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For those who were able to make it to the Mother’s Day Breakfast, it was wonderful to see 

MacKillop Hall full of mothers and their children. We hope you had a relaxing morning and 

enjoyed the delicious breakfast! 

A reminder that everyone is invited to join us this Friday morning at 9am in MacKillop Hall 

for the Mother’s Day Liturgy, with Year One students leading us. Students will have the 

opportunity to visit the Mother’s Day stall throughout the rest of the day and will also be 

allowed to shop with their siblings.  

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all the mothers and grandmothers in the school 

community, a very Happy Mother’s Day! Everywhere we look, we see our Mums helping. 

Whether it be at home, work or school, at church or sporting events. Helping everywhere! 

As a school, we are deeply blessed by the level of support we receive from our parent 

body, especially the Mums and it is something that we never take for granted. Parents 

make countless sacrifices, and not just of the financial kind, for your children. But there are 

other more important sacrifices that you make on a daily basis – loving your children,    

valuing them by taking an interest in their lives, turning up for sporting events and musical 

performances, dropping them where they need to be, celebrating with them when they do 

something well and comforting them when they let themselves down. So, this Sunday we 

give thanks to all the Mums in our lives who give so much to their families and              

communities. Thank you and Happy Mother’s Day!  

When God Created Mothers – Emma Bombeck 

When the Good Lord was creating mothers, He was into his sixth day of “overtime” when 
an angel appeared and said, “You’re doing a lot of fiddling around on this one.” 
And the Lord said, “Have you read the specs on this order? 
 
She has to be completely washable, but not plastic; 
Have 180 movable parts... all replaceable; 
Run on black coffee and leftovers; 
Have a lap that disappears when she stands up; 
A kiss that can cure anything from a broken leg to a disappointed love affair; 
And six pairs of hands.” 
 
The angel shook her head slowly and said, “Six pairs of hands... no way.” 
“It’s not the hands that are causing me problems,” said the Lord. “It’s the three pairs of 
eyes that mothers have to have.” 
“That’s on the standard model?” asked the angel. 
The Lord nodded. “One pair that sees through closed doors when she asks, ’What are you 
kids doing in there?’ when she already knows. Another here in the back of her head that 
sees what she shouldn’t but what she has to know, and of course the ones here in front 
that can look at a child when he goofs up and say, ’I understand and I love you’ without so 
much as uttering a word.” 
“Lord,” said the angel, touching His sleeve gently, “Go to bed. Tomorrow...” 
“I can’t,” said the Lord, “I’m so close to creating something so close to myself. Already I 
have one who heals herself when she is sick... can feed a family of six on one pound of 
hamburger... and can get a nine-year-old to stand under a shower.” 
The angel circled the model of a mother very slowly. “It’s too soft,” she sighed. 
“But she’s tough!” said the Lord excitedly. “You cannot imagine what this mother can do or 
endure.” 
“Can it think?” 
“Not only can it think, but it can reason and compromise,” said the Creator. 
Finally, the angel bent over and ran her finger across the cheek. “There’s a leak,” she    
pronounced. “I told You You were trying to push too much into this model.” 
“It’s not a leak,” said the Lord. “It’s a tear.” 
“What’s it for?” 
“It’s for joy, sadness, disappointment, pain, loneliness, and pride.” 
“You are a genius,” said the angel. 
The Lord looked somber. “I didn’t put it there,” He said. 
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APRE Report 

 
May is the month dedicated to Mary, mother of Jesus.      
Her life in the Gospel years was one of service and great    
devotion to Jesus, from the cave in  Bethlehem where she 
gave birth to Him, to Calvary in  Jerusalem where she stood 
by His cross in His Crucifixion.  
 
While she has a somewhat low profile in the Gospels, her 
words there still resonate with us today and challenge us to     
follow her example of humility, obedience, and service to God.  
 
We also take time in May to celebrate another important woman in our lives  our 

mothers! We wish all our mothers in the St Stephen’s community a very happy 

Mother’s Day and we thank you for everything you do for us! 

 

 

 

Mother’s Day Liturgy – Friday 7
th

 May 

 

Thank you to Miss Norman and Year 1 for 

leading us in the Mother’s Day liturgy on   

Friday. Everyone is welcome to join us for 

the morning in MacKillop Hall at 9am.  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Day for Dolly – Friday 14

th
 May  

 
On Friday 14

th
 May, students are encouraged to 

wear blue to raise awareness for this important 
cause. A reminder to students at school that this 
is not a free dress day and they are to wear their 
formal    uniform if they are not wearing blue.   
Day for Dolly is an opportunity to remind students 
the importance of showing kindness towards   
everyone, a value that our Patron Saint, Mary 
MacKillop showed in her life.  
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With technology far more prevalent in our homes and schools than ever before, cyberbullying and 
online safety are becoming very serious topics, even at a Primary School level.  The use of apps and 
games to secretly target and bully peers is causing daily concern and frustration for teachers and    
parents.  These steps would be ideal to discuss with your children. 
 

Steps for children to stay safe online? 
1. Explore together — ask your mum, dad, carer or a trusted adult to play new games or apps with 
you at first. 
Stay close by — when you use a phone, tablet or computer by yourself, make sure your mum, dad or 
carer is nearby so you can get help if you need it. 

Bonus tip — don’t use your device alone in your bedroom. 
3. Ask before you download, install or buy anything — check with your mum, dad or carer first. 
4. Keep your personal information private — don’t give out your address, which school you go to, 
phone number or passwords.  
5. Check your privacy settings and talk about what to share — make your online accounts private 
and talk to your mum, dad or carer about the kinds of photos and information that is OK for you to 
share online. 
6. Cyberbullying — if you receive a mean message, or a message that is mean about someone else, 
try not to respond and don’t forward it. Tell an adult you trust about it. 
7. If you see something online you don’t like — show your mum, dad, carer or a trusted adult       
immediately.  
8. If someone you don’t know sends you a message or you receive a message that makes you feel 
uncomfortable or unsafe — tell your mum, dad, carer or an adult you trust straight away.  
9. Only ‘friend’ or add people you know in real life — remember that not everyone online is who 
they say they are, so don’t accept friend requests or followers you don’t know. 
10. Don’t meet up with online friends — It is best to keep ‘online friends’ online, so if you do chat to 
other kids in online games don’t meet up with them in person. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The topic of cyberbullying and safety online will continue to be ongoing. We’re here to help normalise 
these discussions so that students feel safe and supported to come forward or to step in and stop 
their peers. A proactive, rather than a reactive, approach is best. All staff members know the steps to 
report cyberbullying and therefore we are equipped to deal with these issues.  We need your support 
with this as most cyberbullying takes place outside of school. 
 

Stay safe online everyone, 
 
Kristy Cameron 

 

Middle Leader 
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P & F Mother’s Day Stall 
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Year 5 News 

 

It has been a whirlwind start to Term 2 and with Naplan coming up beginning next week, we are 

well into practise mode. All children have returned to school refreshed and ready to learn.  

In English, we have been refining our persuasive writing techniques, ‘zooming in’ on our work to 

find editing mistakes in spelling and punctuation, and concentrating on using the text when     

answering comprehension questions.  

In Maths, we have been working hard on all our skills and thinking carefully about whether our 

answer is a logical one. Reading the question carefully to decide what is being asked and then 

checking our work afterwards, is an important skill to master.  

I am particularly looking forward to our Maths investigation this term, which will start this week. 

Children will be given some 100% cotton material. They will work out the area of the material 

and record this for future reference.  Then they will take it home and bury it in the garden or in 

the paddock somewhere and mark the position of this material. It will be left there for two 

months. After this time, the material will be dug up and brought back to school. The area of the 

material will be measured again. The theory is, if there are organisms in the soil, they will eat 

away at the cotton material. The more material eaten, the more organisms in the soil. It is all   

related to soil health. You can read more about it here: UNE Discovery |   Soil Your Undies for Citizen Sci-

ence (unediscoveryvoyager.org.au) Fascinating! 

This term in Science our focus changes to Biology and looking at how animals adapt to their   

environment. Alongside this, we will be using the information gained in this unit as a basis for our 

Design Technology unit on Biomimicry – looking at the features of a natural organism (plant or 

animal) and how this can influence the design of an everyday object.  

The children began to learn about using the iMotion app last week during Digital Technology  

lessons with Mrs Burgess. Great fun was had creating short animated movies. 

All in all, we are in for a busy term – throw in the Athletics Carnival and everything else that   
happens, and we will be busy, busy, busy! Keep smiling! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.unediscoveryvoyager.org.au/2020/09/18/syu-cit-sci/
https://www.unediscoveryvoyager.org.au/2020/09/18/syu-cit-sci/
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Year 6 News 

Welcome back to Term 2. I hope all families had a well earned and restful break over   

Easter. This term in Year 6 will continue to be a busy one with hopefully no interruptions. 

In English we are studying information texts and Australians at War. Students have          

selected a specific area they want to research and will create a poster at school. In     

Mathematics we are learning about measurement, including shapes, coordinates, and   

angles. In HASS we are looking at decision making and what things impact on making    

decisions. This will lead into our unit on rules, laws, and government. Religion this term is 

based around images and the life of Jesus, and how we can live an authentic life. We also 

are looking at the Jewish religious festivals and how they relate to Christian festivals and 

traditions. Science this term is based around the chemical sciences of matter. Students 

will explore the states of matter, how states of matter change, and reversible and            

Irreversible changes. 

Year 6 will be leading the prayer celebration on the 5th May which is World Maths Day. 

Our class will be participating in challenges on Mathletics as part of this day. For those 

parents who were unable to attend interviews at the end of last term, I have sent home 

folders with your child. Please look at the tests/work samples with your child, sign the   

interview sheet and return to school. Some parents also have included in their folder a 

personalised learning plan for your child. This also needs to be signed and the folders    

returned to school as soon as possible. Looking forward to seeing you all soon.  

 

 

 

 

 

Students of the week 
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  Welcome back to what is shaping up to be a very busy Term 2. Thank you for arranging a time slot for 

Parent Teacher interview last term. I enjoyed chatting to you about your child’s learning and goals we 

can work on as the year progresses. 

We have been busily getting stuck into our units for the Term which Year 4 are enjoying.  Students have 

been working on researching and writing information reports, exploring multiplication number patterns, 

discussing natural resources and investigating forces! One of the highlights so far has been playing a   

real-life version of Angry Birds. We made catapults which we then used to knock down cubes/blocks that 

we made from nets to help us explore forces and what slows down/speeds up a force. 

In Maths, we are now moving into a small unit on time. I encourage you to give your children time   

problems at home wherever you can as they will be calculating elapsed time and solving problems      

involving ‘am’ and ‘pm’ notation, eg: it is 4:45pm and dinner will be ready at 6:30pm, how far away is 

that? (Bonus points for converting between hours and minutes).  Time can be a really tricky concept so 

any extra practice with real life examples is beneficial. 

In English, we are currently working on writing informative texts.  Once typed, these will be presented  

on a poster which students will present to the class as an oral presentation. We are continue reading  

and writing groups which students are thoroughly enjoying and I am happy with the progress students 

are making. I encourage students to make sure they borrow from our Library each week to ensure they 

have access to a variety of high-quality reading material. It is important that children are reading books 

that slightly challenge them and will continue their growth in reading.  

In Religion, we have been delving into the New Testament and looking at the features of parables. We 

have been looking at the parable of the Lost Sheep and exploring why Jesus might have told this story, 

who he told it to, who the characters in the story were and what the meaning is. Students will also look 

at the parables of the Good Samaritan and the Prodigal Son this Term. 

Wishing you all a wonderful Term 2! 

God bless, 

Mrs Conway 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 News 
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Sport 

Inner Downs Trials 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Inner Downs Cross Country Representatives: 
Congratulations to Gabrielle Drew and Abby Denning 
who gained selection in the Inner Downs Cross Country 
team. Congratulations to Lilah Prentice who was           
selected in the Inner Downs Girls Football team. Good 
luck and best wishes to all girls at Darling Downs  
trials. 
 
Zone 5 Central Rugby League: 
Congratulations to Kyana Laine who was selected in the Central Zone 5, under 35kgs 
team. Best of luck with the up and coming carnival. 
 

Student Sporting Achievements    
Please feel free to send through any photos of students and their sporting achievements 
if you wish for them to be included in the school newsletter, attention to Mrs Ferguson. 
pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au    
   

 Please keep students home if they are  
un well.  

Students with flu like symptoms,  

temperatures over 37 degrees and any 

contagious symptoms will be sent home. 

 

  

SPORT    Nominations due    IDZ trial date    DD trial date    

Orienteering        School Based Nomination    4th May    

Cross Country     1st April   30th April    17th May    

Tennis         5th May    24th May    

Rugby Union        School Based Nomination    6th/7th June    

Rugby League -  Girls            20th July    

Track & Field        22nd July    24th August    

Cricket - Boys        9th August (Country trials 
20th August    

29th/30th August    

Cricket - Girls        9th August    30th August    

Aquathlon        School Based Nomination    29th October    

Government Directed Covid-19 Instruction 
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Secondhand Uniforms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secondhand uniforms will be available on Tuesdays by appointment.                                
Kym Norman will be available from 3:15pm on this day. Email Kym at 
kym.norman@twb.catholic.edu.au or  contact the office to ensure Kym & an appointment 
spot are available. 

Please note that second hand uniforms are a cash sale only.  

If you have any second hand uniforms that you would like to donate to the school, please 
drop them into the office.                      

Please contact Kym if you can volunteer some time to help her do some sorting, selling or if 
you wish to take over the volunteer coordinating role. 

SKOOLBAG APP 

 

St Stephen’s School uses the 

skoolbag app to communicate more 

effectively with our school communi-

ty. This app is a  

fantastic way for schools  to  

communicate with parents .  It will 

contain school newsletters, events, 

school notices,  

parent sick note forms and much 

more.   

We are inviting parents to install our 

Skoolbag App. To install it, just look 

for our school name St Stephen's 

Catholic Primary School Pittsworth in 

the Apple App  or Google Play Store, 

and install it on your mobile.  
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Library News 
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Library News 

Here are just some of our amazing Lego 

Masters builds from our first week of 

Lego activities. 
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Aussie Hoops Program at St Stephen’s 
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Tuckshop—Every Wednesday 

Tuckshop helpers needed on a Wednesday.  

(Mums, Dads, Grandparents.) Please contact the school 
office or Masae 04232180886 if you can volunteer on a  

Wednesday from 9.30am till 11.30am. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sticky Beaks Lunch Bags are available for purchase at the 

front office.  

These can be used for your tuckshop orders at $10 each. 
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School Banking 

 

School Banking volunteers needed.  
Please contact the school office if you can spare 30 minutes on a 
Monday or Tuesday. 
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Community News 
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Community News 
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Community News 

 

Parents & Careers volunteering at school need to fill out a declarations form. 

This includes Tuckshop, Mother's Day stall, excursion etc.  

Any volunteers who are not parents need a blue card.  

Please contact the school office to get a volunteers pack. 

 

St Stephens Volunteers 
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Important Dates for your Diary 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Term 2  

3rd May  Labour Day Public Holiday    

4th May  DD Touch football and Orienteering    

5th May  IDZ Tennis trials    

5th May Prep Vision Testing  

7th May Mother’s Day Liturgy 9am MacKillop Hall 

7th May P & F Mother’s Day Stall  

9th May Mother’s Day  

10th May  DD Soccer trials    

11th-18th May  NAPLAN – Year 3 and Year 5    

14th May Day for Dolly—wear something Blue  

17th May  DD Cross Country trials    

17th-21st May  Wellbeing Week – No Homework    

19th May  National Simultaneous Story Time    

23rd May  Family Mass - Pentecost Sunday  St Stephen’s Church  

24th May  DD Tennis trials    

27th May- National Reconciliation Week    

7th June  DD Rugby Union trials    

10th June  St. Stephen’s Athletics Carnival Senior    

11th June  St. Stephen’s Athletics Carnival Junior    

23rd June  Semester 1 Report Cards sent home    

25th June  End of Semester Mass 9.15am  St Stephen’s Church  

25th June  Last Day of Term 2     


