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“If you want to lift yourself up, lift someone else up”.   

Brooker T Washington 

Last Wednesday evening, all the classes from prep to year 6 

proudly presented dances they had been taught by the        

Footsteps instructor – Annalisa. It was a wonderful evening. 

Every child in every class joined in the dances. School staff also 

joined in the fun, coming together for a couple of ‘secret’ practise 

sessions before the big night.  

At the end of the evening, Annalisa – the dance instructor paid 

tribute to our school community. Annalisa told me she had been 

speaking to her supervisor and told her what an amazing school 

St Stephen’s is. She was very complementary about the        

children’s behaviour and engagement in the dance lessons   

leading up to the concert.  In fact, she said she had never been 

to a school where every child willingly took part in the lessons.  

In amongst the rain, the noise, and the stray dog, I stopped and 

smiled. How lucky am I to be apart of such a wonderful teaching 

and learning community. Our community involvement is our 

strength. It’s also something we must never take for granted. We 

must continue to nurture each other within our community.  

At Stephen’s we promote the writings of St Mary of the Cross 

MacKillop. Having an attitude of gratitude is something we have 

been encouraging during the season of Lent. Throughout our 

school, Lenten trees are filling up with many, many         

acknowledgements of good deeds.  

As we draw closer and closer to the end of the term and Easter 

draws nearer and nearer. Let us all remain steadfast in our vow 

to ‘Be more”. Be more gracious, be more kind, be more giving!  

May you all have a restful and blessed Easter break with your 

family and friends.  

Thank you everything you do for our school community. 

God Bless 

Janine 

 “We must 
teach more by 
example than 

by word.” 
 

St. Mary of the Cross 
Mackillop  
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  Principal Message

Student Protection Re-

sources for Parents: 

For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188 

Child Safety Services 

You can make a report of 

voice your concerns- 

1300 683 390 

SCHOOL STUDENT  
PROTECTION CONTACTS 
 

• Mrs. Janine Butlin 

• Mrs. Suellen Dennis 

• Mrs. Anna Lee 

• Mrs. Jennifer Fenn 
 
School Counsellor 
        
       Jennifer Fenn 

School Office Hours 

46931627 

 8.15am—3.30pm  

School fees are 

over due. Please 

make payment if 

you haven’t done 

so already. 
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APRE Report 

CARITAS FUNDRAISER – Easter Raffle 

During Lent, we try to live prayerfully, simply and generously so that our relationship 

with God deepens. This is also a time to donate to Project Compassion, coordinated by 

a Catholic organisation called Caritas who help people around the world who are less 

fortunate than us. This year, the MacKillop Club will be running an Easter Raffle to raise 

money for Caritas.  We are asking families to donate Easter items for the raffle prizes. 

This can include chocolates, baskets, stickers etc. Tickets are being sold before school 

and at lunchtimes and they will be $1 each. The raffle will be drawn after the Easter     

Liturgy on Thursday.  

EASTER LITURGY 

The Easter Liturgy will be held in MacKillop Hall at 9.30am on Thursday 1st April. Parents 

are welcome to join us for this Liturgy. We ask all parents to enter via the MacKillop Hall 

entrance.  

LENTEN TREES 

At the beginning of Lent, classes were given a Lenten Tree. Whenever students were 

seen doing a kind deed at home or at school, it was written on a leaf and added to the 

tree.  This was to fit in with the Caritas theme of ‘Be More’. Where students were     

challenged to ‘Be More’ in their actions and words during Lent. It will be wonderful to 

see the trees at the end of the term!  
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ST JOSEPH FEAST DAY MASS 

Thanks to the Year 3 class for leading the St Joseph Feast 
Day Mass last Friday. This day commemorates the life of                    
St. Joseph, the foster father of Jesus and husband of 
Mary. There is very little about the life of Joseph in the 
Gospels, but still, we know that he was married to Mary, 
the father of Jesus, a carpenter and a man who was not 
wealthy. We also know that he came from the royal       
lineage of King David. For 2021, Pope Francis issued a   
decree launching this year as the year for St Joseph. Saint 
Mary MacKillop’s order was named the Sisters of St      
Joseph and as they founded our school, St Joseph is a 
very important saint for us at St Stephen’s.   

 

 

 

CATHOLIC FAMILY TELEVISION   

Father Thomas would like to share this with the St Stephen’s community. Families are 

encouraged to take time to look at the website – www.shalomworld.org/connectedtv 

APRE Report 
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Middle Leader  

 

The Five Keys to Reading 
 
According to the Five from Five website, learning to read requires two abilities: correctly     
identifying words (decoding) and understanding their meaning (comprehension). However,  
acquiring these two broad abilities requires the development of more specific skills. Reading  
research shows that there are five essential skills for reading and that a high-quality literacy  
program should include the following five elements: 

Phonemic Awareness – The ability to identify and manipulate the distinct individual sounds 
 in spoken words. 
Phonics – The ability to decode words using knowledge of letter-sound relationships. 
Fluency – Reading with speed and accuracy 
Vocabulary – Knowing the meaning of a wide variety of words and the structure of  
written language. 
Comprehension – Understanding the meaning of intent of the text 

 
Parent’s Role 
Parents and caregivers play an integral role in developing a child's literacy levels  
throughout their lives. This foundation of literacy, i.e. phonological awareness, vocabulary  
and oral  
language, begins in a child's early years of life before school. The most effective way  
parents can assist with this is talking with their children, listening, and answering their  
questions. Throughout their schooling years, parents may continue to nurture reading  
development with their child through shared reading activities, ensuring they have reading  
material at the  
appropriate levels and following their progress. 
 

Library Borrowing Changes in 2021 
 
We have been very impressed this year with the number of students consistently  
borrowing each week.  Each child is able to borrow a book for their book box (remains at  
school for reading stamina) and some books to take home in their library bag.  This year,  
we have changed 
 the home reading system to coordinate with our library borrowing times. This had to occur  
as there were lots of home readers unaccounted for at the end of last year using our in-class  
system and therefore all books need to be borrowed through AccessIt. 
 
Most classes borrow home readers and library books on Wednesday except for Year 2  
and Year 5.  Year 2 and Year 5 borrow their books on a Tuesday.  Therefore, all books  
(including home readers) need to be returned to school in their library bag on these days to  
ensure all students are consistently reading each week.  We are working to build capacity  
and responsibility in the kids by encouraging them to remember their books and bags  
each week on library day. Thank you for helping support this process!!  
 
What if my child forgets their library bag on their borrowing day? 

Students are able to continue reading their books from last week (good for fluency), but  
they will still be able to change their book box book that remains at school. 
From Term 2, parents will be emailed a list of overdue loans via AccessIt and we ask  
hat this be actioned as soon as possible. You will receive this reminder via email on a  
Monday as a reminder. 
 

Happy Reading everyone, 
 
Kristy Cameron 
 

https://fivefromfive.com.au/five-keys-to-reading/
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Students of the week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please keep students home if they are 

un well.  

Students with flu like symptoms, tem-

peratures over 37 degrees and any 

contagious symptoms will be sent 

home. 

Government Directed Covid-19 Instruction 

Principal’s Morning Tea 
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Prep News 
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Parent Teacher Interviews 
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Music News 

 

Wow! What a great way to finish the term with the Footsteps Dance Company providing lessons 

to all children last week. Based on the theme of Harmony Day, the children were very excited to 

perform their dances at the concert on Wednesday evening. The wet weather didn’t dampen 

any spirits as the appreciation for the children’s efforts echoed around the sports hall. Then the 

children were keen to back up the next day during music to dance their dances once more and 

reflect on their experiences.  

This term’s music lessons have been based on beat, rhythm and tuned percussion. Children 
participated in a variety of singing games and activities which allowed them to demonstrate their 
skills in keeping the beat and playing rhythms individually or with a partner. Then, children used 
the variety of tuned percussion instruments (Boom whackers, bells and chime bars), to accom-
pany some music. Older classes have used Boom whackers to create chords and then play 
these to a piece of music.  

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 9 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Tuckshop helpers needed on a Wednesday. (Mums, Dads, Grandparents.) Please contact 

the school office or Masae 04232180886 if you can volunteer on a Wednesday from 

9.30am till 11.30am. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sticky Beaks Lunch Bags are available for purchase at the 

front office.  

These can be used for your tuckshop orders at $10 each. 

 

Tuckshop—Every Wednesday 

THIS Month’s Special— 

 

Chicken Burger (crumbed chicken, lettuce, cheese and mayo)  $4.00 

Camp Fundraising 

Year 5/6 students will be selling Ice Blocks every Monday and Tuesday of 
term 1 to raise money for this year's camp. 

 Ice blocks will be $1 each and sold at lunch time from the tuckshop. 

 

Year 5/6 Students are also having a PIZZA MEAL DEAL DAY on Thursday 25th 
March 2021 to fundraise for camp. Order forms went home today & need to 
be return with payment by 19th March if you wish to place an order. 
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Sport 

Inner Downs Trials 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cogratulations Inner Downs Representatives  

Congratulations to Eden Burgess for successfully making the Inner Downs Basketball Team & Gabrielle Drew for making the 

Inner Downs Netball Team. Best wishes to both girls in their up incoming Darling Downs trials. 

Congratulations Abby Denning—Darling Downs Swimming 

Abby has been competing this week as a Darling Downs representative at the Chandler 

Aquatic Centre in Brisbane so far she has swum quite a number of PB’s. Her DD relay team 

placed 11th & 13th. Abby individually is roughly placing 26th/29th  the other state com-

petitors. Best of luck for  the rest of the carnival, Abby. 

 
Cross Country Carnival – Friday 26th March at St. Stephen’s Weale Street oval. 
9am (Year 3-6) 
10:30am (Prep-Year 2) approx. 
Races to commence at 9am 
Order of Events: 

12 years Boys/Girls (3km) – 6 laps 
11 years Boys/Girls (3km) – 6 laps 
10 years Boys/Girls (2km) – 4 laps 
9 years Boys/Girls (1.5km) – 3 laps 
8 years Boys/Girls (1km) – 2 laps 
7 years Boys/Girls (800m) – start is marked 
6 years Boys/Girls (600m) – start is marked 
5 years Boys/Girls (400m) – start is marked 

 
Last Cross Country Training -Thursday 25th March 

Cross Country training before school, please arrive at 8am sharp. Please meet Mrs Drew, across the road at the Weale Street 

oval. All are welcome. 

 
Student Sporting Achievements  
Please feel free to send through any photos of students and their sporting achievements if you wish for them to 
be included in the school newsletter, attention to Mrs Ferguson. pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au  
 

SPORT  Nominations due  IDZ trial date  DD trial date  

Basketball – Boys & Girls   5th March 10th March  29th  March  

Netball – 11s &12s    15th March  27th April  

Touch Football -Boys/Girls     25th March 4th May  

Orienteering    School Based Nomination  4th May  

Football (Soccer) -  Girls     28th April 10th May  

Football (Soccer) -  Boys    9th/10th May 

Cross Country   1st April 23rd  April  17th May  

Rugby Union    School Based Nomination  6th/7th June  

Rugby League -  Girls      20th July  

Track & Field    22nd July  24th August  

Cricket - Boys    9th August (Country trials 

20th August  

29th/30th August  

Cricket - Girls    9th August  30th August  

Aquathlon    School Based Nomination  29th October  
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Groundsperson Position 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The school is seeking a passionate groundsperson with a broad background in the mainte-
nance of buildings, grounds, and gardens. 

 

Term time / 8 hours per week (not required to work school holidays)  

Starting / From 8 May 2021 

Services Staff Level 1 / $26.14 to $27.11 per hour 

 

In accordance with the Agricultural Chemicals Distribution Control (ACDC) Act, 1966, 
all TCS employees must hold a ADCD licence before distributing chemicals for the con-
trol of weeds on school grounds. 

 

The successful applicant is required to hold this qualification or be willing to undergo the 
required training to gain this     qualification. The training consists of three units of com-
petency and can be delivered in person or online. 

 

Please submit your application via email  or in person and include 

• a cover letter, highlighting your skills and experience 

• your resume, to include the names of two referees (one must be your current or most 
recent manager) 

To discuss this role, or any difficulties in applying, please contact 

 Principal, Janine Butlin by email  Janine.Butlin@twb.catholic.edu.au   

or by phone 46931627. 

 

Applications close—Monday, 19th April 2021 

Applicants are encouraged to apply as soon as possible; applications will be re-
viewed prior to the closing date. 

 

Employment will be in accordance with Catholic Employing Authorities Single Enter-
prise Collective Agreement Diocesan Schools of Queensland. 

 

https://www.twb.catholic.edu.au/media/2965/varied-agreement-june-2018-diocesan-cea-single-enterprise-collective-agreement-2015-2019.pdf
https://www.twb.catholic.edu.au/media/2965/varied-agreement-june-2018-diocesan-cea-single-enterprise-collective-agreement-2015-2019.pdf
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Secondhand Uniforms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secondhand uniforms will be available on Tuesdays by appointment. Kym Norman will be 
available from 3:15pm on this day. Email Kym at kym.norman@twb.catholic.edu.au or  
contact the office to ensure Kym & an appointment spot are available. 

Please note that second hand uniforms are a cash sale only.  

If you have any second hand uniforms that you would like to donate to the school, please 
drop them into the office. Please contact Kym if you can volunteer some time to help her 
do some sorting, selling or if you wish to take over the volunteer coordinating role. 

THANK YOU! The P&F would like to thank the Brouwer Family for their donation. 

SKOOLBAG APP 

 

St Stephen’s School uses the 

skoolbag app to communicate more 

effectively with our school communi-

ty. This app is a  

fantastic way for schools  to  

communicate with parents .  It will 

contain school newsletters, events, 

school notices,  

parent sick note forms and much 

more.   

We are inviting parents to install our 

Skoolbag App. To install it, just look 

for our school name St Stephen's 

Catholic Primary School Pittsworth in 

the Apple App  or Google Play Store, 

and install it on your mobile.  

Brand new with tags—$5.00each 

 Girls skorts 4x size 8 

 Boys short 7 x size 12 

 Boys stubbies 1 x  men’s size 82 

      1 x men's size S  
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School Banking 

 

School Banking volunteers needed.  
Please contact the school office if you can spare 30 minutes on a 
Monday or Tuesday. 
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St Stephen’s Outside Hours Care 
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Community News 
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From the Counsellor  
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From the Counsellor 
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Important Dates for your Diary 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24th March Inner Downs Hockey  trials   

24th March MacKillop Club Celebration 2:30pm Mac Hall 

25th March Pizza Meal Deal Day  

26th March School Cross Country  Weale Street Oval 

29th – 31st March Parent teacher interviews   

29th March DD Softball trials   

29th March DD Basketball trials   

30th March Whole School Reconciliation  Church 

1st April Easter  liturgy  Mac Hall 

1st April Last Day of term 1   

2nd April Good Friday   

 20th April First day of term 2   

Term 2  

19th April  Pupil Free Day    

20th April  First day of Term 2    

23rd April  ANZAC Day Liturgy  MacKillop Hall   

25th April ANZAC Day  

26th April  ANZAC Day Public Holiday    

27th April  DD Rugby league, Netball, Hockey    

30th April  IDZ Cross Country    

3rd May  Labour Day Public Holiday    

4th May  DD Touch football and Orienteering    

5th May  IDZ Tennis trials    

10th May  DD Soccer trials    

11th-18th May  NAPLAN – Year 3 and Year 5    

17th May  DD Cross Country trials    

17th-21st May  Wellbeing Week – No Homework    

19th May  National Simultaneous Story Time    

23rd May  Family Mass - Pentecost Sunday  St Stephen’s Church  

24th May  DD Tennis trials    

27th May- National Reconciliation Week    

7th June  DD Rugby Union trials    

10th June  St. Stephen’s Athletics Carnival Senior    

11th June  St. Stephen’s Athletics Carnival Junior    

23rd June  Semester 1 Report Cards sent home    

25th June  End of Semester Mass 9.15am  St Stephen’s Church  

25th June  Last Day of Term 2     


