Term 4 Week 7 Newsletter
18TH NOVEMEBER 2020
Principal Message

“Make room
in your heart
for all”.
St. Mary of the Cross
Mackillop

School Swimming
Lessons &
Term 4 School Fees
are now over due.

Please contact the
office if you are
experiencing
difficulties in paying
these.
Student Protection Resources for Parents:
For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188
Child Safety Services
You can make a report of
voice your concerns-

1300 683 390
SCHOOL STUDENT
PROTECTION CONTACTS

•Mrs Janine Butlin
•Mrs Suellen Dennis
•Mrs Anna Lee
•Jennifer Fenn
School Counsellor
Jennifer Fenn

School Office Hours
46931627
8.15am—3.30pm

Christmas Decorations are appearing in stores and already shoppers are out
and about buying presents for friends and loved ones. Normally, I am very
strict about putting up the Christmas tree and Christmas decorations until the
1st December, (as is the tradition). However, this year I am already trying to
con my youngest daughter into helping me put up the tree and decorate the
yard with fairy lights.
Why the change of heart? The past 18 months have been particularly
challenging. Just when I thought I was going to be able to have more
freedom after 9 months of treatment, the whole of Australia was thrust into
lock down with strict restrictions due to the pandemic that was sweeping the
world. Therefore, at the first sign of tinsel, I began looking forward to sharing
Christmas with family and friends. The birth of Jesus is a wonderful
celebration for Christians around the world. The birth of a little baby boy that
would bring so much hope and joy into a troubled world.
On the weekend, I read an incredible story about the new mayor of
Noosa – Clare Stewart. Clare was just 23 years old when her life changed
forever. On the 18th August 2000, Clare headed out the door for her early
morning run around Bondi Beach. Five hundred metres from home, just as
Clare stepped out onto a pedestrian crossing, she was hit by a garbage
truck. For thirty-seven minutes she lay trapped underneath a 10-tonne truck
as rescue workers worked frantically to lift the truck off her legs. In that
moment Clare’s life changed forever.
When Clare finally emerged from hospital on 26 February 2001, she told her
father how much she wanted her old life back. Her father told her, “That’s
probably not going to happen, so you’ll need to get a new one”. From that
day forward, Clare studied to complete a Master of Laws degree. She
returned home to Brisbane where she met her future husband. Clare Stewart
is the mother of three children. Hitting the campaign trail in March, Clare
visited 30 coffee shops in 30 days chatting with voters and in March this year
was voted in as the new mayor.
What an inspiration Clare Stewart is. She remembers her family and friends
telling her, ‘Clare, it’s not the accident that will define you, but what you do
with it and where you go from here’. Clare’s story is one of courage,
determination, hope and spirit. It’s about finding strength in our most
challenging times. It is during these challenging times that we too need to dig
deep. Find our inner strength and move forward with hope towards a new
future.

God Bless,
Janine
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APRE News
Patronal Mass & Silver Circle Raffle – Sunday 22nd November
The St Stephen’s Patronal Mass will be held on Sunday 22nd November in MacKillop Hall (please note
change of venue) at 8:30am. All families are invited to attend the mass, followed by morning tea and
the Silver Circle raffle. Thank you to all those families who have bought a ticket in the raffle. It is still
not too late to purchase a ticket and send it into school.
This Sunday is also the Feast day of Christ the King, which will be the focus for Year 5’s Celebration this
afternoon
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Congratulations to the students who received the Sacrament of Reconciliation on Monday evening.
This group of students have been a delight to teach and their enthusiasm is to be commended. I look
forward to joining with them again next year for the Sacrament of Communion and Confirmation.

Carols by Candlelight – Tuesday 24th November

Our Christmas Concert will be held on Tuesday 24th November at 6:30pm. The evening will be held on
the grassed area outside the Year 1 and 2 classrooms. Families are encouraged to bring a blanket and
their own hamper and drinks as they watch the students perform. We ask all families to observe social
distancing protocols on the evening. A note will be sent home to families asking them to RSVP by
Monday 23rd November to assist with numbers.

Plant Raffle
MacKillop Club is holding a plant raffle to raise money for Mission of Mercy. Tickets will be on sale for
50c each and MacKillop club members will be selling them before school and at second break. Year 3
have been busy planting and there are over 50 plants of all different varieties to be won. The plants
will be drawn in Week 8.
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APRE News

Year 6 Graduation Mass – Thursday 3rd December
The Year 6 Graduation Mass will be held on Thursday 3rd December at 10am in St Stephen’s church.
Up to 6 members per family (including the student) can attend. Students are reminded they will need
to wear their formal uniform on this day. We look forward to joining with the Year 6 families on Thursday evening at Adora Downs for their graduation dinner.
End of Year Awards – Friday 4th December
The End of Year Awards will be held in the Sports Hall this year on Friday 4th December at 10am to accommodate COVID restrictions. At this stage, we are allowing Year 6 students to bring two guests to
the ceremony. All students in Prep – Year 5 will be able to join and we have our invited guests that will
also be in attendance. Parents of students who will be receiving a special award will be notified next
week, and they will also be allowed to bring two guests as well. Unfortunately, no other parents are
able to attend the ceremony this year.
Fiona Drew - APRE

Sport News
Ball games Carnival – Friday 20th November
The Ball Games Carnival will be held on Friday 20th November from 9am at the Weale Street Oval. Parents are welcome to attend, and there will be allocated areas set up for parents to sit. A reminder to
students to wear their sports uniform, wear their hat and sunscreen and bring plenty of water. Looking
forward to a fun morning!
Swimming Carnival – Thursday 26th November
A note has been emailed to families with final reminders about the swimming carnival next Thursday.
Please ensure you have read this note as there are a few changes this year. Unfortunately, parents
are not allowed to attend the carnival this year.
Year 4 T-Ball Carnival – Friday 27th November
Our Year 4s will represent St Stephen’s at the Toowoomba Catholic School’s T-Ball Carnival on Friday
27th November. These carnivals are a great opportunity for our students to participate against other
schools whilst also learning new skills and having fun. Please ensure notes are returned to Mrs
McGlashan.
Juiced Up Groms Presentation – Monday 30th November

Juiced Up Groms is a fun, interactive and educational incursion all about healthy eating, getting outside
and moving your body. The presenters engage and entertain the students with games, activities, challenges, and characters that will capture their imaginations and teach them vital life skills about Healthy
Living. This incursion will be on Monday 30th November for all students in MacKillop Hall. This is a free
show, however all students will be given a freshly made smoothie on the day and are asked to bring in
a gold coin donation to go towards the cost of the ingredients.
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Prep News
In Prep we have been enjoying an amazing learning project about non fiction
texts and living things. We have been reading a range of non fiction texts and
learning about the features of these. This led to some investigations about
life cycles of butterflies, such a great coincidence with so many around right
now. There are also some sunflowers growing tall and strong in our garden.
There is a fabulous display in our classroom. Over the term we have been
drafting, editing and publishing our own information reports about an
animal. The students will present these next week for show and share.
In Religion we have been exploring God’s love through the gift of creation.
We have painted this story on our classroom windows, please come and
have a look outside the garden of Prep! We will lead the school celebration
next week to share this learning.
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Year 7 Transition Day
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Students of the week

Interschool Equestrian Qld Championships
Recently, the QLD State Championships were held at Toowoomba Showgrounds for over 500 riders. Primary & Secondary equestrians travelled from all over the state to represent their schools in their
qualified disciplines. Very unfortunately, Josie’s horse sustained a major injury 3 days before competition
started, absolutely devastating for them both following a great year of successful Show Jumping at the
biggest height for any Primary rider.
Bella flew the St Stephen’s flag solo in Dressage, Show Jumping, Show Horse and Combined Training on her horse Piper. In record numbers for each class, they had a fantastic final States in St Stephen’s
colours. Bella was named in the QLD Team for Dressage, Show horse and CT with finishing in the top 4 in
all disciplines.
Her results:

Show horse: 2nd, 4th, 3rd with 3rd Overall
Dressage: 4th, 2nd with Reserve Champion overall.
Combined Training: 1st, 1st with State Champion overall.
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Middle Leader

We are all entering a very busy time of the year for families – break ups, finals, concerts,
Christmas parties – just to name a few!! So, what can we do as parents to support our
children during this busy time?
Katherine Lee, from Everyday Wellness makes a few good suggestions to help families navigate the ‘silly season’.
Set a calm example – the way you handle an issue can set the tone for how kids behave.
•

Set up conditions for success – make sure children are fed and rested before attending school or other functions.

•

Remember the importance of routines – disruptions to routines should be followed
by calm activities and early nights.

•

Keep an eye on their bellies – pack healthy on-the run snacks and meals.

•

Avoid over-scheduling. You don’t need to attend everything (easier said than done!)

•

Make sure you schedule some quiet time to rest and re-charge as a family.

I wish you all a calm and happy end to what has been an unusual year!!
As the end of the year approaches, please remember to continue to read with your children even when their homework stops. Our library is no longer available for borrowing
books and we ask that all books are returned to school in a timely manner to assist with
stocktake.
During the holidays, the town Library is a great place to visit so you can continue to borrow your favourite series. Mathletics and Reading Eggs subscriptions also remain active
over the holiday break for you to access with your child for practise, revision and consolidation of concepts.
Yours in Learning,
Kristy Cameron
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Year 1
Hello from Year 1,
The year has flown by with endless amounts of blunt pencils, lost erasers and well-worn
exercise books. I would like to say thank-you to the wonderful Year 1 students and their
families for such an amazing year. It seems we have just begun to get to know each other
and the year is coming to an end already!
At the end of the Term, each student will walk through the door of the Year One classroom
for the last time. Not only are they taller, but are also more responsible and mature than
when they first entered Year One at the beginning of the year. It has been my pleasure to
share and celebrate their successes.
But for now, here is a snapshot of what’s been happening in Year One this term:
English:
In English, we have continued with our guided reading lessons/rotations focusing on
reading fluently, reading with expression and building our comprehension skills. The
students have been exploring Persuasive text and have had a go at creating their own
Persuasive text trying to persuade Mrs Butlin to let us have a class pet! We have also
continued our weekly handwriting lessons to ensure we are writing neatly and accurately
forming our letters between the red and blue lines. letter formation and use of ruled lines.

Maths:
This Term the students have been very busy participating in a range of lessons to build
knowledge and skills in Number and Algebra and Measurement. The students have been
building their knowledge of place value for two- and three-digit numbers. We have enjoyed
using the BeeBots to interpret and follow directions and distance. We have also continued
our hands on Math games each week. It’s been great to see the student’s independence
grown and showing teamwork while working together.
We still have a lot to get through in the last few weeks of the year and I am looking forward
to sharing these last few weeks with the students.

Have a fabulous week!
Brittany Mitchell
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Year 1

Fire truck visit
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Year 2
Year 2 have had a Marvellous Term 4 to finish off a great year together!!
Book Week Dress Up was fabulous. Thank you to all our parents who helped make it a special day.
The children thoroughly enjoyed watching Gruffalo’s
Child at the Empire Theatre. But, they were worn out
on their way home. Upon our return to school,
the year 2 students wrote comparative reflections
highlighting the differences and similarities between the
show and the book they were studying in class.

This term, Year 2 have become very good at writing
procedural texts. At the conclusion of “George’s
Marvellous Medicine”, students wrote a procedure
for their own “Marvellous Concoction” and then
went out into our school’s natural surroundings to
make it. Yummo!!

They have also completed the ‘Healthy Me’ unit. This has
encompassed healthy food, social and emotional health,
the importance of water and living a balanced life.
Students wrote a procedure to make their own healthy
sandwich, they were able to make it in the classroom and
then enjoyed eating healthy together at lunchtime.
Both Christmas Concert and Ballgames Carnival practise are in full swing. Mark these dates on your
calendar - Ballgames Carnival on the 20th of Nov and Christmas Concert on the 24th of Nov.
School swimming has been fun for all children and we look forward to putting our swimming skills into
practice next week at our annual Swimming Carnival.
Homework will finish next week but you can continue to encourage your child to utilise their Mathletics
and Reading Eggs accounts over the holidays. If you need reading material for home, the Town Library is
also a great resource as library borrowing will now cease for end of year stocktake.
God Bless,
Kristy Cameron and Fiona Drew
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TUCKSHOP

Only 1 more week of Tuckshop left for this year.
Wednesday 25th November—Final Day
There will be no tuckshop in Week 9.
The fabulous Mrs Leah Moore will be
concluding her time as our volunteer
tuckshop convenor at the end of this year as
he youngest child moves to high school.

Thank you Leah, for all of your hard work &
time over the years that you have put into
this position.
The parents & students of St Stephens thank you.
Without anyone in this role tuckshop would not be available.
If any one is interested in taking on the role for next year we would be very

happy to hear from you.
Please contact the school office if you are interested or would like further
information.

Sticky Beaks Lunch Bags are available for purchase at the front office.
These can be used for your tuckshop orders at $10 each.
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OSHSC
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Government Directed Covid-19 Instruction

Please keep students home if they are
un well. Students with flu like symptoms,
temperatures over 37 degrees and any
contagious symptoms will be sent home.

P & F

The P&F second hand uniform shop wants your
unwanted and/or out grown uniforms.

Please drop any second hand uniforms to the school office.
Thank you
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Important Dates

19th November

20th November
22nd November

Dr Patrick Coughlan -5pm School Library
P & F Meeting -6pm School Library
AGM –7pm School Library
Ball Games Carnival—9am Weale Street Oval

24th November

St Stephen’s Patronal Day Mass—8.30am
Mackillop Hall
Christmas Concert—6.30pm

26th November

Swimming Carnival

27th November
30th November
1st December

Year 4 T Ball Gala Day—Kearney Springs
Juiced Up Groms Presentation—Gold Coin Donation
Transition Day

3rd December

Year 6 Graduation Mass -10am St Stephen’s Church

3rd December

Year 6 Graduation Dinner—6pm Adora Downs

4th December

End of Year Awards— 10am Sports Hall

4th December

Last day of Term 4

25th January 2021

Pupil Free Day

26th January 2021

Australia Day Public Holiday

27th January 2021

Term 1 2021 Commences

Leaving St Stephens in 2021
If your child or children are leaving St Stephens this year & your child is NOT in
Year 6 can you please contact the school.
We need to up date our enrolment data for next years staffing appointments &
available class enrolment opportunities. Thank you
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Transition Day
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Community News
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Community News
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