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Schools are by their nature very busy places! Last week we welcomed all our 

students back to school as COVID – 19 restrictions continue to be gradually 

lifted and our lives return to normal. A note of caution however – there have 

been a few sick children, (and staff) this week. Therefore, it is important we 

remain vigilant. Washing our hands thoroughly, using hand sanitiser, staying 

home if we have a cough or high temperature and maintaining social           

distance.  

The health department has released some pleasing statistics showing the   

incredible drop in the number of people who have contracted the flu this 

year compared to previous years. Experts believe it is because of most of the 

population practicing good hygiene. On another positive note, the PWD     

carpark commenced construction at the beginning of the week. What a   

wonderful asset this will be for our school. If everything goes according to 

plan, the PWD carpark will be completed in a couple of weeks.  

Other upcoming school improvements include the installation of sunshades 

over the Senior Adventure Playground. Thanks to the Parents and Friends  

Association for their hard work and generosity. These sunshades will be a   

welcomed addition to our school playground all year round, particularly in 

the summer months.  

As all students have returned to school, please remember that if you wish to 

speak to your child’s teacher regarding any issues please contact your child’s    

teacher via email or put a note in their school diary to arrange an                 

appointment. Teachers are not available to take phone calls during school 

hours.  Thank you for your understanding with this matter. 

Finally, as online learning from home is now finished, teachers will no longer 

be uploading schoolwork onto the TEAMS site for parents to complete at 

home with their students. Whilst the TEAMS site was very effective during 

the first five weeks of term to deliver on-line learning, it is not physically     

possible nor necessary for teachers to provide both face-to-face learning and 

on-line learning during their workdays.  

We’re in for a cold week. Rug up and stay warm. 

God Bless 

Janine 

 

 “We have 
much for 

which to be 
THANKFUL”. 

 
St. Mary of the Cross 
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  Principal Message

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300 683 390 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

• Mrs Janine Butlin 

• Mrs Suellen Dennis 

• Mrs Anna Lee 
 
School Counsellor 
        
       Jennifer Fenn 
 

Term 2 School fees 
are due 11/06/2020 
Please contact the 
school office if you 
are  experiencing 

any financial      
difficulties 

School Office Hours 

46931627 

 8.15am—3.30pm  
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Prep 

 

 

What a fantastic few weeks we have had back in Prep. 

Thankyou for all of your efforts during the first 4 weeks 

of term, your support has been much appreciated. The 

one good thing to come out of the changes is the            

Increased independence of the students, they are     

coming into class all by themselves and  unpacking ready 

for the day. It’s wonderful to see and you should be very 

proud of them all! 

 

In Prep we have been learning the school prayer, this can be found in the cover of school diary if you 

want to know the words! We have been relating the words to our real life experiences and learning 

about how to pray with reverence.  

In English we have learned all the letters of the         

alphabet and explored their sounds. During the last 

few weeks of term, we will be revising some of these 

and  developing our skills in stretching sounds out and  

blending them back together for reading and writing.  

We have been working very hard in literacy groups 

over the last few weeks. Every day the students        

engage in different group activities that support      

reading and writing. Now we start to see progress in 

reading and writing as students put their knowledge  

to good use!  

In Maths we have been learning about measuring time; days 

months and seasons, sorting and classifying and representing 

numbers. We will continue to develop basic number 

knowledge and skills such as counting forwards and            

backwards, giving the number after/before and being able to 

represent numbers (numerals, dots, tallies, ten frames etc)  

accurately 

 

 

HOMEWORK – Children receive home readers on TUESDAY 

and return them to school on MONDAY to be changed, each week we are sending home new         

sightwords in the diary that you need to add to the children’s’ keyrings. Reading and sightwords are 

essential practice. Students also have access to Reading Eggs at home if they want to use that for     

additional practice.  

 

Thanks Mrs Witham, Mrs Norman and Mrs Adams.  
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Year 1 

 

Once again, the past term has flown by so quickly and I am so proud of the effort and 

achievements the class has made.  It has been great to see the Year One students           

becoming increasingly independent and enthusiastic about their work.    

Here is a snapshot of what’s been happening in Year One. 
 

English: 

In English, we have continued with our guided reading lessons/rotations.  I have been 
amazed with the growth the students have displayed during these sessions.  Not to     
mention how great their expression can be while reading! I am looking forward to         
continuing to work with the students and helping them to develop their reading and   
comprehension skills.  We have also continued to develop our writing skills during writing 
sessions.  The students have been very creative with their quick writes and I am always 
amazed with their creativity 
 
Maths:  
The students have been busy continuing to count to 100, skip counting (by 2’s, 5’s and 
10’s) and understanding numbers to 100.  They have loved doing their speedy sums and 
timing themselves each day.  They are blown away by how quick they are becoming.  We 
have started to learn about Australian money, and also how to tell the time (o’clock and 
half past).  Once all our math work has been completed for the week, one of our favourite 
things to do is our Friday Math games/rotations.  This gives students an opportunity to 
continue practising their skills in a fun and engaging way. 
 
Have a great week,  
Brittany Mitchell 



 6 

 

Year 2 

It is business as usual in Year 2 again and what a relief that is for students, teachers and parents 
alike.  For the first 5 weeks of this term we all met the challenge of remote home learning and our       
parents and students should be so proud of themselves. Our Year 2 students were amazing at home    
and at school during this time.   
 Home readers went home at the end of last week for students to keep up their great reading.  
Mrs. Drew and Mrs. Cameron have been busy testing and have witnessed some great improvements in 
reading since Term 1.  If your child has not received 
home readers again, please ensure they bring in their 
home reading folders and we will ensure they are sent 
with their readers.  Year 2 are all registered for the 
Premier’s Reading Challenge so we want everyone to 
log their reading each night on the record form that has 
been sent home.  

This term, we have been listening to, reading 
and viewing informative texts.  Through the rich litera-
ture; “Emu” and “Koala”, by Claire Saxby, students have 
explored purpose and audience and identified the text structure of information texts. Students are now 
ready to begin writing paragraphs to construct their own information report on their chosen Australian 
Animal.   

Oral presentations begin this week and will continue into Week 8.  Each Year 2 student will       
present their favourite healthy recipe to their class.  We have learnt that a recipe is another style of     
information text so this oral presentation links nicely to our English focus.  

In Mathematics, students have continued to consolidate place value knowledge and numbers to 
1000.  We are also exploring money, time to the quarter hour and 2D shapes.   

In our Science unit, “All Mixed Up” students have enjoyed some experiments in Week 6 focusing 
on how mixtures combine together differently depending on their properties.                
We will continue to have fun with various mixtures in the coming weeks. 
In Religion we are discussing what we know about Jesus from the stories we have read in 
the Bible. We will then look at how the messages from these 
stories are still important for us in our community today.  

               While ‘set homework’ will not take place for the remainder of the term, 
online math tasks will continue to be set on Mathletics.  Students also have 
Reading Eggs in which they can access at home.   
All students in our school enjoyed participating in National Simultaneous Sto-

rytime last Wednesday. This year they explored the text, “Whitney and Britney 

Chicken Divas” by Lucinda Gifford.  
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Nationally Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD) 

Attached to this newsletter is a fact sheet which explains the NCCD which is occurring  
within our school this term. This process enables the Federal Government to understand 
how many school students, who meet the criteria of disability, require additional supports 
beyond standard teaching practice to assist their classroom learning. If you have any   
questions with regards to this collection of data after reading the Fact Sheet, please       
contact our Learning Support Teacher, Deanne Olischlager or your student’s teacher.  
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Nationally Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD) 
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Nationally Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD) 
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Effective hand hygiene is vital 

As the coronavirus (COVID-19) continues to evolve, it is important to remember 

that effective hand and sneeze/cough hygiene is the best defence against viruses 

and can help prevent the spread of illness. 

Lead by example and encourage your children to 

• wash their hands regularly with soap and water, before and after eating, and   

after going to the toilet 

• use alcohol-based hand sanitiser if soap is not available 

• cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or the inside of their elbow 

• dispose of tissues in the bin immediately 

• if they’re unwell, stay at home and avoid contact with others such as    

touching, kissing or hugging. 

 

Check out the 20 second routine video for effective handwashing. 

Term 2 School Fees 

Term 2 School fees have been emailed. Payment is due by 11th June 

2020. Please contact the School Office if you have not received these. 

Please Note: - All Families were not charged the P&F Levy (Thank you to 

the P&F ) and the Incursion/Excursion Fees for Term 2 due to Covid-19.  

All families have also received a credit to their accounts from the         

Government Drought Relief Assistance Fund 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NpmB80pWUsk&feature=youtu.be
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Reminders 

2020 Term 2 
5th June Book Club Money & Orders Due 

10th June Tuckshop—SECOND LUNCH ONLY (limited items available) 

11th June Prep Vision Screening 

11th June P&F Meeting –R.S.V.P to Bek Moebus (20 people maximum)  -7pm Library  

17th June Tuckshop—SECOND LUNCH ONLY (limited items available) 

25th June School Holidays Commence  

26th June Pupil Free Day 

13th July Term 3 Commences 

31st July Pupil Free Day 

4th Sep Pupil Free Day 

P & F 

The P & F second hand uniform shop needs more uniforms. 

Please drop in your secondhand uniforms to the School Office. 

 

A special thank you to Matt Follington for donating his time & materials to fix the        

portable tents & making a case. 

 

The next P&F meeting will be held on 11th June at 7pm in the School Library.             

Please R.S.V.P to Bek Moebus 0424 003 215 due to Covid-19 restriction only 20 people 

are able to attend. 

No School banking until further notice. 

 

Thank you to the P&F for their kind donations of Mother’s Day gifts to the School Staff. 
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TUCKSHOP 

 

On Wednesday 10th June & Wednesday 17th June at SECOND LUNCH ONLY. 

Nothing will be available for Morning Tea. 

ONLY the following items will  be available for purchase. 

 

 

 

 

   Big Pies $3.50              Big Sausage Rolls $2.50          Chicken Noodle Cup $3.00 

 

 

           

                   Milk Popper $1.80                       Fruit Popper $1.60 

 

 

The School requires a Relief Cleaner  

Commencing Term 3 

Please contact the School Office for more Details 

 

 

Congratulations to the Fuhlbohm Family on the arrival of a 

new baby girl Zara.  

Born on the 17th February, weighing 8lb 8oz. 

 

Congratulations to the Legge Family on the arrival of a new 

baby boy Darcy.  

Born on the 22nd May, weighing 8lb 2oz. 

Congratulations 

Relief Cleaning Position available 
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Siblings of students already attending the school are required to fill out an                         

enrolment form.  

Enrolment Forms can be found on the school website or can be collected                         

from the Front Office.  

Don’t miss out on your spot, positions are filling quickly. 

Enroll for Prep 2021 Now 
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OSHC 
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Community News 
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Government Directed Covid-19 Restrictions  


