Term 1 Week 5 Newsletter
9TH MARCH 2022
Principal Message
I was awoken in the early hours of Saturday morning by my phone buzzing. It was
an ABC news notification informing me that Shane Warne has died suddenly at the
age of 52 in Thailand. Like many Australians, waking up to this news on Saturday, I
simply couldn’t comprehend how someone larger than life had died. Since then, I
have heard, seen and read many, many stories and interviews about Shane Warne.
These are some of my observations.

“Be Calm &
full of hope”
St. Mary of the Cross
Mackillop

Student Protection
Resources for Parents:
For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188
Child Safety Services
You can make a report of
voice your concerns-

1300 683 390
SCHOOL STUDENT
PROTECTION CONTACTS

•Mrs. Janine Butlin
•Mrs. Suellen Dennis
•Mrs. Anna Lee
•Mrs. Jayne Farquharson
School Counsellor
Jayne Farquharson

Shane Keith Warne, one of the top five cricketers of all time, a genuine A lister and
Australian cultural figure was loved by many people. Warnie was a larrikin. He had
an exceptional gift as a leg-spin bowler. He also made newspaper headlines both on
and off and field for both professional and personal mistakes. However, what I
admired most about Shane Warne is his honesty, his determination and his
dedication to the game of cricket.
When Shane was only 18, he received a letter from the St Kilda AFL club telling him
he wasn’t welcome at the club anymore as he simply wasn’t good enough to
remain on the team. This news would have crushed many people. Shattered and
disappointed. Shane thought to himself there must be something I am good at. In
fact, Shane believes everyone is good at something they just have to find their
talent. He discovered he was good at bowling leg spin. So, he practiced and
practiced his bowling. He pushed himself, to see how far he could go. The rest they
say is history. Shane played 145 test matches in total over a 15-year career. During
that time, he took 708 wickets.
Shane Warne was the first to admit that during his life he had made quite a few
mistakes – he had stuffed up! But he made sure that when he made a mistake, he
owned up to it. We all could learn from his courage to own his mistakes and to
apologize to the people he had hurt and/or offended. I think, it is this attribute that
many Australians admire.
I encourage all students at St Stephen’s to never give up “Striving for Success”.
Each and every one of you has a gift. Shane Warne didn’t discover his until he was
18. Stay focused. Stay determined. When you get knocked down, get back up again
and give it another go.

And if you make a mistake…..And we all make mistakes. Own it. Apologize for it.
And try harder not to make the same mistake again.

School Office Hours
46931627
8.15am—3.30pm

God Bless
Janine

Term time
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APRE Report
Opening Mass & Year 6 Leadership Induction
Congratulations to our Year 6 students for
receiving their School Leader badges today at our
opening mass. This mass was our first celebration
as a whole school, and it was lovely to have our
Year 6 family members join us for mass and for
morning tea! This year the students will live out
the theme, ‘We are God’s hands’ and they have
shown this many times this term already! Keep up
the great work!

MacKillop Club Leaders
Congratulations also to our MacKillop Club
leaders for 2022. These students will guide our
MacKillop Club members this year to continue to
work of St Mary MacKillop in our school and wider
community.
Abby Denning – Milla Fitzpatrick – Olivia Webster
– Fletcher Simpson

Ash Wednesday Liturgies
Our Lenten Journey began on Ash Wednesday last week.
Ash Wednesday is the first day in the season of Lent. Lent
can be observed by all Christians, and it is a beautiful way to
remember Jesus’ sacrifice for us and prepare us for the Easter
season. During Lent, we remember the 40 days that Jesus spent
in the desert being tempted by the devil. We can use the next 40 days to live out the 2022
theme for Caritas’ Project Compassion, “For all future generations”. This message invites us to
step up for those who do not have the everyday things they need for their survival that we take
for granted. Those whose needs at this time are far beyond ours.
MacKillop club started fundraising
by selling pancakes on Shrove
Tuesday and will lead other
awareness initiatives this term to
assist the important work Caritas
does around the world.
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APRE Report

Project Compassion Mass
Thank you to Jacob, Archie, Winston and Oliver for representing St Stephen's at the 2022
launch of Project Compassion. Students from schools in the Toowoomba diocese attended
mass at St Patrick's Cathedral and were commissioned by the Bishop. The theme for Project
Compassion this year is, 'For all future generations'.

Celebrations
Due to restrictions being lifted, Celebrations are back on and parents will be notified of the dates
for Celebrations. ALL parents are welcome to attend these celebrations. They will be held in
MacKillop Hall from 2.30pm. Each week there is a theme for Student of the Week, and students
from each class, who have been following this theme are selected to receive a ribbon to
acknowledge their wonderful behaviour and learning!
The following classes will lead Celebrations for the remainder of the term.

Year 3 – Wednesday 9th March
Year 5 – Wednesday 16th March
Year 1 – Wednesday 23rd March
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Middle Leader Report
Term 1 Face to Face Parent Teacher Interviews – Week 10
Parent teacher interviews will take place in Week 10 of this term.
ALL Parent Teacher Interview bookings will be through Sentral Parents App this year.
Therefore, it is imperative that you all have the Sentral for Parents app or access via the
website so that you can make the bookings. This information has been sent out multiple
times to everyone to inform you of how to access Sentral for Parents on your phone or
computer. If you are still having issues with setting up Sentral, please call the office as
soon as possible.

Teachers have different availability days and times so you will need to check each day to
see which timeslots are available. If no times come up on the day selected, please check
other available days.

After you have checked the time you would like, you must select the time before confirming the appointment. If you are having issues with booking, please contact the office or
your child’s class teacher and we can assist you in booking your time and setting up the
Parent Portal.
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Middle Leader Report
COVID Guidelines for Face-to-Face Parent Teacher Interviews:
•
•
•
•

One parent only to attend the Parent Teacher Interview
Enter MacKillop Hall via Murray Street
Social distance while entering and exiting MacKillop Hall
Masks are no longer mandatory but are still encouraged
NAPLAN Dates

All students in Years 3 and 5 are expected to participate in NAPLAN tests each year.
Wherever possible, please refrain from making any appointments for your child
(if they are in Year 3 or Year 5) between Tuesday 10th of May and Wednesday 18th of
May.
Attendance is Important
Over the coming weeks, classroom teachers will be completing important assessments
with your child/ren. Attendance is important for continuity of learning and also to ensure
teachers have the necessary information for Parent Teacher Interviews in Week 10.
Happy learning,
Kristy Cameron
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How to set up Sentral Parent Portal App on your phone
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How to set up Sentral Parent Portal App on your phone
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Year 3 News
Wow! What a fantastic start it has been to 2022 in Year 3! I have been so impressed with every student’s
attitude to learning and how well they all participate in lessons. I am certainly kept on my toes with interesting questions and some ‘outside the box’ thinking.
In English, we have been studying characters and looking at language features authors use to create a
character. Students have then created their own character and written a descriptive paragraph about the
character.
In Maths, we have spent weeks looking at all things place value. Students have recognised, modelled,
ordered, partitioned, rearranged, regrouped and rounded number up to 10 000. What a mouthful!
In Religion, we have been looking at the 10 Commandments and how Jesus challenged communities. We
are now moving into looking at the Beatitudes.
Students have been deeply engaged in our Science and HASS units. We have been dipping our hands into
researching in both of these subject areas, which students have been enjoying.
Since the beginning of Lent, last week, we have made a Lenten promise that students have attached to
their cross given to them by Mrs Drew on Ash Wednesday. We have talked about how we could do good
deeds for others during this time and how we might raise some money for Project Compassion.
Wishing you all the best for what is left of Term One.
God bless,
Mrs Conway
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Year 2 News

What a hoot Year Two has been so far!! We have 27 friends in Year
Two this year and all students have started off the term so well!
The book ‘Lester and Clyde’ has been our focus for the term and
we are using this book as part of our English, Science, Religion and
Art units. The students have been writing about the frogs, Lester &
Clyde; learning about life cycles of frogs; discussing how to care for
creation to ensure habitats are ok for frogs to live in and even
drawing frogs! Mrs Conway even caught a frog for us to spend the
day in our classroom!
The students also continue to work hard with their daily routines of phonogram writing, literacy rotations and rolling numbers.
We celebrated the special day of 2nd February, 2022 with lots of activities all about the numbers two and twenty two!
It is hard to believe we only have four weeks left and Term One is over!
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Year 1 News

Year 1’s had an excellent start to the year! All students have been trying
their best and adjusting well in the step up of responsibility and expectations!
In English we have been learning
about punctuation that happens
at the end of simple sentences.
Students have been writing a
variety of “Who am I?” as well as
presenting them to the class.
We have loved writing about
ourselves, people we know and
animals. We have also been digging into a good book, checking out how the
author uses punctuation and practicing reading like
we speak.
In Maths, we are getting more confident in
counting forwards and backwards to 100. We have
been changing up our classroom to give us a path,
to jump, hop or walk as we count!
We have been exploring what makes our school,
our class and ourselves special, particularly what
are our Gifts from God. Student thought hard
about this and I can’t wait to see some of their
gifts shine. We are also exploring what did Jesus
say and do that makes him special. Our class have
recalled some great bible stories – I hope you are
hearing about them at home too!
Some of our favourite activities in Year 1 so far has been writing, playing
games outside together, reading the big books, learning about animals and of
course playing, building and colouring in.
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Prep Green News
The year has certainly begun with a flying start! Prep Green have been busily learning about the routines of
school, our school expectations, and even learning new things throughout their school day.

So far this term, we have been learning about numbers, 2D lines, body patterns and subitising in Maths.
In English, we have been learning about the letters s, a, t, and i through songs, explicit instruction, play and
mastery rotations to grasp how to correctly write and form each letter. We have also been learning about how
we hold a book, where we start and finish reading, and the difference between a letter and a word. In HASS, we
have explored our families, our history, and where our families come from. In Religion, we have been learning
about how each and every one of us is special and how we are always loved by God.

Last week, we made pancakes for Shrove Tuesday (yum) and also dressed up as teachers as we were learning
about the letter ‘t’. We had our Year 6 buddies come to visit us on Friday too! They helped us with making
patterns in Maths and decorating our full names in HASS. When all the hard work was done we had some indoor
play time to really get to know our Year 6 friends.

This week, we have discussed our classroom agreement of ‘I will try my best’, and ‘I will be a good person like
Jesus’. These come from our school values ‘Strive for Success’ and ‘Celebrate our Spirit’. All Prep students signed
their name on the commitment to show that they will uphold these two expectations each day.

Prep Green are also very sad to say goodbye to Mrs Norman as we will share our final day with her on Wednesday. We are lucky that we will still see Mrs Norman on Thursdays for tuckshop. We wish you all the best
Mrs Norman and we will miss you!

Thank you to all Prep parents and families for your assistance in your child’s learning journey. I look forward to
meeting you all for Parent Teacher Interviews!

Warm regards,

Jackie McGlashan
Prep Green Teacher

Mastery Task –Tracing letter of the week

Spending time with our Year 6 Buddies

Making pancakes for Shrove Tuesday
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Prep Gold News
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Prep Gold News
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Sport
Inner Downs Trials
There will be a number of Inner Downs Trials held throughout the year. If you are
interested in attending any of the trials, please fill in the Representative Sports
Nomination form 2022 which was emailed out to all eligible students born 2010-2012
last week. If you are requiring this email printed please email Mrs Ferguson at
Jodie.ferguson@twb.catholic.edu.au. When the nominations become available closer to
the trial Mrs Ferguson will send home the necessary paperwork. Please keep your eye
out in the school calendar newsletter for nomination, trial dates and further information.
SPORT

Nominations due
th

IDZ trial date

DD trial date

AFL – Boys & Girls

10 March

School Based Nomination

17th March

Softball – Boys & Girls

22nd February

23rd February

29th March

Basketball – Boys & Girls

4th March

8th March

29th March

Netball – 11s &12s

8th March

15th March

26th April

15th March

26th/27th April

Rugby League – Boys
Hockey – Boys & Girls

21st March

23rd March

26th April

Touch Football -Boys/

25th February

1st March

17th March

Orienteering

School Based Nomination

10th March

Football (Soccer) - Boys

27th April

9th/10th May

Cross Country

6th May

17th May

28th April

23rd May

School Based Nomination

6th/7th June

Tennis
Rugby Union

22nd April

19th July

Rugby League - Girls
Track & Field

21stJuly

24th August

Cricket - Boys

29th/30th August

Cricket - Girls

30th August

Aquathlon

School Based Nomination

28th October

Catholic Schools T-Ball Gala Day – 29th March
The Year 4 students will be attending a T-Ball Gala Day on Tuesday the 29th March at
Kearney Springs in Toowoomba. Bus will depart Weale Street entrance at approx. 8:50am
and return by approx. 1:30pm.
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Sport
Darling Downs Swimming Representatives – Abby Denning & Chelsea Cameron
Congratulations to our Inner Downs Swimmers Abby, Chelsea, Milla and Charlie who on
Monday attend the Darling Downs Swimming trials in Gatton. All 4 students swam
extremely well. Chelsea Cameron was selected in her first Darling Downs team winning a
silver medal in the 10 years 50m Freestyle. She has also qualified for the 100m Freestyle.
Abby Denning made the Darling Downs team and won silver in the 12 years 200m IM.
She has qualified for 5 events the 100m Freestyle, 50m Butterfly and the 50m & 100m
Backstroke. Both girls will compete at the State Championships in Brisbane later this
month. Best Wishes. We wish you all the best.

St. Stephen’s Cross Country – 18th March
On Friday the 18th March is our schools Cross Country, Weale Street Oval. Starting at
approx. 9am with the Year 3-6 students followed by the Prep – Year 2. Ribbons will be
awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd to each boy and girl place-getter in each age group. (5 to 12
years). Age Champions for the 9-12 years boys and girls and the house shield will also be
awarded. All are welcome to attend.

Student Sporting Achievements

Please feel free to send through any photos of students and their sporting achievements
if you wish for them to be included in the school newsletter, attention to Mrs Ferguson.
Jodie.ferguson@twb.catholic.edu.au
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Cross Country
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OSHC News
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Hello from St Stephen’s OSHC
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Covid Updates

Thank you to our families for your vigilance and support regarding the
uncertain environment that we currently live in. We continue to provide
regular COVID updates to families via email and our Sentral Parents App.
We encourage our families to continue to review this information. We are
very grateful for the way our community have adhered to the COVID-safe
practices, including wearing masks, staying home when sick, regular hand
washing, and social distancing wherever possible.
Community News

Pittsworth Vikings Soccer Family FUN day!
Saturday 12th March, 3.30 till late- drinks and food available
Club Pittsworth Grounds, Short Street, Pittsworth
Bring your shin pads and boots for a kick around
Blow up pitch, fun games, senior team game 6pm to watch!!
Registrations are online and still open so if are keen visit playfootball.com.au to sign up.
For further information please visit our Facebook page or email the secretary
at pittsworthvikings@gmail.com
Look forward to seeing you there!!

Secondhand Uniforms
Secondhand uniforms will be available by appointment with
Anita Mahon (Parent Volunteer) Thank you to Anita for taking on this role.
Please text or call Anita on 0427931273 to arrange a time.

Price List
Plain Shorts/ Skorts—$2

Sports Shirts—$5

Jumpers/Jackets (with logo) - $10

Formal Shirts - $5

Hats—$2

Second Hand Chair Bags —$2

If you have any second hand uniforms that you would like to donate to the school, please
drop them into the office. If you can volunteer some time to help do some sorting and
selling let Anita or the office know.
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Community News
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Piano Lessons

Piano Lessons with Mrs Ruth Shepherd are recommencing in
Term 2.
If you are interested in your child learning piano from a fully
qualified teacher with 30 years of experience, contact Mrs Ruth
Shepherd on 0427 910 303 for more information.
It is essential that students have a piano/keyboard
at home on which to do their practice.
Music is fun!!
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Community News
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PPF

Hi everyone.
To those new to our school I’ll introduce myself as Sharlene who with a team of
wonderful helpers & volunteers in our PPF organises events & fundraising
opportunities within our school community.
In the past we have had a chip van @ our local show but unfortunately we were unable
to attend & fundraise like years gone by.
However we have been invited to cater for two of our school families at their homes.
The Bligh & Krieg families are hosting the Garden of the Downs event on Saturday 19th
& Sunday the 20th of March..
We have a small team of helpers coming together but would appreciate many more.
Asking for baking….mainly slices biscuits cakes. If you have that special go to recipe we
would appreciate your time in making it.
If you are unable to bake we’d love for you to be a part of the team of helpers over the
weekend. Help with selling tea & coffee Soft drinks BBQ cooking and general serving to
guests over both days.

We are grateful for both families giving us this opportunity. Please message myself
0409279142 or Anita Mahon 0427931273 who is also coordinating this with me.
Looking forward to working together.
Thank you.
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Important Dates for your Diary

TERM ONE IMPORTANT DATES
Parent Information PowerPoint on TEAMS – Available from 8th February
School Photos – 9th March
Year 6 Emu Gully Leadership Camp – Fri 11th March
Wellbeing week (No Homework) – 7th-11th March
Welcome Back Morning Tea –14th March 8.30am MacKillop Hall

Term 1 School Fees Due—14th March
Book Club Issue 2 Money 7 Orders Due—14th March
St Joseph’s Feast Day Mass – 15th March 9am
School Cross Country – 18th March
Gardens of Condamine Plains 19th & 20th March
National Naplan Practice Test Year 5 & 3 –24th March
Toowoomba Show Holiday – 25th March
Year 4 Catholic Schools T-Ball Gala Day—28th March
Parent Teacher Interviews – 28th– 31st March
Easter Liturgy – 1st April
Term Concludes—1st April
Pupil Free Day—19th April

Term 2 commences Wednesday 20th April
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