
No entry fee. Limit of three images per person.
Images may be used by Pittsworth Landcare for educational or promotional purposes.
Happy snapping in your backyard!
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Effective hand hygiene is vital
As the coronavirus (COVID-19) continues to evolve, it is important to remember
that effective hand and sneeze/cough hygiene is the best defence against viruses
and can help prevent the spread of illness.
Lead by example and encourage your children to
•
•
•
•
•

wash their hands regularly with soap and water, before and after eating, and
after going to the toilet
use alcohol-based hand sanitiser if soap is not available
cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or the inside of their elbow
dispose of tissues in the bin immediately
if they’re unwell, stay at home and avoid contact with others such as touching, kissing or hugging.

Check out the 20 second routine video for effective handwashing.

Term 2 School Fees
Term 2 School fees have been emailed. Please contact the School Office if
you have not received these.
Please Note: - All Families were not charged the P&F Levy (Thank you to
the P&F ) and the Incursion/Excursion Fees for Term 2 due to Covid-19.
All families have also received a credit to their accounts from the
Government Drought Relief Assistance Fund
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Relief Cleaning Position available

The School requires a Relief Cleaner
Commencing Term 3
Please contact the School Office for more Details

Reminders
2020 Term 2
25th May

All Students return to School

5th May

Book Club Money & Orders Due

25th June

School Holidays Commence

26th June

Pupil Free Day

13th July

Term 3 Commences

31st July

Pupil Free Day

4th Sep

Pupil Free Day

Student Travel Rebates
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St. Stephen’s Parish News
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Government Directed Covid-19 Restrictions
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