Term 3 Week 5 Newsletter
12TH AUGUST 2020
Principal Message
This week, Janine Butlin is at the Principal’s Leadership Forum at Quilpie. Principals from the
31 schools in Toowoomba Diocese have travelled to our furthest western school, St
Finbarr's. The Term Two Forum was cancelled, so there will be lots of extra learning and PD
for all the principals! We wish them a wonderful week and safe travels back to their schools.
Wellbeing Week

“Make room
in your heart
for all”.
St. Mary of the Cross
Mackillop

Please keep
students home if
they are un well.
Students with flu
like symptoms,
temperatures over
37 degrees and any
contagious
illnesses will be
sent home.

This week is an opportunity for students, parents and staff to make time to do something
they may not normally be able to do with the busyness of daily life, work and school tasks. I
hope this week has given families an opportunity to spend time with each other and a chance
to recuperate in readiness for a busy second half of the term.
Billboard Thanks
It was with great pleasure to see the article in the Sentinel about the completion of St
Stephen’s P&F Billboard. This project could not have been achieved without the time,
talents, and generosity of so many. In particular, Moore’s trailers for their substantial
donation of labour and machinery.
We are extremely grateful to the following businesses and individuals:
Scott & Telia Simpson – Mr Steel
Matthew Fitzpatrick
AG Rigging and Steel
Matt & Jacinta Follington – Whatever Tarps
Mark Porter - Engineer
Mel Smith
Lionel & Shane Moore – Moore’s Trailers

Student Protection Resources for Parents:
For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188
Child Safety Services
You can make a report of
voice your concerns-

1300 683 390
SCHOOL STUDENT
PROTECTION CONTACTS

•Mrs Janine Butlin
•Mrs Suellen Dennis
•Mrs Anna Lee
•Jennifer Fenn
School Counsellor
Jennifer Fenn

The school has obtained a 12-month lease from
Lindenberg & Co for the Eastern side of the sign.
Please contact Ray White Rural on (07) 46931644 if
you are interested in advertising on St Stephen’s
billboard.

Toowoomba Catholic Schools Excellence Awards finalists 2020
This year’s Toowoomba Catholic School’s Excellence Awards finalists have been announced
and we were delighted to hear that Mrs Belinda Saal is one of the three finalists in the category of Volunteer’s Support. The recipient of each of the awards will be announced at the
presentation evening in October.
Prayers for our school community

School Office Hours
46931627
8.15am—3.30pm

We keep in our prayers, people in our school community who have family members who are
sick or who have died. May they receive God’s strength and comfort during these difficult
times. God Bless, Fiona Drew
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APRE News

St Mary of the Cross Feast Day
Thanks to Father Thomas and Sister Di Phillips for helping us celebrate Mary MacKillop’s Feast Day on
Friday. This year is the 10-year anniversary of the canonisation of Mary MacKillop. We celebrated
mass as a school reflecting on how the qualities and actions of Mary and the Sisters of St Joseph, have
helped and continue to help the lives of so many people in Australia and around the world.
Congratulations to the recipients of the 2020 MacKillop Awards. These students were recognised for
emulating the actions and values of Mary MacKillop.
Prep – Saoirse Gentle
Year 1 – Lily-Belle Rollanson
Year 2 – Annie Petersen
Year 3 – Amelia Burgess
Year 4 – Olivia Frame
Year 5 – Sarah Hegarty
Year 6 – Isabella Ostwald

Stamp Collecting
MacKillop Club are asking all students and their families and friends to collect and bring in any old
stamps.
Mary MacKillop Today is an organisation who
works with local communities in Australia and
throughout the world to continue the vision of
Mary MacKillop and the Sisters of St Joseph. They
want to ensure that all people, in different stages
of their lives, can be educated in ways that will help
them learn life skills.
Tear off the stamps from the envelopes (leaving
enough room around the edges) and bring these
into school. These stamps will be sent away and
funds raised from the stamp sales help Mary
MacKillop Today contribute to making a better
world for those in need.
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APRE News
Bishop’s Inservice Day
Our teaching staff had a most enjoyable day last Friday at school on the Bishop’s Inservice Day. Our
day focused on the topic of ‘Made in the image of God’ and it was a wonderful day of prayer, reflection, and dialogue. We are fortunate to have a Bishop who recognises the long-term benefit of opportunities like this to our overall effectiveness as a system of Catholic schools. Days like this help to refine and deepen our understanding of what it is we are here to do and keep us aligned to our mission
as Catholic educators.
Sacramental Program
We keep in our prayers the students who are on their Sacramental Journey
this term. Students will receive the Sacraments of Confirmation and
Communion at the end of this term. Year 4 students will be invited to join in
preparation for the Sacrament of Reconciliation
in Term Four. Information will be sent out to
families at the end of this term.

Students of the Week

Ellie Pearce, Chaz McBeath, Isla Fitzpatrick, Louie Naumann, Caryl Wailan, Clayton Field

3

Middle Leader
The mental health and wellbeing of our students, staff and families is of great importance at St
Stephen’s School. Wellbeing Week is a time that your child can have a break from their usual
homework routine and spend some quality time with their family and friends.
Here are some ideas of activities you and your child could do during Wellbeing Week.
•

Organise a play date with a friend.

•

Go to a park with your family for the afternoon.

•

Play a board game or card game with your family.

•

Have a special dinner (go out to a restaurant or get take away.)

•

Go for a walk/bike ride/scooter ride.

•

Have a milkshake or a special treat after school.

•

Have a movie afternoon/night.

•

Play a game of soccer/ football/tennis/netball etc with your family.

•

Cook or bake a meal together.
Enjoy your Wellbeing Week!

Parent Teacher Interviews – Week 10
Parent teacher interviews will take place in Week 10 of this term. Again, you will be
asked to book these through PTO – the online booking system. This information will
be sent out to you, today via email to ensure you have ample time to schedule a session with your child’s classroom teacher. Please note: Mrs Dennis will conduct year 3
interviews in Wk. 8.
Why are these interviews so important?
Research shows that parents have a significant impact on their children’s educational
achievements. In fact, parental engagement overrides all other factors that have
been shown to influence a child’s achievement. It is therefore critical that teachers
and parents develop effective relationships to bridge student learning between home
and school.
Fingers crossed we can have this round of interviews in person. This will be confirmed with our school community closer to the date.
Last fortnight’s Math Challenge
solution
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Year 3 News

We were all very excited last week when we received a new set of laptops in
our classroom. Logging on was a breeze! We didn’t have to wait for a long
time while everything loaded, as we used to with the old computers. This will
be a huge bonus to our class, and we thank Mrs Butlin for providing a class set
for us.
As well as this technology upgrade, Mrs Burgess showed us all how to use the
Book Creator app on the iPads. What fun! We practised how to use the
various tools, add a photo to our books and change the backgrounds. The
children will use Book Creator to create a book which demonstrates their
Science learning for this term about the Earth, Moon and Sun.
The children have also been interested in our Religion topic this term about
how we see God and how God is portrayed in the stories of the Old
Testament.
A reminder for those who have been participating in the Premier’s Reading
Challenge, that the sheets are due back by the end of August.
Have a wonderful rest of the term, stay warm and I look forward to catching
up with you later in the term during parent - teacher interviews.
Mrs Dennis
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Year 4 News

Over the past few weeks the Year 4’s have certainly had their learn on! Here is what we
have been learning about so far this Term…
In English, we have been learning about comparatives and superlatives, prefixes and this
week we are learning about homophones. We have also been working through our
persuasive unit based around The All New Must Have Orange 430 by Michael Speechley.
The Year 4’s have viewed a range of advertisements to identify persuasive techniques used
by advertisers which they will draw on for their assessment where they will need to create
a ‘useless’ object and market it to the class.
In Maths, we have been reviewing our knowledge of place value, explored chance and
probability and are currently working on collecting and representing data. The Year 4’s
have also been practising their number facts with daily addition, subtraction and
multiplication testing.
In Religion, we have been working on finding bible references and understanding the
different parts of a bible reference. We will also be looking at the different text types
within the bible and exploring a range of parables.
In HASS we have been focussing on sustainability and what that means for us, our
community and the world. Currently, we have been exploring Indigenous ways of caring
for the land and the sustainable practices they use.
In Science we have been exploring natural and processed materials and their properties.
We will be conducting a range of tests in the next week on a variety of materials to
ascertain which material would be best suited for a specific purpose.
In Year 4 we have also been discussing growth mindset and the importance of persevering
when things get difficult and viewing mistakes as positive learning moments.
We have a busy few weeks ahead with lots
of learning and I look forward to sharing it
with you soon at Parent Teacher
Interviews.
Stay warm!
Mrs McGlashan
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Sport
Inner Downs Trials that have been rebooted for 2020
SPORT

Nominations due

Cricket

IDZ trial date

DD trial date

DD Zone 11th September

12th October
23rd October

Aquathlon

Senior Athletics Carnival 10th September at Bridgman Oval
Junior Athletics Carnival 11th September at School Oval

Sport News
Congratulations to Anna and Bella for representing
St Stephen's in the Inner Downs netball team at the DD
netball trials yesterday. Both girls played really well and
Anna was successful in gaining selection to the Darling
Downs team! Well done girls!

Senior Athletics Carnival – 11th September

Preparations have started for the Senior Athletics Program for Thursday 11th September.
Please note, 8-12 years will be competing in this carnival however only 9-12 years will
be awarded Age Champion.
We are asking for parent volunteers to assist throughout the day. Can you please contact the office or Mrs Drew (fiona.drew@twb.catholic.edu.au) if you are able to help
with: Set Up & Pack Up; Timekeeping for track events; Group Leader for field events.
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Important Dates
.

2020 Term 3
10th—14th August

Principal Leadership Forum

17th August

Term 3 School Fees Due

17th August

ICAS Science

24th August

ICAS English

30th August

P & F Meeting

31st August

ICAS Mathematics & Spelling Bee

1st September

Early Years Expo (to be confirmed)

1st September

Yr. 6 Transition Day at PSHS

2nd September

Motivational Speaker Visit—Eric Bailey (paid by P&F)

31st August

ICAS Mathematics & Spelling Bee

4th September

Pupil Free Day

6th September

Father’s Day

7th—11th August

Child Protection Week

10th September

Senior Athletics Carnival

11th September

Junior Athletics Carnival

11th September

Inner Downs Cricket Trials

17th September

School Holidays Start

18th September

Pupil Free Day

5th October

Queen’s Birthday Holiday

6th October

Term 4 Begins
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P & F

Wanted for the Father’s Day Stall:•

wrapping paper or gift bags

•

Brown paper bags (larger than an A4 with or without handles)

Please drop into the school Office. Thank you
The P&F have paid for Eric Bailey ‘Motivational speaker’ to talk to the
students on the 2nd September.
“Eric’s time on stage is like a Grand Final Sporting Event! In one moment,
students are laughing hysterically, moving actively on their feet, and shouting
at the top of their lungs. Yet only minutes later, that same room is silent;
students find themselves hanging on to every word of Eric’s heartfelt and
challenging message. It is at this point that the students in attendance realize
they are no longer watching a presentation to an audience of hundreds or
even thousands—they are being asked to reflect on their own goals and
dreams. Eric will lead them into a process to help them turn obstacles into
opportunities. “
The next P&F meeting is scheduled for Thursday 20th August at 7pm.
Location to be advised. Please R.S.V.P to Bec Moebus on 0424003215.

Term 3 School Fees—Due
Term 3 School Fees were emailed out in week 2.
These are due for payment by the end of this Week.
If you did not receive these or are experiencing finical difficulties please
contact the School Office on 46931627 or by emailing
pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au
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TUCKSHOP
Normal Tuckshop Menu from Wednesday 22nd July. Morning Tea & Lunch available.
If you are able to volunteer in the Tuckshop (9.30am—11.30am)
Please contact Leah Moore—0428 931 586
Brand New Gluten Free items available—Please specify when ordering
Gluten Free Chicken Tenders $1.50each
Gluten Free Party pies & small sausage rolls $1.20

Sticky Beaks Lunch Bags are available for purchase at the front office.
These can be used for your tuckshop orders at $10 each.
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OSHSC
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Government Directed Covid-19 Restrictions Update
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Government Directed Covid-19 Restrictions Update
With COVID 19 restrictions being eased, we have been able to make some changes to
our pick up arrangements in the afternoons. These changes can begin to take place as
of Tuesday 14th July.
In addition to waiting on the Weale St footpath, parents of students in Prep to Year 2
are now able to wait in a designated area, on the grass, in front of the Prep - Year 2
classroom building. We ask parents to wait until 3pm before entering this designated
area. Due to the high numbers of people, entry is to be via the small Prep gate and exit
via the bus shelter gate.
Please note, if you have children in the upper years, as well as a child in Prep – Year 2,
you can collect all your children from the same pick up area. A teacher will continue to
be on duty at the bus shelter in the afternoons.
Parents of students in Year 3 – 6 have the option of waiting outside the Murray Street
or Weale Street exit for their children.
Please ensure social distancing practices are still being maintained.
Morning drop off arrangements are to remain the same until further notice. A member
of staff will be at the bus shelter from 8.30am.
We will continue to keep you updated regarding COVID restrictions and we thank you
for your continued support.
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Enroll for Prep 2021 Now

Limited Places Available
If you have a child or know a friend or family member that have a child eligible
for Prep next year, please contact the School Office ASAP
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