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On Monday, I had the pleasure of attending the investiture of school leaders at 

Pittsworth State High School. I was extremely proud to see past St Stephen’s 

School Students being given leadership roles in 2021. I have never regretted my 

choice of career. Schools- busy, challenging, full of students-a place of learning. 

Many studies have found that the graduating students of 2021 will work in many 

jobs during their working lifetime. Many of the occupations that today’s prep        

students will step into have not been created yet! As time marches on, I have      

witnessed past students grow into amazing adults. Teaching as a career is very  

rewarding. The pleasure of seeing children grow into adults, reaching for the     

stars- “Striving for Success”. 

I often wonder what schools will be like in the future. Garth Hamilton, the local 

member for Groom visited St Stephen’s School on Monday. Garth too attended the      

investiture of school leaders at Pittsworth State High School. Garth was extremely 

impressed by the facilities that we offer our students. I spoke at length about the 

wonderful community we have at our school and how we are lucky to have such an 

active parent body who have worked tirelessly to provide so much for our school 

over the years.  

When I arrived at the St Stephen’s School in 2016, I couldn’t believe that the entire 

school was air-conditioned. This was due to the hard work of the Parents and 

Friends. They have also provided many, many, sets of laptops and iPads for the 

students to enhance their learning. This year they paid for Reading Eggs for every 

student in Prep to year 3 and access to the ‘Write that Essay’ on-line tool for the 

years 4 – 6 students. Hard-working parents have continued to apply for grants for a 

variety of resources. Only last year we were fortunate to receive a local government 

schools grant that allowed us to cover the Senior Adventure Playground with a 

shade structure that means children can play on this playground all year round.  

Actually the purpose of Garth Hamilton’s visit was to see how we had spent out 

grant money. 

Tonight the  Parent’s and Friends have organized a Sausage Sizzle at the start of 

the Parent Information Night to welcome both old and new families. This Thursday 

night is the first Parents and Friends meeting of the year. If you haven’t been to a   

P and F meeting before I encourage you to come along, meet the current members 

and   enjoy being part of something truly amazing. The meeting commences at       

7 pm in the school library.  

Thank you, the Parents and Friends of St Stephen’s. You should be proud of your 

role in creating a wonderful place of learning. We couldn’t do it without you! 

 

God Bless, 

Janine 

 

 “We must 
teach more by 
example than 

by word.” 
 

St. Mary of the Cross 
Mackillop  
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  Principal Message

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300 683 390 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

• Mrs. Janine Butlin 

• Mrs. Suellen Dennis 

• Mrs. Anna Lee 

• Mrs. Jennifer Fenn 
 
School Counsellor 
        
       Jennifer Fenn 

School Office Hours 

46931627 

 8.15am—3.30pm  
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APRE Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opening Mass 

Congratulations to our Year 6 students for receiving their School Leader badges today at our opening mass.   

This mass was our first celebration as a whole school, and it was lovely to have our Year 6 family members join 

us for mass and for morning tea! Congratulations also to our MacKillop Club leaders for 2021 –  

Eden Burgess – Gabrielle Drew – Sarah Hegarty – Jacob Mahon – Skye McEwan.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrations 

It is with great delight that we can invite family members back 

to our Celebrations this year. Please note, the class who are 

leading celebration are able to have two family members per 

student join us for the celebration.  Students who are also  

receiving Student of the Week can have two family members 

attend as well. There is a QR code or sign in sheet at the 

MacKillop Hall entrance. Parents will be notified by the class 

teacher if their child is receiving a Student of the Week prior 

to the Celebration.  
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Project Compassion Mass – Sunday 14th February 

Unfortunately, the Project Compassion Mass has limited schools from attending the mass on Sunday at the   

Cathedral due to number restrictions. This mass will be livestreamed and recorded should families wish to 

watch the mass.  

Shrove Tuesday – 16th February 

This day dates back to 1000 AD, when Shrove Tuesday was not only a day for Confession but a time for        

Catholics to feast on eggs, sugar and dairy which are traditionally restricted during the Lenten fast. People 

would often use these ingredients to make pancakes, hence the name ‘Pancake Tuesday’. The annual Pancake 

Toss will be held in MacKillop Hall in the afternoon. Year 6 students are invited to bring in a cooking pan and a 

pancake to compete against the teachers!  

Ash Wednesday -17th February  

Our Lenten Journey begins on Ash Wednesday. Ash Wednesday is the first day in the season of Lent. Lent can 

be observed by all Christians, and it is a beautiful way to remember Jesus’ sacrifice for us and prepare us for the 

Easter season. During Lent, we remember the 40 days that Jesus spent in the desert being tempted by the devil.  

We can use the next 40 days to live out the 2021 theme for Caritas’ Project Compassion, “Be More”. This chal-

lenges us to show compassion and is taken from the invitation of St. Oscar Romero, to “Aspire not to have 

more, but to be more.” This message invites us to step up and step out for those who do not have the everyday 

things they need for their survival that we take for granted. Those whose needs at this time are far beyond 

ours.  There will be an Ash Wednesday liturgy in MacKillop Hall for the Prep – Year 2 students on Wednesday 

at 9:00am. Parents of these students are invited to join us for this liturgy. A mass will be held in St Stephen’s 

church at midday for our Year 3 – 6 students. Parents of these students are invited to join us for the mass. 

MacKillop club will be leading some fundraisers and awareness initiatives this term to assist the important work 

Caritas does around the world.  

 

APRE Report 
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Middle Leader  

Parent Information Night 

The Parent Information Night is a great opportunity for you to meet your child’s teacher and learn more 

about how their classroom operates.  Teachers also love to give parents some great tips on how you can 

support your child at home. I look forward to meeting many of you tonight at 5pm. 

Goals for the Year 

Our main goal for 2021 at St Stephen’ School is Writing.  We are fortunate to be involved in the Diocesan 

Writing Improvement Strategy (WIS) which is being rolled out this year in many of our Catholic 

schools.  Our goal is that all students, from Prep – Year 6, will finish 2021 as better writers.  Writing is 

obviously a key communication skill and one which assists students in their learning and making their 

way in life.  As teachers, it is clearly recognised that all students can improve their writing ability with 

carefully taught strategies. 

Therefore, we have invested in a writing tool that will assist and support students in their writing         

development.  Write That Essay (WTE) consists of professional development for our entire staff, and an 

online tool for year 4-6 that uses artificial intelligence to assess and support the writing of our students. 

Students engage and use this tool to improve their writing clarity and to shape their writing to fit their 

intentions more clearly.  This is an exciting addition to the resources available here and we thank the 

P&F for kindly funding the cost of this online writing tool.  Year 4-6 students are welcome to    utilise 

this tool at home.  Additionally, in the lower school, teachers will be using a ‘Sentence Train’ which will 

teach each child a variety of sentence styles.   

Communication 
Please remember that we want to work with you to best support your child and their learning journey at 
St Stephen’s School. It is critical that you keep us informed of any information that may affect your 
child’s learning while in our care.  You can do this by writing in your child’s diary or sending an email to 
their classroom teacher/s. 
Daily Reading 
The Library is open again and all students have had the chance to 
borrow books for home and for their book boxes in the             
classrooms. Research has shown that recreational reading greatly 
develops a reader's knowledge and skills about reading, writing, 
grammar and vocabulary. Please encourage your child to read and 
please talk with them about the books they are currently reading. 
Library staff and classroom teachers are available to help all       
students find a suitable book; however, the five-finger rule is an 
excellent guide for readers.   
 
Reading Eggs 
Reading Eggs is available again for Prep to Year 3 to utilise at home and school.  Thanks to the P&F for 
kindly assisting families by funding this in 2021. 
 
Mathletics 
Mathletics is being used again this year to support and consolidate Numeracy concepts from Year 1 to 

Year 6.  We have been fortunate to obtain these subscriptions at a reduced cost this year and would ask 

you to pay for this at the office to ensure your child is able to use it in the classroom and at home (if you 

haven’t already done so).   
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Welcome to our new School Staff 

 

 

Hi my name is Lucy Norman. I’m really excited to be involved in 
the community at St Stephen’s, and teaching  Year 1. This is my 
first year teaching as I graduated from USQ in 2020. I really love 
and value working with children and have experience in different 
areas but mostly through sports coaching. When I’m not teaching 
or doing school things, I enjoy bike riding, painting and 
card  games with friends. I look forward to meeting all the         
students and working at St Stephen’s this year.  

 

 

Hi! My name is Belinda Phillips. I am so excited to be a part of the St. 

Stephen’s school community as I team teach in the Year 3 class with 

Mrs. Drew. I will mostly be focusing on Science,   Health and Maths.   

I grew up in Charleville and both my parents are deaf so I am quite  

fluent in Auslan. Prior to moving to the Darling Downs in 2016, I 

taught in Cunnamulla for 4 years. I have 3 children aged 2, 3 and 5 

and am returning to the classroom after 5 years of raising my        

children. I am looking  forward to a fun year ahead at St. Stephen’s! 

 

Please keep students home if they are 

un well.  

Students with flu like symptoms, tem-

peratures over 37 degrees and any 

contagious symptoms will be sent 

home. 

Government Directed Covid-19 Instruction 
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Year 5 News 

Week three already and we are definitely off and running in  

Year 5.  

This morning, our Year 5 Pledge was read out during mass, 

where the     children have agreed to: 

• Stay focused during lessons. 
• Be kind, caring and respectful to each other. 
• Be inclusive – welcome everyone. 
• Look after the school environment – especially our        

classroom and eating area. 
• Strive for success in everything they try. 
• Stay cheerful and positive, even when things go wrong. 
• Grow to become extraordinary leaders! 

 
We spent some time as a class working on this commitment 
and I am really pleased with the result. 
Mrs Cameron and I are looking forward to seeing how the class 
do grow with their knowledge and understanding and their   
commitment to their learning and development of relationships, 
so that they will become     extraordinary leaders. 
At the moment in Maths we are working on factors and multiples 
and the children are enjoying this activity as they can use their 
rolling      number knowledge. Have you asked your child to 
show you their rolling numbers?  
This week, a new Homework proforma will be sent home. There 
will be a letter explaining how it will work for the rest of the term. 
The children will receive this information on Friday this week. 
Basically, there will be an activities sheet which will have nine 
English options and nine Maths options. A recording sheet will 
be stuck into the back of their Homework book near their   
Reading Log. Children will complete two Maths and two English 
activities each week. Over the term, all activities must be     
completed at least once.  
Optional subscriptions for Year 5 include Mathletics and Write 
that  Essay. These can be accessed at home to extend or    
consolidate their learning. 
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Year 4 News 

Welcome back to another exciting school year. 2021 is shaping up to be a fantastic one.  Year 4 has had a         

wonderful start and I am looking forward to creating thrilling units to engage all students and create amazing 

memories of our year together. 

We are going to be busy over the next couple of weeks creating stories, artwork and handwriting for the           

Pittsworth Show. Students are enthusiastic and have loved working on their artworks in particular! 

Our units for the term are in full swing and students have enjoyed learning about lifecycles in Science and making 

comparisons between Australia, Africa and South America in Science.  Our Religion lessons have had us looking at 

religious             communities and the disciples of Jesus.  We will soon be looking at the letters of St Paul.   

In Maths, we have been concentrating on number – place value, rounding and multiplying by 10 and 100.           

Students have been keen to participate in Number Talks and are fantastic at expressing their thinking and sharing 

their strategies. 

In English, we have started Literacy groups and students are very eager to use our online Write That Essay 

platform.  This   program allows for students to receive immediate feedback and offers video lessons/tutorials on 

different sentence styles and tips and tricks they are able to use to improve their writing.  We have been looking  

at ‘making connections’ in our reading lessons and students are enjoying being able to share the connections they 

can make with different texts. 

Once all notes are returned, I am excited to start ‘tea with the teacher’.  It provides an excellent opportunity to get 

to know students better out of the hustle and bustle of the classroom and have a chat and a little bit of fun! 

Just a reminder that students can access Mathletics from home and tasks will always be assigned if students are 

wanting extra practice at concepts we are learning in class.  They will also have access to Write that Essay from 

home and there are daily challenges that they can complete if they are wanting to practice their writing skills.         

I will ensure that students write their usernames and passwords to these programs in their diaries incase they 

would like to use these at home. 

Year 4 will be the class on Celebration next Wednesday 17th February.  Two     

parents of students in the class on Celebration are invited to attend, along with 

two parents of Student of the Week award winners. It would be great to see you 

there if you have no prior commitments. 

If you are needing to contact me you can write a note in your child’s diary or 

email me at   Danielle.Conway@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Wishing you all a happy and safe Term One! 

Mrs Conway 

mailto:Danielle.Conway@twb.catholic.edu.au
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Year 6 News 

 

 

 

Welcome to our new Leaders of 2021. The year 6 students have had an excellent start to 

the year and are already taking on jobs and roles within the school. 

We have had a lot of fun learning about triangular, square and cubed numbers in       

Mathematics. The challenge, after we had written the information in our books, was to 

make the numbers using markers and MAB blocks. The students found this difficult, but a 

lot of fun. There was some amazing Mathematical thinking involved!! 

Today, our leaders received their badges in the very special Opening Mass. A huge thank 

you to Mrs. Drew for organising the Mass and practicing with the students. We are look-

ing forward to all the privileges and responsibilities of being a “Just” Leader.  

Part of this journey is to attend Emu Gully leadership camp on Friday 19th February. We 

are eager for this opportunity to work together as a team, learn some valuable skills and 

go through the infamous mud pit. 
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Sticky Beaks Lunch Bags are available for purchase at the 

front office.  

These can be used for your tuckshop orders at $10 each. 

 

Tuckshop 

Watch this Space 

Tuckshop starting soon. 

Parents will be sent a menu & start dates soon 

Relief Cleaner Wanted 

 

 

 

We require a relief cleaner for the school. 

 If you are interested in applying please contact the school for more details. 

 

Tuckshop Help   

Tuckshop will be held on a Wednesday. 

We are very happy to have Masae Whitelaw as our new Tuckshop conveyor.  

Masae is the grandmother of Seth  & Mackenzie D’Arcy. 

If you can spare some time to help in the Tuckshop from 9.30 to 11.30am on a 

Wednesday please contact the school office or phone Masae on 0432 180 886.  

All volunteers will need to complete a short induction. 

This can be completed at home. Please contact the office for more details. 
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Sport 

Inner Downs Trials 

 
Catholic Schools Swimming Carnival 

Best wishes to the St. Stephen’s swimming team who will be representing our school at the Catholic carnival on Wednesday. 

A reminder to be at the Weale Street bus shelter no later then 7:40am. Don’t forget your swimmers, school swimming cap, 

towel, lunch and water bottles.  Thanks to everyone who supported the  swimmers by purchasing a Hot Dog  last Thursday. 

The funds raised has covered the cost of their bus. 

Inner Downs Swimming Representatives 

Congratulations to the following swimmers:  Charlie Farrell, Chelsea Cameron, Jed Vonhoff, Abby Denning, Milla Fitzpatrick, 

Skye McEwan, Harper Dever and Gabrielle Drew. These students meet qualifying times to compete at the Inner Downs     

carnival on the 22nd February. We wish them all the best. 

Darling Downs Representative - Aquathlon 

Good luck Abby Denning who is travelling to Harvey Bay to compete in the State Championships for the Aquathlon as part of 

the Darling Downs team. I am sure she will be amazing.  

Cross Country Training 

Cross Country training before school will start on Thursday the 18th February, at 8am, with Mrs Drew, across the road at the 

Weale Street oval. All are welcome. 

Student Sporting Achievements  
Please feel free to send through any photos of students and their sporting achievements if you wish for them to be included 
in the school newsletter, attention to Mrs Ferguson. pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au  
 

SPORT Nominations due IDZ trial date DD trial date 

Golf   School Based nomination 16th February 

Swimming  22nd February 3rd   March 

AFL – Boys & Girls   School Based Nomination 18th March 

Softball – Boys & Girls    29th March 

Basketball – Boys & Girls   10th March 29th  March 

Netball – 11s &12s   15th March 27th April 

Rugby League – Boys 
11s & 12s 

    27th/28th April 

Hockey – Boys & Girls   24th March 27th April 

Touch Football -Boys/
Girls 

    4th May 

Orienteering   School Based Nomination 4th May 

Football (Soccer) -  Boys 
& Girls 

    9th/10th May 

Cross Country   30th April 17th May 

Tennis   5th May 24th May 

Rugby Union   School Based Nomination 6th/7th June 

Rugby League -  Girls     20th July 

Track & Field   22nd July 24th August 

Cricket - Boys   9th August (Country tri-
als 20th August 

29th/30th August 

Cricket - Girls   9th August 30th August 

Aquathlon   School Based Nomination 29th October 
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Tuition Fees for 2021 

FORMS TO BE COMPLETED & RETURNED TO SCHOOL 

1. Medical Information & Excursion Consent Form 

2. Responsible use of ICT agreement  

3. Bus & Updated details Form 

4. Library Permission Note 

Volunteers include parent, grandparents, friends and parishioners. 

If you intend volunteering at St Stephen’s school this year we require you to complete a 
short induction process.  You can complete the online training at home. 

Please call into the office to pick up the relevant paperwork. 

This process needs to be completed before any volunteer work in or outside the             
classrooms. This includes volunteering at Tuckshop if we can get a convenor for 2021. 

 

  Tuition Fees  
Incursion/
Excursion  Building Levy P&F Levy 

TCSO Levy –$16 
per student  

One Child $1,116.00 $90.00 $148.00 $120.00 $16.00 $1,490.00 

Two Children $2,028.00 $180.00 $156.00 $120.00 $32.00 $2,516.00 

Three Children $2,808.00 $270.00 $168.00 $120.00 $48.00 $3,414.00 

Four or more $2,808.00 $360.00 $177.00 $120.00 $64.00 $3,528.00 

School Fees are sent out in Week 3 of each Term. 

They are then due to be paid by Week 6 each term. 

Important Notice for Volunteers 

Camp Fundraising 

Year 5/6 students will be selling ice blocks every Monday and Tuesday of 
term 1 to raise money for this year's camp. 

 Ice blocks will be $1 each and sold at lunch time from the tuckshop. 
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Secondhand Uniforms 

Secondhand uniforms will be available on Tuesdays by appointment. Kym Norman will be 
available from 3:15pm on this day. Email Kym at kym.norman@twb.catholic.edu.au or  
contact the office to insure Kym & an appointment spot are available. 

Please note that second hand uniforms are a cash sale only.  

Price List 

Plain Shorts/ Skorts—$2 

Sports Shirts—$5 

Jumpers/Jackets (with logo) - $10 

Formal Shirts  - $5 

Hats—$2 

Second Hand Chair Bags —$2 

If you have any second hand uniforms that you would like to donate to the school, please 
drop them into the office. Please contact Kym if you can volunteer some time to help her 
do some sorting, selling or if you wish to take over the volunteer coordinating role. 

 

SKOOLBAG APP 

St Stephen’s School uses the 

skoolbag app to communicate 

more effectively with our school 

community. This app is a  

fantastic way for schools  to  

communicate with parents .  It 

will contain school newsletters, 

events, school notices,  

parent sick note forms and much 

more.   

We are inviting parents to install 

our Skoolbag App. To install it, 

just look for our school name St 

Stephen's Catholic Primary 

School Pittsworth in the Apple 

App  or Google Play Store, and 

install it on your mobile.  
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P&F Meeting Thursday 11th February 
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Hello from St Stephen’s OSHC 
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Community News 
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Important Dates for your Diary 

 

 

9th Feb Opening Mass 9:15am Church 

9th Feb Parent information evening 5 – 7pm  Tuckshop/MacKillop Hall 

10th Feb Catholic School’s Swimming Carnival Glennie 

10th Feb Year 3 Celebration 2.30pm Mac Hall 

11th Feb Parents and Friends AGM School library 

14th Feb Project Compassion Launch 9am St Patrick’s Cathedral 

16th Feb DD Golf Trials—School  based nominations  

16th Feb Shrove Tuesday - Pancake Toss   

16th Feb Year 5 Mass 9am Church 

17th Feb Year 4 Celebration 2:30pm Mac Hall 

17th Feb Ash Wednesday liturgy 9am Prep – Year 2 Mac Hall 

17th Feb Ash Wednesday mass 12pm Years 3 – 6 St Stephen’s Church 

19th Feb Year 6 Leader’s Day Emu Gully 

22nd Feb Inner Downs Swimming Carnival Pittsworth Aquatic Centre 

23rd Feb Year 4 Mass 9am Church 

2nd Mar Year 3 Mass 9am St Stephen’s 

3rd March Year 6 Celebration 2:30pm Mac Hall 

3rd March DD swim trials Gatton 

5th – 6th March Pittsworth Show   

8th March School photos   

9th March Year 2 Mass 9am Church 

10th March Inner Downs Basketball Trials  

10th March Year 2 Celebration 2:30pm Mac Hall 

15th March Inner Downs netball trials Highfields 

16th March Year 1 Mass 9am Church 

17th March St Patrick’s Feast Day   

17th March MacKillop Celebration 2:30pm Mac Hall 
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School Office Hours 

 

8:15am –3.30pm 

Monday to Friday 

School Term Days 

18th March T-Ball Gala day year 4   

18th March DD AFL trials—School based nominations   

19th March St Joseph’s Feast Day Mass 9:15am   

19th March National Day of Action against Bullying and 
Violence 

  

21st March Harmony Day   

23rd March Prep Mass 9am Church 

24th March Inner Downs Hockey  trails   

24th March Year 1 Celebration 2:30pm Mac Hall 

26th March School Cross Country   

28th March School Family Mass 8:30am Church 

29th – 31st March Parent teacher interviews   

29th March DD Softball trials   

29th March DD Basketball trials   

30th March Whole School Reconciliation   

1st April Holy Thursday liturgy   

1st April Last Day of term 1   

2nd April Good Friday   

 20th April First day of term 2   

Important Dates for your Diary 


