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“A mother is not a person to lean on, but a person to make leaning unnecessary.”
Dorothy Canfield Fisher

“Be calm & full
of hope”

Last Friday we celebrated Mother’s Day early with breakfast in MacKillop Hall. A HUGE
thank you to my incredible team of workers who all ‘Did their bit’ to make it happen.
Whether they ordered, collected, prepared, washed-up, cooked, cleaned, welcomed or
photographed, they all helped. It was wonderful to see mothers, grandmothers and
children sharing breakfast together. This Friday the year 1 class will lead us in a Mother’s
Day liturgy a perfect segue into the Mother’s Day weekend. Whatever you have planned
this weekend, take time to thank your mums for all they have done for you. Spare a
thought for those people who are not able to spend Mother’s Day with their mums or who
no longer have their mums with them. May their hearts be warmed by the special
memories they have of their mother.

St. Mary of the Cross
Mackillop

Beatitudes for Mothers - Author unknown
Blessed are mothers
who did without for us,
they will be rewarded.
Blessed are mothers
who lost sleep when we were sick,
they will find rest.

Student Protection
Resources for Parents:
For Free Legal advice-

Blessed are mothers
who taught us how to pray, they
will share God's kingdom.

1300 651 188
Child Safety Services
You can make a report of
voice your concerns-

Blessed are mothers
who comforted us,
they shall be comforted.

1300 683 390
SCHOOL STUDENT
PROTECTION CONTACTS

Blessed are mothers
who taught us right from wrong,
they will know justice.

•Mrs. Janine Butlin
•Mrs. Suellen Dennis
•Mrs. Anna Lee
•Mrs. Jayne Farquharson

Blessed are mothers
who shared with us
the meaning of peace,
they shall know peace.

School Counsellor
Jayne Farquharson

Blessed are mothers
who taught us the importance
of loving God and each other,
they shall see God.

School Office Hours
46931627
8.30am—3.30pm

God Bless, Janine

Term time
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APRE Report
May is the month dedicated to Mary, mother of Jesus.
Her life in the Gospel years was one of service and great devotion
to Jesus, from the cave in Bethlehem where she gave birth to Him,
to Calvary in Jerusalem where she stood by His cross in His
Crucifixion.
While she has a somewhat low profile in the Gospels, her words
there still resonate with us today and challenge us to follow her
example of humility, obedience, and service to God.
We also take time in May to celebrate another important woman in
our lives – our mothers! We wish all our mothers in the St Stephen’s community a very
happy Mother’s Day and we thank you for everything you do for us!
Mother’s Day Liturgy – Friday 6th May
Thank you to Miss Norman and Year 1 for leading us in the Mother’s Day liturgy on
Friday. Everyone is welcome to join us for the morning in MacKillop Hall at 9am.
Day for Dolly – Friday 13th May
On Friday 13th May, students are encouraged to wear blue to raise awareness for this
important cause. A reminder to students at school that this is not a free dress day and
they are to wear their formal uniform if they are not wearing blue. Day for Dolly is an
opportunity to remind students the importance of showing kindness towards everyone,
a value that our Patron Saint, Mary MacKillop showed in her life.
Family Mass – Sunday 15th May
Our school Family Mass for Term 2 will be held in St Stephen's Church at 8.30am on
Sunday 15th May. This is an opportunity for all families to celebrate the Eucharist together
as a St Stephen's Catholic School and Parish Community. Everyone is welcome to
attend. Morning tea will take place after Mass.
Please let me know if you or your children would like to be involved in the mass by
Monday 9th May. If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
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Library News
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Naplan
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Year 6
Last term finished with a bang!! Federation Friday was an absolute blast and we
had so much fun learning about a variety of key figures during the time of
Federation. Students participated in Kahoots to test what we had learnt throughout
the term and even took our knowledge down to our Prep buddies to discuss
Federation in 1901 – when Australia came together as one nation. Such an
important time in our history to learn and reflect upon!!

Year 6 were privileged to be able to
lead our school community in the
Anzac Day Liturgy in Week 1 of this
term. Thank you to those parents
who were able to join us in reflection
and prayer as we honoured and
thanked those who have fought for
peace in our country. A special thank
you to Kenny Leahy for giving up
his time to speak to our community
about his own experience.

It was also great to see so many of our
Year 6 leaders participate in our town
Anzac Day march on the 25th of April.
Anzac Day is a national day of
remembrance in Australia and New
Zealand that broadly commemorates all
Australians and New Zealanders who
served and died in all wars, conflicts,
and peacekeeping operations and the
contribution and suffering of all those who
have served.
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Year 6

The greatest sacrifice is mentioned in John 15:13:
“My command is this: Love each other as I have
loved you. Greater love hath has no man than
this, that he lay down his life for his friends.”

This term, Year 6 will undertake a novel study using Boy Overboard, written by
Morris Gleitzman. Students will be given opportunities to develop reflective
responses about some real world issues such as immigration, injustice across the
globe and the challenges faced by refugees. This will link nicely with our HASS
again this term.
In HASS, students will investigate: How places, people and cultures differ
across the world. Year 6 will learn about the location of major countries in Asia,
particularly the sub-regions of North-east Asia and South-east Asia and will learn
about the world’s cultural diversity, including that of its Indigenous peoples.

Finally….Congratulations to all Year 6 students!! Our Term 1 reading and
comprehension progress was impressive and so too was our writing growth….so
let’s keep the momentum going. The key is to find the love of learning for each
and every child.
How can you help?
Try and find the love of reading in your home. All the best!!
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Year 5
Greetings from the Year 5 classroom. This term is going by quickly and NAPLAN is nearly
upon us. Our class has done some preparation for the tests, and all are confident that
they will do their best, and not let it stress us too much. I’ve asked the student to make
sure that they are getting a good nights sleep during the week. We’ve had a lot of fun
writing our persuasive arguments for Ned Kelly. Is he a hero or a villain? I’ve heard some
very convincing arguments for both sides and am very impressed with how engaged the
class have been when learning about this. We first debated with each other and in pairs,
making sure to use the “bossy” words to get our point across. The class is also completing
their art portrait of Ned Kelly and the results are amazing (thanks to Mrs Arnold). In
Maths, the students are gaining confidence in measurement and understand how
important knowing their times tables are to all other Mathematical concepts.
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Enrol for 2023

Do you have a child ready for school next year?
Do you have a family friend or neighbour who has a child ready for Prep next year?
Have you or they done an online enrolment form?
Enrolments for St Stephens are to be submitted online from our school website.
www.pittsworth.catholic.edu.au and follow the link from the enrolments tab
Don’t miss out. Positions are filling fast.
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Sport
Inner Downs Trials
There will be a number of Inner Downs Trials held throughout the year. If you are
interested in attending any of the trials, please fill in the Representative Sports
Nomination form 2022 which was emailed out to all eligible students born 2010-2012 last
week. If you are requiring this email printed please email Mrs Ferguson at
Jodie.ferguson@twb.catholic.edu.au. When the nominations become available closer to
the trial, Mrs Ferguson will send home the necessary paperwork. Please keep your eye
out in the school calendar newsletter for nomination, trial dates and further information.
SPORT

Nominations due

IDZ trial date
th

DD trial date

27 April

9th May

6th May

17th May

28th April

23rd May

Rugby Union

School Based Nomination

6th/7th June

Rugby League - Girls

15th June

19th July

Track & Field

21stJuly

24th August

Cricket - Boys

9th August

29th/30th August

Cricket - Girls

9th August

30th August

Aquathlon

School Based Nomination

28th October

Football (Soccer) - Boys
& Girls
Cross Country
Tennis

22nd April

Inner Downs Cross Country – 6th May 2022
Good Luck to the St. Stephen’s Cross Country team who have qualified to attend Inner
Downs trials this Friday the 6th May at Highfields State School.
Please arrive at 8:45am and course familiarisation is at 9am sharp.
Inner Downs Netball—Milla Fitzpatrick
Congratulations to Milla Fitzpatrick who recently represented
the Inner Downs Under 12 Netball team to trial for Darling
Downs team. Unfortunately, Milla missed out on final
selections but had a great day and learnt a lot from this
experience.
Student Sporting Achievements
Please feel free to send through any photos of students and
their sporting achievements if you wish for them to be included in the school newsletter, attention to Mrs Ferguson.
Jodie.ferguson@twb.catholic.edu.au
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COVID Update

10

Parent Partnership Forum

Secondhand Uniforms
Secondhand uniforms will be available by appointment with
Jayde Cavendish (Parent Volunteer) Thank you to Jayde for taking on this role.
Please text or call Jayde on 0478836440 to arrange a time.

Price List
Plain Shorts/ Skorts—$2

Sports Shirts—$5

Jumpers/Jackets (with logo) - $10

Formal Shirts - $5

Hats—$2

Second Hand Chair Bags —$2

If you have any second hand uniforms that you would like to donate to the school, please
drop them into the office. If you can volunteer some time to help do some sorting and
selling let Jayde or the office know.
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Mother’s Day Raffle
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Mother’s Day Stall
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Parent Partnership Forum- Pie Drive
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OSHC
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AFL AUSKICK
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Piano Lessons

Piano Lessons with Mrs Ruth Shepherd are recommencing in
Term 2.
If you are interested in your child learning piano from a fully
qualified teacher with 30 years of experience, contact Mrs Ruth
Shepherd on 0427 910 303 for more information.
It is essential that students have a piano/
keyboard
at home on which to do their practice.
Music is fun!!

Tuckshop—May Specials

The Whole Tuckshop menu can be found on our school website.
www.pittsworth.catholic.edu.au
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Community News
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Community News

Calling all artists - young and old - in the Pittsworth area!
Book your places for Janelle Dornseiff's ARTrageous workshops at the Pittsworth Function Centre
on Saturday 18 June!
Janelle is an incredibly talented and motivational art teacher ... with exceptional ideas for creating
amazing artworks ... with artists of all ability levels.
You don't want to miss this exciting opportunity! Contact Janelle directly to secure your place!
Please pass this invitation on to anyone else who might be interested.
Have a great term ...
Beth
Beth Wheeldon
Performing Arts Teacher and School Musical Director
Choir and CGEN Co-ordinator
Pittsworth – Biddeston – Mt Tyson – Southbrook
bwhee1@eq.edu.au
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Important Dates for your Diary

TERM 2 IMPORTANT DATES
Mother’s Day Liturgy and Stall - 6th May
Mother’s Day —8th May
NAPLAN Year 3 & Year 5— Week 4 & 5
PPF Annual General Meeting—12th May 6.30pm
PPF General Meeting –12th May 7.00pm
Family Mass—15th May
My First Year Photo published in the Toowoomba Chronicle—25th May
Senior Athletics Carnival—9th June
Junior Athletics Carnival—10th June
Last Day of Term 2—24th June
TERM 3 IMPORTANT DATES
Pupil Free Day—11th July
Term 3 Begins—12th July
PPF Guest Speaker Jayne Farquharson (School Counsellor) - 14th July
Pupil Free Day—29th July
PPF General Meeting—18th August
Pupil Free Day—2nd September
Club Pittsworth Raffles—9th September
Last day Term 3—16th September

20

