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This week is National Volunteer Week. National Volunteer Week is a chance
for all of us to celebrate and recognize the vital work of volunteers and to
say, “Thank you”. Volunteers are an important part of the fabric of our
school. “Better Together” is this year’s theme.

“Be calm & full
of hope”
St. Mary of the Cross
Mackillop

Student Protection
Resources for Parents:
For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188
Child Safety Services
You can make a report of
voice your concerns-

1300 683 390

Coincidentally, on Monday we received a special delivery. The Pittsworth
Local Ambulance Committee donated an AED (defibrillator). It is through
years and years of fundraising by local volunteers, that the committee have
been able to fund raise for projects such as providing much needed
defibrillators, to schools and other organizations in Pittsworth. A big thank
you to Geoff Stower (President), Wilma Proudlock (Treasurer), Lindsay
Proudlock (Secretary) and Mary Cunningham (Vice President) and all the
other committee members who made this possible.
I can remember when I was growing up in Pittsworth, the local Ambulance
would sell tickets every week in a Sunday Dinner. Everyone in Pittsworth
knew that the prize was delivered around midday on Sunday. We would get
excited if we saw the Ambulance heading up our street and crossed our
fingers that this week our ticket would be drawn out. These local citizens,
Geoff, Wilma, Lindsay and Mary, are good examples of the importance of
volunteers to our communities.
As Mary said, “I hope you never have to use the defibrillator”. I hope we
never have to use it either, however, statistics have shown that if we do have
to use the defibrillator, we could save a life.
I am grateful for the many volunteers who generously give of their time in our
school. Whether it is reading, working in the tuckshop, gardening, fixing
equipment, cooking or selling goods at a Mother’s Day/Father’s Day stall etc.
We thank you.
One of our four Mary MacKillop quotes we ask the children to aspire to is,

SCHOOL STUDENT
PROTECTION CONTACTS

•Mrs. Janine Butlin
•Mrs. Suellen Dennis
•Mrs. Anna Lee
•Mrs. Jayne Farquharson

“Do your Bit”.
If we all try to help when we can, if we can, we WILL make a difference.
God Bless,
Janine

School Counsellor
Jayne Farquharson

School Office Hours
46931627
8.30am—3.30pm
Term time
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APRE Report
Family Mass
Thank you for all the families who joined us for Family Mass last weekend. It was
wonderful to see the students lead the readings at mass and for families to share
morning tea with the parishioners. There were many comments afterwards from
parishioners about how well the children spoke at mass.
The Term 3 Mass will be held on Sunday 24th July. Students who will be
participating in the Sacramental Program are expected to attend this mass as they
will be presented to the church during this mass. ALL families are welcome to join
us for mass
Day for Dolly
Thank you to all the staff and students who wore blue on Friday 13 th May at
school to raise awareness for Day for Dolly. It was a great day to reinforce the
message of kindness across our school
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APRE Report

Sacramental Program 2022
The dates for Confirmation and Holy Communion have been set for the 2022
Sacramental Candidates. Confirmation will be held on Friday 19th August at
5:30pm and Holy Communion will be on Sunday 21st August. Both will be held in
St Stephen’s Church. A letter will be sent to families to make them aware of dates
for lessons for students that will occur in Term 3.

Ascension
After Jesus’ death on Good Friday, on the third day after his
death and burial, Jesus Christ was raised from the dead, an
event we call the Resurrection. He spent the next 40 days
preaching and preparing His disciples to perform the work of
preaching and baptizing all people. At the end of this 40-day
period, Jesus ascended into heaven. We call this the
Ascension. Jesus asked his disciples to go and make followers
of all the people in the world.
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Middle Leader
NAPLAN
Congratulations to all year 3 and 5 students for the manner in which they have
undertaken NAPLAN over the past week. They have applied themselves extremely
well to all tests.
Please remember that NAPLAN is just one data set used in schools to track
student growth – we have many others. But we also recognise that challenge and
being in the ‘learning pit’ is an important part of learning and I commend all these
students for rising to the challenge each day. NAPLAN finished yesterday with
Numeracy.
Scholastic Family Month of Reading

May is officially National Family Reading Month. As you know, reading at home
for fun has long-lasting benefits for our children. It builds vocabulary,
comprehension, and phonological awareness. Each of these skills is a
pre-requisite for later success in reading, but of even greater importance is that
frequent, pleasurable reading time spent with family to fall in love with the joy and
power of books.
National Simultaneous Storytime
On the 25th of May, it’s National Simultaneous Storytime. We look forward to
celebrating this day, ably led by our Teacher Librarian Trudi Burgess, as we aim to
promote the value of reading and literacy at St Stephen’s School.

Premier’s Reading Challenge
Many classes across our school are participating in the Premier’s Reading
Challenge. Please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s class teacher if you have
misplaced the recording sheet for the challenge.
Report Cards via Parent Portal
This semester, we will not be printing report cards as we have
done in the past. All reports will be completed by class teachers
and then sent out via Sentral for Parents. Please ensure you
have set the portal up on your phone or home device to avoid
any panic at the end of the semester. Do not hesitate to contact
the office if you are having any issues with the Parent Portal.
Happy reading in May,
Kristy Cameron
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Nationally Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD)

Please read the attached fact sheet with regards to the NCCD.
This data is used to fund further support for students with additional needs within
our school. If you have any questions with regards to this collection of data please
contact Deanne Olischlager, our Learning Support Teacher, or your child's class
teacher.
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Nationally Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD)
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Nationally Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD)
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Year 3 News

Wow! It’s so hard to believe that we are almost half-way through Term 2! Time flies when
you’re having fun and we have been having a lot of it in Year 3.

We have been learning all about sacraments of initiation in the Catholic church. Students
have brought in photos and tokens of their Baptism and the class has thoroughly enjoyed
looking at these. Last week, Mrs Drew joined us for a mock Liturgy of the Eucharist where
we all participated and learnt about the meaning and the importance of this sacrament.
Big thanks goes to Mrs Drew for taking the time to join us and talk us through so we have
a better understanding of the meaning behind the Liturgy of the Eucharist for the next
time we attend Mass.

In Maths, students loved making models of 3D objects out of toothpicks and playdough to
investigate how many faces, edges and vertices the objects had. We have also been exploring time and telling time to the minute. We made sundials and we learnt that because
we are in the Southern Hemisphere, sundials actually work anti-clockwise in Australia! We
have also been trying to improve our speed and accuracy of recall when recalling basic
multiplication facts. This could be a great thing to practice at home while cooking dinner
or on the drive to school.

In English, we are wrapping up our persuasive unit and heading full steam ahead into a
unit on procedures. Students have been sent home with a task sheet to prepare for an
Oral Presentation at the end of Week 7. They will choose a procedure to present to the
class and are very excited about this.
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Year 3 News

Students have also been thoroughly engaged in our HASS unit this term all about Australia
– states, cities, towns, landscapes, natural features and man-made features. They have
been exploring mapping skills and have shown enthusiasm when plotting towns and
features onto a map of Australia.
A couple of weeks ago, we participated in a basketball clinic where students were taught
skills and ran through a number of games and drills. We had so much fun!

NAPLAN wraps up this week and I have been so proud of how hard students have worked
and the focus they have shown during this testing. Congratulations Year 3 on your first
ever round of NAPLAN testing! We expect these results back sometime in Term 3.

No homework will go home this Friday as it is well-being week next week. The only
homework will be to keep up the reading each night. It is important for children to
continue to practice reading aloud. This will help with fluency and you will be able to
assist your child with monitoring their reading – self-correcting if they made a mistake,
re-reading for meaning making and ensuring what they are reading makes sense.
This can be tricky to correct during silent reading.
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Year 4 News
This term, Year 4 are continuing to improve their Math facts, and it is pleasing to
see that most of the goals that the children are setting for themselves are being
met. Children are encouraged to continue to practice their Math facts, especially
those that they might find a little tricky.
Mrs. Burgess visited our room last week to revisit how to make an iMovie. The
children brushed up on their skills and were tasked with creating a short iMovie
using photos, music, voice recordings and sound effects. This was in preparation
for the children creating an iMovie about St Stephen’s School as part of our
English unit for this term. We are excited to see what the children produce.
Year 4 enjoyed their basketball workshop recently with Pop. They honed a variety
of skills and demonstrated them while also having lots of fun. It is great to see
them also practicing these skills during lunch times in the Sports Hall.
The students have been busy with their Friday afternoon science lessons,
Investigating how the world around us is constantly changing due to weathering,
erosion, and human activity. They enjoyed investigating their soil and rock samples
from home and comparing the similarities and differences between each of the
rocks. We are looking forward to designing and creating a landscape and
Identifying where erosion would take place.
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Year 4 News
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Enrol for 2023

Do you have a child ready for school next year?
Do you have a family friend or neighbour who has a child ready for Prep next year?
Have you or they done an online enrolment form?
Enrolments for St Stephens are to be submitted online from our school website.
www.pittsworth.catholic.edu.au and follow the link from the enrolments tab
Don’t miss out. Positions are filling fast.
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Sport
Inner Downs Trials
There will be a number of Inner Downs Trials held throughout the year. If you are interested in attending any of the trials,
please fill in the Representative Sports Nomination form 2022 which was emailed out to all eligible students born 2010-2012
last week. If you are requiring this email printed please email Mrs Ferguson at Jodie.ferguson@twb.catholic.edu.au. When
the nominations become available closer to the trial, Mrs Ferguson will send home the necessary paperwork. Please keep
your eye out in the school calendar newsletter for nomination, trial dates and further information.
SPORT

IDZ trial date
th

DD trial date

Cross Country

6 May

24th May

Rugby Union

School Based Nomination

6th/7th June

Rugby League - Girls

15th June

19th July

Track & Field

21stJuly

24th August

Cricket - Boys

9th August

29th/30th August

Cricket - Girls

9th August

30th August

Aquathlon

School Based Nomination

28th October

St. Stephen’s Athletics Carnival 2022 – IMPORTANT CHANGES
All Sprints will be held at the Senior Carnival on Thursday the 9th May (Students born 2017-2010). We will still be running a
Junior and Senior Carnival for field events. More information to follow.
Inner Downs Cross Country – Abby Denning
Congratulations to Abby Denning who is a wonderful athlete has made herself into another Inner Downs team for this year.
Abby will compete in the Darling Downs Cross country trials on Tuesday the 24 th May. Best Wishes Abby.
Inner Downs Football & Southwest Futsal – Lilah Prentice
Congratulations to Lilah Prentice who recently represented the Inner Downs Under 12 Football team to trial for Darling
Downs team. Unfortunately, Lilah missed out on final selections but has been named as a shadow player. Fingers crossed
Lilah gets an opportunity to be pulled into the team.
Lilah is also the latest bursary recipient to the SWQ Highlanders Futsal Academy. That is a fantastic development opportunity
for Lilah. We at St. Stephen’s are very proud of your hard work and achievements.

Student Sporting Achievements
Please feel free to send through any photos of students and their sporting achievements if you wish for them to be included
in the school newsletter, attention to Mrs Ferguson. Jodie.ferguson@twb.catholic.edu.au
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Parent & Friends
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Parent & Friends

Secondhand Uniforms

Secondhand uniforms will be available by appointment with
Jayde Cavendish (Parent Volunteer) Thank you to Jayde for taking on this role.
Please text or call Jayde on 0478836440 to arrange a time.

Price List
Plain Shorts/ Skorts—$2

Sports Shirts—$5

Jumpers/Jackets (with logo) - $10

Formal Shirts - $5

Hats—$2

Second Hand Chair Bags —$2

If you have any second hand uniforms that you would like to donate to the school, please
drop them into the office. If you can volunteer some time to help do some sorting and
selling let Jayde or the office know.
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Bus Fare Assistance
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Community News
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Covid Update
NEW REQUIREMENTS FOR CLOSE CONTACTS

From 6pm on Thursday 28 April 2022, close contacts who do not have COVID-19
symptoms no longer need to quarantine. Students who are close contacts MUST
notify their school that they are a close contact.
For 7 days after becoming a close contact, students must wear a face mask while outside
of their home, including at school, and when outdoors if unable to physically distance.
The school can provide face masks for students if necessary. Students must undertake a
rapid antigen test (RAT) on the first day they leave home, and every second day until
they are no longer a close contact.
Close contacts who develop COVID-19 symptoms must not attend school and
should isolate until their symptoms resolve, even if they have tested negative.

RAPID ANTIGEN TESTS (RATS)

Schools are not providing RATs to staff or students who are close contacts. You will
need to source and administer your own tests. However, our school is continuing to send
home RATs to staff and students who develop COVID-19 symptoms while at school.

IF YOU OR YOUR CHILD TESTS POSITIVE TO COVID-19

Queensland Health requirements for people who test positive to COVID-19 remain
unchanged. You must follow the Queensland Health guidelines should you test positive
to COVID-19. Please contact the school and isolate for 7 days.
Any student who chooses to wear a mask at school will be supported to do so.
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OSHC
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Community News
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Piano Lessons

Piano Lessons with Mrs Ruth Shepherd are recommencing in
Term 2.
If you are interested in your child learning piano from a fully
qualified teacher with 30 years of experience, contact Mrs Ruth
Shepherd on 0427 910 303 for more information.
It is essential that students have a piano/
keyboard
at home on which to do their practice.
Music is fun!!

Tuckshop—May Specials

The Whole Tuckshop menu can be found on our school website.
www.pittsworth.catholic.edu.au
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Important Dates for your Diary

TERM 2 IMPORTANT DATES
Choir to sell cupcakes $1 each—25th May
Under 8’s Day Prep to Year 2 –25th May
RACQ Streets Ahead Presentation—26th & 27th May
My First Year Photo published in the Toowoomba Chronicle—25th May
School Fees Due—27th May
Pie Drive Collection—3rd June, 2.30pm-3.30pm
Choir at Sing Out—8th June
Senior Athletics Carnival—9th June
Junior Athletics Carnival—10th June
P & F General Meeting –16th June
Last Day of Term 2—24th June
TERM 3 IMPORTANT DATES

Pupil Free Day—11th July
Term 3 Begins—12th July
P&F Guest Speaker Jayne Farquharson (School Counsellor) - 14th July
P&F General Meeting—14th July
Pupil Free Day—29th July
Early Years Expo TBC—3rd August
P&F General Meeting—18th August
Pupil Free Day—2nd September
P&F General Meeting –8th September
Club Pittsworth Raffles—9th September
Last day Term 3—16th September
TERM 4 IMPORTANT DATES
P&F General Meeting –13th October
P&F AGM, followed by General Meeting—17th November
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