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Last week I witnessed the culmination of many weeks of hard work by teachers, students, 

and parents of St Stephen’s School. If you were lucky enough to visit the Pittsworth Show 

last week you would have seen hundreds of children’s entries of writing, handwriting, art, 

cooking, produce on display in the Pavilion. The St Stephen’s chip van was operated by 

parent helpers over the course of the show, and many children also participated in the 

events on offer in the ring. 

Thank you to the families who volunteered and supported the Pittsworth Show. What a 

wonderful community event. Throughout 2020, I know many Australians missed out on 

events such as the Pittsworth Show. However, last week old and young members of the 

Pittsworth Community were out in force to celebrate the myriad of talent we have as a 

community. 

This Thursday evening in the school library there is a special meeting being held by the 

Parents and Friends Association. The purpose of the meeting is to discuss and vote on the 

motion that the St Stephen’s Parents and Friends Association dissolve and join with the  

St Stephen’s School board in forming a new structure of a Parent Partnership Forum 

(PPF). Please see below and excerpt from the PPF constitution explaining why this new 

model is being put forward as an alternative to our current Parents and Friends and 

School Board model. 

“Catholic schools have long considered the partnership with parents as crucial to 
schools being actively involved within the local community. Toowoomba Catholic 
Schools welcomes the involvement of parents in all aspects of school life and   
commits to nurturing active partnerships with families and facilitating opportunities 
for parents to participate in the life of the school community. The students’ learning 
journey is enriched through positive and reciprocal relationships. 
Traditionally the formal collaboration between parents and school has occurred 
through two recognised groups, School Boards and Parents & Friends (P&F)       
Associations. There are many examples where the School Board and P&F model 
continue to function effectively. Conversely, an increasing number of schools are 
questioning whether these traditional avenues of parent involvement and             
engagement continue to serve the needs of all school contexts. Some schools     
cite difficulty in enlisting sufficient numbers of people to fill the traditional volunteer 
positions on Boards and P&F Executives. What is clear across all school contexts 
though, is a diminishing number of parents willing and able to be involved through 
traditional channels. 
Given this reality, it is timely to consider an alternative model which honors the 
place of parents in the life of schools and provides a more effective and realistic 
avenue for the voice of parents to contribute to school planning and decision     
making. The changing nature of families and schools has shifted the traditional    
understanding of parent involvement. Some school communities are now looking to 
new models of parent involvement and engagement which better serve their current 
context. 
The absence of an authentic, formal avenue for parent input into school planning 
and decision-making is not acceptable. The challenge is ensuring that all parents 
feel welcomed and able to make a worthwhile contribution to the life of the school 
and the education journey of their child. 
The Parent Partnership Forum (PPF) is a suggested way for schools to achieve this 
goal. It provides an alternate model which integrates the functions of the school 
Board and the P&F, acknowledging that not all functions can be replicated in this 
new model.” 
Please come along Thursday night and join in the discussion regarding this important    
decision for the school community. 
 
God Bless 
Janine 
 

Please remember to keep your child/ren home if they are sick. 

 “We must 
teach more by 
example than 

by word.” 
 

St. Mary of the Cross 
Mackillop  

Term 1 Week 5 Newsletter 
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  Principal Message

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300 683 390 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

• Mrs. Janine Butlin 

• Mrs. Suellen Dennis 

• Mrs. Anna Lee 

• Mrs. Jennifer Fenn 
 
School Counsellor 
        
       Jennifer Fenn 

School Office Hours 

46931627 

 8.15am—3.30pm  

School fees are due 

19th March. Please 

contact the office if 

you haven't  

received these. 
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APRE Report 

 

CARITAS FUNDRAISER – Easter Raffle 

During Lent, we try to live prayerfully, simply and generously so that our relationship with God     

deepens. This is also a time to donate to Project Compassion, coordinated by a Catholic organisation 

called Caritas who help people around the world who are less fortunate than us. This year, the   

MacKillop Club will be running an Easter Raffle to raise money for Caritas.  We are asking families to 

donate Easter items for the raffle prizes. This can include chocolates, baskets, stickers etc. Tickets will 

begin to be sold in Week 7 and they will be $1 each. The raffle will be drawn in the last week of term.  

Term One Family Mass – Cancelled 

The Family Mass that was planned this term will not be going ahead due to limited numbers allowed 

in the church. We hope and pray restrictions continue to ease and we will be able to begin Family 

Masses again in Term 2. These are a wonderful opportunity for school and parish community        

members to come together to celebrate Eucharist.  

St Joseph’s Feast Day – Friday 19th March  

Year 3 will be leading us in the St Joseph Feast Day Mass next Friday 19th March at 9:15am Parents and 

friends are welcome to join with the school community at St Stephen’s church.  

200 Years of Catholic Education – Show Display 

The Pittsworth Show was a perfect opportunity to share with the community about the important    

celebration for Catholic Schools this year – 200 years of Catholic Education. Thanks to all the teaching 

staff and students who contributed to this lovely display. We look forward to celebrating this            

incredible milestone throughout the year.  
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Due to unforeseen circumstances we have had to change the day of the 

Principals Morning Tea. 

The morning tea will no longer be this Friday 12th March but next Monday 

15th March instead. 

Thank you for your understanding & we are very much looking forward to 

spending the morning with those students who have been invited. 

 

Mrs. Butlin & Mrs. Meara 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday 17th March at 6:00pm, there will be a concert showcasing the 
dances that the children have learnt throughout the week. All students will 
need to be school by 5:45pm, ready to perform. Performance is an integral 
element of the dance curriculum. Children will be assessed on their dance 
skills and performance over the three days. 

 

Due to Covid  restrictions & work place health & safety requirements only 2 
parents/careers may attend per family group. All adults will be required to 
sign in at the Bus Shelter or Weale Street gates. Staff will be at these gates 
with a QR code for scanning or a paper sign in register. 

Principals Morning Tea 

Footsteps Dance Concert 
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Middle Leader  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NAPLAN – Parent and Carer Support  

As children progress through their school years, it is very important that checks are made along the way to 
see how well they are learning the essential skills of reading, writing and mathematics – skills that will set 
them upon the path to success as adults.  

NAPLAN is a point-in-time assessment that allows parents to see how their child is progressing in literacy 
and numeracy against the national standard and compared with their peers throughout Australia. At the 
classroom level, NAPLAN provides additional information to support teachers’ professional judgement about 

This year, St Stephen’s School will be moving to NAPLAN online.  NAPLAN Online is a tailored test that 
adapts to student responses, providing better assessment and more precise results. Year 3 
will NOT complete their Writing test online this year.  

Preparing for NAPLAN  

NAPLAN assesses literacy and numeracy skills that students have already learnt through the school        
curriculum. Teachers will ensure that students are familiar with the test formats and will provide appropriate 
support and guidance. Excessive preparation is not useful and can lead to unnecessary anxiety. If you have 
any questions about your child's preparation for NAPLAN, please make a time to speak with your child's 
teacher.  

NAPLAN tests are constructed to give students an opportunity to demonstrate skills they have learnt over 
time through the school curriculum, and NAPLAN test days should be treated as just another routine event 
on the school calendar. The best way you can help your child prepare for NAPLAN is to reassure them that 
NAPLAN tests are just one part of their school program, and to advise them to simply do the best they can on 
the day.  

ACARA does not recommend the use of commercial products, such as booklets and practice tests, to help 
your child prepare for NAPLAN tests. None of the commercial products currently on the market were          
endorsed by ACARA. The use of services by coaching providers is not recommended.  

Participating in NAPLAN  

All students in Years 3 and 5 are expected to participate in NAPLAN tests.  NAPLAN tests give you infor-
mation on how your child is progressing against national standards. This information can be used to identify 
areas in which your child may benefit from additional assistance. NAPLAN does not replace, but rather com-
plements assessments run by your child's classroom teacher throughout the year.  

Wherever possible, please refrain from making any appointments for your child (if they are in Year 3 
or Year 5) between Tuesday 11th of May and Wednesday 19th of May.    
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Students of the week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please keep students home if they are 

un well.  

Students with flu like symptoms, tem-

peratures over 37 degrees and any 

contagious symptoms will be sent 

home. 

Government Directed Covid-19 Instruction 

MacKillop Club 
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Library News 
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Parent Teacher Interviews 
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Tuckshop 

 

 

 

 

Tuckshop helpers needed on a Wednesday. (Mums, Dads, Grandparents.) Please contact 

the school office or Masae 04232180886 if you can volunteer on a Wednesday from 

9.30am till 11.30am. 

 

Sticky Beaks Lunch Bags are available for purchase at the 

front office.  

These can be used for your tuckshop orders at $10 each. 

 

 

 

 

A big thank you goes to Anita Mahon for making up some new labels for the  

tuckshop boxes & new ice-cream labels.  

 

Photo order envelopes for individual & sibling photos went home Tuesday 9th March. 

If you didn’t receive these please contact the school office. 

Orders & payment are due by 21st April. 

 

If your child/ren were absent on Monday 8th March when school photos were taken the 

Photographer is having a make up photo day on Wednesday 17th March 

 

 

School Photos 
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Tuckshop 

THIS Month’s Special— 

 

Chicken Burger (crumbed chicken, lettuce, cheese and mayo)  $4.00 
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Sport 

Inner Downs Trials 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Claimers: 
Year 4 T-Ball Gala Day - Thursday 18th March at Kearney Springs Toowoomba.  
 
Cross Country Carnival – Friday 26th March at St. Stephen’s Weale Street oval. 
9am (Year 3-6) 
10:30am (Prep-Year 2) approx. 
Races to commence at 9am 
Order of Events: 

12 years Boys/Girls (3km) – 6 laps 
11 years Boys/Girls (3km) – 6 laps 
10 years Boys/Girls (2km) – 4 laps 
9 years Boys/Girls (1.5km) – 3 laps 
8 years Boys/Girls (1km) – 2 laps 
7 years Boys/Girls (800m) – start is marked 
6 years Boys/Girls (600m) – start is marked 
5 years Boys/Girls (400m) – start is marked 

 
A note will be sent out closer to date. 
Cross Country Training 

Cross Country training before school has started, please arrive at 8am sharp. Please meet Mrs Drew, across the road at the 

Weale Street oval. All are welcome. 

 
Student Sporting Achievements  
Please feel free to send through any photos of students and their sporting achievements if you wish for them to 
be included in the school newsletter, attention to Mrs Ferguson. pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au  

SPORT  Nominations due  IDZ trial date  DD trial date  

AFL – Boys & Girls   8th March School Based Nomination  18th March  

Basketball – Boys & Girls   5th March 10th March  29th  March  

Netball – 11s &12s    15th March  27th April  

Rugby League – Boys 11s & 
12s  

   11th March 27th/28th April  

Hockey – Boys & Girls    24th March  27th April  

Touch Football -Boys/Girls     25th March 4th May  

Orienteering    School Based Nomination  4th May  

Football (Soccer) -  Boys & 
Girls  

    9th/10th May  

Cross Country   1st April 23rd  April  17th May  

Tennis     5th May  24th May  

Rugby Union    School Based Nomination  6th/7th June  

Rugby League -  Girls      20th July  

Track & Field    22nd July  24th August  

Cricket - Boys    9th August (Country trials 

20th August  

29th/30th August  

Cricket - Girls    9th August  30th August  

Aquathlon    School Based Nomination  29th October  
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Darling Downs Swimming Trials 

Volunteers include parent, grandparents, friends and parishioners. 

If you intend volunteering at St Stephen’s school this year we require you to complete a 
short induction process.  You can complete the online training at home. 

Please call into the office to pick up the relevant paperwork. 

This process needs to be completed before any volunteer work in or outside the             
classrooms. This includes volunteering at Tuckshop. 

 

Important Notice for Volunteers 

Camp Fundraising 

Year 5/6 students will be selling Ice Blocks every Monday and Tuesday of 
term 1 to raise money for this year's camp. 

 Ice blocks will be $1 each and sold at lunch time from the tuckshop. 

 

Year 5/6 Students are also having a PIZZA MEAL DEAL DAY on Thursday 25th 
March 2021 to fundraise for camp. Order forms went home today & need to 
be return with payment by 19th March if you wish to place an order. 

Darling Downs Swimming Representatives  
Congratulations to Abby Denning who was successful in gaining selection into the Darling Downs swim 
team in five events. Abby came 3rd in the 100m Freestyle, 100m Backstroke and the 50m Backstroke at 
the Darling Downs Trials. Best Wishes to Abby who competes at the State Championships in Brisbane 
later this month. 



 12 

 

Secondhand Uniforms 

Secondhand uniforms will be available on Tuesdays by appointment. Kym Norman will be 
available from 3:15pm on this day. Email Kym at kym.norman@twb.catholic.edu.au or  
contact the office to ensure Kym & an appointment spot are available. 

Please note that second hand uniforms are a cash sale only.  

Price List 

Plain Shorts/ Skorts—$2 

Sports Shirts—$5 

Jumpers/Jackets (with logo) - $10 

Formal Shirts  - $5 

Hats—$2 

Second Hand Chair Bags —$2 

If you have any second hand uniforms that you would like to donate to the school, please 
drop them into the office. Please contact Kym if you can volunteer some time to help her 
do some sorting, selling or if you wish to take over the volunteer coordinating role. 

 

SKOOLBAG APP 

St Stephen’s School uses the 

skoolbag app to communicate 

more effectively with our school 

community. This app is a  

fantastic way for schools  to  

communicate with parents .  It 

will contain school newsletters, 

events, school notices,  

parent sick note forms and much 

more.   

We are inviting parents to install 

our Skoolbag App. To install it, 

just look for our school name St 

Stephen's Catholic Primary 

School Pittsworth in the Apple 

App  or Google Play Store, and 

install it on your mobile.  
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School Banking 

 

School Banking volunteers needed.  
Please contact the school office if you can spare 30 minutes on a 
Monday. 
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St Stephen’s Outside Hours Care 

 

 



 15 

 

Community News 
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Collection Notice 
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Collection Notice 
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Pittsworth Show Results 
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Pittsworth Show Results 
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Important Dates for your Diary 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10th March Inner Downs Basketball Trials  

10th March Year 6 Celebration 2:30pm Mac Hall 

12th March Year 4 excursion to Darling Downs Zoo  

15th March Principals Morning Tea  

15th March Book Club Issue 2 Orders & Money Due  

15th March Inner Downs netball trials Highfields 

15th March Footsteps Dance Company lessons  

16th March Footsteps Dance Company lessons  

16th March Year 1 Mass 9am Church 

17th March Footsteps Dance Company lessons  

17th March Make up Photos for students that were 
absent on School Photo Day 

 

17th March St Patrick’s Feast Day  Church 

17th March Year 1 Celebration 2:30pm Mac Hall 

17th March School Concert showcasing Footsteps 
Dance Lessons—5.45pm 

 Sports Hall 

18th March T-Ball Gala day year 4  Kearney Springs 

18th March DD AFL trials—School based nominations   

19th March St Joseph’s Feast Day Mass 9:15am  Church 

19th March National Day of Action against Bullying and 
Violence 

  

19th March Term 1 School Fees Due  

21st March Harmony Day   

22nd March Parent Teacher Interviews Start—Prep Only  

23rd March Prep Mass 9am Church 

24th March Inner Downs Hockey  trials   

24th March MacKillop Club Celebration 2:30pm Mac Hall 

25th March Pizza Meal Deal Day  

26th March School Cross Country  Weale Street Oval 

29th – 31st March Parent teacher interviews   

29th March DD Softball trials   

29th March DD Basketball trials   

30th March Whole School Reconciliation  Church 

1st April Easter  liturgy  Mac Hall 

1st April Last Day of term 1   

2nd April Good Friday   

 20th April First day of term 2   


