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“There are always miracles in the world, even when it seems dark”.  

Eddie Jaku 

This year for Christmas I was given a copy of the book “The Happiest man 

on Earth” by Eddie Jaku. I was delighted to receive this present as I had 

heard Eddie being interviewed about his life on TV and couldn’t wait to 

delve deeper into his life story. 

Eddie was born Abraham Salomon Jakubowicz in Leipzig, Germany in 

1920. Eddie thought of himself as a German first and a Jew second. He 

was a very proud German. All of that changed in 1938 when he was beaten 

and         arrested and taken to a concentration camp. For seven years   

Eddie faced many, many unimaginable horrors. He lost his mother, father, 

relatives, friends and his country. Eddie made a vow to pay tribute to all 

those he had lost to live his best possible life each day. To smile every day.  

From the moment I picked up Eddie’s book I couldn’t put it down. Here is 

an extraordinary man who seeks out happiness even in his darkest hours.     

Eddie believes happiness is something we can choose. It is up to us. There 

are many life lessons we can take from Eddie’s book during our Lenten   

journey. “To aspire not to have more but to be more”. (Oscar Romero) 

We need to look inside ourselves are ask, “How can I make a difference? 

How can I be more?” Perhaps it is by taking a leaf out of Eddie Jaku’s 

book. We can try to smile every day. We can try to be more kind. We can 

try to be more patient. We can try to be more loving. That would certainly 

make the world a better place. 

Eddie believed that alone we are powerless, but together we are strong. 

Let’s work together at St Stephen’s School to be make the world a better 

place. Let’s begin by making our school a better place. There is no better 

time to start then during our Lenten preparation. Each class has a Lenten 

Tree where children have been adding their Lenten good deeds. The trees   

already have a lot of leaves on them. By the time Easter arrives I hope to 

see the class Lenten trees covered with an abundance of leaves.  I also 

hope our school is a warmer happier place filled with happy children and 

adults. 

God Bless, 

Janine 

 

Term 1 School Fees have been issued. If you have not received these via 
email, please contact the school office. Payment for these are due by the 
19th March. 

 “We must 
teach more by 
example than 

by word.” 
 

St. Mary of the Cross 
Mackillop  

Term 1 Week 5 Newsletter 
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  Principal Message

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300 683 390 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

• Mrs. Janine Butlin 

• Mrs. Suellen Dennis 

• Mrs. Anna Lee 

• Mrs. Jennifer Fenn 
 
School Counsellor 
        
       Jennifer Fenn 

School Office Hours 

46931627 

 8.15am—3.30pm  
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APRE Report 

 

Last week we began the very important season of Lent with an Ash Wednesday Liturgy 

for Prep – Year 2 and mass for Year 3 -6 students. Lent is a period of forty days leading 

up to Easter. It is a time for prayer and reflection on the way we live our lives, and the 

way God wants us to live our lives. It is a message we remind our students all of the 

year . Traditionally it is a time where we might ‘give something up’. This year we are also 

challenging our students to ‘Be More’. Each classroom has a Lenten Tree for teachers to 

write on leaves when a student has lived up to the challenge of ‘Be More’.  A kind,      

generous or compassionate action to another person; just as Jesus taught us. We look 

forward to seeing our trees full of leaves by the end of the term! 

CARITAS FUNDRAISER – Easter Raffle 

During Lent, we try to live prayerfully, simply and generously so that our relationship 

with God deepens. This is also a time to donate to Project Compassion, coordinated by 

a Catholic organisation called Caritas who help people around the world who are less 

fortunate than us. This year, the MacKillop Club will be running an Easter Raffle to raise 

money for Caritas.  We are asking families to donate Easter items for the raffle prizes. 

This can include chocolates, baskets, stickers etc. Tickets will begin to be sold in Week 7 

and they will be $1 each. The raffle will be drawn in the last week of term.  

PANCAKE TOSS 

Thank you to the teachers and Year 6 students for a fun afternoon at the Pancake Toss! 

It was so great to have every Year 6 student bring a pan and a pancake so they could 

participate. Congratulations to the winners, Mrs Norman and Thomas!  
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200 years of Catholic Education – Prayer Cards  

Each school in the diocese have been sent prayer cards for our school community.  

These have a beautiful picture of Our Lady of the Southern Cross and the national    

prayer for 200 years of Catholic Education. This prayer will be used in classrooms and 

masses and liturgies throughout the year.  

APRE Report 
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Middle Leader  
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Students of the week 

 

 

 

 

Please keep students home if they are 

un well.  

Students with flu like symptoms, tem-

peratures over 37 degrees and any 

contagious symptoms will be sent 

home. 

Government Directed Covid-19 Instruction 

Riley Suell, Emma Norman, Chelsea Cameron, Jacob Drew, Jacob Mahon 

and Sarah Hegarty 
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Year 1 News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It has been a busy start to 2021 in Year 1. We have been busy settling in and getting used 

to the rhythm of being a year 1 student. We have been learning about rhyme, numbers to 

100, animals in their natural habitat as well as enjoying some class games! I believe some 

highlights in our classroom include, working with the BeeBots and completing our Super 

Hero art for the Show.  

In English we have been enjoying the creative work of Aaron Blabey as our feature texts in 

looking at rhyme and building connections with the story. Everyone is loving the silly   

characters and craziness of his stories and I am sure some of you have heard these stories 

at home too.  

In Maths, we have been focusing on our numbers to 100, it is great to see some connec-

tions being made with the 100s chart and confidence growing in their number knowledge. 

Don’t forget students do have access to Mathletics at home if they are looking to do 

something more and practice their number knowledge.  

As always please email or write a note in the diary if you have any questions or concerns!  
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Year 2 News 

In Year 2, we have been very busily looking after some Mealworms. As part of our Science 

unit, ‘Watch it Grow’ we have been observing the changes of some Mealworms that have 

been stored in the classroom and in the fridge. We have been making observations on 

what we notice about their growth each day and will continue to do so for the next 20 or 

so days. Students have also shared their baby photos and measurements to compare with 

their present measurements and to make judgements on how they have changed and 

grown.  

In English, we have been reviewing simple sentences and are now working on compound 

sentences. We have also been looking at some Margaret Wild texts including Old Pig and 

Fox. Students have been identifying language features such as nouns, adjectives and verbs 

within these texts and have been looking at a range of vocabulary to make their writing 

more exciting.  

In Maths, students have been learning about counting patterns and counting to 1000. 

They have been journaling in their Maths Journals and have used the FISH strategy to help 

them with problem solving. We have been focusing on using the blue fish  

(what information do I already have?) and the red fish (what am I asked to find?)  

It has been a fantastic start to the year with so many eager learners who have brought a 

wealth of knowledge to the classroom.  

 

Take care and God bless, 

Mrs McGlashan 
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Year 3 News 

We have had a great start in Year 3 this term! The students have loved being part of the 

big school and sitting at their own desks! This has meant that we have had to focus on 

being organized and ready to learn for each lesson, by having the necessary equipment 

on our desks and keeping our areas clean and tidy!  

We have discussed our classroom and school rules and why these help us in our daily 

lives and the rules were around in Jesus’ time – the 10 commandments. We will then look 

at what meaning the 10 commandments have for us today.  

In English we are reading ‘Are we there yet’ and learning about the structure of              

information reports, and simple and compound sentences. This links with our HASS unit 

as we are focusing on Australia and researching different capital cities around Australia 

and the different man-made and natural landmarks these places have. We will be writing 

an information report about our chosen capital city.  

We are looking at Number this term in Mathematics. There have been lots of hands-on 

investigations about odd and even numbers, place value and addition and subtraction.  

In Science we have been learning about how to classify different living things and various 

commonalities and differences between some plants and animals. Students have also 

been checking their own predictions of living things and providing justifications of these.  

In Health we have been investigating healthy food choices based on nutrients and        

portions. We have also been looking at what influences our food choices and students 

have worked collaboratively to create their own healthy sandwich recipes.    

We have been busy in Art creating clowns for the Pittsworth show and look forward to 

seeing them on display!  

A reminder that library books and home readers get changed on Wednesday during      

library borrowing and homework is due on Thursdays and given out on Fridays.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 9 

 

  Tuckshop helpers needed on a Wednesday. (Mums, Dads, 

Grandparents.) Please contact the school office if you can 

volunteer on a Wednesday from 9.30am till 11.30am. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sticky Beaks Lunch Bags are available for purchase at the 

front office.  

These can be used for your tuckshop orders at $10 each. 

 

Tuckshop 
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Sport 

Inner Downs Trials 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inner Downs Swimming Representatives 

Congratulations to the following swimmers:  Charlie Farrell, Chelsea Cameron,              

Jed Vonhoff and Abby Denning who were successful in gaining selection into the Inner 

Downs swim team. Best Wishes to all students at Darling Downs trials next Wednesday. 

A special mention to Abby Denning who broke the 11 years Inner Downs 100m Back-

stroke record. 

 

Darling Downs Representative - Aquathlon 

Just recently Abby Denning represented the Darling Downs Aquathlon team in 

Harvey Bay. She represented our school proudly & placed 32 out of 101          

Competitors. Well done Abby. 

Cross Country Training 

Cross Country training before school has started, please arrive at 8am sharp. 

Please meet Mrs Drew, across the road at the Weale Street oval. All are welcome. 

 
Student Sporting Achievements  
Please feel free to send through any photos of students and their sporting achievements if you wish for them to 
be included in the school newsletter, attention to Mrs Ferguson. pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au  
 

SPORT  Nominations due  IDZ trial date  DD trial date  

Swimming    22nd February  3rd   March  

AFL – Boys & Girls   8th March School Based Nomination  18th March  

Softball – Boys & Girls     17th February 29th March  

Basketball – Boys & Girls   5th March 10th March  29th  March  

Netball – 11s &12s    15th March  27th April  

Rugby League – Boys 11s & 
12s  

   11th March 27th/28th April  

Hockey – Boys & Girls    24th March  27th April  

Touch Football -Boys/Girls     25th March 4th May  

Orienteering    School Based Nomination  4th May  

Football (Soccer) -  Boys & 
Girls  

    9th/10th May  

Cross Country   1st April 23rd  April  17th May  

Tennis     5th May  24th May  

Rugby Union    School Based Nomination  6th/7th June  

Rugby League -  Girls      20th July  

Track & Field    22nd July  24th August  

Cricket - Boys    9th August (Country trials 

20th August  

29th/30th August  

Cricket - Girls    9th August  30th August  

Aquathlon    School Based Nomination  29th October  



 11 

 

Catholic Schools Swimming Carnival 

Volunteers include parent, grandparents, friends and parishioners. 

If you intend volunteering at St Stephen’s school this year we require you to complete a 
short induction process.  You can complete the online training at home. 

Please call into the office to pick up the relevant paperwork. 

This process needs to be completed before any volunteer work in or outside the             
classrooms. This includes volunteering at Tuckshop. 

 

Important Notice for Volunteers 

Camp Fundraising 

Year 5/6 students will be selling ice blocks every Monday and Tuesday of 
term 1 to raise money for this year's camp. 

 Ice blocks will be $1 each and sold at lunch time from the tuckshop. 

On Wednesday 10th of February, a team of 21 students represented              
St Stephen’s School at Glennie Aquatic Centre.  It was great to see our Swim 
Team enjoying themselves, pushing themselves for personal bests and 
meeting some new friends from other Catholic Schools.  This is an             
opportunity that we appreciate every year, and it is certainly an enjoyable 
day for all.   
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Secondhand Uniforms 

Secondhand uniforms will be available on Tuesdays by appointment. Kym Norman will be 
available from 3:15pm on this day. Email Kym at kym.norman@twb.catholic.edu.au or  
contact the office to ensure Kym & an appointment spot are available. 

Please note that second hand uniforms are a cash sale only.  

Price List 

Plain Shorts/ Skorts—$2 

Sports Shirts—$5 

Jumpers/Jackets (with logo) - $10 

Formal Shirts  - $5 

Hats—$2 

Second Hand Chair Bags —$2 

If you have any second hand uniforms that you would like to donate to the school, please 
drop them into the office. Please contact Kym if you can volunteer some time to help her 
do some sorting, selling or if you wish to take over the volunteer coordinating role. 

 

SKOOLBAG APP 

St Stephen’s School uses the 

skoolbag app to communicate 

more effectively with our school 

community. This app is a  

fantastic way for schools  to  

communicate with parents .  It 

will contain school newsletters, 

events, school notices,  

parent sick note forms and much 

more.   

We are inviting parents to install 

our Skoolbag App. To install it, 

just look for our school name St 

Stephen's Catholic Primary 

School Pittsworth in the Apple 

App  or Google Play Store, and 

install it on your mobile.  
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School Banking 
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St Stephen’s Outside Hours Care 
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Community News 
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Important Dates for your Diary 

 

 

2nd Mar Year 3 Mass 9am St Stephen’s 

3rd March Year 6 Celebration 2:30pm Mac Hall 

3rd March DD swim trials Gatton 

5th March Prep—Year 2 Pittsworth Show Excursion 9am  

5th – 6th March Pittsworth Show   

8th March School photos   

9th March Year 2 Mass 9am Church 

10th March Inner Downs Basketball Trials  

10th March Year 2 Celebration 2:30pm Mac Hall 

15th March Inner Downs netball trials Highfields 

16th March Year 1 Mass 9am Church 

17th March St Patrick’s Feast Day  Church 

17th March MacKillop Celebration 2:30pm Mac Hall 18th March T-Ball Gala day year 4  Kearney Springs 

18th March DD AFL trials—School based nominations   

19th March St Joseph’s Feast Day Mass 9:15am  Church 

19th March National Day of Action against Bullying and 
Violence 

  

19th March Term 1 School Fees Due  

21st March Harmony Day   

23rd March Prep Mass 9am Church 

24th March Inner Downs Hockey  trials   

24th March Year 1 Celebration 2:30pm Mac Hall 

26th March School Cross Country  Weale Street Oval 

28th March School Family Mass 8:30am  - TBC Church 

29th – 31st March Parent teacher interviews   

29th March DD Softball trials   

29th March DD Basketball trials   

30th March Whole School Reconciliation  Church 

1st April Easter  liturgy  Mac Hall 

1st April Last Day of term 1   

2nd April Good Friday   

 20th April First day of term 2   
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Community News 
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Community News 

 

 

School Office Hours 

 

8:15am –3.30pm 

Monday to Friday 

School Term Days 


