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Last Wednesday, I joined our years 4,5 and 6 children when they gathered to listed 

to Eric Bailey, a motivational speaker who had been invited by the Parents and 

Friends Association to come and speak to our students. Eric had a rocky start to life. 

He was put into a shelter as a baby, after doctors told his mother he would never be 

able to walk or run. When Eric was 3 years old, he was adopted. 

School life for Eric was hard. Most days at school Eric was punched, kicked, and spat 

at. When he was 10 years old, Eric could not read, write or play sport and called a 

‘loser’ by his classmates. Eric’s luck changed one day when he picked up a basketball 

and discovered he had a gift shooting baskets.  Fortunately, a teacher at his school 

had faith in him and encouraged him to join the school basketball team. That is the 

moment his life turned around. As Eric said, “If someone like me can turn it around 

then…. You got this”. Eric went onto play for the LA Lakers and today he travels 

around the country encouraging children to – Have a Goal or a Dream. 

Eric’s advice was simple. He asked the children to ask themselves three questions. 

Number 1. When you grow up would you like to do something awesome or     

amazing? 

Number 2. If you want these things are you prepared to come to school everyday 

and give 100% of yourself into achieving your goal? 

Number 3. Is there anyone in your family that you know of that might need you to 

help them support them when you become an adult? 

The sooner you decide that you want something better in your life, the sooner it will 

happen. The first step is visualizing yourself doing the impossible. The second step is 

to surround yourself with friends who lift you up and make sure you stay on the 

right path.  

Finally, when you attend High School, you do not simply want to just fit in. Aim high. 

Sounds a lot like our vision at St Stephen’s School - “Strive for Success” and 

“Celebrate our Spirit”. 

Thank you to our Parents and Friends for arranging for Eric Bailey to visit our school. 

The children thoroughly enjoyed his talk. The teachers thoroughly enjoyed his talk 

and I certainly felt uplifted after listening to Eric explain to the children how he 

turned his life around by being brave enough to DREAM! 

In the words of Walt Disney “If you can dream it, you can be it”. 

 

God Bless, 

Janine 

 “Make room 
in your heart 

for all”. 
 

St. Mary of the Cross 
Mackillop  

Term 3 Week 9 Newsletter 
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  Principal Message

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300 683 390 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

• Mrs Janine Butlin 

• Mrs Suellen Dennis 

• Mrs Anna Lee 

• Jennifer Fenn 
 
School Counsellor 
      Jennifer Fenn 
 

Please keep          
students home if 
they are un well. 
Students with flu 
like symptoms, 

temperatures over 
37 degrees and any   

contagious      
illnesses  will be 

sent home. 

School Office Hours 

46931627 

 8.15am—3.30pm  
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APRE News 

 

National Child Protection Week – “Putting Children First” 

Week 9 is Child Protection Week, a week dedicated to 
child wellbeing. Under this year’s theme of ‘Putting  
children first’ all Australians are invited to look at how 
they can prioritise children in their lives and               
communities and to engage in National Child Protection         
Week – as individuals, and as part of families,               
organisations, communities and society. 
Putting children first means prioritising the safety and 
wellbeing of children. To grow up well, children need to 
feel safe and loved, have a chance to play and explore, 
have a say in decisions that affect them, and access to 
essential things like food, shelter, education and 
healthcare.  For children to thrive we need to come    
together as a community and put children’s needs first 
during National Child Protection Week and every week.  
 
 

Sacramental Celebrations  

We keep in our thoughts and prayers, the 23 students who will be 

receiving the Sacraments of Confirmation and First Holy              

Communion this weekend. A very big thank you to Fr Thomas, Mrs 

Michelle Arnold and all the parents for assisting the candidates 

throughout their journey. Thank you also to the students for your 

enthusiasm over the last 6 weeks.  

 

 Altar Servers 

Fr Thomas would like to being Altar Serving training again. We had   

started our first lesson, however this had to be put on hold due to 

COVID restrictions. If there are any more students who would like to join 

our group of trainees, please come and see Mrs Drew!  

Sacrament of Reconciliation  

A note will go home next week to students in Year 4 who would like to 

begin preparations for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The lessons will 

begin in Term 4 and will be held from 3.30 – 4.30 in MacKillop Hall.  



 3 

 
Middle Leader  

Continual Improvement 

St Stephen's School students are taught, cared for and challenged by 
highly skilled teachers. 

 
How do we ensure we have an 'expert' teacher in every classroom?  

 

We continually review best practice and adopt new initiatives that 
become available to ensure our practice is current. We are also very 
lucky to have support from our Education Officers at TCSO. Last 
week, we had Rebecca Brownhall (EO: Numeracy) and Julie          
Henderson (EO: Literacy) modelling best practice in our classrooms.  
Our teachers will now work toward embedding these practices to 
benefit your children. 

 

 

 

 

National Child Protection Week 

Protecting children is everyone’s business. This week is National 
Child Protection Week where we raise awareness of child abuse 
prevention. 
 

By working together and putting children first, we can help   
create a community where children are able to grow up safe 
and well.  Play your part by taking the time to talk to your     
children about personal and online safety, and report abuse, 
neglect or exploitation of a child. 
 

 

 

 

Consistency of Teacher Judgment (CTJ) 

CTJ took place on the 4th of September in      
MacKillop Hall. While you enjoyed a long weekend 
with your children, our staff were engaged in     
Professional Development around writing. Staff 
from St Stephen's Pittsworth, St Monica's Oakey 
and St Francis de Sales Clifton discussed student 
writing samples and best practice for Assessment 

and Feedback in writing. We are always looking for ways to improve and this is just one way we       
ensure we are consistent with our standards and expectations for each year level. 
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What a wonderful privilege to teach the St Stephen’s children the hands-on subject of   

Design Technology this term.  I have thoroughly enjoyed working with each child in every 

class and allowing them a thought-provoking and creative space to promote 

their design thinking to create a product for a specific purpose at school. There are 

some budding engineers and designers amongst our ranks! Parents don’t be surprised if a 

new home project is suggested by your child over the upcoming school holidays, to put       

into practice all the design roles they have learnt about.  

Prep- Year 2 planned and produced puppets using recyclables that had to have moving 

parts for a classroom puppet theatre.  

Year 3 & 4 planned and produced cardboard pinball machines using recyclables that        

incorporated various obstacles, wedges and launches.  Each individual machine 

had to utilise push and pull forces to keep their pinball in action.  

Year 5 & 6 produced birdfeeders from recyclables and modified them to investigate how 

best to support and co-exist with birdlife in our school grounds.  Some wonderful          

marketing plans were submitted with the additional group design challenge: to name and 

plan a procedure for a bird feeder to be included in all QLD School Playgrounds.  We have a 

lot of avid bird lovers and nature warriors in the upper primary classes.  To see them so 

passionate about their purpose, planning and procedure was truly amazing.  

In the words of Steve Jobs (Apple Co-Founder and Former CEO):  

 “Design is not just how it looks like and feels like. Design is how it works.”  

 

Design Technology  
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Sport 

 

 

 

 

 

We are very much looking forward to our Senior (Thursday 10th) and Junior (Friday 11th) Athletics        

Carnivals this week. Sincere thanks to Mrs Ferguson for her amazing preparation for the carnivals. COVID 

plans for both carnivals have been emailed to all parents. Please ensure you have read these plans, so 

you are aware of the procedures for each carnival. Thank you in advance for following these plans to  

ensure a safe and enjoyable day for all.  Students participating in the Junior Athletics Carnival are asked 

to wear their sports uniform on Friday. Students are NOT to wear coloured zinc or hair spray for either 

carnival. 

Some of the main points to remember are: 
- Please arrive and depart via the designated entry and exit points 
- All spectators will be asked to complete the register when entering and leaving the carnival 
- Hand Sanitiser will be available at different points throughout the events.  
- Two spectators per student will be allowed to attend the carnival. 
- ALL students are to be dropped off at school first to mark the roll.  
- Spectators are to remain behind barriers for each event and maintain social distancing protocols 
- Student are to remain with their group or in the tents at all times 
- Students MUST bring a hat, lunch and morning tea and at least two full water 

bottles.  
 
   Cricket Gala Day – Monday 14th September 
 
Students in Years 5 & 6 will be attending the Cricket Gala Day at Bridgman Oval on Monday 14th Septem-
ber. Students are asked to wear their sports uniform on Monday. Students will be walking to Bridgman 
Oval at 8.45am – all students are to be at school by 8.30am.  No spectators can attend this carnival. A 

reminder to bring a hat, plenty of water and morning tea and lunch. Students will re-
turn to school by 2.30pm 
 
  Soccer Gala Day – Tuesday 15th September 
 

Our Year 4 students will represent St Stephen’s at the Toowoomba Catholic Schools Soccer Gala Day on 
Tuesday 15th September at Kearney Springs, Toowoomba. They will leave St Stephen’s at 9am and return 
to school by 1.30pm. No spectators can attend this carnival. A     reminder to bring a hat, plenty of water 
and morning tea and lunch. If you have not returned your      permission form, please ensure this is hand-
ed in by Thursday 10th September.  
 

 
PE Report 

 
Physical Education lessons this term have been busy with track and field practise for students in Prep to 
Year 6. We have spent time refining skills and techniques in preparation for the Junior and Senior        
Carnival. Lessons have included sprints, relays, long jump, high jump, shot put, discus and lots of warm 
up games and activities. We have even been fortunate to have Mr K join us for a few PE lessons in the 
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P & F 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next P&F meeting is scheduled for Thursday 8th October at 7pm in the 

school Staff Room or Library depending on numbers. Dr Pat Coughlan TCSO    

Executive Director will be attending this meeting to discuss The Parent         

Partnership Forum. 

Please R.S.V.P to Bec Moebus on 0424003215. 
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Students of the Week 

Principal Morning Tea & Eric Bailey Visit Photos 

Shandee Wailan, Harper Dever, Chloe Bligh, Indiana Cavendish, Lillian Sharpe, Hayley Norman,  

Emma Norman, Shadrack Agramos, Archer Bauer, Eadie Neylon, Ryan Suell, Henry Cochrane, Eden Burgess, 

Anne Petersen 
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TUCKSHOP 

Normal Tuckshop Menu from Wednesday 22nd July. Morning Tea & Lunch available. 

If you are able to volunteer in the Tuckshop (9.30am—11.30am) 

Please contact Leah Moore—0428 931 586 

Brand New Gluten Free items available—Please specify when ordering  

Gluten Free Chicken Tenders $1.50each 

Gluten Free Party pies & small sausage rolls  $1.20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sticky Beaks Lunch Bags are available for purchase at the front office.  

These can be used for your tuckshop orders at $10 each. 
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OSHSC 
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Government Directed Covid-19 Restrictions Update 
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With COVID 19 restrictions being eased, we have been able to make some changes to    

our pick up arrangements in the afternoons. These changes can begin to take place as        

of   Tuesday 14th July.  

In addition to waiting on the Weale St footpath, parents of students in Prep to Year 2      

are now able to wait in a designated area, on the grass, in front of the Prep - Year 2     

classroom building.  We ask parents to wait until 3pm before entering this designated     

area.  Due to the high numbers of people, Entry & Exit is to be via the small Prep gate. 

Please note, if you have children in the upper years, as well as a child in Prep – Year 2,    

you can collect all your children from the same pick up area. A teacher will continue to    

be on duty at the bus shelter in the afternoons. 

Parents of students in Year 3 – 6 have the option of waiting outside the Murray Street      

or Weale Street exit for their children.  

Please ensure social distancing practices are still being maintained.  

Morning drop off arrangements are to remain the same until further notice. A member    

of staff will be at the bus shelter from 8.30am.  

We will continue to keep you updated regarding COVID restrictions and we thank you      

for your continued support.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Government Directed Covid-19 Restrictions Update 
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Important Dates 

2020 Term 3 

7th—11th August Child Protection Week 

10th September Senior Athletics Carnival 

10th September School Board Meeting—5pm  

11th September Junior Athletics Carnival 

11th September Inner Downs Cricket Trials 

11th September 5pm & 7pm Sacrament Confirmation at St Stephens Church 

13th September 8.30am Sacrament of Communion at MacKillop Hall  

14th September Year 5  & Year 6 Cricket Gala Day—Pittsworth 

15th September Year 4 Soccer Gala Day—Toowoomba 

17th September School Holidays Start 

18th September Pupil Free Day 

5th October  Queen’s Birthday Holiday 

6th October Term 4 Begins  

8th October P & F Meeting—Dr Pat  Coughlan to attend 
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If your family is leaving St Stephens next year & your child is NOT in Year 6 can you 

please contact the school for us to be able to up date our enrolment data. 

Thank you 

Community News 

Leaving St Stephens in 2021 


