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Principal Message

“Make room
in your heart
for all”.
St. Mary of the Cross
Mackillop

Please keep
students home if
they are un well.
Students with flu
like symptoms,
temperatures over
37 degrees and any
contagious
illnesses will be
sent home.
Student Protection Resources for Parents:
For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188
Child Safety Services
You can make a report of
voice your concerns-

1300 683 390
SCHOOL STUDENT
PROTECTION CONTACTS

•Mrs Janine Butlin
•Mrs Suellen Dennis
•Mrs Anna Lee
•Jennifer Fenn
School Counsellor
Jennifer Fenn

This week is Catholic Education Week. However due to the Corona virus, many of the activities
planned for this week have been cancelled or postponed. Luckily, we were fortunate enough to
begin the week with a whole school mass in MacKillop Hall on Monday morning with Fr Thomas.
Although we couldn’t invite our parent community to join us, we felt blessed to be able to come
together as a school community. Over the past two days Ellen Witham and I have also been
interviewing the preps for 2021. What a pleasure it was to meet the next cohort of children and their
parents who will begin their schooling with St Stephen’s in 2021. During our interview, I talked to
parents about how fortunate we are to have such an active parent community and a number of
volunteers who contribute in so many ways to the fabric of St Stephen’s School. Unfortunately, due
to the Corona virus we have been unable to invite parents and volunteers to partake in most of our
school activities. We miss them dearly. Hopefully, we will be able to welcome parents and volunteers
back into our school environment soon.
At the end of 2020 we will farewell several St Stephen’s families who have been with us for many
years. One of these families is the Saal family. Today, I would like to pay tribute to Belinda Saal for
her years of dedication to St Stephen’s School.
Belinda Saal has been a parent of St Stephen’s school for 13 years. Her three children, Emily, Nick
and Anna, have all attended St Stephens. During that time Belinda has helped and supported the
school in a multitude of ways. Belinda was the Chairperson of the School Board for 4 years and
stayed on as a Parent Representative for the following year. Belinda held three committee positions
with the Parents and Friends association for over 7 years and was on the committee for an extra 4
years. This required a commitment from Belinda to attend two meetings once a month on the same
night for many, many years.
Belinda was the Grants Officer for three years and during this time successfully obtained three grants
that allowed the school to lay soft fall in the new playground area, change all the light fittings in the
school to LED lights and purchase new shade sails to cover play areas. She was the Secretary for two
years and the Pulse and Pain co-ordinator for St Stephen’s P&F for 3 years. She also helped with
many High Teas, volunteered at tuckshop on a regular basis, volunteered at Graduation Dinners, was
a timekeeper at sport’s carnivals and trained school netball teams.
All of Belinda’s children received their Sacraments through St Stephen’s Parish. During this time
Belinda was a parent helper and assisted with the catering both at these events and the School
Family Masses that occurred through the school year.
During 2016, the school celebrated its Centenary and once again Belinda Saal was busy volunteering
throughout the weekend.
Belinda is certainly a wonderful role model within the Pittsworth Community continuing her
volunteer work dedicating many hours to the local netball club – The Pittsworth Wildcats, securing
grants for this club to install new courts and flood lighting. The school reaps the benefits of this
wonderful facility during our Gore Highway Gala Days.
Not only is Belinda a hard worker but a great team player. Belinda has a great love for St Stephen’s
School and over the years has inspired and invited other parents to volunteer at school events.
This is a sad year for the school, as Belinda’s youngest child, Anna moves onto High School.
All the best to the Saal family, I am sure our loss will be another school’s gain.

School Office Hours
46931627
8.15am—3.30pm

God Bless, Janine
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APRE News
Catholic Education Week – 27th – 31st July
Every year, in Week 3, Term 3, schools across Queensland celebrate Catholic Education Week. This
week is an opportunity for Catholic schools to celebrate and promote their distinctive mission and
ethos. Catholic education strives to make a difference in the lives of those in our schools and in the
wider community by challenging young people to live out the message of Jesus and to reach their full
potential as compassionate, contributing, life-giving members of society.
Due to ongoing COVID restrictions, official events associated with Catholic Education Week 2020
have been cancelled and will be moved to next year. However many schools will acknowledge this
important week in a variety of ways. The theme for this year and next year is 175 years – A Spirited
Tomorrow.
St Stephen’s celebrated their first whole school mass together since Term 1 with Father Thomas on
Monday in MacKillop Hall. Many thanks to Father Thomas for leading us in Mass.

Bishops Inservice Day – Pupil Free Day
A reminder to all families that Friday 31st is a Pupil Free Day for students. Staff will spend the day at
school participating in a spiritual formation PD focusing on the theme ‘Made in the Image of God’.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Congratulations to Shandee, Ella & Eden for completing the Sacrament of Reconciliation this week.
They will join 22 other students next week as they begin their preparation for the Sacraments of
Confirmation and Holy Communion. These lessons will begin in Week 4 from 3.30pm – 4.30pm in
MacKillop Hall
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APRE News
Term 3 Family Mass - Cancelled
At this stage, Family Mass will not be going ahead this term due to restrictions in the church. Our usual
number of families who attend these masses would not be able to fit in the church so we will have to
wait until restrictions are eased. We pray we are able to join together again next term.
Volunteers Needed
St Stephen’s Parish are looking for volunteers to offer their time and talents in the different ministries
required in the church. If you would like to be a part of this important ministry, please do not hesitate to
contact the parish office by this Friday.

Students of the Week—Term 3 Week 2

Prep

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6
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Middle Leader
Parenting in a Digital Age
The Parent – Child relationship is always a tricky one. To make things even harder for parents
is our ability to grapple with “Parenting in a Digital Age”. Luckily, parents are the gatekeepers
of their child’s social lives from an early age, and in turn they determine how much technology
is too much. I was alarmed to read in an article recently, that the average person spends 3 to
4 hours a day on their phone. If you think you’re the exception, check your weekly screen
time…you will be surprised!! Our behaviours quickly influence our children’s relationship with
technology. Therefore, we must be good role models of appropriate use of technology.
Ways we can help, as parents:
•
•
•

Limiting your child’s daily use of technology – Family Link is a great app to use on your
phone to track what games they are playing and to ensure time limits are adhered to.
Limiting your child’s technology use before school as this can affect their performance in
the
classroom.
Try to put all technology away at mealtimes so families can engage in conversation with
each other. This conversation is crucial for oral language development from a young
age.

Additionally, social media platforms have guidelines for use that include age limits. Facebook,
Snapchat, Twitter, Tic Tok and Instagram all require users to be over the age of 13.
I

Fortnightly Math Challenge

You will find the solution in next fortnight’s newsletter.
Happy Learning - Together as a family!!
Kristy Cameron
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Year 6 News
Hello everyone and welcome back to school!
It has been so good to have all the students here so we can get on with “normal learning”.
This term in English we are looking at narratives and paying particular attention to our writing.
Sentence structure, punctuation, word choice and spelling are a focal point for the whole class.
Through assessment and writing tasks, we have realised that this is the area that is stopping students
from achieving higher grades. As a result, the literacy block has changed to reflect this need.
Every student in the class has improved their skills in reading and I am very proud of their efforts!
We will also be doing a novel study on the Australian text Storm Boy and comparing this to the film later
in the year.
In Maths, we are studying Shape and Measurement. In order to complete the higher concepts involved
in measurement, we will be using our knowledge of fractions and decimals in order to convert, sort and
represent different units of measurement. Science this term is a very exciting look at electricity, power
and circuits. We will be using the Stile App for content and learning progression, but this unit includes a
lot of hands on experiments. In HASS we will be looking at finance/economics and decision making in
reference to businesses and consumers. We will be utilising a few different sites
(including www.moneysmart.gov) and the activities will also link with what we are learning in
Design Technologies.
In Religion we will be focusing on Stewardship and how we are asked to be like Jesus. We will be
identifying characteristics of people of faith that are role models to us and finding ways in which we
can be positive role models for others.
We are all looking forward to what this term holds. Hopefully we will have an uninterrupted learning
block and can enjoy the short time we have left together.
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Year 5 News

Welcome back to Term 3! I am feeling very thankful that we were all able to return to school this Term
and that we are able to carry on somewhat normally!
Our class has been lucky to have a visit from some Year 6 students and Mrs Cameron who are starting
to prepare students for their role as leaders next year. The Year 6s spoke about the importance of
leadership being a privilege not a right, stepping up and leading by example. The Year 5’s listened
keenly and discussed steps we need to start taking now, towards become excellent leaders of the school.
Year 5’s have been showing a lot of enthusiasm towards our learning this Term and are very engaged in
what we have been learning about resulting in fantastic discussion and lightbulb moments as they
transfer their knowledge and make connections across a number of subject areas.
We have been loving learning about the fascinating life of Australia’s most notorious bushrangers – Ned
Kelly – in our English unit. We have also been working on how to make simple changes to our writing at
a sentence level to improve our writing. I have been so impressed with how much Year 5 students’
writing is improving already.
In Maths, we have been learning about 24 hour time and making conversions between 24 hour and 12
hour time and vice versa. Students have also been investigating transformations of shapes after
translation, reflection and rotation.
In Religion, we have been learning about the fascinating life of Mary MacKillop and the importance of
her work in the Catholic church in Australia. Students have conducted research, constructed timelines
and produced fact files on Mary MacKillop.
Year 5’s will have Oral presentations this Term on an Australian penal colony of their choosing.
These will begin in Week 4. We will also be delivering the Celebration in Week 5 – a Teams invite will
be sent to all Year 5 parents if they would like to watch this online. We are also excited to have a Digital
Technology lesson with Mrs Burgess in Week 6! Tea with the teacher is also back this Term and students
are working hard to get an invitation. This has definitely been a real treat for the students who have been
invited so far (for Mrs Conway as well!)
Take care and God bless,
Mrs Conway
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Sport
Inner Downs Trials that have been rebooted for 2020
SPORT

Nominations due

IDZ trial date

DD trial date

Netball – 11s &12s

11th March

16th March

11th August (12s only)

DD Zone 11th September

12th October

Cricket

23rd October

Aquathlon

Senior Athletics Carnival 10th September at Bridgman Oval Pittsworth
Junior Athletics Carnival 11th September at School Oval

Important Dates

2020 Term 2 & Term 3
28th July

Book Club Order & Money Due

31st July

Pupil Free Day

11th August

DD 11s & 12s Netball Trials

17th August

ICAS Science

24th August

ICAS English

31st August

ICAS Mathematics & Spelling Bee

1st September

Early Years Expo (to be confirmed)

1st September

Yr. 6 Transition Day at PSHS

2nd September

Motivational Speaker Visit—Eric Bailey (paid by P&F)

31st August

ICAS Mathematics & Spelling Bee

4th September

Pupil Free Day

7th—11th August

Child Protection Week

10th September

Senior Athletics Carnival

11th September

Junior Athletics Carnival

11th September

Inner Downs Cricket Trials

17th September

School Holidays Start

18th September

Pupil Free Day

6th October

Term 4 Begins
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Effective hand hygiene is vital
As the coronavirus (COVID-19) continues to evolve, it is important to remember
that effective hand and sneeze/cough hygiene is the best defence against viruses
and can help prevent the spread of illness.
Lead by example and encourage your children to
•
•
•
•
•

wash their hands regularly with soap and water, before and after eating, and
after going to the toilet
use alcohol-based hand sanitiser if soap is not available
cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or the inside of their elbow
dispose of tissues in the bin immediately
if they’re unwell, stay at home and avoid contact with others such as
touching, kissing or hugging.

Check out the 20 second routine video for effective handwashing.

Term 3 School Fees
Term 3 School Fees were emailed out last week.
These are due for payment by the end of Week 5.
If you did not receive these or are experiencing finical difficulties please
contact the School Office on 46931627 or by emailing
pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au
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P & F

‘The shade sail structure over the playground equipment near the sports hall was completed over the weekend. This will be a great asset for the school, allowing the children
to play on the equipment over the warmer months. I thank everyone involved in the P&F
and all volunteers for raising funds to help pay for this project. I would also like to thank
Lyle Mahon from Lemons Upholstery for the great job he has done.
Lachlan Stirling

No School banking until further notice.

Parents may now also visit the Uniform shop on a Tuesday ,one person at a time.
Please ask at the Front Office.
8.30am – 9am Tuesday mornings at 2.30pm till 3pm Tuesday afternoons

Community News
Needed 2 Litre plastic milk bottles for the St Patricks Cathedral display during
this years Carnival of flowers.
Local floral artist Sue Bauer and her team of florists will be creating a
beautiful floral display again this year.
Clean 2ltr milk bottles without the lids are required.
Please send them to school to be passed on to Sue and her team.
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TUCKSHOP
Normal Tuckshop Menu from Wednesday 22nd July. Morning Tea & Lunch available.
If you are able to volunteer in the Tuckshop (9.30am—11.30am)
Please contact Leah Moore—0428 931 586
Brand New Gluten Free items available—Please specify when ordering
Gluten Free Chicken Tenders $1.50each
Gluten Free Party pies & small sausage rolls $1.20

Sticky Beaks Lunch Bags are available for purchase at the front office.
These can be used for your tuckshop orders at $10 each.
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OSHSC
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Government Directed Covid-19 Restrictions Update
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Government Directed Covid-19 Restrictions Update

With COVID 19 restrictions being eased, we have been able to make some changes to
our pick up arrangements in the afternoons. These changes can begin to take place as
of Tuesday 14th July.

In addition to waiting on the Weale St footpath, parents of students in Prep to Year 2
are now able to wait in a designated area, on the grass, in front of the Prep - Year 2
classroom building. We ask parents to wait until 3pm before entering this designated
area. Due to the high numbers of people, entry is to be via the small Prep gate and exit
via the bus shelter gate.

Please note, if you have children in the upper years, as well as a child in Prep – Year 2,
you can collect all your children from the same pick up area. A teacher will continue to
be on duty at the bus shelter in the afternoons.

Parents of students in Year 3 – 6 have the option of waiting outside the Murray Street
or Weale Street exit for their children.

Please ensure social distancing practices are still being maintained.

Morning drop off arrangements are to remain the same until further notice. A member
of staff will be at the bus shelter from 8.30am.

We will continue to keep you updated regarding COVID restrictions and we thank you
for your continued support.
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Enroll for Prep 2021 Now

Only a couple of places left.
If you have a child or know a friend or family member that have a child eligible
for Prep next year, please contact the School Office ASAP
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