Term 1 Week 3 Newsletter
2022
Principal Message

“Be Calm &
full of hope”
St. Mary of the Cross
Mackillop

Student Protection
Resources for Parents:
For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188
Child Safety Services
You can make a report of
voice your concerns-

1300 683 390
SCHOOL STUDENT
PROTECTION CONTACTS

•Mrs. Janine Butlin
•Mrs. Suellen Dennis
•Mrs. Anna Lee
•Mrs. Jayne Farquharson
School Counsellor
Jayne Farquharson

School Office Hours
46931627

Last week, our year 6 students took part in a “Just Leadership Day”.
The year six children spent the day with Mrs. Drew discussing leaders
and qualities of good leaders. Since school commenced, the year 6
children have relished their roles as leaders in the school. They are
keen to assist when called upon to be of service to the community.
“Attitude of Gratitude” was shining through on Tuesday as many of the
students came and thanked me for being given the opportunity to take
part in a leadership day.
Throughout the school year, the year six cohort will be challenged to
work on their leadership skills. “One of the best ways to do this is to
focus on the Six C’s of Character: conscience, courage, consideration,
compassion, confidence and control.” (Michael Josephson).
Be a person of conscience. Listen to your inner voice, use your
conscience, to help you make a good choice. Distinguish between right and wrong. Be driven to do what is good.
Be courageous. Meet challenges head-one. Make the tough
decisions that need to be made and be brave enough to do what
is right even if the price for doing so is high.
Be considerate. Be more thoughtful. Carefully consider your words
and actions and how they impact others and reflect on your
character. Think ahead to avoid undesirable and undesired
consequences.
Be compassionate. Be kind. Be more charitable and be more
concerned about the welfare of others. Strive to understand
others and become less judgmental.
Be confident in your ability to overcome whatever difficulties may
come your way. Be resilient. Be persistent – Never Give Up!
Be in control of your actions, emotions and anything that tempts
you to compromise your principles.

Working together as a TEAM we can help each other to be the best
version of ourselves.
God Bless,
Janine

8.15am—3.30pm
Term time
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APRE Report
Just Leadership Day
The Year 6 students participated in the Caritas Australia Just Leadership Day this week.
This program explored the qualities of leadership through the lens of Catholic Social
Teaching and how students can put their theme of 'We are God's Hands' into action this
year as leaders of St Stephen's.
The students participated enthusiastically in all the sessions and team building activities
and showed what great leaders they are going to be this year!

Project Compassion Mass – 27th February
Each year, a Project Compassion Mass is held at St Patrick's Cathedral, Toowoomba to
recognise the beginning of Lent. This year, the mass will be held on Sunday 27th February
at 9am. Students from schools in the Toowoomba Diocese are invited to represent their
school for this mass led by Bishop McGuckin.
All Year 6 students are invited to attend this launch with their parents. Siblings are also
welcome. I will be in attendance at the mass as well. If you would like to attend the mass,
please email me by Tuesday 22nd February so I can RSVP for catering purposes. Students
are asked to wear full formal uniform and to assemble on the lawn beside the Cathedral
at 8.30am.
Shrove Tuesday – 1st March
On Tuesday 1st March, after lunch, the MacKillop Club leaders will be running a pancake
toss competition. This is open to all year 6 students. All Year 6 students wishing to
participate are to bring along their own frypan (non-stick work best) and some premade
pancakes (larger pancakes work better). We look forward to a fun game to mark the
preparation for the time of Lent.
MacKillop Club will also be selling pikelets on Tuesday 1st March. Pikelets can be
purchased at morning tea for 50c each.
Ash Wednesday – 2nd March
Students will participate in Ash Wednesday liturgies at school on Wednesday 1st March.
Unfortunately, parents are unable to join us for these liturgies.
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Covid-19 FAQs for Parents
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Middle Leader
Parent Information Sessions
Unfortunately, due to COVID restrictions our Parent Information Night had to take on a new format in
2022. It is usually a great opportunity for you to meet your child’s class teacher and learn more about
how their classroom operates. All class teachers have placed a PowerPoint with important information
on your child’s TEAMS site. Please take the time to access this to learn more about our school. If you
are having trouble, please ensure you email your child’s class teacher.

Writing Improvement is our goal for 2022
Our main goal for 2022 at St Stephen’ School is Writing. We are fortunate to be involved in the Diocesan
Writing Improvement Strategy (WIS). Our goal is that all students, from Prep – Year 6, will finish 2022 as
better writers. Writing is obviously a key communication skill and one which assists students in their
learning and making their way in life. As teachers, it is clearly recognised that all students can improve
their writing ability with effective teaching strategies.
In 2022, we have continued to invest in a writing tool to assist and support students in their writing
development. Previously named, Write That Essay (WTE), it is now called Writer’s Toolbox. The Writer’s
Toolbox is an online tool for year 4-6 that uses artificial intelligence to assess and support the writing of
our students. Students engage and use this tool to improve their writing clarity and to shape their
writing to fit their intentions more clearly. This is an exciting addition to the resources available here
and we thank the PPF for kindly assisting with the cost of this online writing tool again in 2022. Year 4-6
students are welcome to utilise this tool at home. Additionally, in the lower school, teachers will be
using a ‘Sentence Train’ and the daily challenges from the Writer’s Toolbox to help teach each child to
cast their sentences in a variety of ways.

Communication
Please remember that we want to work with you to best support your child and their learning journey
at St Stephen’s School. It is critical that you keep us informed of any information that may affect your
child’s learning while in our care. You can do this by writing in your child’s diary or sending an email to
their classroom teacher/s.

Daily Reading
The Library is open again and all students have had the chance to borrow books for home and for their
book boxes in the classrooms. Research has shown that recreational reading greatly develops a reader's
knowledge and skills about reading, writing, grammar and vocabulary. Please encourage your child to
read and please talk with them about the books they are currently reading. Our wonderful library staff
and classroom teachers are available to help all students find a suitable book; however, the five-finger
rule is an excellent guide for readers also.
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Middle Leader

Reading Eggs
Reading Eggs is available again for Prep to Year 3 to utilise at home and school. Thanks to the PPF for
kindly assisting families with the cost of this in 2022.
Mathletics
Mathletics is being used again this year to support and consolidate Numeracy concepts from Year 1 to
Year 6. Thank you for being prompt with payment this year so that all teachers can give out usernames
and passwords.

NAPLAN
All students in Years 3 and 5 are expected to participate in NAPLAN tests each year. NAPLAN tests give
you information on how your child is progressing against national standards. This information can be
used to identify areas in which your child may benefit from additional assistance. NAPLAN does not
replace, but rather complements assessments run by your child's classroom teacher throughout the
year.
Wherever possible, please refrain from making any appointments for your child (if they are in Year 3 or
Year 5) between Tuesday 10th of May and Wednesday 18th of May.
LEARNING IS FUN AT ST STEPHEN’S SCHOOL!!

Happy learning,
Kristy Cameron.
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Year 6 News

Wow, what a fabulous start to the year we have had in Year 6. Our 2022 school
leaders have settled in extremely well and have stepped up to their various
leadership roles with tremendous tenacity. Whether this be emptying the bins,
ringing the bells each session, or sitting with our Preppies at break times as
they settle into school for the first time – our year 6 leaders have had a smile
on their face!! It has been a busy time in the classroom with a few celebrations
along the way.

Our Year 6 have reflected on their first 2 weeks of Year 6
“I have enjoyed stepping up to new jobs, helping out and seeing the preppies”
Lilian Sharp
“In year 6, I am enjoying being trusted with more responsibilities”
Makayla Ahearn
“I am enjoying my new teachers and hopefully we’ll get our new buddies soon’
Esme Munoz
“When I got my leadership shirt, I felt special and that I was really a leader”
Lilah Prentice
“Wow, what a fabulous start to the year. We got our leadership shirts, and we
were so thrilled with them”
Riley Suell
“The last two weeks have been amazing. We’ve done so many fun things and
have been celebrating our accomplishments”
Olivia Frame
“What I have loved about year 6 so far is that we get to sit and talk to all the
prep students. I also like that we can help out more at school by doing jobs”
Archie Polzin
“These two weeks have been a lot of fun especially in visual art and music”
Indiana Blanch
Leadership Shirt Liturgy
Our term has certainly not been without celebrations for our leaders (albeit,
small without our wonderful parents). Beginning on the first day with our
Leadership Shirt Liturgy led by Year 6.
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Year 6 News
Here is how Year 6 felt about receiving
their leadership shirts:
“The day I got my leadership shirt, I felt
like I was special, and I was happy”
Fletcher Simpson
“When I received my leadership shirt,
I was overwhelmed with a multitude of
emotions. Pride, happiness, and
sadness as the occasion marked my last
year at St Stephen’s School”
Charlie Krieg
“I felt excited when I got my leadership
shirt, and I can’t wait until I get my
buddy” Hunter Collins
“The day I got my leadership shirt, I felt very special to finally be a leader” Jacob Drew
“When I got my leadership shirt, I felt that I was going to be amazing when I wear it and
that I will be a good leader every day, showing kindness to others” Isabella Markey
Just Leadership Day
Last Wednesday, the Year 6 students enjoyed participating in the Caritas Australia ‘Just
Leadership Day’ led by Mrs Drew. After exploring the qualities of leadership through the
lens of Catholic Social Teaching and how they can put their theme of ‘We are God’s
Hands’ into action this year, here is what the students have said:
“The day was so breathtakingly fun. I realised how lucky I was that day!!” Talitha Schultz
“On our Leadership Day, I felt grown up and privileged to be
part of such a wonderful school” Milla Fitzpatrick
“Our Leadership Day was so much fun, and we learnt so much about leadership”
Chloe Bligh
“Leadership Day made me stop and think about what I should do and how I can help my
school” Allie Garton
“Just Leadership Day was a fun day for
all of us to connect and debate on
which is better, McDonalds or KFC.
Learning about Caritas and religion too,
many teamwork games were involved,
having a sausage sizzle, a zooper doper
and cordial as a drink for lunch was a
bonus! Thanks to Mrs Drew for teaching
us about leadership and others”
Chloe Wailan
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Year 5 News
What a start to the year! We have certainly been making up for lost time in
the classroom and have been working hard. In Maths we have been looking at
multiples, factors, square (and cubed) numbers. We had a lot of fun creating
them with the cubes after we had mastered the concept. The students have
all been very enthusiastic about learning, especially during our HASS History
unit on early Australia and events that shaped our nation. We have been using
the library app ClickView to view some great short films and documentaries
on the First Fleet and early Australian life. I have also put some interesting
websites on the Year 5 Teams site for students to access information on these
topics. In English we have been learning about how to write a Fantasy Quest
narrative and are starting to get into our book The Rangers Apprentice. Year 5
have had a fabulous start to the year, and we are looking forward to continuing the rest of the year with this positive attitude. Mrs Vaessen
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Year 4 News
What a busy couple of weeks we have had! We have done some testing
and have been settling into our class routines. It is great to see
everyone trying hard to step up a little more as they are in the upper
school now. Becoming an independent learner is a goal that we will all
be working on in class for this year – having a growth mindset and not
giving up and working on resilience when things get tough.
Next week is Ash Wednesday (2nd March), which is the beginning of
Lent. During the season of Lent which leads us to Easter, we will be
thinking about what we can do to help others – lending a helping hand.
It’s the little things that can make a difference to others – helping at
home without grumbling, a smile, or perhaps donating some ice block
money to Project Compassion. In class, we will be creating some
‘helping hands’ which the children will write on when they have helped
someone else – at home, at school, or in the community. Please write in
your child’s diary when these occasions happen, so that they can be
recorded.
Year 4 will be leading the St Joseph’s Feast Day Mass on Tuesday 15th
March at 9:00am. We think of St Joseph as a family man, who took care
of Jesus while he was growing up. We will be starting our preparation
for this mass in the coming weeks.
Last week, there was some very good homework completed. It was very
neat, written in pencil using the lines carefully and the activities were
recorded on the recording sheet, including the reading log. It was a
great start to homework! I look forward to this continuing throughout the
term. Thank you.
We look forward to a great term and year ahead as we continue to settle
into Year 4 and the upper school.
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Sport
Inner Downs Trials
There will be a number of Inner Downs Trials held throughout the year.
If you are interested in attending any of the trials, please fill in the Representative Sports
Nomination form 2022 which was emailed out to all eligible students born 2010-2012
last week. If you are requiring this email printed please email Mrs Ferguson at
Jodie.ferguson@twb.catholic.edu.au. When the nominations become available closer to
the trial Mrs Ferguson will send home the necessary paperwork. Please keep your eye
out in the school calendar newsletter for nomination, trial dates and further information.

SPORT

Nominations due

IDZ trial date

16 February

21 February

2nd March

AFL – Boys & Girls

10th March

School Based Nomination

17th March

Softball – Boys & Girls

22nd February

23rd February

29th March

Basketball – Boys & Girls

4th March

8th March

29th March

Netball – 11s &12s

8th March

15th March

26th April

16th March

26th/27th April

21st March

23rd March

26th April

25th February

1st March

17th March

School Based Nomination

10th March

27th April

9th/10th May

6th May

17th May

28th April

23rd May

School Based Nomination

6th/7th June

Touch Football -Boys/
Girls
Orienteering
Football (Soccer) - Boys
& Girls
Cross Country
Tennis

22nd April

Rugby Union

st

DD trial date

Swimming

Rugby League – Boys
11s & 12s
Hockey – Boys & Girls

th

19th July

Rugby League - Girls
Track & Field

21stJuly

24th August

Cricket - Boys

29th/30th August

Cricket - Girls

30th August

Aquathlon

School Based Nomination

28th October

Student Sporting Achievements
Please feel free to send through any photos of students and their sporting achievements
if you wish for them to be included in the school newsletter, attention to Mrs Ferguson.
Jodie.ferguson@twb.catholic.edu.au
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Sport

Darling Downs Aquathlon Representative – Abby Denning
Abby Denning recently competed in Harvey Bay representing the Darling Downs team.
She finished 31st against over 100 competitors. We are very proud of your achievements
Abby. It is an honour to be a Darling Downs representative

Inner Downs Swimming Carnival – Monday 21st February
Congratulations to 4 of our swimmers who have just recently made the Inner Downs
Swimming team to compete next Wednesday the 2nd March at Gatton to try and gain
selection into the Darling Downs team. Well done Milla Fitzpatrick, Charlie Farrell, Abby
Denning who has qualified for 8 events and Chelsea Cameron for 4 events. Chelsea broke
the Inner Downs records in the 10yrs 100m Freestyle and Backstroke. Abby also broke a
record in the 12yrs 50m Backstroke. Fantastic results. Well done to all swimmers who
represented our school.
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Collection Notice
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Collection Notice
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Hello from St Stephen’s OSHC
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Covid Updates

Thank you to our families for your vigilance and support regarding the
uncertain environment that we currently live in. We continue to provide
regular COVID updates to families via email and our Sentral Parents App.
We encourage our families to continue to review this information. We are
very grateful for the way our community have adhered to the COVID-safe
practices, including wearing masks, staying home when sick, regular hand
washing, and social distancing wherever possible.
Community News

Pittsworth Vikings Soccer Family FUN day!
Saturday 12th March, 3.30 till late- drinks and food available
Club Pittsworth Grounds, Short Street, Pittsworth
Bring your shin pads and boots for a kick around
Blow up pitch, fun games, senior team game 6pm to watch!!
Registrations are online and still open so if are keen visit playfootball.com.au to sign up.
For further information please visit our Facebook page or email the secretary
at pittsworthvikings@gmail.com
Look forward to seeing you there!!

Secondhand Uniforms
Secondhand uniforms will be available by appointment.
Please email Pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au or call 46 93 1627 to arrange a time.

Price List
Plain Shorts/ Skorts—$2

Sports Shirts—$5

Jumpers/Jackets (with logo) - $10

Formal Shirts - $5

Hats—$2

Second Hand Chair Bags —$2

If you have any second hand uniforms that you would like to donate to the school, please
drop them into the office. If you can volunteer some time to help do some sorting and
selling let the office know.
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Sentral Parent Portal
The Sentral Parent Portal App is an app that has been created as an additional communication tool for
our school and to assist with absence monitoring. Parents are granted access to their children’s data
via a unique key issued by the school. These have been previously emailed to parents. If you need this
access key sent again please email the School Office, pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au
Parents will be able to:
•

Send absence notifications to the school

•

View school documents

•

View newsletters

•

Make parent interviews at Parent Teacher

•

Receive student report cards (to begin this year)

•

Receive notices (to begin this year)

•

The school calendar

We highly recommend using Sentral for Parents as this will help Parents to stay connected and
informed.
How to set up the app on your smart phone
Step 1 - On your smart phone go to either the Apple App store (if you are an iPhone user) or the Google
Play store (if you use an android) device.
Step 2 – Search Sentral for Parents.

Step3 – Download the app onto your phone and then click on OPEN.
Step 4 – When the App opens up, it will ask if you would like to accept push notifications (so when the
school sends you a message, the app will notify you automatically). Click on Allow.
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Step 5 – From the menu on the menu, click on Log in.

Step 6 – If you have previous set up an account on your computer type in your app account details and
click on Next.
Otherwise click on register now and follow the prompts to make an account with a username and
password. It will ask you to select your child's school and to enter a access key or access code, this is
case sensitive to your families access to your child's data .This has previously been emailed to you from
the school or you can contact the school to obtain your access key again.

The app will now open up and you will have access to your child’s specific data & school
Correspondence.

Please note – if in the future you link a new student/family key to your app, you may need to log out
of your APP and login back in to see the additional student/s.
Please contact the office if you require any assistance.

Volunteer Induction

If you are interested in volunteering at school, there will be an
induction program, including student protection requirements
on Thursday 3rd March in MacKillop Hall at 9.00 am.
All welcome, we will be socially distancing within this space.
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OSHC News
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Important Dates for your Diary

TERM ONE IMPORTANT DATES
Parent Information PowerPoint on TEAMS – Available from 8th February
Volunteer Induction—3rd March 9am MacKillop Hall
Opening Mass – 8th March at 9am
School Photos – 9th March
Year 6 Emu Gully Leadership Camp – Fri 11th March

Wellbeing week (No Homework) – 7th-11th March
Term 1 School Fees Due—14th March
Book Club Issue 2 Money 7 Orders Due—14th March
St Joseph’s Feast Day Mass – 15th March 9am
School Cross Country – 18th March
Family Mass – 20th March at 8:30am
National Naplan Practice Test Year 5 & 3 –24th March
Toowoomba Show Holiday – 25th March
Year 4 Catholic Schools T-Ball Gala Day—28th March
Parent Teacher Interviews – 28th/29th March
Easter Liturgy – 1st April
Term Concludes—1st April
Pupil Free Day—19th April

Term 2 commences Wednesday 20th April
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